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Alice hung in her chains, wondering how long Nashira would leave her here and how she could be so cruel as to punish her like this. But after the party at the nightclub in Little Claire, she had awoken in the dungeon of the black mansion in Eve's Hollow. 

Alice's wrists and ankles had been chained to the wall, and she hung there like a star, completely naked in the chilly stone room, which was dark and lit only by the torches burning in brackets on the walls. But by day, a single stream of sunlight reached through a small barred window opposite Alice and touched her skin and hair, filling her with warmth.

Nashira never came, not even to feed. Alice didn’t have to wonder what she had done wrong. She knew exactly what had angered Nashira. At Anastasia’s party in Little Claire, Alice had tried to protect the red-haired girl, had spoken out against the vampires harming Penelope. She had openly defied Nashira, and in doing so, had made her seem weak before her coven.

But it wasn’t just to save face that Nashira had locked Alice down here. Alice knew that seeing how tenderly Anastasia loved the redhead had stirred something in Nashira, it had frightened her, for it had made her realize how much she cared for Alice. Pushing Alice away now was an attempt to regain control.

Nashira was hundreds of years old. Perhaps she had forgotten such things as love and tenderness. She was not human. Alice had to keep reminding herself of that. Nashira was not human and saw the world differently, moved through it differently. She could not love her prey. It was all the more reason that Alice should become a vampire, she thought. Perhaps then Nashira would see her, truly see her, as an equal and not some delicate treasure to protect.

The other cattle were surprisingly kind to Alice whenever they came down to feed and bathe her. Nashira had two other women, Sabrina and Sybelle, who had been her cattle for three years. They were twins, both dark-haired beauties with olive skin, big breasts, and black beauty marks near their lips and on their chins. Alice could hardly tell them apart, with their long necks and dark eyes, but she knew Sybelle had a birthmark on her right inner thigh, for she had seen it when Nashira had pushed up the woman’s skirt as she lay on the dining room table and had bitten into her thigh, groping one of her large breasts as she drank.

Sabrina and Sybelle had resented Alice when she had first come to live with them in Eve’s Hollow. They had spent years as Nashira’s beloved – which she often called them, “My beloved Sabrina” or “My beloved Sybelle” – only for Alice to come along and take their place in Nashira’s lap. Alice couldn’t blame them for their stiffness and aloofness, so she was surprised when they started instructing her in low, quick voices on how to please Nashira and win back her favor. 

It was morning, and the twins were wiping Alice’s body down with sponges. A pail stood nearby, full of soapy water. Alice had been imprisoned in the dungeon three days.

Alice hung in her chains and closed her eyes behind strings of blonde hair, barely listening as the twins went on in frightened whispers.

“And if she ever lets you out of the chains, fall immediately to your knees and stay down,” Sybelle was saying.

“And while you’re down there, beg for mercy,” Sabrina added.

“Kiss her all over her face! She likes that—”

“And cup your tits for her, maybe sit and spread your thighs. Show complete submission –”

Alice blushed to her hairline and stared down at the twins with her mouth open. They were both on their knees, quickly sponging her thighs, and they were talking so offhandedly about her sexual submission, she was taken aback.

“Don’t gape like a fool,” scolded Sabrina in the same rapid whisper. “Nashira will kill you if you don’t submit, don’t you understand? She isn’t this soft, loving mistress you think she is! She’s a vampire!”

Sybelle nodded in solemn agreement and cast a frightened look over her shoulder.

Alice frowned. “But what’s the matter with you two? Why are you whispering and—”

“Because she’ll hear us, idiot,” Sabrina snapped.

“Nashira is in her coffin,” said Alice blankly.

Sabrina and Sybelle exchanged looks of exasperation, and both rolled their eyes.

“She can still hear us, don’t be stupid,” scolded Sybelle, now guiding the sponge up Alice’s narrow waist. “What possessed you to rebel against her anyway?”

“And in front of the coven? Are you crazy?” added Sabrina, shaking her head as she wrung out her great sponge over the pail.

Alice admitted with some embarrassment, “There was a girl with red hair—”

“You mean Penelope. She’s still alive. She’s upstairs.”

“She is? I thought they were going to kill her!” Alice said in relief. She was puzzled when the twins darkly shook their heads.

“Why should you care what happens to the other cattle? It’s not your business!”

“You keep harping on about how you want to be turned, but this isn’t the way to make it happen.”

Alice looked down at them in amazement where they knelt before her. “How can you be so cold?”

The twins’ heads snapped up in indignant unison, and they glared at her from their straight curtains of long black hair.

“And what do you think,” said Sabrina scathingly, “will happen to you when you become a vampire?”

“Will you eat rabbits and rats instead of humans?” mocked Sybelle.

“This is what we get for trying to help her,” said Sabrina, and she angrily shot to her feet and threw her sponge in the bucket with a splash. Sybelle did likewise, and both women sashayed haughtily from the room.

But Sabrina and Sybelle’s words had given Alice something to think about as she hung alone in her chains. If she were to become a vampire, would she lose her humanity? Would she cease to feel emotions like love and kindness? Would she lose all empathy? Or would she only feel those things for other vampires, her own kind?

An hour later, when darkness had fallen, Alice was surprised to see Sabrina and Sybelle return. They looked as angry as before, and their dark eyes glittered now with hatred. Sybelle took the iron keyring off the hook as Sabrina said bitterly, “The mistress has summoned you.”

Alice’s lifted her brows in surprise. “What for?”

Sybelle took an angry, shuddering breath that made her breasts heave. “She wishes to turn you.”

***
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PENELOPE KNELT ON THE dining room table, on hands and knees, breasts swinging down, as Nashira sat in a chair behind her, her face buried in her sex. Penelope was on her period, and Nashira hadn’t been able to contain herself. She gripped Penelope’s hips in both hands, her face moving against Penelope’s soft sex as her tongue – now hot from her drinking – plunged between the lips, lapping the blood away.

Soft sucking and smacking filled the room, combined with Penelope’s soft, helpless moans.

Penelope’s cheeks were bright red, her eyes suffering as her sex throbbed  with arousal. Nashira’s tongue slid in her sex with a
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