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I. Ioakim is the pen name of an independent author whose work explores the myths, histories, and interior lives of ancient Greece. Writing in the tradition of literary mythology fiction, I. Ioakim reimagines the gods, Titans, and mortals of the ancient world as fully interior beings — conscious, suffering, and searching for meaning within the structures that define them.

The mythology series spans primordial deities, Olympian gods, heroes, and the women whose stories the ancient tradition consistently underrepresented. Each novel is written as a standalone work, entering a single consciousness and staying there long enough to understand what it costs to be that particular being in that particular world.

I. Ioakim's books are available through Amazon KDP and major digital retailers worldwide.
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He came from Phoenicia looking for his sister and ended up founding a city, and the city outlasted everything else he built, which was considerable.

This is the story of Cadmus — son of the Phoenician king Agenor, brother of Europa whose abduction by Zeus set the entire journey in motion, the man who followed a divine cow across Greece until it lay down and who built Thebes on the spot where it rested.

It is the story of the dragon's teeth — the sowing of the teeth of the serpent he killed, the armed men who rose from the earth, the specific and violent solution he found to the problem of men born already fighting.

It is the story of Harmonia — the daughter of Ares and Aphrodite whom he married at a wedding that all the gods attended, and what that extraordinary beginning produced across the long arc of a life that was also touched by extraordinary loss.

It is, in the end, a story about what it cost to build something genuinely new in the world — the city, the alphabet, the civilization — and what the building cost the builder.
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Chapter One: The Phoenician Prince
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He had grown up in Sidon with the specific and particular quality of upbringing that the son of a prosperous Phoenician king received — the education in the practical arts of governance and commerce and the maritime trade that was the specific and defining excellence of the Phoenician cities, combined with the broader and more philosophical education that a family of genuine learning and genuine cultural ambition provided to the sons it expected to eventually govern.

Phoenicia was not Greece. This was the specific and important thing to understand about Cadmus's starting position — that he came from outside the Greek world, from the specific and genuinely different cultural tradition of the Levantine coast, from a civilization that had its own particular excellences and its own particular ways of understanding and organizing the world that were genuinely different from the Greek ways without being genuinely inferior to them.

He was comfortable in multiple worlds. The Phoenician trading network extended across the Mediterranean in ways that gave the sons of Phoenician merchant princes a specific and genuine cosmopolitanism — the exposure to multiple languages and multiple cultures and multiple ways of doing things that sustained contact with the wider Mediterranean world most directly produced. He had learned Greek as one of the languages that the trading network required, had encountered the Greek world in the specific and practical context of the commercial relationships that connected Phoenicia and Greece across the Mediterranean's various routes.

His sister Europa had been beautiful. He held this memory of her with the honest and somewhat painful quality that the memory of someone whose specific and particular existence had been the direct occasion of everything that followed his own extraordinary life most directly deserved — not simply the beauty as an abstract quality but the specific and particular person that the beauty had been attached to, the sister whose company he had known across the years of their shared childhood in Sidon and whose absence had organized the entire subsequent arc of his own story.

Zeus had taken her. This was the specific and dramatic account of what had occurred — the king of the gods appearing in the form of a white bull on the shore where Europa was playing with her companions, the bull's beauty and its gentleness producing the specific and fatal confidence that had led her to climb onto its back, and the bull's subsequent departure into the sea with Europa clinging to it and the specific and total quality of her disappearance from everything that had constituted her ordinary life.

His father had sent him to find her. Agenor had sent all his sons — Cadmus and his brothers Phoenix and Cilix — to search for Europa with the specific and explicit instruction that they were not to return without her, an instruction whose literal impossibility the father either did not fully reckon with or chose to impose regardless of its impossibility because the specific quality of his grief at Europa's loss required some active response even if the active response was not genuinely calibrated to the possibility of success.

The brothers had searched and had eventually settled in various regions without returning to Sidon, each establishing his own presence in a new place in the specific way that men who could not accomplish the impossible task they had been sent on and could not return without accomplishing it found ways to build new lives in the places the search had brought them to. He had searched longer than his brothers and more specifically than his brothers — had pursued the search with the particular quality of sustained and directed attention that his own character most directly expressed.

He had consulted the oracle at Delphi. This was the specific and consequential decision that reorganized the search from a quest for the specific and particular person he had been sent to find into something considerably different — the oracle had told him to stop searching for Europa and to follow instead a cow that bore a specific marking on its flank, to follow the cow until it lay down, and to build a city on the spot where it rested.
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Chapter Two: The Oracle's Instruction

[image: ]


He had thought about the oracle's instruction with the specific and careful attention that instructions whose literal meaning required the abandonment of the task one had set out to accomplish most directly deserved. The oracle was telling him to stop looking for Europa — to accept that the search had reached the point at which its continuation was no longer the appropriate response to the situation it had been initiated to address, and to begin something genuinely new rather than continuing to pursue something that the divine world had apparently organized beyond his reach.

He had resisted this initially. The resistance was honest and genuine rather than simply the conventional reluctance of a person who had not yet fully absorbed what they had been told — he had spent years searching for his sister with the full and directed force of his own genuine love for her and his own genuine commitment to the task his father had assigned, and the instruction to stop and do something entirely different was not an instruction that his own nature simply absorbed without the specific friction that a genuine change of fundamental direction produced.

He had also recognized, after the initial resistance, that the oracle was right. This was the specific quality of honest engagement with oracular instruction that his own character most directly expressed — not simply the deference to divine authority that conventional piety required, but the genuine assessment of what the oracle had said against the honest accounting of what the search had
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