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European Culture and Society, and Culture and Society in Europe: An Introduction

Thomas M. Wilson

The questions of what and where is Europe, when did it come into existence, and who are its people may seem, at first consideration, to be banal or not worthy of much of a response. After all, it may be argued, the location of the continent is clear, and people who are European, and those who are not, know who they are and the similarities and differences that make it so. But on reflection, and with some attention to history and contemporary society, culture, politics, and economics, the answers to these questions become more problematic. This is because the historical and contemporary frontiers of Europe have always been simultaneously clear to some but unclear to others, agreed in some ways but contested in others, and never static but always dynamic. Undergraduate university students in North America and Europe often hesitate when asked about the borders of Europe, but on some goading, the consensus answer often includes some agreement on Iceland in the west, the Ural Mountains in the east, the Mediterranean Sea in the south, and the Arctic in the north. However, this is not entirely satisfactory when the overseas territories of many European nations are included, or when citizens of countries in Asia, in places once called Asia Minor or the Levant, or in former states of the Russian Empire or the USSR see themselves as Europeans precisely because they share some form of community with the rest of their fellow Europeans. Seen from the perspective of culture and society, it should be clear now, and clearer still perhaps with reference to the past, that the limits of what Europe is, where it is and has been, and who are the Europeans of the past and present have always been in flux, since the time when the name of Europe was first used in ancient Greece. It is also just as clear that Europeans and others can identify the European end of the Eurasia landmass on a map and are aware of the many peoples, places, cultures, societies, nations, and states that are situated, and situate themselves, in Europe.

In this encyclopedia, the contributors explore the national dimensions of culture and society, which is to say the culture and society formed historically and formulated by nation-states in Europe. Each contributor also provides information on the minority nations and ethnic groups within each state and on aspects of global, international, and transnational culture and society that tie so many peoples today to others across regional, national, and continental boundaries. As such, the contributors here have collectively constructed a portrait of how the idea and meanings of the concept of Europe have infused so much that is significant in national cultures and societies, while at the same time providing evidence of how national and subnational cultures and societies, in the localities and regions within each country examined, are the building blocks of what is widely held by them, and by others globally, as a distinctively European character. It is this European character, in its geographical, historical, political, economic, social, and cultural forms, that is the subject of this encyclopedia, as is its role in the institutions, actions, ideas, and values of the peoples of Europe.

THE IDEA OF EUROPE

The name Europe has been used in reference to territory, people, culture, civilization, and society for thousands of years, but the idea of Europe as a continent with shared culture and society that give it and its peoples a basis for a common identity is only a few centuries old. While there were various definitions of Europe in use before the eighteenth century, in notions that informed if not motivated peoples’ beliefs, actions, and organizations, these might more usefully be seen as contradictory and complementary Europes. These various definitions of Europe, this variety of Europes, had historically diverse origins and served many functions. As such, the idea of Europe should be viewed as a history of often competing, overlapping, and mutually constituting concepts.

The idea of Europe has meant many different things to people throughout history, and as such, both consensus and dispute are hallmarks of any attempt to define or characterize the continent and the people on it. From the time of the earliest record of the use of the name Europe, which the ancient Greeks linked to Europa, the mythological daughter of a Phoenician king, the dimensions of the continent were unclear. Even the derivation of the name Europa is unknown, although many scholars consider that it might come from the Phoenician language to mean the “evening land” or “the land of the sunset,” marking it at the western edge of the known world. In the fifth century BCE, the Greek historian Herodotus recognized that the borders or limits of the continent were largely unknown, and he wondered why the one landmass of the known world should be divided into three areas of Asia, Europe, and Africa (Libya), with each named after a woman. Herodotus was also puzzled by the generally accepted boundaries of Europe in his day because he had no definite information about the west of Europe, did not know if there was a sea to the east or north of Europe, and although he heard that certain natural resources originated in the north of Europe, he had no firsthand knowledge of this. One thing was known: to the ancients there was a sea to the south.

It took the Romans to make that sea, the Mediterranean, their own (in Latin it was “our sea,” mare nostrum). Up to the time of the new Roman Empire in the first century CE, there had never been a dominant society that tied together vast stretches of the European landmass. At the height of the Roman Empire, which lasted in the west of Europe from the first to the fifth centuries, and to the fifteenth century in the east in the Byzantine Empire, Rome stretched from Iberia and Britain in the west, to the Rhine and the Danube rivers in the north, to the lands east of the Mediterranean, and to North Africa in the south. To the Romans, the mare nostrum was not a boundary but a conduit for trade and political expansion. It was the Roman world that gave a common consciousness to its peoples in Europe, Asia, and Africa. This consciousness was not based on a shared cultural identity but on the idea of a citizenship and civilization. Borrowing from the earlier Greek notion of civilized and barbarian, the Romans viewed citizens as the basis for political community, who shared rights under the law in an urban-based state. Civilization as a concept derives from the Latin word for citizen, and it has been the Roman legacy for Europeans for almost two millennia.

With the breakup of the Western Roman Empire in the fifth century, the continuation of the Eastern Empire in Byzantium (with its capital of Constantinople, later İstanbul), and the influx of Germanic tribes from the third century on, Christianity increasingly provided integration and unity to the disparate peoples across the continent. The Germanic tribe the Franks, who emerged as the main power in the former Western Roman Empire, adopted Catholicism and eventually forged an alliance with the Pope in Rome, head of the Christian church in the West. That alliance yielded the Pope’s support for the crowning of Charlemagne as the head of the first Holy Roman Empire, situated mainly in parts of today’s France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, and Belgium. The Pope’s endorsement was in one part payment for the Franks defeat of the Moors from North Africa, who had conquered most of the Iberian Peninsula in the eighth century but were stopped in their incursion across the Pyrenees mountains by Charlemagne’s grandfather. The Pope also wanted Frankish help against kingdoms closer to Rome who sought to take land and power away from the pontiff. The upshot of this alliance was that the idea of a Christian Europe was created and promulgated, where monarchs sought the approval of the Pope and the blessing of their god, for themselves and for their subjects. This was a new situation in Europe that was different from the Roman Empire, where in the latter, power derived from the emperor, who advised or dictated religious affairs within the empire. Thus, throughout the medieval era in Europe, Christianity was the most influential social bond to tie various peoples and their rulers to each other, and religion and church in turn sanctioned the explicit hierarchy of feudalism. The power of the alliance of kingdom and church in the Middle Ages in Europe is best exemplified by the Crusades, military movements from Europe in the eleventh to thirteenth centuries that were intended to oppose the expansion of various Muslim kingdoms, which at different times threatened the Byzantine Empire and the Christian-held lands in Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. One of the main goals of these Crusades was to take back the Holy Lands, sacred sites to Christians (who largely ignored the importance of the same sites in Judaism and Islam), from the Muslims who had conquered Jerusalem and many surrounding areas in the late twelfth century. The Christian kings in Iberia also got papal support for their own Crusade against the Moors. Based on the interplay of political, economic, and social power between the church and the various feudal states of Europe, by the fifteenth century, Europe had become widely used as a synonym for the lands of Christianity, and vice versa, and the importance of religion and the church can be seen in the struggle to control the humanism that erupted in the European Renaissance. The rise of science in the Renaissance eventually led to the Enlightenment of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, a period that saw the rise of nationalism as a counterweight to the autocratic power of monarchs and religious elites.

The association of Europe with Christendom had developed over a thousand years and was dependent on the distinction between a Christian Europe and the worlds of Muslims and other Christian-perceived pagans. This identification of the peoples of Europe with the Christian faith and church was an idea that was enhanced by the movement of the Moors into the Iberian Peninsula (eighth century), the many Crusades to take back and keep the Holy Land for Christianity and for European feudal lords, the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks (1453 CE), and the incursions of the Mongols (thirteenth century) and Turks (from the fourteenth to the twentieth centuries) into eastern and central Europe. However, this association began to fall apart with the conflicts of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation (sixteenth century), leading to the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648) in Europe. By the end of the seventeenth century, Christianity was no longer the provider of unity and fellowship across Europe, and the Enlightenment of the eighteenth century helped to make the history of Europe a symbol of shared culture among many Europeans. Scholars have examined these forces as aspects of the long sixteenth century, which began in the late 1400s and extended to the early 1600s, when Europe became the chief agent in the creation of a world system of trade and conquest and the leader in the development of two political and economic arrangements that are still vital today: global capitalism and the international system of nation-states. These two systems were impelled by the emphases in European life that resulted from the Renaissance and Enlightenment and that instilled in Europeans a belief in the possibility of their own individual and societal progress.

By the nineteenth century, after the decline of the integrating forces supplied by the Christian church and feudal society, and with the effects of secularism and the quest for scientific knowledge that resulted from the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, and the Age of Reason, there developed the notion of the history of European culture. While in the past there had been converging, diverging, and parallel histories of separate conceptions of Europe, in the 1800s, historical and contemporary European culture took on an ideological dimension that was fueled by, and in turn fostered, movements toward the recognition of nations and nation-states. This ideological acceptance of a shared European culture, a process stimulated by the French Revolution, was based primarily on the identification of Europe with three things: liberty, Christendom, and civilization.

In concluding this short review of how the idea of Europe has changed over the last two millennia, as one way to demonstrate the many Europes that have existed over that time, it is also worth remembering that many notions of Europe and Europeanness today rely on particular historical themes regarding how European cultures and societies often transcend national and state boundaries. Sometimes this transnationalism may be found in relatively local domains such as subnational regions, as for example in Northern Ireland and its shared histories with both the United Kingdom and with Ireland. Sometimes transnationalism ties peoples together across remarkable geopolitical boundaries, such as the Basques across the Pyrenees in the respective nominal nation-states of France and Spain. Sometimes this shared culture and society can tie many peoples who through a recognition of historical roots and contemporary practices and ideas see themselves as partners in a broad regional identity, as may be found in the Scandinavian, Nordic, and Baltic regions. However, shared culture and identity simultaneously integrates and differentiates within and across many political, economic, social, and cultural boundaries in Europe, as may be seen in a brief review of some, but certainly not all, of the forces at work in Europe today that simultaneously bring some peoples together yet separate others. The forces reviewed in the next section are geography, language, religion, nationalism, democracy, and citizenship, before turning to other forces at work that also integrate and differentiate but have become more problematic in everyday life in contemporary Europe, where notions of being and becoming European often collide with nationality and other important identities.

A SHARED AND DIFFERENTIATED EUROPE

Geography

Society and culture in Europe have been shaped but not determined by geological, climatic, and other environmental features. Europe has, broadly speaking, four geological zones: a northern mountainous region, a great central plain that extends from its western shore as far as Russia, a southern mountainous region, and a littoral region along the Mediterranean. Europe’s climate is influenced by three factors: latitude, altitude, and degree of continentality, that is, how insulated an area is from a maritime climate. Southern Europe is generally regarded as having a Mediterranean climate, central Europe a temperate maritime climate in the west and a temperate continental climate in the east (where there are four distinct seasons with a wide range in temperature), and northern Europe a boreal climate characterized by long winters and short, cool to mild summers. The continent is to be found between thirty-five degrees north latitude at Crete and past seventy-one degrees at its northern reaches, in North Cape, Norway.

This climate is strongly affected by atmospheric conditions in the Atlantic, particularly the low-pressure system over Iceland and the high-pressure system over the Azores, which result in mainly westerly winds that interact with the warm waters of the North Atlantic Drift to create a distinct difference in the maritime and continental climates of Europe. This difference makes many western countries of Europe warmer, greener, and wetter, with up to 3,000 millimeters of rainfall a year, than their interior continental neighbors, some of which have only 500 millimeters annually. Other weather systems affect northern, central, and southern Europe as well. Cold Arctic air in the north is relatively constant over the course of the year, and some parts of Europe are also affected by the seasonal weather systems of the Siberian High, a cold Eurasian air mass that covers Russia in winter and can affect the weather as far west as Italy, and the Asiatic Low, which hits southwestern Asia in summer and can influence the winds as far north as Scandinavia.

It is the presence and absence of water that helps to define the geographic character of so much of the continent. Europe is in fact principally associated historically and in popular consciousness with the great bodies of water that bound it and that flow through it. The Atlantic Ocean is to its west, the Mediterranean and Black Seas to its south, and the North, Baltic, and Arctic Seas to its west and north. The Caspian Sea, in concert with the Ural Mountains, is often deemed to be the boundary in Russia between Europe and Asia. Internally, European cultures and societies owe much to the impact on all aspects of life of the great river systems, which for centuries have served as both barriers and conduits to human cooperation and communication, such as those of the Rhine, Danube, Rhône, Elbe, Wisla, Loire, and Volga.

The presence and reproduction of flora and fauna have been influenced by these climatic conditions, as have the soil types that have been so instrumental in the development of each European society. These soil types are also today, and have been historically, key factors in land use and resource management, as reflected in the colors and shapes of the patchwork quilt of agriculture evident to observers of landscape, as may be seen when comparing field sizes, shapes, and contours between northern, western, and southern Europe. This landscape also reflects the basic soil types to be found in the continent: the well-drained black, loamy clay of much of the central plain; the peat and wetlands of much of northern and western Europe; and the dry, semiarid, shallow, and stony soils of the Mediterranean. But today the traditional look of the land is rapidly changing. It is evident that society and culture are themselves agents of mostly negative change in European ecosystems. In Europe, as in the rest of the world, biodiversity has been severely challenged by human activities: urbanization, land reclamation, the industrialization of agriculture, the exploitation of nonrenewable natural resources, and the pollution of all aspects of the environment through the widespread use of chemicals and the disposal of waste.

While it has often been argued by people not well versed in social science that climate shapes national character, it is more accurate to conclude that climate and other environmental forces constrain and enhance culture and society in such things as building materials, architectural styles, leisure activities, energy use, traditional and modern transportation, communication, food and drink, and eating and drinking, as reviewed in each of the entries that follow in this encyclopedia.

Language

While the continental boundaries of Europe have been debated for millennia, other European geopolitical boundaries have also remained unclear. Many regional and state borders today are still the subject of international disputes, for example. But some of the most fluid internal boundaries that offer Europeans opportunities for social cohesion and social differentiation are those related to language, arguably the most significant aspect of any local, regional, and national culture and a key symbol of identity across the continent. Language in twenty-first-century Europe, despite the inroads made in cosmopolitanism and transnationalism as fostered by European integration, among other key forces, remains an essential ingredient in social inclusion and exclusion. While many will argue that language provides a clear-cut boundary between those who know it and speak it and those who do not, language too is a conceptual map of social and cultural life open to many sources of interpretation, debate, negotiation, and contest.

The difficulties in assigning clear associations between language and peoples can be recognized in various ways. Most if not all countries have at least one national language, and many have more than one; however, not everyone in the country speaks a national language fluently or as a first language. Many people speak what is recognized as a dialect of a national language, and while language is defined as a system of mutual intelligibility, people who nominally speak the same language often do not understand each other as well as they might. This is partly because language is often standardized by social groups who establish rules related to syntax, grammar, and social uses. But language is also learned and adapted by social groups, such as ethnic groups and classes, in places like cities and regions, wherein the use of the same language can lead to extremes of inclusion and exclusion.

Many languages also reflect historical changes and sources, leaving for some peoples a sense of shared heritage, as may be found in many of the mutually intelligible Scandinavian languages. For others, however, a common language origin has led to a resistance to the connection and an assertion of independence and divergent national trajectories, as for example in the ebb and flow of Germanic languages, to be found for instance in present-day Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Belgium, and the Netherlands. The landscape of language in Europe today is as diverse as any other aspect of culture and society to be found within and without the states of Europe. This makes it extremely difficult to determine the number of languages spoken in the continent, but it might be reasonable to conclude that all of the languages of the world have some representatives in Europe today.

Most European languages today belong to the Indo-European language family, and they share some basic structural characteristics and some common vocabulary. This language family has derived from the hypothetical language known as Proto-Indo-European, which originated in the region of the Black Sea and Caucasus Mountains in present-day Ukraine and Russia. The peoples who spoke this language migrated west and northwest from approximately 6000 BCE, moving across Anatolia and then the Aegean, across the central plains of Europe as far as the Atlantic, and into the north country of present-day Scandinavia. The culture of these people diverged, as did their languages, which eventually developed into distinct branches. Those who crossed the Aegean Sea and settled in what is today Greece spoke Hellenic, or Greek. The peoples who moved through central, western, and northern Europe developed four branches of Indo-European: Celtic, spoken in premodern times from Iberia to Scandinavia; Germanic, spoken in northern Europe, on the shores of the Baltic, and in Scandinavia; Italic, with its core area developing on the Italian peninsula and spreading along the Mediterranean; and Balto-Slavic, spoken by the people who settled on the Hungarian plain.

The Indo-European language family in Europe today has three main branches: Balto-Slavic, Germanic, and Italic. Continental Celtic is all but extinct and is perhaps best represented historically by the Gauls. Insular Celtic survives in the Celtic Fringe, in the Irish, Scots Gaelic, Welsh, and Breton languages. The fourth main branch of Indo-European in Eurasia is Indo-Iranian, in southwestern Asia. However, most modern European languages fall within the Romance (Italic), Germanic, and Slavic branches.

The Germanic branch has had three sub-branches. East Germanic, which is extinct, included Gothic. North Germanic includes Old Norse, the ancestor of the modern languages Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, Icelandic, and Faroese. West Germanic includes Old English, Old Saxon, and Old High German and the modern languages Afrikaans, Dutch, English, Flemish, Frisian, and German. The earliest Germanic-speaking people lived in southern Scandinavia and along the coast of the Baltic Sea before 500 BCE, where they came into contact with Finnic speakers in the north and Balto-Slavic speakers in the east. The Germanic peoples expanded south over the next centuries, displacing Celtic speakers in the region until they met the frontiers of the growing Roman Empire. In the succeeding centuries, these Germanic peoples increasingly penetrated the Latin-speaking world, as may be seen in the success of the Franks, who came to dominate in what is today’s France, and of other Germanic groups who populated what is today’s British Isles.

The Romance group of languages derives from the Latin language, which grew to dominate the Italian peninsula due to the rise and expansion of the ancient Roman Republic. As Rome developed into an empire in the first few centuries of the present era, it spread its language along the Mediterranean, coming into contact with other, and non-, Indo-European languages as spoken by the conquered and by the competitors to the Romans. When the Western Roman Empire collapsed in the fifth century, the Roman world and its Romance languages diverged in the various regions in which Latin had originally been imported, as it mixed, along with other elements of culture, with the invading and neighboring Germanic, Celtic, Baltic, and Slavic peoples, including in Iberia for hundreds of years with the Moors of North Africa. The main Romance languages, all descended from Latin, are Catalan, French, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish.

The Balto-Slavic branch of Indo-European includes the greatest number of speakers of Indo-European in Europe. It has itself two main offshoots: the Baltic, which originated in present-day Poland and includes today’s Lithuanian and Latvian languages, and the Slavic, which originated in the Hungarian plain and today has three of its own branches. West Slavonic includes Czech, Polish, and Slovak; East Slavonic includes Belorussian, Russian, and Ukrainian; and South Slavonic includes Bulgarian, Macedonian, Serbo-Croatian, and Slovene. The spread of the Slavonic languages is evidence of how it is so difficult to determine a firm cultural boundary of Europe, because Russian is spoken throughout the lands of the former Russian and Soviet empires, often by ethnic Russians, and it is the national language of Russia that extends from eastern Europe to the Pacific.

While Slavic and Baltic speakers in eastern Europe displaced speakers of the Uralic language, some national languages have survived and thrived from this group, for example, the Estonian, Finnish, and Hungarian languages. There are other non-Indo-European national languages that survive in various regions of Europe, such as the Basque language that straddles the Pyrenees mountains within the current nation-states of France and Spain.

The modern languages of Europe have been influenced and in some cases fostered by the rise and expansion of the modern system of nation-states. Virtually all of the countries of Europe have at least one main national language that is inscribed in law or, in practice, is the preeminent language of the state. Some European countries have two or more national languages that are equally recognized and validated statewide, as may be seen in Switzerland and Belgium, if in practice one language seems to dominate. All European countries also have minority languages that are sometimes inscribed in law but just as often have unofficial status because they are practiced in the everyday by large groups of people, often in their regions or as immigrants. The association of language to nation and state has historically been a source of both tension and communication, integration and differentiation, and inclusion and exclusion within each European country, across international borders, and within today’s European Union (EU).

Religion

Religion, in the form of sets of beliefs, practices of worship and congregation, and formal church institutions, has also been a key integrating and differentiating force in society and culture in Europe. While it often has precise and long-standing national associations, religion also functions as a source and an arena of transnationalism, linking many related and disparate peoples across national boundaries, the continent, and the globe. For many people, religion provides a charter for action, a moral and social template that helps shape their roles in society, and it also gives some comfort, solace, and perhaps explanation of transcendent phenomena. Religion sometimes explains nature and the supernatural in ways that for some are a contradiction of science. For others, however, religion and science complement each other because of their differing attention to matters of truth and evidence. Many of the religions that Europeans espouse and practice share some key features, for they define the differences between the sacred and profane, require or suggest belief in or deference to one or more deities who occupy another state of existence, and rely on symbols, icons, and rituals to sustain their beliefs and communities. The three most significant religions in the shaping of modern European society and culture over the last two millennia, namely Christianity, Islam, and Judaism, have all been monotheistic and have developed in Europe as bodies of knowledge, structures of power, and guidelines for behavior.

Christianity originated in the eastern Mediterranean and developed out of Judaism. It spread to Europe mainly through its later Greek adherents, but it did not become a major religion in regard to converts and geographic reach until it was allowed to be practiced in the early fourth century and adopted as the official religion of the Roman Empire in 380 CE. Before that, the major religions of the ancient Greek and Roman societies were polytheistic and were variants of the belief in the gods of Olympus. However, Rome’s religious character was also influenced by other polytheistic religions, such as those of the Celts, Egyptians, Etruscans, Persians, and Syrians, which had been imported through centuries of trade and conquest. The Germanic, Teutonic, and Slavic peoples had also adopted polytheistic cosmologies, as may be seen, for example, in the Northerners’ belief in the gods and goddesses of Asgard.

Christianity’s history in the later Roman Empire reflects many of the upheavals in state and society. Debates over theology and orthodoxy helped to divide many parts of the empire, within and between the Western and Eastern Empires. This division between the eastern and western churches became more prominent from the fourth century on and outlasted the Western Empire itself. The break became enshrined in the Great Schism of 1054, which marked the separation of the Roman Catholic Church, based in Rome, and the Eastern Orthodox Church, based in Constantinople (or Byzantium, present-day İstanbul), which was in effect until the later twentieth century. The schism also had roots in an eastern orthodoxy heavily influenced by Greek schools of philosophy, and a Western Church shaped by the legacy of Roman law. This dispute was mirrored in their differences over religious iconography. One other cause and result of the schism was that, in the main, the Pope, as head of the Western Church, did not lead a theocracy, although his seat of power, the Vatican, was the capital of the Papal States from the eighth to the nineteenth centuries. On the other hand, the Patriarch in Constantinople was the leader of a state religion, one that was forged through centuries of conflict with Muslim peoples. This conflict eventually led to the conquest of the city by the Ottoman Turks in 1453 CE.

While church and state became fused in the east, the Pope in Rome held his preeminent religious position during the Middle Ages and early modern Europe through his support of secular leaders. This was particularly significant in the conversion of the Germanic tribes to Christianity, during and after the Western Roman Empire, when the Pope did not openly take sides in monarch making and statecraft. This policy is perhaps best evidenced in the Pope’s crowning of Charlemagne, ruler of the Franks, as Emperor of the Romans in 800 CE, giving religious sanction to secular power and providing a precedent that was upheld to the time of Napoleon in the nineteenth century. This pattern of papal support of secular power was maintained in western Europe throughout the Middle Ages and into the Renaissance, as most monarchs had adopted Roman Catholicism as the religion of their kingdoms.

This association of the church, monarch, and kingdom began to change in Europe with the Christian reform movement in the sixteenth century, which was initiated in a number of locales, most notably by Martin Luther in Germany, Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin in Switzerland, and the English King Henry VIII in Britain. The resulting Protestant bodies of faith, namely Lutheranism, Calvinism, and Anglicism, led to the reshaping of the map of the kingdoms of Europe and the continent as a whole. As the Protestant movement spread, driven by a demand for the reform of the Catholic Church and a revision of its theology, it combined with the Roman Church’s Counter-Reformation that resulted in a transformation of many aspects of European societies and cultures. The Treaties of Westphalia, which marked the end of the Thirty Years’ War, established a geo-religious landscape in Europe that has lasted in various forms to today, where northern Europe is largely Protestant, southern Europe Catholic, and eastern Europe Orthodox.

Islam originated in the Arabian Peninsula in the sixth century and quickly spread throughout southwestern Asia and into Europe. Its incursion into Europe occurred along three axes, and although many today argue that Christianity has been the principal religious heritage of Europeans, Islam also provided a legacy that has had an impact through most of the continent.

In the eighth century, the Moors (Berbers and Arabs of North Africa) moved into Iberia (present-day Spain and Portugal); defeated the Visigoths, who were the peninsula’s main post-Roman population; and within a few decades had crossed the Pyrenees to threaten the land of the Franks. Their progress was halted by Charlemagne’s ancestor Charles Martel at the Battle of Tours in 732 CE, but their hold on most of Iberia continued for centuries. The Christian kings of northern Iberia fought a war of reconquest that lasted for seven centuries, when La Reconquista ended in 1492 CE. But the heritage of the Moors has lived on in its influence on the peninsula’s languages and dialects, architecture, universities, and other centers of science and learning.

In the thirteenth century, the Golden Horde khanate of the Mongol Empire invaded the western Russian lands, including the territory that is today Ukraine. This khanate was not at first Islamic but became so in succeeding generations. It ruled over this part of Europe for 150 years, during which it isolated the Russian people from the rest of Europe but also instilled in the Russians and their leaders the sense that they were defenders of the Christian faith against outsiders.

The most significant incursion of Islam into Europe, because of its territorial reach and the numbers of people it affected immediately and over time, was the fourteenth-century Ottoman Turk move into southeastern Europe. In the following century, the Ottomans held most of the Balkans, surrounding the capital of the Byzantine Empire (as the Eastern Roman Empire came to be known), Constantinople, which they conquered in 1453 CE. By the sixteenth century, the Turks had progressed as far as the Danube River, reaching Vienna in Austria in 1529. While their empire in Europe did not go farther, having failed to take Vienna, the Turks held on to the territory of Hungary until the seventeenth century, and at its high point in Europe, it controlled most of Hungary, most of the Balkans (including present-day Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Romania, and Serbia), Greece, and parts of Ukraine. Although Ottoman rule in these lands was in the main indirect, establishing dependent principalities and kingdoms, many people converted to Islam during the six centuries of Ottoman presence in Europe, and it would be difficult to find any aspect of society and culture in these regions that has not been affected by Ottoman rule, which weakened considerably in the nineteenth century and came to an end in 1922.

Judaism predated the other two major religions in Europe and clearly influenced, directly in regard to Christianity and indirectly in regard to Islam, their origin and spread. Judaism also arose in the Middle East, in Canaan in the Levant, around 1300 BCE. The religion became associated with one particular population in the region, the Israelites, in the historical kingdoms of Israel and Judah. While the religion historically welcomed converts, it did not widely proselytize, unlike Christianity and Islam. It was brought to Rome in the first century BCE by migrants from the Levant and was one of the few religions that Rome tolerated. In the first century CE, Rome put down a rebellion in Judaea, in 70 CE, leading to a major dispersal of Jews throughout the empire. In the Middle Ages, the largest Jewish populations were in southeastern Europe, where the Jewish minority was relatively well treated in the Muslim lands, and in central Europe. Two Jewish traditions resulted: the Sephardic in the Mediterranean and the Ashkenazi in central Europe.

The Counter-Reformation, especially in the Spanish Inquisition, was particularly detrimental to this minority, leading to the 1492 and 1497 expulsion of Jews from Spain and Portugal, respectively. Jews had earlier been banished from England and France, and their oppression by all forms of Christianity during the Renaissance and Reformation, due in part to the Christian prohibition of moneylending, which led to that niche being filled by Jewish merchants and bankers, for which they were later punished, resulted in a mass migration of Jews from western Europe to eastern Europe from the fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries. This created large Jewish minorities in the lands of present-day Belarus, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, and Ukraine. Many other expelled Jews found sanctuary in the Ottoman lands, but safety there and elsewhere was removed for many in the twentieth-century Holocaust, a tragedy of humanity that occurred in Europe and demonstrated how religion, politics, culture, and society can be intertwined in the past and present of European nations.

One other series of events, which occurred in various forms for centuries, delineates as well both positive and negative aspects of religion, the relations between the religions, and the ways in which contemporary society, politics, and culture in Europe are still informed by the history of religious thought, actions, and institutions. The Crusades, which were eight major expeditions that happened between 1096 and 1291 CE, were Christian attempts to keep and defend the Holy Land, revered by all three major monotheistic religions. This was in direct opposition to Muslim peoples and kingdoms that for much of this period controlled those lands. But religious fervor and beliefs were not the only motivation for many Crusaders, who in medieval Europe sought land as the basis of political power in the feudal age. In addition, the history of the Crusades is replete with occurrences of Crusaders sacking Christian lands, including Constantinople itself. However, the Crusades are primarily remembered as defining the differences between the Muslim and Christian worlds for most Europeans, a heritage that persists in today’s European climate of mistrust of migrants from the Middle East. While it is clear that the Crusades have shaped many aspects of Christian-Muslim relations over the centuries, in Europe in particular, they also affected its Jewish minorities. In the First Crusade in 1096, for example, many Jews in the Rhineland were executed who did not convert to Christianity at the orders of the passing Crusaders marching to the Holy Land.

As may be seen in many of the entries in this encyclopedia, identification with religion and adherence to its practices and beliefs are often in variance in European societies. People may belong to a religion but not believe or not worship; believe but not belong to a religion; or belong and worship and not believe. In some regions, people can be seen to be “cultural Christians” (or “cultural any denomination”), wherein they portray or perform membership, or faith, or communal and ritual practices, but not in strict accordance with church dictates or community expectations. In contemporary Europe, there is a decreasing affiliation with organized religions, a process influenced in part by the reintegration of the former Communist states after the fall of the USSR, in which religions were all but proscribed. However, some patterns may be discerned in today’s Europe. Church attendance and affiliation are higher in majority Catholic countries; the numbers of nonreligious people are rising across the continent; religious rituals are still maintained as rites of passage on major occasions of the life cycle, and even civil and secular celebrations of these moments have taken on religious character; and religion linked to ethnicity and national identity is still a source of tension if not open conflict in many areas of the continent.

Nationalism, Citizenship, and Democracy

Politics ties some people to each other and separates others. Like religion, it does this within the countries of Europe and across international boundaries, for politics too must be considered as a mix or convergence of ideologies, practices, and institutions. In the last two and half centuries, a central feature of European society has been the drive to recognize, support, and reproduce nations as the key social and cultural organization of modern life, wherein nationalism and the nation-state are often touted as uniquely European inventions. As European creations, however, the nation and nationalism have had as many definitions and as many considerations of their origins as any other contentious concept in public discourse.

What is certain is that the political landscape of contemporary Europe was transformed just a generation ago, when the Cold War between the capitalist West and the Communist East, in the form of the Soviet Union, ended. From the 1990s on, the many countries of central and eastern Europe that had been ruled by Moscow became independent, and, with the many nations ruled by the USSR in Eurasia, including the Russian nation, developed new market economies and new political systems. A key area of this transformation in the former Soviet bloc was a new attention to citizenship and a reconsideration of what being a citizen meant in terms of peoples’ rights, duties, privileges, responsibilities, and liberties. The end of the Cold War was no less significant for western Europe, even if the changes were less dramatic and explicit. Among other effects, the removal of the USSR as the European Other expanded all Europeans’ notions of their relationship to other peoples, places, and histories across the continent. This helped to fuel the rather quick expansion of the European Union (EU), from twelve countries in 1990 to twenty-eight in 2019 (now twenty-seven with the departure of the United Kingdom in what has come to be known as “Brexit,” Britain’s exit from the EU in 2020). The desire to reintegrate the eastern European countries into the family of democratic nations motivated the EU to adopt new standards for future membership, criteria aimed at the rash of new member applications after the Soviet collapse. These criteria, adopted in 1993, demanded that countries seeking admission to the EU must be democratic, adopt a free market economy, and accept the full body of EU law, including its human rights legislation.

These requirements, and the rush of newly independent nations to join it, show how the EU has given new character to Europe, as a continent, a global economic force, a new political experiment, and a new form of society and culture. The EU has expanded from its original six member states, who joined together in 1957 in a trading bloc, to a supranational intergovernmental organization with some of its policies binding on all of its members. These policies affect people and institutions, high and low, national, regional, and local, in major affairs and everyday life and in all aspects of society, culture, politics, and economics. This momentum in Europeanization within the EU has, above all, required all Europeans to rethink the concepts of citizenship and democracy. It was not so long ago in Europe that, for example, there was skepticism that democracy could take root in postauthoritarian Greece, Portugal, and Spain or in post-Communist eastern Europe.

All notions of democracy involve the expectation that the government will adhere or conform to the wishes and needs of its citizens and do so in an equitable manner for the long-term good of all, even when the short-term good for some does not seem to be uppermost in the government’s actions. In a democratic frame, a government must be relatively transparent, accessible, and responsive to the expressed needs of its people, and as the government, it must provide the leadership and forms of implementation to realize these needs. In this regard, democracy both expresses and achieves the needs of its population, and it does so as the guarantor of the rights of its citizens. In a democracy, the government is the defender of the liberty that citizens enjoy, which in its finest expression is in the free and fair election of its own representatives to form the government, by, of, and for the people.

Democracy also includes the general rights and duties of the state, as the institutional realization of what the government has historically created to sustain the nation. The nation-state is the political actualization of the nation. It is the self-realization of the nation as a people who it is contended share a common past, present, and future because of their shared values, customs, social structures, and political and economic goals. The birth of the nation in the eighteenth century was a political movement to transform a population from subjects to citizens, and to create a government that would protect citizens from the repression of government, in the form of rulers and their agents. An elected government, of peoples’ representatives, was meant to channel and achieve the needs of those who elected it.

However, in the course of democratic nation-building in Europe, tensions arose between those citizens who wanted the government to mainly protect and achieve the goals expressed by the citizens, in what might be termed an ideology of classic liberalism, and those who saw the government as having more of a leadership role, to recommend, perhaps suggest, to further the interests of its citizens in what might be seen as a social democratic state. In many of the countries reviewed in this encyclopedia, these often conflicting views of the state often seem to fall along a continuum of the political right to left, in which the state must be held in check so as to not interfere with the needs of its citizens, particularly in regard to the free market, or in which the state must actively realign social and economic forces so as to achieve greater equality, which to many means the regulation of the market. In this manner, any notion of the citizenry in Europe must be tied to notions of the state, and states in Europe are inextricably linked to ideas of the nation.

Nationalism in its classical and more modernist senses has many definitions and core features. As may be discerned in the entries in this encyclopedia that follow, nationalism can be seen as a process of creating, maintaining, and reproducing the nation, whether that nation is defined as a state’s citizenry, or the majority ethnic group of a country that gives its name and character to that entity, or a country’s minority nation or ethnic group. Nationalism may also refer to an identification with a nation or state, an identity or sense of belonging attached to the nation. It is also the recognition, acceptance, and use of the panoply of culture and symbolism associated with a nation, foremost of which is the national language. In almost all instances, nationalism is a political ideology adopted as a charter for political action and for the mobilization of groups of people, sometimes for and sometimes against, other peoples, parties, programs, and ideas.

All of these forms of nationalism have figured prominently in the new populism and neo-nationalism that have become more significant in European society and culture over the last few decades. But nationalism, despite its popular association with the sometimes long histories of the nation, is a relatively recent phenomenon as a political ideology and movement, attached to notions of territorial sovereignty and national self-representation. Nationalism in Europe dates mainly to the late eighteenth century and became widespread in the continent in the first half of the nineteenth century. While it is most often associated with progress in European societies, related to the advances of representative government, protection of the rights of citizens, and governmental oversight of society, it has also been a dark force in European history, as witnessed in its role as one of the causes of the First and Second World Wars and the fascist movements that swept across Europe in record time in just one generation, a sobering fact given the turn to the right in so many of today’s European countries. Nationalism also clearly plays a part in the current war in Ukraine. The general sweep of nationalism also must be tied in Europe to the historical forces that led to its rise in each region, in relation to the creation, invention, and development of mercantilism, colonialism, industrialization, and imperialism, each of which transformed the national histories of all Europeans.

Democracies in Europe depend on fine balances of many political ideologies and movements. As may be seen in the entries in this encyclopedia, almost all European countries have political majorities and minorities who identify themselves with various forms of nationalism, republicanism, socialism, and liberalism, and some with more radical versions of these, such as anarchism, communism, and fascism, most of which have demonstrable European roots. These ideologies reflect divisions in society, such as those related to class, ethnicity, and region, but they also give rise to divisions. One of the problems bedeviling European societies in the modern era is the imprecise fit between democracy, national identity, and nationalism. The rule of law in a democracy is predicated on the assumption that all people are equal before the law and that citizens in particular, but not exclusively, will have their interests heard and met to a reasonable degree by their representative democratic government. But this legal and political homogeneity is an ideal that often seems to break down in the face of the realities of social, political, cultural, and economic heterogeneity that exists in all European countries. While the nation-state relies on a self-narrative of national integration and identity, in which the nation has succeeded in establishing its independence, autonomy, and sovereignty, in keeping with the principle of self-determination of nations made so popular in the heady days after World War I, all European societies are to some degree multicultural.

While it is often concluded by scholars and statespersons that the history of nationalism in western Europe displays a trajectory that was based on and reinforces civic nationalism, where the members of the nation are defined legally and politically as citizens, it is also widely held that eastern Europe developed a nationalism based on the cultural heritage of the nation, defined ethnically. Even a cursory review of politics and identity in European societies demonstrates that both conceptions in this black-white typology are flawed, if for no other reason than all of the countries of Europe espouse democratic values, including representative government and the rule of law, making citizenship the preeminent public status of members of the nation. But it is just as true to say that all nations perceive or adhere to culture as an integral aspect of that status, of membership in the nation, as may be seen in the various laws regarding language, history, heritage, and customs that are often attached to citizenship in most if not all European countries. And even if there are no requirements as such to show conformity with various behaviors, institutions, and symbols associated with the nation, there are many forces at work in everyday life that may be seen to demand convergence and conformity. This is why so much of society and culture in each country has similarities with others across Europe, the effects of the transformative forces of modernity. A new social order was created in Europe over the last two centuries that was established by, and helped to reproduce and diffuse, the institutions of capitalism, industrialism, and the nation-state, including the latter’s powers to protect, serve, surveil, defend, and provide order to its citizens.

This diversity presents particular problems in every nation-state in contemporary Europe, where many groups across the continent have returned to various forms of neo-nationalism. These groups oppose diversity, multiculturalism, and social and cultural hybridity in support of what might be termed traditional national culture. As a result, in some countries in the early twenty-first century, many of these groups do not welcome refugees and other migrants, often from Asia and Africa, but also from areas within Europe. The issues related to migrants, sovereignty, borders, security, and globalization are key forces for change in today’s Europe that are not likely to subside in the near future.

FORCES OF CHANGE, EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL

The many sources and forces of change at work in the world today are apparent in Europe, where some events more than others have highlighted the dynamic nature of society and culture in each European country and across the continent. The tragedies of waves of migrants, many of whom risk their lives in treacherous seas and in ramshackle boats, often preyed upon by unscrupulous smugglers and seemingly unaided by many institutions of government, have regularly figured in headlines. These are the forces of globalization, capitalism, and nationalism at work, highlighting the changing nature of borders in Europe, and the borders of Europe, as both barriers and bridges to the movement of people, goods, capital, and information, the freedoms awarded to all EU citizens since the early 1990s.

Social and cultural change does not just happen in significant ways due to external forces or watershed moments in the history of a nation or continent. Many changes in European societies today have come slowly and been cumulative. Language, religion, citizenship, and many dimensions of the nation and national identity, while seemingly unchanging to some people, have been transformed in dramatic ways over the last century. These transformations are both cause and effect, and they continue to mold the cultures, societies, and geographies of Europe. While it may be too early to predict the impact of other challenges to European societies and cultures, as for example in climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic, it is clear that these and other monumental forces will affect the ways Europeans live day by day and in turn threaten the security of Europe’s peoples.

The “Europe” of the EU is an instructional case in point of how one entity in Europe is simultaneously both an internal and external source of societal change in each of its member states. While it is often discussed as something that is joined and is outside the state, the EU is in fact an intergovernmental body that is fundamentally defined by each of its members, individually and collectively. In addition, the EU has been both a historical cause of change in each member nation and the result itself of changes within each of its members, changes that are filtered into the structures and functions of the supranational body.

Europeanization and European Integration

Much discussion of the idea of Europe revolves around various notions of unity and diversity, and as part of this debate, there is often an emphasis on the shared legacy of all Europeans, a legacy that defines Europeanness, European civilization, and European culture and society. This shared heritage, of classical civilization, Christianity, the ideas and eras dedicated to the humanism and science of the Renaissance, Enlightenment, and Age of Reason, and the origin and spread of ideas and systems related to capitalism, industrialization, nationalism, and the nation-state have led many to argue that the result is an integration of culture and society on the Continent that makes it unlike any other continent. For some, this same shared heritage is a bedrock on which to build greater social and cultural integration, perhaps within the institutions and with the help of the EU.

However, a shared history and the recognition of a shared heritage and experience of the same or similar historical forces do not provide forces of integration alone. They also supply forces of differentiation and, for some, division. European heritage also includes racism, sexism, ethnicism, and sectarianism. Industrialization and nationalism in Europe have also led to militarism, colonialism, and imperialism, forces that have helped define Europeanness in direct relation to Europe’s Others, in regard to Islam, for example.

As the review of the idea of Europe above has shown, particularly but not alone in regard to Europe’s geographic boundaries, there is not now nor has there ever been a precisely defined, static, stable, or universally recognized “Europe.” Rather, “Europe” is best viewed, whether it be from the perspective of nations, nation-states, or the EU, in its role in historical and contemporary fields of power. It is both a form of self-representation and the representation of others, within and outside of Europe and within and outside of the societies and cultures of Europe. In this respect, “Europe” functions as a symbol and structure of individual and group identification. It is in fact less a thing and more a process, in which Europeanization, a popular and hotly debated concept across the continent, is a move toward being more or less European among members of social groups and in the adoption of the institutions, behaviors, and values one associates with being or becoming European. In this vein, even the differences that characterize being European, say in terms of religious diversity within Christianity or in the variants of nationalism and socialism that have spawned such movements as fascism and communism or the varieties of language and ethnicity within and across geopolitical boundaries, may be seen as aspects of Europeanness that tie many people together and differentiate just as many others.

It is also apparent within many nations and states in Europe that the notion of Europeanization often has a narrower meaning related to the membership in the EU of twenty-seven European countries (as of 2020). In this definition, Europeanization, within each of the EU’s member states, in neighboring states that are in steady trade and other agreements with the EU, and among aspirants who one day hope to be members themselves, has come to mean the increasing adoption of the organizational and ideological components of the “Europe” of the EU. These components are key planks in all discussions of mutual benefit to member and nonmember states and are always related to the creation and maintenance of standards in such things as democratic institutions, free market conditions, and the protection of civil and human rights.

European integration is often interpreted by its adherents to be a process of simply bringing Europeans together in what is often labeled as an “ever closer union.” This aspiration was included in the Treaty of Rome that in 1957 established the European Coal and Steel Community, the forerunner of today’s EU and an international agreement between Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands that was set up to bring down barriers to industrial cooperation so as to prevent any future world war in Europe. It implies that some sort of union has already been achieved. In addition, many critics of European integration see it as a process of social, cultural, economic and political interaction and interdependence under the umbrella of the laws, treaties, and institutions of the EU that is a subterfuge for establishing a federal state of Europe, a so-called United States of Europe, that would have power over its member states.

This is a real fear for many Europeans, which is at the heart of much Euroskepticism, that in itself is driving much of the turn to the right across the continent. This fear also contributes to the rise of some populisms that seek to defend the nation against various external forces for change, not the least of which is the threat posed in their view by legal and illegal, documented and undocumented, migrants. However, it should also be noted that the treaties that established and have renewed European integration within today’s EU actually refer to an ever closer union “among the peoples of Europe.” These treaties do not refer to a union of governments and make little reference to changes in the internal politics of its member states, as may be evidenced by the whole process related to the United Kingdom’s decision to withdraw from the EU. This Brexit was achieved in 2020 after three years of wrangling within the United Kingdom and between the United Kingdom and the EU, a time also made notable by its high degree of Euroskepticism in Britain.

Perhaps the greatest symbolic achievement in the creation of a closer Europe for its peoples has been the creation of a European citizenship. This status is the right of any citizen of a member state of the EU. European citizenship was initiated in the 1990s to add an affective dimension to the European project, to give European peoples a sense of the advantages to identifying with an economic and political entity outside and in some senses above the nation-state. However, to many, perhaps most, Europeans the issues of a European identity are more complicated and less likely to change as quickly as legislation might suggest.

Nonetheless, European citizenship has had an impact on the peoples of Europe through the rights it affords. Ideally, EU citizens can live and move freely within the EU, and in most situations, they can set up a home in another member state of the EU. EU citizens can vote in local and European elections, and in some cases national elections, while being residents in another EU country. In addition, they also have the right of consular protection by the embassy of a member state if the citizen needs help in a non-EU location and the citizen’s own member state has no representation. These rights have particular bearing on establishing, in daily practice for some Europeans, a new sense of their rights to movement within and across the borders of Europe.

Globalization, Migration, and Borders

Increased attention to the phenomenon of globalization over the last generation has focused world attention on the growing volume and speed of the movement and exchange of people, goods, services, and technology. Many things seem to move faster and to be more accessible and available. It is often said that more happens daily to fill or overfill people’s lives, whether it be from products, information, or competition, in what has also been seen as a “flattening” of the world. Globalization seems to have made the world smaller, but it is arguable whether as a result that world is easier to understand or master. It should also be remembered that “globalization” as a concept might best be seen as a heuristic tool, a way of describing so much that has changed in the last decades due to transformations in the world economy, and its attendant changes in local, national, and global society, culture, and polity. Globalization has clearly expanded the scale of society and culture, pushing them to a global level and increasing the extent of and need for ever greater networks in such things as supply chains, professional resources, and transnational citizenry.

The economy of the states of Europe and the economy of the continent as a whole have played major roles in these transformations. The fall of Communism in the Soviet bloc eventually led to the enabling of greater European integration, with its concomitant institutionalization of market economies across the continent. This change occurred in a period when states’ capacity to regulate markets was undergoing change, marking globalization as a process of neoliberalization. European integration in the form of the EU was then, and is still, itself a process of globalization, where export-oriented economies today must be matched with import-oriented ones. This must facilitate the free movement of labor by EU citizens, thereby providing safety valves for some national economies and needed inputs to others. On top of it all, the EU has fostered a version of the so-called European model of social welfare policies in providing a higher level of consumer and workers’ rights than many countries were prepared to offer on their own, yet at the same time guaranteeing high returns to producers in many sectors of the economy. The upshot of this overall process has been to transform West and East Europe into western and eastern Europe. However, the tensions between various socialist and capitalist policies are still present across the EU and are at the heart of the exit of the United Kingdom from it.

These tensions illustrate the transformations that European economies and societies have experienced for decades. Employment in the agricultural and manufacturing sectors has decreased steadily due to the rise of agribusiness and decline of the family farm, the mechanization of the assembly line, replacement by computers and other new technologies, the shifting of manufacturing plants to other parts of the globe, and the overall movement to a service-based economy. Service employment has become the main form of work in Europe in areas related to technology, health, finance, and leisure. In some countries in western Europe, for example, more than three-quarters of the working population are employed in service industries.

Labor markets have changed accordingly. This has included the overall increase in numbers of women in the workforce, legislative and other moves to ensure equal pay for equal work, the rise in educational levels and social aspirations, and the growth in individual wealth and spending. While the social model of western European societies, which calls for state protection of citizens as workers and consumers and for the disabled and elderly, still pervades the ideological apparatus of most if not all European states, this system is under threat due to its cost and to recent shifts in political will and thinking. Deindustrialization in Europe has been part of a wholescale but varied adoption of neoliberal deregulation and denationalization of the economy by European states, where many public services have been privatized and controls on capitalist ventures relaxed, amid increasing calls to raise barriers to foreign workers, migrants, and refugees.

Geopolitical upheavals in the Middle East and North and sub-Saharan Africa have led to a dramatic rise in the numbers of refugees and economic migrants to southern Europe, many of whom seek asylum in northern Europe. The new waves of migrants from outside Europe have been met with considerable anti-migrant rhetoric and political opposition from the media, political parties, governments, and citizen groups. This opposition has been growing in recent years in many if not most European countries, but particularly in Italy and Spain, through which the migrants from Africa seek to gain access to the EU; in those countries who are the first hosts to the large numbers of economic migrants and political refugees from the Middle East (particularly to Greece by refugees from Syria’s civil war); in those countries through which migrants regularly travel (such as Austria and Hungary) to get to their desired destination; and in the countries that are the most desired end to migrants’ travels, which for many have been the welcoming societies and economies of Germany, France, the United Kingdom, and the Scandinavian countries. Some of the antagonism, evidenced in rising levels of violence, harassment, threats, and xenophobic speech aimed at migrants, has been racist and sectarian, directed, for example, at Muslims. Still other opposition has also been economically motivated, as many workers and others fear competition for jobs by outsiders. Some of these fears have roots in demographic change; European societies have high numbers of elderly, due to the high provision of health and wellness programs that have reduced the mortality rate across the continent, and lowering reproductive rates, creating job openings for skilled and unskilled workers.

Migration from outside of the EU, or from outside Europe, are not the only concerns raised for Europeans by the greater global mobility of people. Internal transnational migration, which in the past was a matter of foreigners in each European country, is today also an internal European matter for at least twenty-seven countries, where the notions of a shared European identity often obscure, for some, the issues of identity and belonging in regard to fellow EU citizens from another country. Today, with the free movement awarded to European citizens, “Europeans” often have equal rights to work and social welfare in other EU member states or in some cases in regional blocs that give rights to fellow citizens (over 70% of the countries represented in this encyclopedia are members of the EU or have treaties with neighboring countries or the EU itself akin to joint membership).

This situation has led to remarkable mobility among many groups in Europe, including skilled workers, professionals, and students. More than 4 percent or the total population of the EU is resident in another member state. Half a million university students study in another European country. Young people consistently answer that they will be willing, and many expect, to find employment elsewhere in Europe. In 2016, over 16 million residents in a European state had citizenship of another state. This high degree of intra-Europe mobility has been facilitated by the removal of most internal border controls and the free movement of goods, people, and capital guaranteed by the EU’s internal market. This free movement is enshrined in legislation that established the largely border-free Schengen Area, made up of twenty-two EU member states and four non-EU members, which allows free movement to over 400 million European citizens.

The increasing attention to migrants in Europe, especially those who come to the continent from abroad, and in the main approach the external boundaries of
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