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Ellis woke to someone knocking on the door and climbed out of bed, slipping on a house coat as she walked to the door. Looking out the peephole, she saw Katie anxiously waiting for her to open the door.  As she stood with her pounding head against the cold metal of the door, she wished she hadn’t drunk so much the night before.

Katie knocked again and said, “Ellis, I can hear you, please open the door. I’m sorry about yesterday, please open the door.”

Ellis opened the door slowly as she said, “What are you doing here? You obviously don’t live here or you would have a key. Oh wait, you have a key lying on the kitchen counter that I was going to give to you yesterday.”

Katie pushed Ellis back so that she could shut the door behind her. “There is a guy standing out there listening to everything we’re saying.”

“So what? I don’t give a damn. I’m tired of worrying about what everybody thinks about me and who I choose to live with,” Ellis said as she walked to the refrigerator to get a soda. “That’s supposed to be part of the beauty of having our own place, that we don’t have everyone we know hanging around with their noses in our business.”

Katie caught Ellis by the arm and wrapped her arms around her.  “Baby, I know you’re upset about yesterday but what exactly am I supposed to do? My mom is hurt and furious that I’m even thinking about moving out and she totally flipped out when I said something about it. I can’t just pack up everything in the car and leave. Can I?”

“So that’s it? You just stay there and I stay here and we keep sneaking around to see each other, or maybe we’re over. Is that what you want?” Ellis said as she pulled away from Katie.

“What are you talking about? Do you really think that I don’t want to be here with you all the time? I want to be here with you. I’d better be the only one that’s ever here with you, or I’ll hurt someone. But I can’t just walk out when my mom is so upset about it. I think if I just start spending the night here every few days and sneak out a little of my stuff at a time she’ll slowly get used to the idea and be okay with it. Please don’t be mad at me, Ellis, you know how badly I want to be here with you.” Katie sighed in frustration, hoping Ellis would give some sign of forgiveness. Finally, she sank down in a chair at the kitchen table, beginning to cry quietly.

Ellis was furious and not in the mood to be okay with the situation just yet, but the sound of Katie crying was breaking her heart. She stood with her back to Katie; finally, glancing over her shoulder at Katie she sighed, and then joined her at the table.

“Baby, I’m not mad at you necessarily. I’m just frustrated that after all we’ve been through to get to be together we still can’t. I’m just so angry, and I feel like I could just punch a hole in the damn wall or something.”

Katie took the tissue that Ellis offered her; as she wiped her eyes she said, “I know you’re mad and I am too, but I can’t just leave while my mom is so upset.”

Ellis groaned as she rubbed her head, “You promise you will get to be here soon.”

Katie squeezed Ellis’ hand, “Baby, just be calm and let me break it to them easy over the next few weeks, by just spending the night with you more and more. Eventually I’ll have all my stuff here and be staying every night with you. You know my mom loves you and that this is not about her not wanting me to live with you, it’s just not wanting her baby to leave home.”

Katie picked up a bottle left over from the night before and cocked an eyebrow at Ellis. “Did you get drunk last night because I made you mad?”

Ellis rubbed her head, saying, “Yes, I did. I know I shouldn’t have, but I was just so mad, and I couldn’t sleep after crying for so long.”

“Ellis, I cried myself to sleep too, you know, but I don’t want to be worried about you drinking too much on top of being lonely. Promise me you won’t do that again, even if you get angry at me.” Katie hesitated, looking at Ellis. “Ellis, promise me.”

Ellis sighed, smiling at Katie. “Okay, okay. I promise not to do that again. Please, just get your mom used to this in a hurry, because I don’t think I can take many more nights like last night.”

Katie giggled. "Now go take some aspirin and get in the shower so we can grab a bite to eat. I'm going to open some windows, 'cause it smells like a brewery in here."

"Are you staying here tonight? Or, can you at least stay for a while?" Ellis said as she rubbed her head, groaning.

Katie opened another window and turned to look at Ellis. "Go get in the shower and we'll talk about it when you get out. Use cold water, it'll make your head feel better and wake you up at the same time."

"I'm going," Ellis grumbled as she walked to the bathroom.
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Ellis stood in the shower with the cold water running over her head for several minutes before beginning to shampoo her hair. Thinking she heard a knock at the door, she stuck her head out to see that the bathroom door had been closed. She called out to Katie, but didn't get an answer. Deciding her head still hurt too badly to worry about it, she put her head back under the cold water and began soaping up.

With her head finally feeling better she cut the water off and pulled the curtain open. She called out again to Katie, but still didn't get an answer. After drying off she stuck her head out the door, asking if the coast was clear, since she needed to come out to get some clothes; she was surprised to find all the lights off.

"Katie, are you still here? Is there someone else here?"

"No bodies here but me. Come in the kitchen a minute, please."

"Why are the lights off? Did you not hear me calling you?" Ellis said as she came to a stop at the sight of Katie sitting at the kitchen table with candles lit and a pizza waiting for lunch.

"I heard you, but I was busy paying the pizza guy. I wanted to surprise you with lunch since we never got to have our first meal together in our apartment last night. I hope pizza is okay with you, since I really didn't have money or time for anything fancier," Katie said as she pulled out a chair for Ellis.

"Pizza is great, baby. Wow, look at the candles and everything. Let me slip on some clothes and I'll be right back."

"Just sit on your towel so you can eat before it gets cold. Besides, I'm thinking you aren't going to need any clothes, since there are a few other things we didn't get to do for the first time in our apartment yet," Katie said as she kissed Ellis and tweaked a nipple.

"Oh really? You think you can be all romantic, surprising me with a meal, and then have your way with me?"

"I was hoping so, but if you are still mad at me I can go home if you like." Katie turned, picking up her keys.

"I'm just teasing you, baby, of course you can have your way with me. But with an offer like that I'm thinking I can wait on the food."

"Oh no, you need to eat and have some more aspirin so that your head won't be hurting too bad when we do go to bed."

"Yes ma'am, but I'm really not very hungry."

Katie giggled, "I'll make a deal with you; since you are already naked I'll take off a piece of clothing for every few bite you take."

Ellis grinned and started eating, enjoying the show as she ate, and growing wetter by the moment. A few minutes later Katie was completely naked and Ellis stood, taking her by the hand as she blew out the candles.

"Let me run to the bathroom and freshen up right quick," Katie said before she disappeared.

"Okay. I've got a surprise for you anyway, but hurry back."

Ellis quickly lit the candles that she had arranged in the bedroom the day before in hopes of their making love for the first time in their apartment. Katie opened the door of the bathroom just as she lit the last candle and lay back on the bed.

"Wow, I may have to find a way to sneak out my bedroom window if this is what's waiting for me when I get here every night," Katie said as she climbed on the bed, sliding on top of Ellis.

Ellis closed her eyes, moaning as Katie kissed and sucked on a nipple, making it hard. She slowly opened her eyes when Katie, hesitating, and said, "I'm so sorry I couldn't be here last night, but I'm going to try to be here every night as soon as possible. I can't wait to wake up next to you every day with your arms around me."

"Me too, baby, but for now shut up and have your way with me," Ellis giggled as she kissed Katie.

Katie kissed her softly as she traced an invisible trail down Ellis' stomach, tickling the hair as she spread her legs and slipped a finger inside.

"Oh god, baby, that feels good," Ellis said, squirming. "I wanted you so
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