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​Welcome to Banksia Street
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At Banksia Street Specialist School, students learn in ways that work for them.

Some students need extra time. Some students use devices to help them talk. Some students need breaks when their bodies feel too big. Some students need timers to help them know what comes next.

In Room C2, eight students learn together. They have good days and hard days. They make mistakes and fix them. They help each other and learn from their teachers, Piper and Sam.

About Specialist Schools:
Specialist schools support students who learn differently. Classes are smaller. Teachers and aides use special tools and strategies. Every student has a plan that works for them.
About Communication in C2:
Some students in C2 use different ways to communicate:

●  AAC (Augmentative and Alternative Communication): Tools that help people communicate. Ben uses an iPad app called Proloquo2Go that speaks for him when he taps buttons.

●  PODD (Pragmatic Organisation Dynamic Display): A communication book with pictures and words. Sam uses it to help students find the right words.


Everyone in C2 communicates. Sometimes with voices, sometimes with devices, sometimes with gestures. All communication is good communication.

These eight stories show what life is really like in C2. The good moments. The hard moments. The learning moments.

Welcome to Banksia Street.
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​Meet the C2 Class 
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Riley
Riley is energetic and likes being funny. Riley is learning to use calm words and inside voices. Sometimes excitement makes it hard to remember the rules.
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Toby
Toby likes knowing what comes next. Numbers and timers help Toby feel safe. Toby finds it hard when plans change or activities stop.
[image: ]

Noah
Noah likes when things work perfectly. Noah loves building and fixing things. Noah is learning that sharing and asking for help makes projects better.
[image: ]

Ari
Ari likes drawing and watching. Ari is quiet and notices small details. Ari prefers being on the edges where things feel calmer.
[image: ]

Ben
Ben uses an iPad with an app called Proloquo2Go to speak and a wheelchair to move around. Ben likes when people wait and give time. Ben is patient and kind.
[image: ]

Zara
Zara stays calm when others feel big emotions. Zara likes rules and helps remind people about classroom expectations. Zara is fair and steady.
[image: ]

Dylan
Dylan has strong feelings and big reactions. Dylan is learning to cope when things feel unfair or don't go the way Dylan wants.
[image: ]

Jade
Jade worries about making mistakes. Jade is learning that asking for help is brave. Jade likes colouring and quiet activities.
[image: ]

The Adults

Piper

The C2 teacher. Piper is calm, fair, and notices when students need support.

[image: ]

Sam

The teacher's aide. Sam uses the PODD book and helps students find the right words.
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​Book 1 — Game Rules
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​Chapter 1: Outside Time
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In C2, outside time was the best time.

It was only fifteen minutes, but it felt free. The sandpit was busy. A basketball bounced on the concrete near the fence.

Riley liked the picnic table near C Building. It was close to the door. It felt like his spot.

Riley kept the UNO cards in his jacket pocket. He slid the deck onto the table.

“UNO?” Riley said.

Noah stopped first. Noah always moved fast when something looked fun.

Zara came next. Zara sat down like she was the judge.

Ben rolled up last to the table. Ben's iPad sat on his lap tray. The iPad had his talking app on it. Ben liked when people waited for his message.

Other kids from C2 were nearby too. Dylan was at the fence. Toby was close to the sandpit. Jade was colouring at another table. Ari sat a little way back with a notebook.

Riley dealt the cards fast. The cards slapped the table.

Zara looked at the cards. “One rule,” Zara said. “We pick one rule and stick to it.”

Riley grinned. “My deal, my rules.”

Noah frowned. “That’s not fair.”

Ben tapped his screen.

Ben’s device spoke. “Fair.”

Riley pointed to the school door. “Hurry up! Let’s play.”

Zara’s mouth went tight. “Riley. Calm voice.”

The timer near the door showed the red slice of time. The red was big right now.

Outside time had started.

◆

Think about it:
What games do you play at home or at school?
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​Chapter 2: The First Argument
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Noah put down a red five.

Riley slapped down a red Skip.

“Ha!” Riley said. “Noah misses a turn.”

Noah’s cheeks went hot. He grabbed the next card, then stopped. He didn’t want to look like he cared, but he did.

Ben watched carefully. His eyes went from the pile to the players. Ben liked games when they felt safe.

Zara put down a Draw Two.

Riley smiled as he reached slowly towards the pick-up pile. Then he pulled his hand back and slammed down a Draw Two he already had.

“Pick up four!” Riley said.

Zara sat up straight. “No stacking. We didn’t agree on stacking.”

Riley pointed at Zara. “You can’t change it now.”

Zara leaned in. “Riley. Use calm words.”

Riley laughed. “I am calm.”

Ben tapped the iPad again.

Ben’s device spoke. “Stop. Too loud.”

Riley rolled his eyes. “It’s not loud.”

Noah’s hands squeezed the cards. His fingers bent the corners.

A shout came from the sandpit. A kid yelled, “Mine!”

Zara pointed at the cards. “Listen. We pick one rule right now.”

Riley tapped the table. “Stacking.”

Zara shook her head. “No stacking.”

Noah said, “No stacking. It makes fights.”

Riley’s stomach felt buzzy. He liked being funny. He didn’t like being told off.

Ben’s device spoke again. “Calm voice.”

Riley took a breath. “Fine. No stacking. But I’m still winning.”

◆

Think about it:
What does “fair” mean in a game?
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​Chapter 3: Ben’s Turn
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The game kept going.

Riley got down to two cards. He held them up like a trophy.

“UNO!” Riley said, loud and proud as he placed a card on the pile.

Zara looked at him. “Little voice, please.”

Ben looked at his cards and moved one card to the front. Ben planned turns carefully.

Riley looked away for one second to watch the kids playing on the basketball court.

Noah put down a green card.

Zara followed with a green reverse.

Ben lifted a card.

But Riley spoke over him. “My turn.”

Zara’s eyes narrowed. “It’s Ben’s turn.”

Riley didn’t look. “Nah, Ben took too long.”

Ben’s fingers tightened on the iPad. He didn’t like being skipped. He didn’t like people deciding for him.

Ben tapped fast.

Ben’s device spoke. “My turn.”

Riley shrugged. “You can’t be slow.”

The teacher’s aide, Sam, stepped outside from the C Building door. Sam had the class PODD book under one arm.

Sam didn’t sound angry. Sam sounded steady.

“Pause,” Sam said. “Hands on your own things.”

Everyone froze. Even Riley froze.

Sam opened the PODD book and pointed.

“My turn,” Sam pointed. “Ben’s turn.”

Sam looked at the group. “We can wait. We give time.”

Sam held up one hand.

“Count in your head,” Sam said. “One... two... three... four... five.”

Riley’s face twisted like he wanted to laugh, but he didn’t. He counted anyway.

Ben tapped the screen.
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