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My brother and a friend decided to play Tom Sawyer
and Huck Finn. They paddled away in a canoe and promised parents to
be home soon.

They explored flooded White Oak Creek and listened
and sought what they seeked--adventures in an aluminum twenty year
old canoe. (Besides they didn't have much else to do.)

Snapping turtles as big as their heads often popped
up their jaws and snapped at their oars. Rattle-Moccasin snakes
slivered off shore into the murky water and swam to close to the
boat. "Did you see that?"

Logs jammed then a current tipped the boat. They both
silently thanked Mom for the life jackets while they were
afloat.

The day was slowly coming to an end. Onward home they
started to begin. Arms now weary from paddling the oars.

"What
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