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Omission and swallowed sounds in Zulu Language: | As a Conversational Zulu Language learner, you should be aware that Zulu Language has a:

- Ubaba akekho usem’sebenzini uzobuya ngesonto elizayo (Dad/father is not here, he’ll be back next week)

- ‘Babakekh’semsebenzin’ ‘zobuyangesont’el’zayo (Dad/father is not here, he’ll be back next week)

Izikhathi nendlela  nokubingelelana neminye yemibuzo (Times, ways to greet and some questions): | Ekuseni (Morning):

Ukuvalelisana – Farewell & goodbye:

Amazwi enduduzo – Sympathetic words:

Ukugubha izikhathi zenjabulo – Celebrating happy moments:

Onkamisa BesiZulu, eziqalweni zamagama/ Zulu vowels used as prefixes in words:

~ e – Iziqalo zondaweni neziphawulo kanye neziqalo zongumnini/ prefixes for direction/prepositions, adjectives and possessive pronouns:

~ i – Ubunye kanye nobuningi bamabizo, kanye neziphawulo/ Singular and plural form of nouns and adjectives:

~ o – iziqalo zeziphawulo nongumnini/prefixes for adjectives and possessive pronouns | - Olusha – the new one

~ u – iziqalo zamabizo nezinsizasenzo/ prefixes for nouns and adverbs:

Ukuhleleka kwemisho ( Sentence patterns):

Ukwakheka kwemisho nezinhlobo zemisho Sentence construction and sentence types):

** Izibonelo (Examples):

** Isibonelo(Example):

Izinhlobo zemisho (Sentence types):

• Imisho Ebikayo ( Statements)

Amagama – ukwakheka kwamagama (Construction of words/parts of words/ Morphemes) | • Kunezingxenyana ezincane ezikhona ekwakhiweni kwamagama okuyizona ezinika igama incazelo, lezizingxenyana angeke sakwazi ukuzehlukanisa. | ( When constructing a word there are small units that are used to give such word a meaning, these units cannot be subdivided further):

° Amagama ahlukaniswe ngokwezigaba ezimbili/ | Words are classified into two groups:

Lexical or content :

Function or grammatical words;

Izibonelo ngokusetshenziswa koLimi (Examples on Language usage): | Hamba (Walk / go)

•• And when it comes to “Negative “ statements :

•• Same will also apply to different prefixes as in the former examples above. | Questions to help in a conversation – Imibuzo elekelela engxoxweni: | **Questions to help in conversation – Imibuzo elekelela engxoxweni: | * What?  - Ini/yini?

* Who? – Ubani?

* Where – Kuphi?

* When? – Nini?

* Why? – Ngobani?/Kungani?

* How? – Kanjani?

* Which one? – Yona yiphi?

***Khumbula ke ukuthi kulemibuzo engenhla, inhloko noma umenziwa okukhulunywa ngaye angaba yedwa, lokho sizokuqaphela eziqalweni zezivumelwano zenhloko noma zikamenziwa lowo okukhulunywa ngaye noma naye. Kanjalo uma inhloko noma umenziwa esesebuningini, kumele neziqalo zakhona zikhombise ubuningi. | ***Please take note that in the above questions, the subject or the object/predicate can be in a singular form, that can be noted from the prefixes used in that particular subject or predicate. So as when the subject or predicate is in the plural form, their prefixes should indicate that as well.

Ulimi olukhulunywayo nolimi olubhalwayo (Spoken language versus written language): | • Ulimi olukhulunywayo – izibonelo (Spoken language – examples):

* Uma sibhala (If we write):

* Uma sikhuluma (If we speak):

Amagama abantu adumile esiZulwini: | (Popular names of people in Zulu Language) | Awamantombazane :

Izinto okumele uziqondisise ngoLimi – Things you need to understand with a Language | • Ulimi lune/ Language has:

• Amagama olimini anesiphelo, kodwa imisho yona ayinasiphelo – Words are finite,  but sentences are infinite | • Imithetho youkusetshenziswa kolimi inalokhu okulandelayo – Grammar rules include:

• Ulwazi ke lolimi kufaka Phakathi konke lokhu okungasenhla esesikhulume ngakho. Okusho ukwazi ukuzwa umehluko phakathi kokusetshenziswa kolimi ngokuyikho kanye nalokho  okungesikho ( Competence) – Knowledge of a Language, which includes all what we have talked about on top, to be able to distinguish between the correct usage of a language from the incorrect usage. | • Ukwazi ke uLimi kuyenzeka kwehluke ekukwazini ukulusebenzisa, omunye umuntu angalwazi ulimi kodwa akhethe ukungalusebenzisi (Perfomance) -  Ability to speak a Language ( please note that one needs to be ‘Competent ‘to be able to ‘Perform ‘) uma ungenalwazi lolimi, ngeke wakwazi ukulusebenzisa. | Ukwakheka kwamagama/ Amabizo// Word formation/Nouns | Izibonelo/Examples:

1 Isiqalo (Prefix) | 2 Isiqu (Stem) | 3 Isijobelelo (Suffix)

Izibonelo (Examples): | Iziqalo zobunye nobuningi (Prefixes indicating singular and plural form):

Izijobelelo (Suffixes):

Ubunye nobuningi emabizweni esZulu/ Singular and plural form in Zulu nouns | • Amabizo aqala ngo ‘i’ – Imvama yalamabizo uma esebunyeni avame ukuba nesiqalo esingu ‘i’ , uma eseya ebuningini abe neziqalo ezingu ‘izi-‘ noma ‘ama-‘ sizokwenza izibonelo: | • ( Nouns that have ‘i’/’’isi’ prefixes- normally these nouns have ‘i’/’isi’ prefixes when they are in singular form,  and when they are in plural form their prefixes become ‘izi’ or ‘ama’, we will make examples):

• Amabizo anobunye obuqala ngo ‘u’/’umu’/’um’, uma ke sesiwayisa ebuningini avame ukuba neziqalo ezingo ‘aba’, ‘imi’, ‘izi’, ‘o’ njll: | • ( Nouns with singular prefixes ‘u’/’umu’/’um’, when changed to plural form,  normally their prefixes change to ‘aba’,  ‘imi’, ‘izi’, ‘o’ etc):

• Kukhona namanye amabizo angenabo ubunye noma ubuningi, kuyenzeka ahlale esebuningini angabi nabo ubunye, noma abe sebunyeni angabi nabo ubuningi: | • ( There are some nouns that have only plural form with no singular,  and some have only singular with no plural): | • Amabizo anobuningi kuphela ( nouns with only plural form):

• Amabizo anobunye kuphela (nouns with only singular form):

With this lesson we are not trying to translate English into isiZulu or vice versa, but we are trying to help our Zulu learners to have more understanding of Nouns). | Nouns/Amabizo:  refer to persons, animals, places, things, ideas, or events, etc. Nouns encompass most of the words of a language. (Ibizo igama lento ebonakalayo nento engabonakali/ Name of visible & invisible things)

1.1 Proper Nouns/ Amabizongqo:

Examples/Izibonelo:

1.2 Common Nouns /Amabizomvama:

Example:

1.3 Abstract Nouns/Amabizo ezinto ezingabonakali:

Example:

1.4 Concrete Nouns/ Amabizo ezinto ezibambekayo:

Example:

1.5 Countable Nouns/Amabizo ezinto esikwazi ukuzibala

Example:

Example:

Amabizo – Izinhlobonhlobo zezibonelo zamabizo/ Nouns – different examples of Nouns | Ubunye /Singular   Ubuningi/Plural

Imizwa – Feelings / Emotions

Umuntu – Person

👧Girl – Intombazane

👨Man – Indoda

Imali – Money

Izinsuku ZeSonto/Week Days

Izinyanga Zonyaka:

Izilwane/ Animals:

Izenzo/Verbs | Ezivela kuzo zonke izitho zomzimba (Abantu Nazilwanyana)/ Verbs from using all body parts in humans and animals: | (Ikhanda/Head) –

(Izinwele/Hair) Gunda – Cut

(Ubuso/Face) Hlamba – Wash

(Amehlo/Eyes) Buka – Look

(Izindlebe/human ears)/(Amadlebe/Animal ears)

(Ikhala/Nose)

(Umlomo/Mouth)(Izindebe/Lips)(Ulimi/Tongue)(Amazinyo/Teeth)

(Amahlombe/Shoulders)

(Izandla/Hands)

(Izandla/Hands)(Iminwe/Fingers)(Izinzipho zomuntu/Nails human) (Amazipho isilwane/Claws animal)

(Umhlane/Back)(Izinqulu/Hips)(Ukhalo/Waist)(Izinqe/Buttocks/Butts/Bums)(Isisu/Tummy) (Umphimbo/Throat)

(Amabele/Breasts)

(Imilenze/Izitho – Legs)(Izinyawo – Feet)

Izenzo ezivela emvelweni nasezintweni ezingaphili/ Verbs from nature & non-living things.

Izibonelo ngokusetshenziswa koLimi (Examples on Language usage):

Amabinzana anezenzo ezimbili (isenzo+ isenzo/ insizasenzo) – Phrases with double verbs (verb + verb/adverb):

Iziphawulo/ Adjectives: | Sicela uqapheke ke ukuthi njengoba lesisifundo kungesona esiqonde ukujulisisa ekufundiseni isiZulu njengoLimi lwebele, sizothi nje ‘janti’ eziphawulweni sedlule/ Please note that since this is not an extensive and First Language Zulu study, we will just highlight adjectives in passing :

*Shapes/Umumo/  Isimo | *Size/Ubungako | * Kinds/Nhloboni/Njani? | Izibonelo/Examples:

Izinsizasenzo/Adverbs:

Izibonelo/Examples:

Inqolobane yakho/Reference library: | Ukwakheka, ukunambitheka nezimo  ( Surfaces, taste and conditions ):

Imizwa – Feelings/Emotions

Zihlole – Test yourself: | (From time to time you will find Zulu activities to help you test yourself and your level of understanding,  hope you’ll like them,  please send suggestions to improve this section)

Ukukhomba/Izikhathi | /Pointing /Times

Ake sikhombe – Let’s point :

Umkhombandlela – Direction

Izisho nezaga zesiZulu:

Time – Isikhathi:

Isimo Sezulu – | Weather forecast

#Imibala #Colours

NgabeAchazani?/ Lamagama What Do These Words Mean?

Ake Sihumushe Lets Translate

Izaga nezisho zesiZulu/Zulu Proverbs and sayings:

Izisho ZesiZulu – Zulu Sayings

Amagama/words

Ezomnotho – Economics

Umhlaba wethu – Our world/Planet:

Here – Lapha

Hamba kahle (1)/Nihambe kahle (more than one) – Go well /goodbye

Wenzani? – What are you doing?

Marriage  - Umshado/ Umendo/Umgano

Amagama ezinto ngesiZulu (Zulu names of things):

Asikhulume/Ingxoxo – Let’s talk/Conversation:

Siyaxoxa /Conversations | EndliniYezihambi /GuestHouse | Ehhotela /Hotel

Siyaxoxa /Conversations | Esikhumulweni Sezindiza /Airport

Siyaxoxa /Conversations | Zazise /Self Introduction

Siyaxoxa /Conversations | Imikhombandlela /Directions

Ezemidlalo | Sports

Ezinye zezisho esiZulwini : | (Some of the Zulu proverbs)

Amagama ezinto ngesiZulu (Zulu names of things)

Test yourself: | Name the following, under each give

•  Izenzo/Verbs | • Iziphawulo/ Adjectives

Izicathulo – Shoes | Vocabulary:

Incwadi – Book | Vocabulary:

Indlu – House | Vocabulary

Imbali – Flower | Vocabulary:

Izenzo (Ziyaqhubeka)/ Verbs

(Izandla/Hands)(Iminwe/Fingers)(Izinzipho zomuntu/Nails human) (Amazipho isilwane/Claws animal)

(Umhlane/Back)(Izinqulu/Hips)(Ukhalo/Waist)(Izinqe/Buttocks/Butts/Bums)(Isisu/Tummy) (Umphimbo/Throat)

(Amabele/Breasts)

(Imilenze/Izitho – Legs)(Izinyawo – Feet)

Inqolobane Yamagama /Vocabulary | #A

Inqolobane Yamagama  /Vocabulary | #B

Inqolobane Yamagama /Vocabulary | #C #Ch #Cw

Inqolobane Yamagama /Vocabulary | #D

Inqolobane Yamagama  /Vocabulary | #F

Zulu Sounds ‘G’ / | Imisindo YesiZulu ‘G’

Inqolobane Yamagama /Vocabulary | #H #Hl #Hlw

Zulu Sounds  ‘J’ / | Imisindo YesiZulu  ‘J’

Inqolobane Yamagama /Vocabulary | #K #Kh #Kl

Izisho ZesiZulu /Zulu Sayings

Amagama amqondofana (Synonyms):

Amagama aphikisanayo/Opposite words)

Self-assessment/Zihlole:

Zama ukuthola Amabizo ngaphansi kwalezinhlobo: Try to identify Nouns under the following categories:

Self-assessment/Zihlole:

Veza Izenzo kulamagama owanikiwe, igama ngalinye kungenzeka liveze Izenzo ezingaphezulu kwesisodwa/identify & list verbs from the given words, it’s possible that one word can give you more than one verb.

Self-assessment/Zihlole:

Zama ukuthola Iziphawulo kulamagama alandelayo: Try to find Adjectives from the following illustrations:

Self-assessment/Zihlole:

What do we call these animals in Zulu?/ Yisho amagama esiZulu alezilwanyana  (Zama ukuqondanisa ngokuyikho/ Try to match correctly)

Self-assessment/Zihlole:

What do we call these things in Zulu?/ Zibizwa ngani lezinto ngesiZulu  (Zama ukuqondanisa ngokuyikho/ Try to match correctly)

Self-assessment/Zihlole:

What do we call these animals in Zulu?/ Yisho amagama esiZulu alezilwanyana (Zama ukuqondanisa ngokuyikho/ Try to match correctly)
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My Conversational Zulu Handbook is a user friendly book that seeks to help a non Zulu speaker to get a quick sneak peek into the ‘world’ of Native Zulu speakers and effective techniques to learn Zulu as a conversational Language. This Handbook does not intended to replace formal academic study for Zulu Language and should not be treated as such. But it is an additional assistance to learning Conversational Zulu in less formal environments where the learners or the users of this Handbook had to supplement this book with real-life interactions with Native Zulu speakers in their natural environments and real-life scenarios.
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In this Handbook  users will find different language structures, parts of speech, Language usage in different real-life scenarios, phrases to help them start meaningful conversations, sentence formation and practical implementation of the Zulu Language for usage in everyday real-life situations, like able to read, understand a spoken language etc.
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This Handbook is encouraging and promoting social interactions and networking between different people from different ethnic groups

Herein you will also find additional tasks and self-assessment exercises that will help you as a user to test and assess your own progress.

You are also given an opportunity to interact with the author to give your feedback and opinions to improve your Conversational Zulu learning experience.

––––––––
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Writing this Handbook has been inspired by the love of communicating with people from different ethnic backgrounds and racial groups other than mine. As an author, I have witnessed how people always love to socialize outside of their racial boundaries, Language barrier is always a challenge. So this offering is to try and eliminate such barriers.
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On top of this Handbook though, individual effort is very important, just to go an extra mile to put yourself in a suitable situation where opportunities to learn Zulu are plenty.

While you are still in this mission of learning Zulu, please remember that any language is associated with the identity of that particular speaker. You need to respect other people’s languages and their culture. When you are not sure if you still within acceptable conversational boundary, always ask, Zulu people are very friendly and always willing to help you learn their language, without laughing or making fun of you.

Remember that leaning a new language is not only fun, but it gives you an opportunity to make new lifetime friends and the ability to speak a new language, which is wonderful opportunity to understand someone else’s culture and their lifestyle.
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Masakhe ubungani Ndawonye 
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Let’s build friendship together.

This Handbook is dedicated to all people who have been my inspiration to write this book. I want to thank KhulumaAfrika SpeakAfrica Team. They are my family, they walked with me on my adventure pathway, they are like the wind beneath my wings.

KhulumaAfrika SpeakAfrica community at large, this offering would not be possible if they were not behind KhulumaAfrika SpeakAfrica at all times, You are the best bunch of Lovely people.

My Mom, Elizabeth, the Pillar of my strength. Through the good and the painful moments she is always my source of strength to press on.

My Brothers and Sisters, together we have travelled a very difficult and impossible journey. But through everything, love for each other and the deepest desire to keep ourselves united is the only ray of light that shines our way to the bright future.

To all our sons, daughters, nephews, nieces, cousins, uncles, aunt’s and all the members of our very large extended family, we are bound together by blood forever. Blood will always be thicker than water.

Remember, in our own Language we always say:

Asikho esindlebende kwabo..
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Do we need rules to learn Zulu Language? 

How do we learn it successfully ?
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Sometimes rules are very restrictive and sometimes confusing, plus we don’t learn a language by trying to cram the rules and know them by heart. But yes they will help as a guidance on the process of learning.  But we naturally and successfully learn Zulu Language by: 


-  Listening  


(You expose yourself to any spoken language sources, and Listen actively, trying to train your ear and familiarizing it with Zulu sound patterns and the style of pronunciation from people to people) 
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-  Reading  


(Read most of the sources/media in Zulu  language, although here you may need to learn to write in Zulu first because in order to be able to read Zulu words and sounds, you may need to know how to write them so that you maybe able to recognize them and be able to read them) 

––––––––
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-  Speaking  


(Eventually try to practice the few phrases and words that you have acquired through Listening and Reading, practice regularly if possible apply your practice in real life scenarios, try to continously interact with Zulu Speakers and any Zulu literature or audio) 
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-  Writing  


(This is optional for Conversational Zulu Language learners, you may practice this skill as an extra advantage. Writing will also improve your reading drastically, “you can’t read what you can’t write”, yet you can speak what you can’t write or read. In other words it’s possible to understand a language without necessarily knowing how to read or write it. 
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Omission and swallowed sounds in Zulu Language:




As a Conversational Zulu Language learner, you should be aware that Zulu Language has a:
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• Written form/ and can be Read also 

• Spoken form

If you are not familiar with spoken Language form, although you can read it properly, but when the same words are spoken by a Native speaker you might find it very challenging to comprehend anything.
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•• Written form is very straightforward and has all the syllables and vowels of each words intact and there is a clear distinction between phrases: eg

- Hey wena mfana woza lapha! (Hey you boy come here!) 
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- Ubaba akekho usem’sebenzini uzobuya ngesonto elizayo (Dad/father is not here, he’ll be back next week)
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•• Spoken form is very different altogether,  it’s very difficult to distinguish phrases and some syllables, vowels or sounds are omitted or swallowed by a Speaker. Which makes it extremely difficult to understand anything if you only rely on written form to try to learn Zulu. 

The other thing with written form is the tone of the voice and the accent which is non existent in the written form.  

Take a look at the spoken form of the above examples of sentences, now if they are spoken they will appear like this:

- ‘Hnamfan’Hhozala! (Hey you boy come here!) 
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- ‘Babakekh’semsebenzin’ ‘zobuyangesont’el’zayo (Dad/father is not here, he’ll be back next week)
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Notice how spoken form differ from written form, that’s how these words will reach your ear...so I can recommend that you train your ear also to try and listen to a spoken Zulu Language, especially by Native speakers, both in places where they will understand that you need them to slow down and where they just speak freely. Your ear will soon get used to a spoken form of this Wonderful Language. 
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