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History, Genealogy, Legends, and Curiosities
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I am interested in history, genealogy, legends, and curiosities. Upon discovering that I am the 26th great-grandchild of El Cid, I decided to research and collect information about this historic and legendary Spanish figure.

Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar, known as El Cid Campeador, was born in 1049 in Vivar, Burgos, Spain, and passed away on July 10, 1099, in Valencia, Spain.

The biography and genealogy of Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar, El Cid, present special challenges for historians because Rodrigo Diaz quickly rose to the status of a national hero in Castile, surrounded by much legend.

For authentic information, historians must rely primarily on a few contemporary documents, the *Historia Roderici*, a reliable 12th-century Latin chronicle about El Cid's life, and the detailed testimony of Valencia's conquest as recounted by the Arab historian Ibn 'Alqamah.

The bibliography on El Cid is extensive; I especially recommend the book *El Cid histórico* by Gonzalo Martínez Díez.

Beyond the historical El Cid, there is the legend, which was expanded by an epic song composed around 1200 in Castile, known as *El cantar de mío Cid* (a 14th-century manuscript by Per Abbat is held at the National Library of Spain) and later by Pierre Corneille's play *Le Cid*, first performed in 1637.

The epic legend tells that Rodrigo Diaz may have first married Jimena Gomez, daughter of Count Gomez de Gormaz. The Benedictine friar Prudencio de Sandoval, after examining ancient obituaries, was inclined to admit that Rodrigo Diaz first married this Jimena Gomez and later Jimena Diaz. In literature, Rodrigo’s daughters, Cristina and Maria, are referred to as Elvira and Sol.

In 1961, the film *El Cid* was produced by Samuel Bronston and starred Charlton Heston and Sophia Loren. In 2020, a TV series about El Cid was released.
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Historical Moment before 1049
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Since 1029, Fernando Sánchez was the Count of Castile. On September 4, 1037, King Bermudo III of León died in the Battle of the Tamaron Valley. Count Fernando was married to Doña Sancha, sister of the last king of León, Bermudo III. On June 22, 1038, Count Fernando Sánchez was crowned King of León.

In the territorial reorganization following this coronation, a large part of the County of Castile was granted to his brother, King García Sánchez, who ruled from his capital in Nájera, overseeing Pamplona, Nájera, or the entire region of La Rioja. King Fernando I reigned over the Kingdom of León and in Burgos.

[image: image]

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

1049 - Birth of Rodrigo Diaz, from Vivar
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Spain, Burgos, Vivar, in 1049, Rodrigo Diaz was born, the son of Diego Laínez and Teresa Rodriguez, paternal grandson of Laín Núñez, and maternal grandson of Rodrigo Alvarez and Teresa Laínez.

Rodrigo Díaz came to be known as Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar, to distinguish him from the namesake Rodrigo Diaz, brother of Jimena Diaz  
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1054 – Diogo Lainez, Father of El Cid
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On September 1, 1054, the two royal brothers clashed at the border of their kingdoms, in the fields of Atapuerca, resulting in the death of Garcia, and with Fernando's victory, a subsequent revision of the border.

It was Diego Laínez's duty (father of Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar) to serve as a border captain in the northern sector of Burgos, advancing and occupying the fortresses of Ubierna, Urbel, and La Piedra, reintegrating them into Castile.
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1058 – Death of Diego Lainez, father of El Cid.
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Around 1058, Diego Laínez dies, and Rodrigo Díaz de Vivar is then raised at the palace with the children of King Ferdinand I.  

Rodrigo develops a close friendship with Prince Sancho, son of the monarch.
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1064 – Battle of Graus
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On March 8, 1064, the Battle of Graus takes place, where the young Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar accompanies the future King Sancho of Castile, who defeats the King of Aragon, Ramiro I.  

On July 24, 1064, King Ferdinand I conquers Coimbra in Portuguese lands.
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1065 – Death of King Ferdinand I
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On December 27, 1065, King Ferdinand I died in León. The Kingdom of León was then divided among his sons, according to King Ferdinand I's will expressed at the end of 1063. The sons, in order of birth, were: Urraca, Sancho, Elvira, Alfonso, and García.  

Sancho received the former lands of the County of Castile.  

Alfonso received the lands of León, including the County of Carrión and the Asturian territories.  

García received Galicia and Portugal.
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