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​ FOREWORD

by Rev. Erlo Stegen

Answering Skeptics may become another classic
by Peter Hammond. The content of Answering Skeptics seems bound to
become a "must read" for Christians.

Skeptics, atheists, secular humanists, or
whatever name is given to godless philosophies, are on the march
with a new militancy.

Just in this year the following was reported
by the secular press: At the World Humanist Congress in Oslo in
August, delegates from India, Uganda, Nigeria, Argentina and Brazil
— all countries where belief in a supreme deity or deities has a
strong hold — reported mounting interest in their philosophy. Like
their counterparts in Europe and North America, they argue that
morality is based in human nature and does not need a father-figure
god to back it up with punishment in an afterlife, in which they do
not believe.

"There are more godless groups in the world
than ever before," Sonja Eggerickx, a Belgian schools inspector who
is president of the International Humanist and Ethical Union, told
the Congress.

US delegates, including a serving army major
who has just established an organisation for atheists in the
military, spoke of a surge of rejection of religion in all its
forms among young Americans — a point some recent opinion surveys
back up.

In Manchester in May, British Humanists — one
of the world’s oldest such groupings — were told of a sharp rise in
humanist birth, marriage and death ceremonies, and strong growth in
their association’s four-year-old student wing.

In Ireland, a country where the influence of
the Catholic Church was for decades dominant in all areas of life,
including politics and government decision-making, an optimistic
national humanist association met in Carlingford in late
August.

In Nigeria, where the openly non-religious
face Christian preacher-inspired public opprobrium as "immoral
reprobates" or "Satanists" and in the Islamic north are treated as
apostates, the humanist movement held its Congress in Abuja in
September.

How is that for a taste of militant
skepticism? Peter Hammond's book is designed to meet these skeptics
head-on.

May the Lord's blessing be upon this book. I
pray that it would inspire Christians to trust more in the Book of
books, the Bible. And above all, may our Lord Jesus Christ be
glorified.

Rev. Erlo
Stegen

Director of KwaSizabantu Mission












​
INTRODUCTION

by Ray Comfort

God bless Peter Hammond for his deep
commitment to the cause of the Great Commission. It was the father
of science, Sir Isaac Newton, who once said, “Opposition to
godliness is atheism in profession and idolatry in practice.
Atheism is so senseless and odious to mankind that it never had
many professors.”

If he was alive today, he may like to revise
his last six words. We live in an age of skepticism, where there is
a revival of the foolishness of atheism. But he certainly put his
finger on the cause of atheism. Normally those guilty of the sin of
idolatry pick and choose the attractive characteristics of the
nature of God—“My God is a God of love and mercy. He would never
create hell.” And they are right. He would never create Hell
because he couldn’t. He doesn’t exist. He’s a figment of their over
active imagination—the place of imagery. The nature of the Creator
of the Universe, as revealed in Holy Scripture, is not only love
and mercy, but also justice and truth, holiness and
righteousness.

The atheist, however, reverses idolatry and
creates a god from the characteristics he finds unattractive—“The
God of the Bible is a judgmental, homophobic, unloving,
wrath-filled, merciless tyrant. If that’s your ‘God of love,’ I
want nothing to do with him!” But the god he doesn’t believe in
doesn’t exist! He is also a figment of the human imagination. The
atheist is in truth the offspring of Adam, still imitating his
first forefather, by trying to hide from God. And the best hiding
place he can find is in atheism.

But not all skeptics are hardened atheists.
Some are prepared to think and listen. It is to these ears that
Peter Hammond writes - and to the faithful Christian who wants to
reach them.

Ray Comfort

Way of the Master
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​ PREFACE

ALWAYS READY TO DEFEND THE FAITH

“But sanctify the Lord God
in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness
and fear.” 1 Peter 3:15

Be Prepared

The motto of the Scouts is: “Be prepared.” Similarly, we as Christians must be
prepared to answer those who would ask us to explain what we believe, and why we
believe.

We are exhorted to: “…
contend earnestly for the Faith which was once for all delivered to
the saints.” Jude 3

The apostle Paul declared that he had been
appointed: “for the defense of the
Gospel.”

Philippians 1:17

“But avoid foolish and ignorant
disputes, knowing that they generate strife. And the servant of the
Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient,
in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps
will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, and
that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the
devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.”

2 Timothy 2:24-26

Be Not Deceived

In the book of Revelation we are told that an
angel will be sent to cast satan into a bottomless pit where he
will be shut up and sealed “so that he should
deceive the nations no more…” Revelation 20:3We are
constantly warned throughout Scripture not to be deceived. The
Scriptures make clear that satan is deceiving the nations. We are
commanded to study to show ourselves approved unto God (2 Timothy
2:15). To contend for the Faith, and to patiently teach and correct
those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them
repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may come
to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been
taken captive by him to do his will.

The Battle for the Mind

We are involved in a world war of worldviews.
The battle for the mind is at the heart of this war. It is a battle
for truth. We need to know God’s Word and God’s work so that we can
give carefully reasoned answers to those who are challenging the
Christian Faith. Some of them are honest skeptics who are genuinely
looking for answers. We need to patiently answer them, remembering
that we sometimes took many years to come to the convictions that
we now hold.

 













​ CHAPTER 1

WHAT PROOF DO YOU HAVE THAT THE BIBLE

IS THE WORD OF GOD?

Some people see Christianity as some kind of
intellectual suicide. A blind leap of faith.

However, Christianity is a reasonable Faith.
It is based on incontrovertible, historical facts. Christianity is
not a blind leap into the dark. It is an intelligent step into the
light. There is nothing virtuous about gullibility. We are not
proclaiming faith in faith. It is all too possible to be sincerely
wrong. Our faith needs to be in the facts that God has revealed in
Scripture and in Creation.

Any skeptical enquirer is to be commended for
wanting to examine the foundations of our faith. And the Bible
forms the solid foundation for our Faith. The Bible stands as the
greatest Book ever written. It is unique in its circulation. The
first book to ever be printed was the Bible. The Bible has been
read by more people, and printed more times, than any other book in
history. No other book has been translated into so many
languages.

The Forbidden Book

It is unique in its survival. No other book
has been so viciously attacked throughout history as the Bible. In
AD300 the Roman emperor Diocletian ordered that every Bible be
sought out and burned. He was determined to destroy Christianity by
destroying the Scriptures it was founded on. Anyone caught with a
Bible would be executed.

War Against God

Throughout history other tyrants have waged a
war against God, seeking to annihilate the Christian Church. Just
in the 20th century alone well over 60 million Christians were
killed by atheistic regimes. Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin of
the Soviet Union closed down or destroyed over 48,000 churches and
imprisoned more than fifty million Russian Christians. Mao Tse
Tung’s Marxist regime in Red China also sought to annihilate the
Christian Church. Enver Hoxa declared Albania the first truly
atheistic country in the world after closing every church and
killing every minister in the country. Every Bible was destroyed
and people were imprisoned in labour camps for merely mentioning
the Name of God. Samora Machel similarly attempted to turn
Mozambique into the first truly atheistic country in Africa. Yet,
despite the most extraordinary campaigns to destroy Bibles, the
Bible has survived to continue to be the world’s Number One best
selling book of all time.

Unique

Despite the intensive campaigns over many
centuries to destroy the Bible, there are still an incredible
24,000 manuscripts of the New Testament dating back to the time of
the early church. By way of comparison there are only 7 manuscripts
of Plato’s Tetralogies, 49 manuscripts of
Aristotle’s Ode to Poetics, 8 copies of
the Historian Herodotus writings. By these standards of antiquity,
the Bible is in a class of its own. No other ancient writing has as
many manuscripts, and certainly no other book has been so
scrutinised and subjected to such critical analysis, and yet
survived the most withering campaigns of criticism.

Impressive Credentials

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in
cliff top caves at Qumran, in 1949, provided manuscripts dating
from the 3rd Century BC to the 1st Century AD. It included a
complete book of Isaiah and thousands of fragments representing
almost every other Old Testament book of the Bible. Students were
astounded to find that the manuscripts and translations which we
have available to us today were accurate and reliable in every way.
The Bible, on any level you might wish to examine it, is the most
impressively credentialed work of ancient literature.

Now, you may say, that’s all very well, but
how can I know that the Bible is the Word of God?

A Critical Test

The Law of God sets up a litmus test for prophecy:
“When a prophet speaks in the Name of the Lord, if
the thing does not happen, or come to pass, that is the thing which
the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously;
you shall not be afraid of him.”

Deuteronomy 18:22

Prophecy

It is a fact that, of the twenty six books of
the world, that either claim to be, or have been proclaimed to be,
Scripture, the issue of specific prophecy is glaringly absent. You
do not find specific prophecies concerning events, far in the
future, in the writings of Buddha, Lao-Tsu, Confucius, or Muhammad.
However, the Bible is absolutely unique in that, in the Old
Testament alone, there are more than two thousand specific
prophecies that have already been fulfilled. There has never been
anything else in all of history to compare with the Bible’s
prophecies.

You may say, weren’t they just lucky guesses,
or vague generalities that could be interpreted in any way? Well,
you be the judge. Consider these:

Egypt

At the time when Egypt was the greatest
nation in all the world, the king of nations, the richest country
on earth, Ezekiel prophesied: “There shall no
longer be princes from the land of Egypt” (Ezekiel
30:13).

It is a fact of history that, until a few
decades ago when the monarchy was overthrown, Egypt was always
ruled by a prince, but during the 2,500 years since this prophecy
was given, the princes of Egypt were never Egyptian. Their kings
and queens have been Persians, Macedonians, Romans, Greeks, Arabs
and Ottoman Turks. Egypt has even been ruled by the English. But
since the prophecy, given through Ezekiel no Egyptian monarch has
ruled over Egypt. When Egypt was the world’s superpower, no one
would have predicted that.

Babylon

Iraq has been much in the news lately, so let
us consider the Biblical prophecies concerning Babylon. The Bible
contains over 100 specific prophecies concerning Babylon’s
fate.

Babylon was not only the greatest empire in
ancient times, its capital city was the greatest city in the world.
The historian Herodotus recorded that the city consisted of 196
square miles of the most beautiful architecture, hanging gardens,
palaces and temples. The walls were 15 miles long and 200 feet
high. The towers were 300 feet high. The walls were 187 feet thick
at the base. Every authority at the time would agree that the city
of Babylon was impregnable. Yet the Word of God came that:
“The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly
broken …it shall be desolate forever.” Jeremiah 51:58-62

Now, the Great Wall of China is not nearly as
wide, nor as strong, as the walls of Babylon were, and although it
is older it still stands today. The walls of Jerusalem still stand.
But today there is no doubt that the walls of Babylon have been
destroyed.

Determined to make this the capital of his
worldwide empire, Alexander the Great decided that he would rebuild
Babylon. Alexander issued 600,000 rations to his soldiers and
ordered the rebuilding of the city of Babylon. Yet, Alexander died
at the age of 32 and his enterprise of rebuilding Babylon was
abandoned.

In the 4th Century AD, Julian the Apostate, who
attempted to restore paganism to Rome was engaged in a war with the
Persians. To prevent the Persians re-establishing the defenses of
Babylon, Julian ordered the remnants of the wall of Babylon
completely broken down. In this surprising way, one of Scriptures
greatest antagonists of all time became the agent to fulfilling one
of the clearest and most repeated prophecies in the Old
Testament.

Jeremiah 50:13, 39

Today the ruins of Babylon are a wilderness
inhabited only by scorpions and snakes. Although the fertility of
the lands around Babylon was legendary, today it is a barren
desert.

Tyre

The
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