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King of Pentacles

Alone in the tarot reading room, Alice shuffled the special deck. She cut the deck and drew the top card. She heard Eliot playing music in the greenhouse and Madeline leading a client to the tarot reading room. Alice blinked and left the room before anyone saw her.

She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk. She set the King of Pentacles down and found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook. She frowned as she stared at the kings. She grabbed her pen and took notes.

She didn’t stop taking notes until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice put her pen down on her desk and stood up. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. The music stopped and Eliot stepped into the kitchen moments later. He set the table and smiled at Alice. She smiled back.

Madeline focused on her cooking and didn’t turn around or even her head. She knew the young elves were standing behind her. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “King of Pentacles.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a person of grace and charm with natural leadership and business abilities. They are intelligent, loyal, successful, courageous and punctual. It can also mean wealth, rationality, finance, calculation and mathematics.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is corruption and collusion. It can be a codger, danger and faithlessness. It can mean going for the ends without consideration of the means.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Eliot said, “King of Wands tomorrow?”

Alice laughed and got drinks for everyone. “Probably.”

Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together. Madeline hadn’t lost her cooking ability. She smiled to herself at that thought.

Eliot asked, “Alice, who is the King of Pentacles to you?”

Madeline blinked. “Not me, surely.”

Alice smiled. “The reversed King of Pentacles is my mother and the upright King of Pentacles is my dad.”

Madeline smiled.

Eliot asked, “Why do you think that?”

Alice answered, “My mother is dangerous. She tries to convince others and me that she’s trying to help me, but she never actually does. She doesn’t give me what I need and laughs at me when I fail. She focuses on the ends without considering the means. She never really supported me or my endeavors. She is faithless and changes her mind and insists she is consistent when she isn’t at all that way.” She paused. “My dad was intelligent and successful in business. He was rich to some extent, or at least I think so. He was loyal to a fault. I never could understand why he stayed with my mother as long as he did. He was quite rational too.”

Madeline smiled. “He’s loyal to you. That’s why he lives in this house now.”

Alice nodded. “I know that. He proved to me he does love me and he did what he could to help me. I still wish he didn’t kill himself to help me. It was too much of a sacrifice for me.”

Eliot said, “He did apologize to you for that.”

Alice said, “I know, but it still hurts. He proved he loves me and my mother proved she doesn’t love me. She just wants me to be just like her and I can’t be like that. I can only be me.”

Madeline said, “Well, I love you just the way you are.”

Alice smiled. “I love you too, Madeline, just the way you are.”

Eliot smiled. “I feel that way about you, Alice.”

Alice’s smiled got bigger and brighter. “I know that. I feel the same way about you.”

Madeline smiled. “I have more clients to deal with. See you two later.” She stood up and left the kitchen.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed the dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they walked to the greenhouse holding hands. They let go and he pulled up orders on the big screen. He turned on music and they got right to work crafting for the big orders they had for the day.

He set up boxes and printed out labels. He grabbed packaging and packed up his part of the orders in their respective boxes. She crafted her toiletry items and packed them in the correct boxes. He sealed up the boxes as the delivery person arrived.

The delivery person accepted the boxes with a smiled. Then Alice and Eliot checked what else they needed. She had more toiletry items to craft. Madeline came and went several times that day for clients.

Madeline said, “Quite a busy day for all of us. I can’t believe how many of my clients also like your toiletry items.” She smiled.

Alice smiled. “Well, I’m glad we can keep so many people happy.”

Madeline left the greenhouse to finish with her clients for the day.

Eliot made notes of which plants Alice would need before long. He grabbed his tools and found the plants. He brought back the plant parts and used a mortar and pestle to process them. He labeled each item as he finished them. Then he set them on the shelf where she would find them.

Alice said, “I wonder why Madeline was afraid I’d see her as the King of Pentacles.”

Eliot said, “Perhaps she doesn’t like others to focus on her so much. She is fairly selfless.”

She nodded. “I suppose so. I guess she’s still baffled by me telling her she has some good manners.”

They laughed.

He said, “That might be it. She can be friendly even though she is a curmudgeon.” He smiled. “I guess we’re on her good side.”

She laughed. “I think that’s it. She was always guff with my mother ever since I could remember.”

They cleaned up the greenhouse after finishing all the orders and their back stock. They danced as the neighborhood cats watched and played. Madeline slept away without a care in the world. She felt good in spite of the aches and pains she never complained about.

The young elves enjoyed themselves and the cats.

Eliot asked, “Still think we should adopt one?”

Alice answered, “Eventually, yes, but I’m not sure my aunt will like it.”

They laughed and kept dancing. The cats meowed in time with the music.

He asked, “Any of these cats getting your attention?”

She answered, “I think all those cats have a home. Or at least someone looking after them.”

“I see. Then where would we look for a cat?”

“How about the local shelter? We should take Madeline with us.”

They laughed again.

He smiled. “I’m not sure she would agree to that.”

“Probably not. It’s just an idea.”

They kept dancing. They danced closer together and enjoyed the closeness. The cats weren’t the only ones who were watching. Off in the distance was a wolf by himself. He frowned at the young elves dancing so close.

Alice and Eliot kissed and enjoyed their moment alone. The cats purred and meowed. They wrestled each other playfully. The wolf growled softly.

Madeline dreamed of a lone wolf watching Eliot and Alice. The elder elf woke up and blinked. She sighed and sat up. She knew Heath had escaped once again. She frowned and stood up. She walked out of her room and down the stairs. She walked into the kitchen and started cooking.

As she gathered what she needed for the meal, she thought about what they could do about the werewolf. She frowned. She knew contacting the Guardians was a good idea, but wasn’t sure how to do so. She sighed and continued cooking.

Moments later, Eliot and Alice walked into the kitchen holding hands. They let go of each other. He set the table and she grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down to eat.

The young elves enjoyed the meal and it was some time before they realized something was wrong.

Alice frowned when she looked at her aunt. “What’s the matter, Madeline?”

“Heath escaped again. He’s watching you two again.”

Eliot gasped. “We didn’t see him.”

Madeline sighed. “He was too far away and you two were having a moment alone together. He knows not to get too close to the neighborhood cats.”

Alice asked, “How do you know this?”

Madeline answered, “I dreamed a real dream.”

Alice’s mouth formed and “O.”

Eliot sighed. “So, we need to contact the Guardians.”

Madeline nodded. “I don’t know how we do that.”

Eliot said, “We can look online.”

Madeline nodded. Alice sighed. No one else spoke after that. They were too busy thinking of how they would deal with the werewolf. All mutually agreed he was dangerous and the police had failed to keep him locked up.

Alice’s tablet beeped. She checked her messages. “The police admit Heath has escaped.”

They were done eating. Eliot cleared the table and washed the dishes. He cleaned the kitchen. Madeline and Alice quickly looked up how to contact the Guardians. Alice filled out the form. Madeline squeezed her niece’s hand. The elder elf left the kitchen. Eliot put his arms around Alice.
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