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Introduction






The aim of
this ebook is to encourage you to give your ‘Yes’ to Him… that is, to follow
Jesus. It is intended to increase your faith, to encourage you to
trust in Him and to help you in your personal relationship with
Jesus.






In this third
publication of mine, the ebook is divided into five Chapters. It
will mainly focus upon the ‘Yes’
of Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Also, it will focus
upon the ‘Yes’ of Saint Paul, one of the
greatest followers of Jesus.






This ebook
will also include some of the missionary experiences I went
through, and which to date have never been shared on any of my
social networks. It includes my own‘Yes’… to follow Him, and what
this ‘Yes’ meant
to me.






Also, included
in this ebook, is the episode when together with other missionaries
we were crossing to the USSR in 1991 to evangelize and our van
skidded and overturned on the side of the road! I will narrate this
episode and also disclose to you what we had hidden in the van…
this event happened during the ‘Cold
War’!






I hope that
you find this ebook of interest to you, and that it reaches its aim
of helping you in your spiritual growth, and in giving your
‘Yes’ to Him.






Thank you for reading
this ebook.






George
Calleja
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Chapter
One – Have you
said ‘Yes’ to
Him?







Who is ‘He’? Why am I to say
‘Yes’ to
Him?






Over the
centuries, for more than two thousand years, many people have met
Jesus in a personal way. These people know who Jesus is and a
number of them have said ‘Yes’ to Him.






Many other
people do not know who Jesus is and why we should say
‘Yes’ to Him. So
who is He? Why are we to say ‘Yes’ to Him?






Just like a
little child

A little child totally
depends on his mother, freely and without hesitation approaches her
to be embraced, to be loved, to be cared for, to be fed etc. The
child’s total faith is entrusted unto his mother, without any
questions asked, knowing that she is there at all times.






The mother,
from the child’s point of view is everything to him, is the source
of his life, is the protector of his life, is everything. Isn’t the
mother like a ‘god’ for the child?






This same enthusiasm of
the child towards his mother, is an example of who Jesus is for us.
Jesus, the Son of God, who died on the cross, is our Saviour. He
loves us, He cares for us, He feeds us with His spiritual food. Do
we have the same enthusiasm towards Jesus, when compared to a
child’s enthusiasm towards his mother? Are we excited to meet
Jesus, to be with Him and listen to what He has to say to us? If
only our enthusiasm and excitement towards Jesus were like the
child’s enthusiasm towards his mother, then our life would be
fulfilled with His love and daily grace.






Our faith in
Jesus

To know Jesus
in a personal way requires having faith in Him… just like the child
has faith in his mother. In Matthew 17:20 Jesus replied
that, “Because you have so little faith.
Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you
can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will
move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” How big is our faith in Him? Do we really have faith in Him
and do we trust Him completely in our lives? Maybe we still need to
nourish our faith in Him before we can say that
‘Yes’ to
Jesus?






We are responsible to
nourish our faith. We are to seek different ways to increase our
faith in Him. Maybe we need to read the Bible more and seek Jesus
in prayer. For Catholics receiving the Eucharist is a very
important way to increase their faith. We increase our faith also
by loving our neighbours in every moment of our lives. Attending to
a spiritual talk about God’s love is another way to increase our
faith. There are endless ways to increase our faith in Jesus. Are
we making an effort to increase our faith?






The challenge
to increase our faith in Jesus

This is a challenge for
all. The same challenge that I faced in my life. Do I want to
increase my faith in Jesus? Do I want to know Jesus in a personal
way? Do I really want to be a different person and let Jesus guide
my life?






Maybe these are the
reasons why at times people do not want to take up this challenge.
People might also be afraid to take up His challenge of following
Him. Looking back at my life I can say that what made me increase
my faith in Jesus, besides the importance of reading the Bible and
receiving Him in the Eucharist, was to love the people I met during
the day. This helped me to really increase my faith in
Him.






Taking up this challenge
in my life has made a big difference to me. Through faith I finally
got to know Jesus in a personal way.






Jesus is waiting for you
to take up this challenge too!






My ‘Yes’ to
Him

Having faith
in Him and taking up the challenge to follow Him, will determine
whether we say yes to Him... “I will
follow you”. It is not easy to do so, but
if you really trust in Him, then yes, it is possible to take up the
challenge.






Way back in
1991, when I chose to dedicate six years of my life as a missionary
with ‘The International Catholic Programme
for Evangelisation - ICPE’,
to share His Love in different countries, I did
face this challenge of saying ‘Yes’
to Him. It was a difficult decision to make, as I
had to leave everything behind: my family, my friends, giving up my
job... But as I had a deep faith in Him, I told Him
'Yes’... I will follow You... trusting, that he would take care of me in all aspects of my
life. That prayer of mine opened the doors for me to give my
‘Yes’ to Him... to follow
Him.






Jesus did answer my
prayer. In the following six years as a missionary, and also after
that time, Jesus has always taken care of me, has always provided
me with blessings and grace, and has also taken care of me
financially. Through faith, and my personal relationship with Him,
He has taught me how to trust Him, and how to really follow Him
freely and in peace.
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Chapter
Two – Mary’s ‘Yes’



Mary, the Mother of Jesus. What a simple, humble
girl she was. From her young age, God trusted her to be the Mother
of Jesus… the Mother of all mankind… the Mother of all nations.
What a huge responsibility she had to carry, being not only the
Mother of Jesus… but of me, of you, of our families, of our friends
and of all generations, past, present and future.


Mary, she is loved by
all. Mary, she is there for all. Mary, was there for
Jesus.


Her ‘Yes’ was
the sign of endless love

When we think
of how Mary chose to say her ‘Yes’ to be the Mother of Jesus, we
wonder if she knew what that ‘Yes’ meant? Did she know what she
would have to go through, seeing Jesus suffer and die on the cross?
Did she know that Jesus would rise after three days and later
ascend to heaven?


In the Gospel
of Luke, Chapter 1:26-38, one reads the following account of when
Mary said ‘Yes’ to
becoming the Mother of Jesus:


In the sixth
month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a
man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are
highly favoured! The Lord is with you.”


Mary was
greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting
this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary;
you have found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth to
a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”


“How will
this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”


The angel
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to
have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to
conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever
fail.”


“I am the
Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her.


With simple
and powerful words, Mary said her ‘Yes’… “I am
the Lord’s servant,”… “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
No conditions were made by Mary to God’s
messenger, the angel. She just trusted God and placed her faith in
Him.


This was her
mission. The mission of endless love to all, as she was to become
the Mother of Jesus. Mary’s only question was “How will this be… since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered, “The Holy
Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you… ”. I believe that when the
angel said these words to Mary… she was filled with enormous grace…
the grace of seeing herself embracing Jesus, embracing all humanity
as the Mother of Jesus.


Her
‘Yes’ was the sign
of endless love.


Mary’s
intervention at the Cana wedding

Most people know the
story when Jesus made His first miracle during the Cana wedding in
Galilee. The miracle when Jesus turned the water into wine. In the
Gospel of John, Chapter 2:1-7, it is written that…


On the third
day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was
there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They
have no more wine.” “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied.
“My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do
whatever he tells you.” Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind
used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty
to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with
water”; so they filled them to the brim…


Have you ever
realised that when Jesus replied: “My hour
has not yet come.”… he was referring to the
‘hour’ of His
glorification and of His return to the Father’s right hand. This
‘hour’ is
determined by the Father.


Mary, was
beside Jesus at Cana. She knew Him as her child, and she knew who
He was... the Son of God. Mary believed in Jesus since the time the
angel had told her, “The Holy Spirit will
come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God…”


Because of
this belief in Him, in Jesus being the Son of God, Mary intervened
so that Jesus would perform His first miracle. During the
Annunciation, Mary had already said to the angel that,
“I am the Lord’s servant,”… Mary’s intervention so that Jesus would perform His first
miracle was Mary giving her ‘Yes’
to God, it was one way of her being the Lord’s
servant.


God used Mary for Jesus’
first miracle.


Mary
treasured what Jesus said to her

Many times we read the
story when the twelve year old Jesus went sitting amongst the
teachers in the temple, listening to them and asking them
questions. It is the episode when Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem
for the Festival of the Passover. The time when as a boy, Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem… I am sure that Mary and Joseph were
worried about Jesus’ whereabouts. Where was He? What was He doing?
With whom was He? These are typical questions a loving mother and
father would surely ask
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