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Newspapers may be going out of style in the modern virtual era, yet there's still a demand for printed paper in every city and town across America and the world. There will always be a demand for tangible paper in society. 

When people think of newspaper carriers they generally think of the kid riding his bicycle around the neighborhood throwing papers haphazardly towards the porches without getting off his bike. Or they may think of the guy on the street yelling “get your newspaper, read all about it!”, as he’s loudly announcing the latest news. Neither of these depictions is realistic in today's world. 

Being a newspaper carrier is a serious job that takes a lot of dedication and grit to accomplish. Initially, most people give up after a couple of days when trying to deliver newspapers to hundreds of residences every morning. There's much more to this job than most people understand, and to put it plainly, it's not for the lazy and faint of heart. 

The job entails a person getting up around 1 am-2 am every morning, getting their papers, and then delivering them by 6 am-7:30 am depending on the day. Most routes are going to take a carrier 2-4 hours every morning. Sundays are always the largest papers to deliver, so it takes about an hour longer. 

Now if that isn't hard enough, consider this job is every morning without any days off ever! I'll qualify that with an explanation, yet this is basically true and remains the most difficult part of this job.

A newspaper carrier is hired on by the newspaper as an independent contractor, therefore delivering the paper to their assigned route is up to them every day of the year. This means a newspaper delivery route carrier is also a business. The carrier is also a business owner, which means they have to find someone to substitute for them if they want some days off. 

This sounds easy enough, right? The problem is a route doesn't make very much money as it is, and who wants to learn a route to work a couple of days a month and make $40? Learning a route to the point where it's easy enough to do from memorization takes about 2 weeks. Until a person has memorized the route, it takes about 5 hours instead of 3 and is a complete headache. That's why so many people quit when they first try the job out. 

You have to find the right person, train them, and then pay them about double what you're getting paid to have them substitute for you. If you have someone substitute for you for 4 days a month, you'll lose 8 days of pay! That is if you can even find someone who wants to learn the route and get up at 1 am in the morning for four days a month. Are you starting to see why this job turns into an everyday job? 

The actual job itself is conducted at night time in the wee hours of the morning. You can imagine when you first are learning the route how difficult it can be to find houses in the dark. Additionally, every customer has a different place they want the paper to be placed. Some want the paper in a bag in the tube on the porch, others want it on the back porch, while others may even want the paper put in a bag hanging off the door! Learning the route is a real nightmare and it takes a special person who can see the light at the end of the tunnel to understand that when they have the route memorized it'll become much easier. 

After the initial nightmare of learning a route (even with a trainer), a carrier will start to get into the zone. When a carrier has the route memorized the job then becomes much easier. At this point, for the right person, they'll really start enjoying their paper route. The peacefulness and solitude of working by yourself at this vacant time in the morning is a joy for the right person. 

Another aspect of being a paper route carrier is the elements of nature. Depending on where you are located determines the difficulty of navigating the weather while accomplishing your daily paper route. Snow and ice are the biggest obstacles for a paper route. If there's a large amount of snow, then the carrier will need to put some chains on their vehicle or have studs in their tires. Even with this preparation, a route is made much more difficult with even a few inches of snow. Also, remember the snow plows usually are just beginning to start working when you are getting up and heading toward your route. Depending on how far you are from getting to your route and the terrain will determine if making it to get your papers in the first place isn't a large job in itself. 

Another common element of weather is rain. The rain will be a challenge, but with some good rain gear and a method of guarding the papers against getting wet, it is manageable. The wind can make it difficult when throwing the papers and also just trying to walk around. 

A carrier must first drive to the drop location where they will pick up their papers in the first place. This location usually is inside some large building, but can also be outside under a parking garage. Depending on the newspaper you are working for a carrier may have to put inserts into the papers and bag them before they even leave the drop site. Other places will just give you the papers with the inserts already in them (except on Sundays), and you will simply go on to your route – on Sundays you will have to insert one main insert into the paper. 

Going to the drop site to pick up your papers is sometimes one of the most difficult parts of the job because this is where you are in contact with the other carriers and workers. This job is mainly a job people work by themselves and independently, so you get some strange characters as carriers. The fact that you'll see these people sometimes every day can be a part of the job you dread sometimes. 

Once you get your papers and supplies, then you head to your route and systematically deliver the papers in basically the exact same way every morning. There'll be some changes to the route list you'll have to manage, otherwise, it's autopilot time. When done, you head home. 

Almost always a paper route pays its carriers once a month. Taxes aren't taken out of the pay, so it's up to the carrier to file taxes at the end of the year. You'll have to calculate taxes being taken from the amount you make, but you can deduct all the expenses of your “business.” Also, you have to calculate the gas you are spending to accomplish your route. 

That's a simple description of a newspaper route carrier job.
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My Adventures as a Carrier
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Out of the 19 years in the workforce, I've spent an estimated total of 3.5 years of them as a paper route carrier, working a total of 7 separate routes in that time. Currently, I'm working on the seventh paper route. I've worked for three papers and in three different cities in that time, all in the same state of Oregon. The longest time I held a single paper route was a year and a half. 

The first route I had was when I was in my early twenties. At first, it seemed very difficult and I was unsure if I could do it, yet because I was desperate for a job at the time I endured and ended up liking the job. At the time I was a night owl and stayed up late drinking and smoking Cannabis with my musician and writer friends. This didn't work out very well with getting up early and I eventually lost my paper route after being late too many times. 

Having a paper route led me to listen to Coast to Coast AM radio in the wee hours of the morning. Later on in life, this would prove to be a life-changing event, but at the time it was simply very entertaining listening to what I thought at the time to be wild fantastical ideas about reality and conspiratorial history.

My second paper route was in a higher elevation and I was hired in the middle of winter. This proved to be a very difficult
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