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Nobody wants to be known as a liar, and perhaps that’s why the Bible puts so much emphasis on telling the truth. Truth is a solid foundation upon which we can stand when we are confronted with the lies of this world. The very first warning Christ gave the disciples when they asked for a sign was, “take heed that no man deceive you.” It is our responsibility as believers to know what scripture says about the truth. 

"Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day." - Psalms 25:5

Words Worth Knowing

	emeth (Strong's #571): firmness, faithfulness, truth

	alétheia (Strong's #225): truth, but not merely truth as spoken; truth of idea, reality, sincerity, truth in the moral sphere, divine truth revealed to man, straightforwardness.


Reading Selection

In the book of Psalms we’re told about a time when truth will spring out of the earth. Some Bible scholars believe we’re living in the age of deception and that many of the lies we’ve been taught will be exposed. Some point out that many lies that we may have previously believed are being exposed thanks to the internet and social media. If those assumptions are true, then we could be living during the beginning stages of Bible prophecy being fulfilled. 

“Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.” - Psalms 85:10-11

Isaiah speaks of a time when Judah will return to the strong city. This is important because some denominations teach that Israel is no longer relevant or chosen. However, when we look at the Bible, it definitely indicates that Israel is still relevant, still chosen, and will be redeemed.

“In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.” - Isaiah 26:1-2

In the book of John we learn that knowing the truth will set us free. The truth being referred to is freedom from the wages of sin (death). The truth of salvation is the first truth we come into before we begin studying the meat of the word. It is also this truth that we need to be adamant about teaching to our friends and family because it is the only truth that assures salvation.

“Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. As he spake these words, many believed on him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” - John 8:28-32

It is also in the book of John that Christ promises to send the spirit of truth to dwell in believers. There are some that believe Christ was referring to the literal Holy Spirit, while others believe it to be a metaphor for spiritual discernment. In either case, Christ wanted us to know the truth so that we can better guard against deception. 

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” - John 14:16-17

One example of immediate punishment for lying is found in the story of Gehazi, Elisha’s assistant. Naaman the Syrian was born with Leprosy, which some scholars believe may have referred to albinism based on the context of the story. When Elisha turns down payment for curing Naaman of his leprosy, Gehazi pursues Naaman and lies in order to get the reward offered to Elisha. When Elisha questioned him about where he was, he then lied to Elisha. His immediate punishment was to be cursed with leprosy, his skin turned white as snow, and his family cursed to be white as snow forever.

“So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well? And he said, All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments. And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare them before him. And when he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go, and they departed. But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither. And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants? The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow.” – 2 Kings 5:21-27

Quick Fact

When we dig into the Bible’s history, culture, customs, etc. we find that many of the things we’ve been taught are not actually true. 

“And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.” – Acts 17:10-12

The Breakdown

Because of Christ’s warning about deception at the end of the age, it is our duty as believers to listen to what’s being taught and then go check the scriptures to see if what we’re being taught is true. There are no exceptions to this rule regardless of a person’s title or position. Even Paul was subject to being fact checked by the Bereans when he taught. If we always conduct ourselves like the Bereans, there will be less of a chance that we will be deceived by the lies of this world.

Questions For Group Discussion

	Is it important to always tell the truth according to the Bible?

	Are there spiritual consequences when we don’t tell the truth?

	Are there any Bible verses to support your answer to question #2?


Please Leave A Five Star Review
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IF YOU ENJOYED READING this book, please leave a five star review. Your review is important because it helps our people decide if they want to buy the book. If you believe what is written in this book is important, please take a few moments to leave a review. Thanks in advance.
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