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Introduction – How This Book Works
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This book is a little different from most storybooks.

The stories in this book are written backward. That means you start at the end of the story and read your way back to the beginning. The words are not changed. Only the order is different.

At first, this may feel strange. That is okay.
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What Puzzle Reading Means
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Puzzle Reading means you read a story like a puzzle.

Instead of being told everything in the usual order, you discover what happened by putting the pieces together as you read. Each sentence gives you a clue. As you keep going, the story starts to make sense.

You are not trying to guess the right answer.
You are letting the story come together.
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Why the Stories Are Backward

[image: ]


The stories are backward on purpose.

When you read them this way, you see what happens before you learn why it happens. As you keep reading, you find out how everything fits together.

The beginning of the story comes last.
When you reach it, the story feels complete.
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How to Read Without Rushing

[image: ]


There is no hurry when reading these stories.

You can read slowly.
You can reread a sentence if you want.
You can stop and think.
There is no wrong way to read this book.

Some parts may feel confusing at first. That is part of Puzzle Reading. The story will become clearer as you keep going.

Just keep reading.
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Chapter 1 – Reading Stories Backward
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Starting at the End
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In this book, you start reading at the end of the story.

That may feel different at first. Most stories begin at the beginning. In Puzzle Reading, the ending comes first.

This is done on purpose.
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The Words Stay the Same
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Even though the stories are backward, the words are not changed.

Every sentence is part of the story.
Nothing is missing.
Nothing is added.
Only the order is different.
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Finding Out What Happened
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When you read a story backward, you see what happened before you know why it happened.

As you keep reading, you learn more.
Each sentence helps explain the ones you read before.
Slowly, the story starts to make sense.
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