

    
        
          THE SHADOW STATE: How the KGB, Mossad, and the World's Most Powerful Intelligence Networks Shape Global Power

        

        
        
          Kamaruzzaman Bustamam Ahmad

        

        
          Published by KBA13 Insight, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE SHADOW STATE: HOW THE KGB, MOSSAD, AND THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL INTELLIGENCE NETWORKS SHAPE GLOBAL POWER

    

    
      First edition. June 10, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Kamaruzzaman Bustamam Ahmad.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8233607950

    

    
    
      Written by Kamaruzzaman Bustamam Ahmad.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Kamaruzzaman Bustamam Ahmad

	    

      
	    
          
	      Charles Taylor Studies

          
        
          
	          Moral Sources of Meaning: Charles Taylor and the Foundations of Ethical Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Isaiah Berlin Studies

          
        
          
	          ISAIAH BERLIN AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES: Anti-Scientism, Value Pluralism, and the Limits of Social Knowledge

          
        
          
	          The Tragedy of Certainty: Isaiah Berlin, Karl Marx, and the Fight for the Human World

          
        
          
	          The Tyranny of Certainty: Isaiah Berlin, Vico, Herder, and Hamann in the Counter-Enlightenment

          
        
          
	          Isaiah Berlin and the Making of the History of Ideas:  Reconstructing Minds, Methods, and the Modern Craft of Intellectual History

          
        
          
	          Isaiah Berlin: Jewishness, Pluralism, and the Moral World of Ideas

          
        
          
	          HOW ISAIAH BERLIN READ PHILOSOPHERS: Reason, Freedom, and the Temptation of Moral Unity

          
        
          
	          INTELLECTUALS UNDER TYRANNY: Isaiah Berlin on Culture and Fear

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Southeast Asian Studies

          
        
          
	          The Singapore Smart Strategy:  Bagaimana Negeri Kecil Mengelola Batam untuk Keuntungan Besar

          
        
          
	          Intelligence as Statecraft: Singapore’s Strategic Transformation in the Indo-Pacific

          
        
          
	          Negara dalam Korporasi: Politik Kekuasaan di Tubuh BUMN Indonesia

          
        
          
	          The Malay Trilemma: Reimagining Pattani in the Islamic-Malay World

          
        
          
	          Southeast Asian Cosmologies: Subaltern Epistemology, Relational Worlds, and Decolonial Thought

          
        
          
	          Henry Corbin, Charles Taylor, and Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas: Metaphysics and the Making of Islam Nusantara in Indonesia

          
        
          
	          Of Salt and Tamarind: Islam, Identity, and the Malay World of Southeast Asia

          
        
          
	          Political Islam and the Indonesian Reformasi: Faith, Corruption, and the Unfulfilled Dream of Democracy in the World's Largest Muslim Nation

          
        
          
	          The Veranda of Mecca: Faith, Peace, and the Remaking of Aceh after the Tsunami (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sufism and Spiritualism

          
        
          
	          GUIDANCE OF THE INTELLIGENT TOWARD THE PATH OF THE FRIENDS OF GOD: Hidāyat al-Adhkiyāʾ ilā Ṭarīq al-Awliyāʾ — A Textual Study and Intellectual Commentary

          
        
          
	          Waḥdat al-Wujūd: A Treatise on Self-Reformation

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Who Am I: A Journey

          
        
          
	          Ketika Gagasan Menjadi Senjata: Esai-Esai Tentang Geopolitik, Intelijen dan Keamanan Nasional

          
        
          
	          Monograf Demonstrasi Indonesia:  Aktor Politik, Kampanye Media, Kepentingan Asing, dan Dampak Geopolitik Jangka Panjang

          
        
          
	          Memotret Wajah Singapore Inc. di Indonesia: Jejak Kapital, Diplomasi, dan Ekonomi Intelijen Singapura di Indonesia Paska-Krisis 1998

          
        
          
	          Dari Artificial Intelligence ke Virtual Ethnography

          
        
          
	          Henry Corbin and the Future of Illumination

          
        
          
	          Strategi Investasi untuk Mahasiswa dan Pemula

          
        
          
	          Charles Taylor and the Post-Secular Imagination: Moral Ontology, Resonance, the Renewal of Meaning in the Secular Age

          
        
          
	          Charles Taylor dan Argumen Transendental: Kritik atas Rasionalitas Filsafat Modern

          
        
          
	          Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas and  the Future of Metaphysical Thought: Reclaiming the Unity of Knowledge in an Age of Confusion

          
        
          
	          Trilema Melayu Pattani: Antara Sejarah, Identitas, dan Masa Depan

          
        
          
	          Theoretical Foundations of Knowledge:  Reclaiming the Sacred Unity of Science, Philosophy, and Civilization

          
        
          
	          The History of Humans in 2050: Consciousness, Intelligence, and the Infinite Civilization

          
        
          
	          The Silent War in Your Mind: How Overthinking Hijacks Your Life — and the Science of Taking Back Control

          
        
          
	          ISAIAH BERLIN AND THE DEFENSE OF THE HUMAN WORLD Freedom, Tragedy, and the Moral Foundations of Pluralism

          
        
          
	          Beyond Method:  Meaning, Theory, and the Intellectual Practice of Socio-Anthropological Research

          
        
          
	          IMAGINAL ISLAM: Henry Corbin and the Metaphysics of the Imaginal World

          
        
          
	          Henry Corbin and the Ontology of the Imaginal World: Islamic Metaphysics Beyond Representation

          
        
          
	          Henry Corbin and Martin Heidegger  From Phenomenology to Angelology

          
        
          
	          Henry Corbin and Ibn Sīnā  Epistemology, Hermeneutics, and Imaginal World

          
        
          
	          THE PLANETARY MIND: Al Gore's Global Mind, Kishore Mahbubani's One World, and the Architecture of the Coming Civilization

          
        
          
	          THE RECOGNITION OF NATIONS: Thymos, Dignity, and the End of History Reconsidered

          
        
          
	          THE SHADOW STATE: How the KGB, Mossad, and the World's Most Powerful Intelligence Networks Shape Global Power

          
        
          
	          THE STRATEGY OF SHADOWS: Machiavelli, Sun Tzu, Milton, and the Dark Logic of Power Across Civilizations

          
        
          
	          THE DIGITAL CIVILIZATION: Techno-Religion, the Abandoned Society, and the Crisis of Human Authentic Selfhood in the Planetary Era

          
        
          
	          THE MIDDLE EAST FAULT LINES:  Iran, Gaza, the Gulf, and the Rewriting of the Regional Order

          
        
          
	          The Philosophy of Ultimate Consciousness: Toward a Unified Thought from the Empirical to the Metaphysical

          
        
          
	          THE FUTURE OF THE WORLD: Humanity in the Planetary Civilization

          
        
          
	          FROM GNOSIOLOGY TO WAḤDAT AL-SHUHŪD: The Anthropology of Mystical Knowing in Islam

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Kamaruzzaman Bustamam Ahmad’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By Kamaruzzaman Bustamam Ahmad

PREFACE: The Age of Shadow Power

INTRODUCTION: The Architecture of the Invisible

PART ONE: THE RUSSIAN SHADOW

CHAPTER ONE The Boy from Leningrad: Origins of an Intelligence State

CHAPTER TWO The KGB Blueprint: Building the Siloviki State

CHAPTER THREE Active Measures: Russia's War on Reality

PART TWO: THE ISRAELI SHADOW

CHAPTER FOUR Small Machine, Maximum Precision: The Architecture of Mossad

CHAPTER FIVE Kidon, Lillehammer, and the Architecture of Targeted Violence

CHAPTER SIX Sovereign Shadows: Mossad's Long Wars

PART THREE: THE AMERICAN SHADOW

CHAPTER SEVEN Operation Paperclip: The Price of Victory

CHAPTER EIGHT The Intelligence Industrial Complex: From OSS to the Modern CIA

PART FOUR: THE COGNITIVE SHADOW

CHAPTER NINE The Cartography of the Human: Intelligence Profiling and Cognitive Warfare

CHAPTER TEN Strategy's Dark Arts: From Machiavelli to the Modern Mind

PART FIVE: THE COMING SHADOW

CHAPTER ELEVEN The Digital Shadow State: AI, Cognitive Warfare, and the Transformation of Intelligence

CHAPTER TWELVE Navigating the Shadow: Intelligence, Ethics, and Strategic Literacy

CONCLUSION: The Permanent Shadow

BIBLIOGRAPHY

About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

PREFACE: The Age of Shadow Power



[image: ]


––––––––
[image: ]


There is a question that has occupied serious students of international affairs for the better part of a century, and that has grown more urgent — not less — as the twenty-first century deepens into its third decade: who actually governs the world? Not in the formal sense of elected governments, constitutional mandates, and international institutions, but in the deeper sense of who shapes the decisions that determine the trajectory of nations, the fate of conflicts, the direction of economies, and the beliefs of populations. Who moves the invisible architecture of power?

The answer, this book argues, is not found primarily in parliaments or presidential offices, in central banks or multilateral organizations. It is found in the shadow state — that parallel structure of intelligence networks, covert operators, strategic deception systems, and cognitive warfare capabilities that operates beneath the visible surface of global politics, shaping outcomes that nominally democratic and nominally sovereign governments then present to their citizens as the results of open deliberation.

This is not a conspiracy theory. It is, rather, a structural observation about how modern power actually operates — one that is extensively documented, analytically rigorous, and historically grounded. The agencies and networks examined in this book — the KGB and its successor the FSB, Mossad, the CIA, and the broader ecosystems of strategic deception and intelligence-driven governance that have grown around them — are not secret in the sense of being unknown. They are secret in the sense that they operate through methods, networks, and decision-making processes deliberately kept beyond the reach of democratic accountability, public scrutiny, and international law.

This book is organized around four central arguments.

The first is that intelligence is not merely a tool of statecraft but, in certain political systems, has become the operating system of the state itself. In Vladimir Putin's Russia, the transformation of the KGB's institutional culture into the governing logic of the entire Russian state represents the most thoroughgoing example of this phenomenon in the contemporary world. But the tendency is not uniquely Russian. Wherever intelligence agencies have accumulated sufficient institutional power, resources, and insulation from accountability, they have consistently expanded beyond their technical functions to shape — rather than merely serve — political authority. The shadow state is not a Russian pathology. It is a structural possibility inherent in the modern intelligence apparatus, wherever it takes root.

The second argument is that the most consequential intelligence operations of the modern era have not been military operations or technological achievements. They have been operations conducted on the human terrain — in the domain of perception, belief, motivation, and decision-making. Mossad's extraordinary operational effectiveness, which this book examines in detail, rests not on the size of its personnel roster or the sophistication of its technology, but on the precision of its human intelligence, the discipline of its organizational design, and its mastery of the psychological and behavioral dimensions of strategic engagement. Similarly, America's most significant intelligence investments — from Operation Paperclip's recruitment of Nazi scientists to the CIA's programs of psychological experimentation and cognitive manipulation — have been investments in the human dimension of power, not its material expression.

The third argument is that every intelligence success carries within it a moral cost that is rarely fully accounted for, either by the agencies that incurred it or by the societies in whose name they acted. Operation Paperclip, examined in Part Three of this book, is perhaps the starkest example: a program through which the United States recruited over 1,600 scientists and engineers from the defeated Nazi regime, many of them directly implicated in war crimes and crimes against humanity, and installed them at the heart of the American military-scientific-intelligence complex. The Cold War logic that drove this decision — we must have these capabilities before the Soviets do — has been replicated in various forms throughout the history of intelligence operations, from Mossad's targeted assassination programs to Russia's active measures campaigns. The pattern is consistent: the moral boundary is moved when the strategic stakes are deemed high enough. And the consequences of that movement ripple through decades in ways that the original decision-makers did not anticipate and could not control.

The fourth argument is that the cognitive dimension of intelligence — the systematic understanding and exploitation of how human minds think, decide, and can be shaped — has become the defining frontier of twenty-first-century strategic competition. The emergence of what this book calls cognitive warfare — the deliberate, systematic effort to shape the perceptions, beliefs, and decisions of target populations and specific individuals — represents not merely a new technique of political manipulation but a qualitatively different form of power. When intelligence agencies can profile the cognitive architecture of specific decision-makers, manufacture the information environment in which those decision-makers operate, and exploit the cognitive vulnerabilities identified through profiling, the distinction between genuine and manufactured consent becomes very difficult to sustain.

These four arguments are developed across twelve chapters organized into five parts. Part One examines the Russian model of the intelligence state, tracing the arc from the Soviet KGB to Vladimir Putin's reconstruction of intelligence power as the governing principle of the Russian state. Part Two examines Mossad as a case study in precision intelligence — a small organization that has exercised influence far beyond what its size would predict, through organizational design, human network architecture, and a strategic culture of operational discipline. Part Three examines the American shadow, focusing on Operation Paperclip and its long aftermath in the CIA's programs of covert action and psychological manipulation. Part Four turns to the cognitive dimension — the science and art of intelligence profiling, behavioral analysis, and cognitive warfare. Part Five looks ahead to the transformation of intelligence in the digital age and considers what it means to live in a world where the shadow state has access to artificial intelligence, big data, synthetic media, and the unprecedented capacity for cognitive manipulation that these tools enable.

A word about method. This book is written in the tradition of strategic analysis informed by scholarship — what the best practitioners of this genre have called thinking about hard problems with all available tools. It draws on published intelligence histories, academic research in psychology and cognitive science, investigative journalism, and the author's years of engagement with security studies, geopolitics, and the intellectual traditions of strategic thought from Sun Tzu and Machiavelli to Lawrence Freedman and the great intelligence historians of our era. It does not claim access to classified information, but it argues — consistently and on the evidence — that a great deal of what needs to be understood about the shadow state can be understood from what is already, imperfectly but substantially, in the public record. The shadows are real. But they are not impenetrable.
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I.

In the spring of 2022, as Russian armored columns drove into Ukraine in what Vladimir Putin's government had taken to calling a "special military operation," analysts around the world reached for their familiar frameworks. Some reached for the history of territorial conquest — for Hitler's annexation of Austria, for the Cold War's proxy conflicts. Others reached for theories of great-power competition, for the language of spheres of influence and balance-of-power politics. A smaller number reached for something less familiar and ultimately more illuminating: the history of intelligence.

What was unfolding in Ukraine, those analysts argued, was not primarily a military event. It was the latest manifestation of a form of power projection that had been developed, refined, and institutionalized over more than a century — a form of power in which the distinction between war and peace, between internal politics and external aggression, between genuine consent and manufactured consensus, had been systematically dissolved. The shadow state, in its Russian configuration, was not simply deploying troops. It was deploying a comprehensive system of information manipulation, historical narrative management, covert network activation, and strategic deception, built over decades, that made the military operation possible, if not inevitable.

Understanding that system — and understanding the comparable but distinct systems that Israel's Mossad, America's CIA, and other intelligence networks have constructed — requires a different analytical framework from those provided by conventional international relations theory or strategic studies. It requires what this book attempts to provide: an integrated account of intelligence as a form of governance, an instrument of cognitive control, and a shaping force in the political life of nations.

II.

The concept of the shadow state requires careful definition, because it is easily misunderstood. The shadow state is not a secret government hidden behind the visible institutions of democracy or authoritarianism alike. It is not a conspiracy of hidden hands directing events from some coordinating center. It is something more structural, more institutionalized, and ultimately more analytically tractable than either of these misleading images suggests.

The shadow state is the ensemble of institutions, networks, capabilities, and practices that operate in the space between visible political authority and the actual exercise of power — the space where intelligence is gathered, covert operations are conducted, narratives are manufactured, enemies are identified and neutralized, and the information environment within which visible political decisions are made is shaped and managed. Every modern state has some version of this ensemble. What varies, enormously and consequentially, is its scope, its relationship to constitutional authority, its accountability mechanisms, and the degree to which it has come to constitute not just an instrument of the formal state but a kind of parallel state with its own interests, its own culture, and its own momentum.

At one end of the spectrum sit states where the shadow apparatus is genuinely subordinate to democratic authority — where intelligence agencies are subject to meaningful oversight, where covert capabilities are constrained by legal frameworks, and where the line between the intelligence function and the governing function is maintained by institutional design and political culture. At the other end sit states where the shadow apparatus has colonized the formal state — where intelligence culture has become governing culture, where the methods of intelligence (surveillance, infiltration, disinformation, targeted elimination of adversaries) have become the methods of domestic and foreign policy, and where the formal institutions of government have been reduced to the visible face of an essentially intelligence-run system of power. Putin's Russia, as this book will argue in detail, represents the most fully realized example of this second model in the contemporary world.

Between these poles sits a wide and complex spectrum. Israel's configuration of shadow power differs from Russia's in almost every dimension: it operates within a democratic framework, is directed outward rather than inward, and is characterized by a degree of national identification rather than by systematic domestic repression. America's shadow state is different again: larger, more institutionally diverse, more constrained by law and more shaped by the competing interests of a complex democratic society, yet capable — as Operation Paperclip, the CIA's MKUltra program, and the post-9/11 surveillance architecture all demonstrated — of moral and constitutional transgressions of the most serious kind. The comparative examination of these different configurations is one of the central analytical tasks of this book.

III.

Intelligence, as a systematic practice, is ancient. Sun Tzu's treatise on the art of war devotes an entire chapter to espionage, arguing that the commander who employs intelligence effectively can achieve victory without the costly consumption of forces that open military confrontation requires. The spymasters of Renaissance Italy, from whom Machiavelli drew his observations on the uses and limits of cunning in political life, operated networks of informants and agents that would be recognizable in their basic architecture to any modern intelligence professional. The British Empire maintained an intelligence apparatus of extraordinary sophistication, developed through two centuries of colonial administration and great-power competition, that laid much of the conceptual and institutional groundwork for the modern intelligence agencies that succeeded it.

What is distinctive about intelligence in the modern era — say, from the mid-twentieth century to the present — is not its existence but its scale, its institutionalization, and above all its integration with the technologies of mass communication and mass surveillance that the twentieth century produced. The intelligence agencies of the Cold War era were, by any historical comparison, organizations of unprecedented capability: they employed hundreds of thousands of people, commanded budgets in the hundreds of billions of dollars, operated global networks of human agents and technical collection systems, and possessed the capacity to penetrate, disrupt, and in some cases destroy the political and social fabric of adversary states.

The Cold War ended. The intelligence apparatus did not. What the end of the Cold War actually produced was not a reduction in the global intelligence enterprise but a reorganization of it. The enemy changed — from Soviet communism to terrorism, to state-sponsored extremism, to rising authoritarian powers — but the institutional apparatus and its accumulated capabilities persisted, and in many respects expanded. When the digital revolution transformed communication, it did not democratize intelligence; it created new asymmetries between those with the resources and the legal authority to exploit mass surveillance and those without. The shadow state grew larger, more capable, and, in important respects, less accountable than it had been at the height of the Cold War, precisely because the collapse of the Soviet threat had removed the primary political justification for the oversight mechanisms it had generated.

IV.

The three central cases examined in this book — Russia, Israel, and the United States — are not chosen arbitrarily. They represent three qualitatively different models of intelligence power, three different answers to the question of how a state or an organization can use intelligence as a governing instrument.

Russia represents what might be called the total intelligence model — a configuration in which intelligence has been so comprehensively integrated into the governing apparatus that it is no longer analytically possible to separate the intelligence function from the governing function. The KGB did not simply serve the Soviet state; in a very real sense, it was the Soviet state — the enforcement mechanism that kept the formal political apparatus in line, the surveillance network that penetrated every institution of civil society, the operational arm through which Soviet foreign policy was conducted wherever overt diplomacy could not go. When the Soviet Union collapsed and Putin rebuilt Russian power on the institutional foundations of the KGB's successor services, he was not simply restoring a powerful intelligence apparatus. He was rebuilding the state on intelligence principles — on surveillance, on controlled information, on the systematic management of truth and the strategic use of fear.

Israel represents what might be called the precision intelligence model — a configuration in which intelligence is deployed with extraordinary selectivity and operational discipline in service of clearly defined national security objectives. Mossad, examined in Part Two of this book, is the archetype of this model: a small organization, deliberately kept small by its most effective directors, that has exercised influence far beyond what its size would predict through the quality of its human intelligence networks, the precision of its operational targeting, and the organizational architecture that Meir Amit built in the 1960s and that subsequent directors have maintained, modified, and in some cases unfortunately degraded. The Israeli model is not without its moral complexities — Mossad's program of targeted assassination, its operations against foreign scientists and technicians, and its espionage against even its closest allies all raise serious ethical questions that the book addresses directly. But it represents a fundamentally different relationship between intelligence power and state authority than the Russian model, and a fundamentally different set of capabilities, constraints, and strategic logic.

America represents what might be called the industrial intelligence model — a configuration in which intelligence has been scaled to the dimensions of a superpower's global ambitions, institutionalized within a complex democratic political system, and subjected to a set of accountability mechanisms that are genuine but imperfect. The American intelligence community is larger, more bureaucratically complex, and more politically constrained than either the Russian or Israeli models. It has also, at critical moments in its history, transgressed the boundaries of law, ethics, and democratic accountability in ways that are more — not less — serious for having occurred within a system that was specifically designed to prevent them. Operation Paperclip, the subject of Part Three, is the founding example of this pattern: a decision taken in the pragmatic logic of Cold War competition that embedded a moral compromise at the heart of the American scientific and intelligence establishment, with consequences that rippled through decades of subsequent policy.

V.

The cognitive dimension of intelligence — the systematic understanding and exploitation of how human minds think, perceive, decide, and can be shaped — cuts across all three models and forms the analytical core of Part Four. The emergence of what military strategists and intelligence professionals have begun to call cognitive warfare is not simply the latest operational fashion in intelligence circles. It represents a genuine revolution in the concept of conflict: a recognition that the decisive terrain of twenty-first-century strategic competition is not geography, not military capability, not even economic power, but the minds of specific human beings whose decisions shape the world.

This recognition is not new in its essentials. The great intelligence officers of every era have understood that the ultimate objective of intelligence is not information for its own sake but the shaping of decisions. What is new is the methodological sophistication with which the cognitive dimension of intelligence can now be addressed: the multilens profiling frameworks that can map the cognitive architecture of specific decision-makers with a precision that previous generations could only aspire to, the computational tools that can process behavioral and communicative data at scales and speeds that transform the analytical possibilities, and the synthetic media technologies that can manufacture the information environment within which decisions are made with a realism and a persuasiveness that makes deliberate deception increasingly difficult to detect.

IV.

The three case studies around which this book is organized — Russia, Israel, and the United States — were chosen not because they are the only interesting examples of intelligence states, but because together they represent the full range of the phenomenon in its most developed forms. Russia provides the limiting case of intelligence power unconstrained by meaningful democratic accountability, the case where the shadow state has become the state itself. Israel provides the most instructive case of intelligence power developed to extraordinary effectiveness within a genuine, if imperfect, democratic framework. The United States provides the most fully documented case — the shadow state most extensively subject to journalistic investigation, congressional oversight, and civic scrutiny — and therefore the case from which the most analytically specific conclusions about the tensions between democratic governance and intelligence power can be drawn.

China is not examined as a primary case study, though it appears throughout the analysis as a reference point and a comparison. The reason for this omission is analytical rather than political: the Chinese intelligence state, however significant in its contemporary strategic impact, is not yet as extensively documented in the public record as the three cases examined here, and the quality of analysis depends on the quality of evidence. The publicly available literature on Chinese intelligence — the MSS and its operations, the PLA's intelligence functions, the relationship between private technology companies and state intelligence requirements — is growing rapidly, and a future edition of this analysis might well treat China as a fourth primary case. For now, the three cases provide sufficient analytical material to develop and test the framework that the book proposes.

Three additional cases appear in supporting roles throughout the analysis: the Soviet KGB as the historical precursor and institutional parent of Putin's FSB; the British intelligence services as the organizational model that shaped both the OSS and early CIA and that continue to provide important comparative evidence about how democratic intelligence services evolve over time; and the GRU, Russia's military intelligence directorate, which has played an increasingly prominent role in the specific active measures operations — including the Salisbury poisoning and the MH17 shootdown — that provide the most recent and best-documented case material for the analysis of Russian intelligence doctrine.

V.

The four central arguments of this book are worth stating explicitly at the outset, so that the reader can evaluate whether the evidence and analysis presented in the chapters that follow actually support them.

The first argument is that intelligence is not merely a tool of statecraft but, in certain political systems, has become the operating system of the state itself — the framework within
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