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Has anyone ever gone underwater, and stared up at the sky from the bottom of the pool? The waves on the surface of the water, finally stop dancing and everything is still and quiet, and you watch the sky move, you watch it as if it's totally new and even though you feel the sharp tug of your lungs reminding you that it's almost time to go up for more air, yet you stay. A young woman awakes from her bed opening her curtains and soaking in the sunlight before lifting up her cat saying, "Good morning, Simba." Simba purrs happily just as a voice calls out, "Marissa, are you awake?." Marissa replies, "yes mom." The door opens to Amber who says, "Happy birthday my sweet girl! are you ready to go?." Marissa answers, "not yet, mom I just got up... I must have slept through my alarm." Amber says, "don't you worry sweetheart, I will meet you at the car in fifteen minutes, we will grab breakfast on the way." Amber hugs Marissa before leaving; she smiles happily thinking, 'I've got the world's best mom.' Marissa does some stretches with Simba whilst thinking, 'I cannot believe I am officially eighteen today, college will start in a few months, atleast I get to enjoy my summer first... it feels like just last week I graduated Grove high school, but I still haven't fully decided which college I want to go to.' Marissa opens a drawer taking out four letters. She looks at them thinking, 'three of my closest friends want me to go with them to the local college not too far from home but the real reason I have not chosen one isn't because I cannot decide, it is actually because I have no idea what I want to do with my life.' Marissa grabbed her comb saying, "do I even want to go to college? I have no clue what I want to be now that I'm growing up, you are so lucky Simba to have an uncomplicated life." Simba purrs again whilst lost in thoughts Marissa soon hears the car engine starting; she says, "oh no, mom has started the car... I better hurry." Marissa heads to the washroom, changes, pours treats in the cat bowl and runs out saying, "love you, Simba." Soon in the car Amber asks, "is there somewhere special you would like to go for your birthday tonight, sweetie?." Marissa replies "not particularly mom, I guess Italian sounds nice, is it alright if Sarah comes with us?." Amber answers, "not tonight, Mar I have something special planned, why don't you hangout with her today after we get back, and we will have just a family birthday dinner in the evening?." Marissa nods saying, "sure that sounds fine." Marissa wonders, 'what has mom planned so specially for me?' Amber says, "OK great, it will be just me and you like old times! Mommy and daughter time, YAY!." Marissa could see the excitement in her mother's eyes and voice saying, "oh mom." Amber asks, "OK sweetie, we are here why don't you talk to him first? I will join you in a moment." Marissa nods as Amber stops the car before saying, "wait a minute, sweetheart." Amber takes out a bunch of flower saying, "lay this for him." Marissa nods before soon entering the graveyard. A lot of people may find it strange that the first place Marissa visits is the cemetery, she comes here every year on this particular day as it is the anniversary of her father's death. Marissa sighs thinking, 'birthday's have always been a bittersweet thing to me ever since my dad died.' Marissa closes her eyes remembering how the night changed everything in their lives, she was feeling bored at a party and called her dad to fetch her, her mom had not been feeling so well, so he put her to bed before driving to pick up her up however he never made it. Marissa phoned her dad however the officer answered saying, "I am sorry to inform you that your father has passed away". Marissa asks, "what happened?". The officer replies, "it all happened so quickly but a drunk driver sped through the red light and...". Marissa felt her heart break into two as she immediately headed home to find a police officer with Amber who was devastated. Amber hugged Marissa whilst breaking down saying, "I can't believe he is gone". The flashback ends with Marissa opening her eyes before laying the flowers over the grave saying, "hey daddy, guess what I am officially eighteen today! I still miss you so much, I cannot believe it has been seven years since that accident in which you were taken from us... I know it feels like yesterday but I graduated from high school last week, I know you were watching the ceremony from up there, I could feel you close to me; mamma says she has something special planned for me tonight, she is such a brilliant mom, but I can't think how much happier she would be with you here... she got you these lovely flowers, your favourite". 
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Marissa bends down saying, "I worry about her being lonely if I decide to move out for college, please watch over her daddy... speaking of college... I-I'm not sure if I really want to start college yet or even go. I don't know what I want to do or what I want to study in, either... I don't want to waste time just floating in education, I want to be there with a purpose; but I also don't want to disappoint mama, she is so excited for me to start right away, what do I do? I wish you were here daddy". Marissa could feel the hot tears fighting their way in the corner of her eyes, she could never let out more than a few sentences when she came to visit the cemetery even after all this time, Marissa tearfully says, "I...I-I-I l-love you". She quickly turns away when she hears a light footstep making their way quickly across the soft grass, Marissa did not like her mom seeing her cry, she had already been so strong for her. Marissa thought, 'I cry in secret not to show weakness to my mom who has always been so brave...'. Amber comes over as Marissa knows it is too late, her eyes are puffy from her spilled tears as Amber gave her a hug from behind, gently squeezing her arms; Marissa felt her mother's warmth touch wrapped around her; she always knew how to comfort her when she was feeling low. Amber says, "hey there, my love! our girl is finally eighteen! she got into four different colleges, we have a very bright and beautiful daughter... I know you're up there watching over us every day and how proud you are". At that declaration of pride, Marissa felt more tears streaming down her cheeks, these were tears of guilt from not being able to tell her mom how she truly felt. Marissa thought, 'I need to tell mom how I feel but how can I...'. Amber pats Marissa's back assuredly, and that only made matters worse, more tears streamed down Marissa's cheeks, and her sobs grew louder; Amber gave Marissa an understanding look; Amber did not understand how Marissa was feeling as Marissa thought, 'if only I could tell her how I feel...'. Amber says, "Mar, why don't you go sit in the car, I will be along shortly". Marissa nods before saying, "bye daddy, love you". Marissa leaves whilst Amber checks each corner before saying, "Mason, I am telling her tonight, I know we agreed to tell her after grad school, and I want to honour that even though you are no longer here, I still have the pendant... I am not sure how all of this works exactly, so I am hoping you give me a little help and direction from up there... I love you darling, till next time...". Amber soon leaves and drives off; Marissa wondered, 'these visits to my dad always made me feel at peace when we left the cemetery, but this time it felt different... I never keep secrets from mom and the fact that I just shared information with my dead father but can't with her- it is making the guilt worse'. Marissa sighs thinking, 'god now I feel like such a bad daughter'. Amber asks, "so what are you and Sarah gonna do today?". Marissa replies, "oh... I'm not sure, probably go to the beach, a swim sounds great". Amber giggles saying, "how did I not guess that? my little starfish". Marissa giggles saying, "well swimming is my favourite activity". Amber says, "I would say water is your favourite activity, I haven't been able to keep you out of it since you were three". Marissa says, "I don't know why, I just feel so happy when I'm swimming... I feel complete, is that strange to say?". Amber replies, "of course not sweetie, I think it is completely natural when you are doing something you love". Marissa says, "that reminds me, I need to text Sarah". She sends a message to Sarah just as they soon reach home; Marissa says, "oh! Sarah wants to meet me at the beach in ten minutes, I gotta change! bye mama, see you in a few hours". Marissa heads upstairs and changes quickly before coming down to find her mom cuddling with Simba. Amber says, "bye sweetie, be safe!". Soon at the beach Sarah was waiting for Marissa who suddenly arrived there. Sarah was drinking a mimosa when Marissa says, "girl, did you seriously start drinking without me? and why are you wearing the same swimsuit as me?!". Sarah says, "perhaps if you were not running so late, I would have waited but this is mine... as for the swimsuit I can't help it if my style is amazing... if you love me so much we can be twinsies". Marissa gives Sarah a cold dark stare for a moment.  
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Sarah asks, "why are you looking at me like that?". Marissa soon laughs whilst Sarah laughs with her; Marissa says, "oh, I have missed you!". Sarah says, "it's been three days too long!! now come on birthday girl let's have fun!". Marissa's stomach rumbles as she says, "ugh, in everything that happened I forgot to eat". Marissa heads over to a hut before soon ordering two corn dogs; she comes over saying, "here, it's your favourite beach treat, right?". Marissa quickly finishes hers before biting Sarah's one who says, "hey!". Marissa pats her stomach with a smile before saying, "alright, let's text the boys to come meet us up here! I have not seen them since graduation last week". Sarah takes out her phone saying, "girl, way ahead of you, now onto your birthday!". She makes a call before soon playing music; Sarah went over and brought another two glasses along with a bottle of champagne; Marissa and Sarah soon sat in the sand whilst the waves washed over their feet. They looked at up the sky whilst thinking about how everything was changing; within twenty minutes Sarah soon got up startling Marissa saying, "OOOHHHH!! I see them, I am gonna meet them down the beach!". Sarah in a rush grabbed a few more glasses along with champagne bottles and started jogging towards the boys; she handed the glasses to the guys; Marissa says, "I think I should pop the cork, I am the BIRTHDAY GIRL after all!". Sarah says, "of course, here you are!". Marissa pops the cork and pours the champagne into the glasses whilst Sarah asks, "hey guys, why are you not wearing your swim trunks?". Austin says, "we were just down the street grabbing a bite to eat when you called us, beautiful". Sarah blushes saying, "I guess that's ok then, we have missed you guys". Myles says, "hey Sar, is that Mar down there chugging a bottle of champagne?". Sarah replies, "of course, it's her birthday go join her... lover boy". Myles walks over to Marissa whilst Sarah stayed with Austin. Myles says, "hey there birthday girl!". Marissa says, "hey there handsome!". Myles asks, "woah, how much have you had to drink, babe?". Marissa replies, "I think a better question is why are you wearing sneakers on the beach, sir?". Myles chuckles saying, "I know right, what was I thinking?". Suddenly Marissa felt super tipsy and dizzy from drinking too much and her body fell forward. She felt her knees hit the hot sand, and she caught her face from falling too deep. Myles gently grips Marissa's arm to help her up; Marissa thought, 'that was embarrassing...'. She says, "thanks for helping me, Myles". Myles asks, "are you ok, Mar? you don't usually drink this much, even when we go out you are always the chill one". Marissa blushes thinking, 'he is so sweet, and ohh those eyes, he could undress me with them if he wanted to but he's a gentlemen... woah- how drunk am I? oh I think he's waiting on me to answer... oopsie!'. Marissa asks, "I'm sorry... what was the question again? i was distracted by your amazing smell". Myles says, "oh my, let's get you home so you can take a nap and sober up". Marissa screams, "NO!! WE ARE GOING TO STAY AND YOU ARE GOING TO DANCE WITH ME AND WE ARE GONNA HAVE FUN! NOW DANCE!!". Marissa turns on the music before dancing to several songs along with Myles; as a slow song came on, Marissa noticed how good a dancer Myles was. She stops and smiles at him before he stop saying, "What?". Marissa replies, "oh nothing, you are just a really good dancer". Marissa looked away, and out of the corner of her eye she could see him looking at her intently; it is as if he knows something is wrong. Myles asks, "Mar, what's up? you know I am here, and you can talk to me, right? is it because it's your birthday... and you know, your dad?". Marissa shook her head from side to side, letting Myles know that was not it; as she stood there in Myles's supportive and patient gaze, she could feel the dizziness fade away and the tipsy feeling was starting to slowly wear off; all of her emotions came flooding back. Marissa thought, 'fear...sadness...guilt'. An overwhelming sense of helplessness washed over her, and she couldn't hold back anymore. Marissa breaks down as Myles comes over to hug her; she says, "I-I-I'm...s-s-sorry". Marissa felt Myles's strong hands rub her back soothingly whilst she sobbed everything out. She soon stepped back wiping the tears away whilst Myles asks her, "feel better?". Marissa replies, "sorry about tttthhhaatt, I guess I have been h-h-holding this all in for months". Myles says, "well I am here for you". Marissa takes a deep breath saying, "it's just that with college coming up, I have absolutely no idea what I want to do, being mom's only child is kind of a lot of p-pressure to make her proud" 
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Marissa says, "I don't want to go into college with no plan, with ab-ab-solutely no idea what I want to do or be, I want to take time off to pursue interests, figure out who I-I-I am, I don't want to disappoint her you know? she's done so m-m-much for me, and I don't want her to think I'm a screw up". Myles says, "wow, I didn't know you felt that way, I thought you were excited to start college with all of us". Marissa says, "oh, don't be mistaken I would love to be in college with you guys and get out on my own, but I don't know if that's the right move for me, right now". Myles says, "Marissa we will all support you in whatever you decide even if it's to not live with us, you just need to speak to your mom... she is really cool! i know she will understand, love you and be proud of you, no matter what... have you told Sarah this yet?". Marissa laughs replying, "you're kidding, right? she would murder me if I ruined her plans for us". Myles chuckles and Marissa laughs too, she could already feel her spirit feeling happier and lighter, she was happy to confide with Myles about her true feelings, he was always there and knew what to say to make her feel better. Myles says, "perhaps you are right, I would wait to tell her till you know what you are doing for sure, might save you a headache". Marissa smiles as she soon realised how close Myles was standing beside her, her stomach suddenly fluttered as if there were a thousand butterflies in there. Marissa says, "thanks for listening, Myles". Myles says, "anytime, gorgeous". Marissa blushes just as Sarah comes over saying, "hey lovebirds, did you miss me?". Marissa says, "Sarah! where's Austin?". Sarah replies, "he went to go get us some more booze, he wants to stay and have a bonfire on the beach tonight, you in?". Marissa says, "I can't Sarah, I have dinner with my mom tonight, remember?". Marissa says, "oh wait! what time is it?". Myles checks his watch saying, "almost five". Marissa says, "crap, I need to get home and shower for dinner, rain check Sarah?". Sarah says, "well I can't really say no to you on your birthday, can I?". Marissa giggles saying, "thanks, you are the best". Marissa hugs Sarah whilst Myles says, "hold up, you are not driving home Marissa, I will take you". Marissa says, "I have my car here Myles, my mom will know I was drinking if you drive me home". Myles says, "well then I will drive you home in your car, Austin can come get me from your house before your mom sees me". Marissa says, "seriously, what would I do without you guys?". They all laugh before soon talking for another thirty minutes until Austin got back, before they left, Marissa and Sarah hopped into the water for a quick swim. Marissa thought, 'the salt water seemed to help clear my head, I won't dare offer to drive again... better to be safe than sorry, right?'. Myles dropped Marissa off home in her car as agreed and hopped back into the other car with Austin and Sarah. Marissa raced upstairs and got into the shower before she saw mom; Marissa did not want her mom to smell the alcohol on her. Two hours later Marissa finished her shower thinking, 'man, I should not have drank so much in such a small timeframe, I feel so exhausted... atleast the shower helped a little'. She came to her bedroom and opened her closet wondering what to wear for her birthday dinner with her mom. Marissa chooses a baby blue dress with a white bow belt saying, "I love this! it's perfect". She sees Simba on the bed and kisses him saying, "my fluffy Simba!". Soon Amber called, "Marissa sweetie, are you ready?". Marissa comes down to see her mom also looking well-dressed before they head into the car. On the way Amber asks, "so darling, how was the beach with Sarah? did you have a good time?". Marissa replies, "it was great, she invited Austin and Myles, we all hung out and talked about our future college plans... they all want to get an apartment together after the first semester". Amber says, "that is a lovely idea, I'm not so sure about you living with boys, but they have grown into very good men, I know they would be good to you girls, although I do not approve of Sarah's drinking influence on you". Marissa says, "nothing gets past you does it, mama?". Amber answers, "no I smelled it on your beach bag you left in the living room sofa". Marissa thinks, 'whoops, I guess I spilled a little when I was downing that bottle of champagne'.  
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Amber says, "but as long as you're being safe and not drunk driving, and only doing it around close friends... I cannot stop you, you are my college girl now; soon you will be in all kinds of situations, I won't be able to control this is why I think it would be good for you to room with your friends, even if two of them are boys". Marissa says, "we would have our own separate rooms mama, it would be fine". Amber says, "ahaha! separate rooms, do you not think I see how that Myles boy looks at you, Marissa? he is absolutely infatuated with you". Marissa says, "maybe, but we are just friends, and he would never do something to make me feel uncomfortable, like you said he's a good guy". Amber laughs saying, "I trust you Mar, you are fast becoming an adult". Amber gets emotional as Marissa says, "mom, don't start crying... now you are gonna get me all sad". Amber sniffles saying, "no... I am ok, I just can't believe how fast time has flown, I love you darling". Marissa says, "aww I love you too mama.. ooh take a right up here to get to the restaurant". Amber nods as they soon drive up to the restaurant; they ate dinner and mostly the topic for the night was Marissa however Amber did share her favourite memories of her with Mason over the years. Marissa found the dinner was emotional; Amber asked Marissa about her plans for college whilst she thought, 'this is my chance to tell her my fears'. Marissa didn't have the courage and bailed out again, she somehow managed to dodge each of her question and began asking Amber about her birthday surprise. Amber took the dessert to go and told Marissa she had her surprise waiting at home. They soon came home, Marissa was super excited saying, "Surprise time! yaaaaay!". Amber says, "AFTER dessert, dear". They munched on the cupcakes, Marissa began to felt guilty with not sharing how she truly felt with her mom. Marissa thought, 'she needs to know, I know she will be supportive of me no matter what, right?'. Amber says, "ok! time for your surprise, now this is a very special gift, as it is a family heirloom on your father's side... we have been saving it for your eighteenth birthday". Amber hands Marissa the box in which Marissa opens it to find the most beautiful gift she had ever seen, it was a sparkling silver pendant with a large white pearl hanging from the center; Marissa couldn't quite explain it, but the pendant had a certain shine to it which she had never seen before. Marissa thought, 'it looks as though it is shimmering... kind of like the way something looks when you put it underwater and look at it from the surface... the way the sunlight reflects off of it in the water giving it a glimmering effect... ahaha I said shimmering first". Marissa gently took it out of the box and held it up to the light; she then went over and hugged Amber and kissed her cheek saying, "this is so beautiful, mama". Amber says, "before you wear it dear, there is a story that goes along with it, there is something that you need to learn about your family lineage, something that could change your life". Marissa sets the pendant gently back in the box and turned to her mom to interrupt knowing that this was her chance to tell her how she felt. Marissa thinks, 'it's only fair after she's given me this amazing sentimental gift and apparently is about to reveal some family secret... I need to tell her before I get sidetracked'. Marissa says, "and I would love to hear it, mama but first there is something that I must tell you before I lose my nerve". Amber says, "go ahead dear, you know you can tell me anything". Marissa says, "I...I...I don't know how to say this... I do not want to start college right away; I want to find myself". Amber doesn't say anything just blinks at Marissa who says worriedly, "mama?". Amber says, "of course Mar, I will support you in whatever you do". Amber begins to cry whilst Marissa says, "mama, please don't cry it is going to be ok". Amber says, "no dear, I am fine, let's finish this conversation tomorrow ok, I'm quite tired". Marissa says, "but what about the story?". Amber says, "t-t...tomorrow". Amber heads to her room whilst Marissa wonders, 'what the hell was that? so much for my theory of her being supportive, she hates me now'. Simba comes over to Marissa who picks him up saying dejectedly, "happy birthday to my selfish ass". She soon carries Simba to her room and then heads to sleep.  
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The next morning Marissa was still in her bed thinking, 'it's been a restless night'. She had been tossing and turning and barely got any sleep; Marissa did sneak to Amber's door around midnight to check on her, only to find her mom pacing in her room and muttering to herself; Marissa awoke to the sunlight and chirping of the birds outside her window. Simba soon rubbed his paw on Marissa's cheek; she got out of bed saying, "ugh, I better go check on her and try to talk". Marissa bend down kissing Simba who purred happily before going back to sleep; Marissa headed over to her mom's bedroom however the room was empty. She then headed downstairs to the garden calling out, "mama! you out here?". She looked around before Amber says, "I'm here, Marissa". Marissa comes over to Amber saying, "mama, can we talk about yesterday?". Amber sighs saying, "look sweetie, you don't really understand everything, ok? I am not upset about your life choice, well... I am but not for the reasons you understand... I am about to go to the market; can we talk later?". Marissa asks, "can I come with you? we can talk later when we get back". Amber says, "I am on my way out, if you can get dressed and be downstairs in five minutes". Marissa says, "fine, don't leave without me, I will be right back". Marissa heads upstairs whilst Amber sighs saying with a worried expression, "Mason, I am so afraid of losing her to the sea, to your family". Amber thinks, 'I can't lose my baby girl she is all I have left of you... her wanting to postpone college is just proof to me that she is searching for the half of herself she doesn't yet know about'. Amber says, "I have to pull myself together". She heads inside and prepares a quick breakfast; Simba comes down meowing as Amber pours his nibbles in his bowl. Meanwhile upstairs Marissa had finished brushing her teeth and freshening up before grabbing her white jean, red blouse, and white converse shoes. She says, "I look perfect, gotta hurry mom is waiting for me". Marissa runs down through the living room and saw the box that her mom had given her; she reached down and scooped the pendant up out of it, intending to put it on when she got in the car; Marissa also smelled something aromatic coming from the kitchen. She quickly dashed in and grabbed the toast covered with marmalade; soon in the car the trip to the market was incredibly quiet; before Marissa could start a conversation she took out the pendant and tied it around her neck; for a moment she felt like it glowed. Marissa immediately removed it asking, "mama, did you see it glow?". Amber replies in a snappish tone, "I'm driving, Mar! how could I have seen anything?". The rest of the drive Marissa sat in silent wondering, 'why is she so irritated with
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