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Thank you so much, Emily, for sharing your talent and for all of your hard
work on this book. Thanks also to our genius editor, Joy Peskin, and
fabulous art director, Andrew Arnold, for helping us blend words and
images to create magic. The entire Macmillan team has supported the
novel, and now the graphic novel, with energy and passion that is very
much appreciated.

| reserve my deepest thanks for two groups:

The community of educators who have boldly championed Speak through
countless censorship challenges have helped change the national
conversation about sexual violence. | salute their courage and am
grateful for their friendship. My extended, blended family (including
biological relatives and those of the heart) has cheered me on through
years of writing, travel, some struggle, and much joy. They have taught
me all that | know about the power of love to heal. My boundless love
for them weaves the greatest story of all.

—Laurie Halse Anderson





OPS/images/page005.jpg





OPS/images/page006.jpg
7o everyone feeki/f/y +heir voice
and reac/w'ny for their power





OPS/images/page007.jpg





OPS/images/page001.jpg





OPS/images/page002.jpg
speak

Layrie Halse Anderson
Artwork éy

Emi/y Carvoll

Hodder
Children’s
Books





OPS/images/page003.jpg
Aut-hor’s note:

| wrote the original Speak in the late '90s, before the Internet, before
cell phones, and before the awesome phenomenon of graphic novels.
| wrote it to deal with the depression and anxiety that had shadowed me
since | was raped when | was thirteen years old. | never dreamed that
the book would be published. | couldn’t imagine that people would want
to read it, or share it with friends, or teach it, or turn it into a movie.

But here we are, because life can be bewilderingly wonderful sometimes.

I've watched the growth of graphic novels with excitement, and have
long pondered how to transform the story of Speak into the graphic
novel form. Art and artistic expression play a significant part in Melinda
Sordino’s transition from traumatized victim to empowered survivor.
The story and the form seemed to be a natural fit, but only in the hands
of the right artist.

Emily Carroll is that artist. Her artwork combined with my story have
created a new expression of what it feels like to have your voice stolen
from you, the battles that must be endured to find it again, and the
triumph of speaking up.





OPS/images/cover.jpg
He stole my words From me . . . but now s time to

speak

Layrie Halse Anderson

Artwork b Y

Emi/y Carroll






OPS/images/page010.jpg
A school board member
: HIGH Scho0r made them change
Me mascot-

— o smmm we

HOME OF THE 1 BLUE DEVILS _

oL, |

TMERBRYWEKTT

oromar SO

“Trojan” means condom, and that-
wasn’t a strong abstinence message,
he said.
Befter the devil you know
an the Trojan you don’t
7 gHess.

My exile is worse
Fhan ( Mouyﬁ/‘.






OPS/images/page033.jpg
[ can’t
f/vp 6/‘/‘/‘/1; my //pf.

/15 like my mouth 52/0/7;:"
to someone [ don’t- know.





OPS/images/page034.jpg





OPS/images/page035.jpg
Gym (s Aam/‘/iahh;.
/t should be ///e;a/.

Nicole used fo be
my friend, sort- of...

Nust be a jock /‘Alhy.

tf you're that- strong,
you don’t care if peop/e
make comments about-

your books or butt:





OPS/images/page036.jpg
=

Nicole can do anything that- involves
— a ball and a whistle.

\\/ /// { //

IF she Just weren’t

56 Friendly. 1#+d be s0 much easier

to hate her if she
She cheers on everyone; were a bitch.

she doesn’t 6my.

She’s even
alce fo
//eaMer.






OPS/images/page026.jpg
Can ( have
another ones

[ learned how to
draw frees in

First grade.

You /'urf
chose yM{/’

destny.






OPS/images/page027.jpg
my J"pam"yﬁ tfeacher babbles in

fpam}% and Men acts out
what- she’s saying.

You have
a mi;ra/he./

{J’

s,

i
f

Jow're gonna |
faint!

But- we don’t ,
wnderstand 7 9. ; 2
Spanish—thats P

why we've heve!

She wants us to M/y fpeak
J"Pam;‘/r in class.

lsw’f that- 7
the whole point- - "

of school 7

A coup/e of the smart Kids
ull Me J”famb“ﬁ—fny/l}%
dictionary off the shelf.

2y the time the bell rings
o ) ' ‘
“ejfl wre 0#/‘7 ‘,’ 8y m;]‘ ; fee/ e

e






OPS/images/page028.jpg
\§Q { survive the next few
, weeks without- a meltdown.
/ ;ef 6I4Inﬁed a /0/‘

in the halls.

/lcciden/u//y shoved
(afo /ockery.

A few times books
are ripped out-

T ﬁfmy hands.

[ try
not- to dwell
on 1hi:

It’s easier fo get out- of
the building without- any
hassle if ( stay after and
fake Me /a/ve bus home.





OPS/images/page029.jpg
My fareﬂ/tr feave cash ||
50l can order pizza

A Vi
when they work late e

fwo fermﬂa//ﬁef:

‘No, sir, [ never ' ’ ' |
eat food on the ;004{ | "‘ | &y the time bad
cohc[, not- ever. | 1 walks (n the door,
| \ eVekyMlhy looks the
way he wants to

see (1~





OPS/images/page022.jpg
Art Follows lunch
like dream follows
mﬂﬁnam,

e SR

Welcome fo Ma
only class that will |
feach you how to
survive.

We/cam
1o Art-






OPS/images/page023.jpg
This is where Yok can
Find your true sel¥,
if you dare.

/
] 4
e Lon’t ask me how

to draw a face.
Ask me how

to find the
jmr. Freeman p 2 ' w

s J‘eriom‘/y
weird,

He says we’ll graduate with
our heads ull of numbers and
words because of the millions
of hours we've ypenf
studying them.

Are words or
numbers more
impor fant than

’maﬂe;‘.

Poes a/yeéra move
you fo tears’?’
Can Me p/um/
poffem't/e ekpress
the Fee//hyf n
your heartr’





OPS/images/page024.jpg
[ stare af Wy, trying fo
make her look af- me.

In Fifth ;rade ! she S/QP/‘ over
at- my house every weekend.

my little z{auyﬁfer
kicked this like a soccer

have bought- h
ball and destroged _ ey

an entire continent-
And l had
a vision!
What do You
N think it was:

' Have you a/ready
let- Hhem beat- the
_creativity out

i o/youf %

This beautiful, crumbling
metaphor For our planet-
could contain an entire
world of art, of humanity,
of yp/endor...






OPS/images/page025.jpg
You'll yﬁem{ tHe g
whole Year /eam/h;
how Fo turn that
fmfj'ecf nto art-

NN

J”ﬂfdy the

word on your

Pafer .

souct! yc“/Pf iy sKetch Jpeak fo ever
iy ier-maché i e e v
sie r cai looks at it-

e)(f/ore it 1n every way ’

possible untl you Fignre " W |
out- how fo make it say \/\/ N
mlneMlhy, express an A -
emottion. <

—

\7





OPS/images/page030.jpg
HERR |\ my bed is sending
L N out- serious nap

) ’ i Homework
Z | ! i Il (s not- an






OPS/images/page031.jpg
[ tried to draw my face (n a
tree for that- f;‘upid art- Pro/'ec/:

Like a dryad.






OPS/images/page032.jpg
Two mm{dy-c//fc/e eyes
under black-dash eyet{/fawr
pig nostrils, and a
cAeWec{—hf Aormr
of a mouth.






