
  
  [image: ]




  
  Copyright © 2026 Joshua L. Gilliland 
All rights reserved.
Publication Information
First Edition: February 2026
Version: 1.0
Published by JG BeatsLab
Legal Notices
Not Legal Advice. This guide provides general information about AI music generation, platform features, and industry practices. It does not constitute legal, financial, or professional advice. For questions regarding copyright, intellectual property, licensing, contracts, or other legal matters, consult a qualified attorney.
No Affiliation. This publication is not affiliated with, endorsed by, or sponsored by Mureka, Skywork AI, Kunlun Tech, or any of their subsidiaries. "Mureka" and related trademarks are the property of their respective owners and are used here for informational and educational purposes only.
No Warranty. The information in this guide is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind. Platform features, pricing, policies, and model behaviors change frequently. The author makes no guarantees regarding the accuracy, completeness, or currentness of any information presented. Verify all details with official sources before making decisions.
Platform Terms Govern. Your use of Mureka is governed by Mureka's Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, not this guide. In any conflict between this guide and official platform documentation, the platform's terms control.
Methodology Disclosure
The techniques and findings in this guide are based on systematic testing conducted in January–February 2026. Sample sizes, testing conditions, and limitations are documented in Appendix L. AI platforms evolve rapidly; results may vary from what is described here.
Rights and Permissions
No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form without prior written permission, except for brief quotations in reviews and certain noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.
For permissions, contact: josh@jgbeatslab.com
Trademarks
Mureka, Skywork, and related marks are trademarks of Kunlun Tech and/or its affiliates. Suno is a trademark of Suno, Inc. Spotify, Apple Music, YouTube, DistroKid, TuneCore, and other platform names are trademarks of their respective owners. All other trademarks are the property of their respective holders.






  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        1.
        
        INTRODUCTION: The 2026 Mureka Mandate
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        2.
        
        CHAPTER 1: Before You Create — Building Your Artist Identity
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        3.
        
        CHAPTER 2: The Command Center — Mastering the Style Prompt
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        4.
        
        CHAPTER 3: The Lyric Sheet – Directing the AI Vocalist
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        5.
        
        CHAPTER 4: The Persona Workflow – Locking in Your Sonic DNA
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        6.
        
        CHAPTER 5: The "Iteration" Workflow — Sculpting Your Golden Seed
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        7.
        
        CHAPTER 6: The Producer's Toolkit — Advanced Techniques & Troubleshooting
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        8.
        
        CHAPTER 7: Mastering the Mureka Editor — The Generative Audio Workstation
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        9.
        
        CHAPTER 8: Ship It — Export, Ownership & Distribution
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        10.
        
        APPENDIX A: Technical Cheat Sheet (2026 Standards)
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        11.
        
        APPENDIX B: Structure & Performance Tag Glossary
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        12.
        
        APPENDIX C: Validated Vocabulary Cheat Sheet
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        13.
        
        APPENDIX D: Prompt Templates by Genre
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        14.
        
        APPENDIX E: Model Comparison Matrix
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        15.
        
        APPENDIX F: Subscription & Credit Reference
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        16.
        
        APPENDIX G: What Mureka Doesn't Understand
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        17.
        
        APPENDIX H: Community Resources
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        18.
        
        APPENDIX I: Legal, Rights & Platform Compliance
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        19.
        
        APPENDIX J: Mureka vs. Suno Quick Decision Matrix
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        20.
        
        APPENDIX K: End-to-End Case Studies
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        21.
        
        APPENDIX L: Testing Notes & Methodology
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        22.
        
        APPENDIX M: Version Drift & Where to Check Updates
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        23.
        
        About the Author
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    
  


  
  INTRODUCTION: The 2026 Mureka Mandate


You've heard the name. Maybe you've tried it. Maybe you're comparing it to Suno and wondering if it's worth the switch. Maybe you're already deep in the Mureka ecosystem and frustrated that nothing seems to explain how it actually thinks. 
This guide is for you.
Mureka is a full-stack AI music generation platform built by Skywork AI (a division of Kunlun Tech). The name is a portmanteau: "Music" plus "Eureka" — meant to capture that electric moment when inspiration strikes. The platform's promise is simple: capture that spark instantly, turn a melody in your head into a finished track, and make songwriting accessible to anyone with an idea.
That promise is real. But so is the learning curve.
What Makes Mureka Different
If you've used Suno, you know it feels like giving directions to a talented session musician. You describe what you want, and Suno interprets: sometimes brilliantly, sometimes unexpectedly.
Mureka is different. Under the hood, it runs on something called MusiCoT architecture: "Musical Chain of Thought." Before Mureka generates a single note, it builds an internal structural outline of your song. It plans the verse-chorus-bridge architecture, maps the instrumentation, sequences the energy arc — and then it generates audio.
The Construction Site Analogy
Think of it this way:
Other AI music tools (like Suno) pour concrete as they go — generating audio sequentially, one moment at a time. The result can feel spontaneous and musical, but structure is emergent rather than planned.
Mureka builds the steel beams first. MusiCoT pre-plans the entire song structure (verse placement, chorus energy, bridge timing, instrumentation density) BEFORE generating a single audio token.
This is why Mureka is better at following complex structural prompts — but can sometimes feel less spontaneous than Suno's output. It's executing a blueprint, not jamming.
This has profound implications for how you prompt it.
With Suno, you can be impressionistic. "A sad song about leaving home" might work fine. With Mureka, you get better results when you think like an architect. Structure first. Specific vocabulary. Categorical commands.
Suno is the musician's tool. Mureka is the producer's tool.
This guide will teach you that vocabulary.
The Model Landscape (2026)
Mureka offers multiple generation models, and choosing the right one matters more than you might expect. As of this writing, you'll encounter:
O2: The flagship. Most polished output, cinematic quality, highest cost (20 gold per song). But there's a catch we'll explore in Chapter 1.
V8: The "emotional" model. Melodically improvisational — it interprets prompts emotionally rather than literally, which can produce more musical results.
V7.6: The workhorse. Best prompt obedience, handles complex structure, understands silence.
V7.5: Strong vocals, good for multilingual projects.
V7.5-all: Entry-level, available to all tiers, good for quick experiments.
Each model has a distinct personality: not just quality differences, but cognitive differences in how they interpret your prompts. We discovered this through systematic testing, and it changes everything about how you should work.
You'll learn the framework in Chapter 1.
How to Use This Guide
You have two options:
Option A: Sequential Learning Start at Chapter 1 and work through to Chapter 8. Each chapter builds on the previous. By the end, you'll understand Mureka's psychology, speak its vocabulary, and have a production workflow that rivals anything you'd build in a traditional DAW.
Option B: Reference Manual Jump to whatever you need. The chapters are modular:
	Chapter 1: Setup, subscriptions, model selection

	Chapter 2: The Style Prompt (this is where the magic happens)

	Chapter 3: Lyrics and structure tags

	Chapter 4: Vocals, voice cloning, melody input

	Chapter 5: Iteration and the regeneration mindset

	Chapter 6: Advanced techniques and troubleshooting

	Chapter 7: The Mureka Editor (stems, extend, trim)

	Chapter 8: Export, distribution, ownership



The Appendices contain quick-reference cheat sheets: validated vocabulary, prompt templates, model comparison matrices, a glossary of terms Mureka doesn't understand, and testing methodology notes.
What You'll Need
Minimum: A Mureka account (free tier exists, but it's extremely limited and won't let you truly explore the platform).
Recommended: Pro Plan ($9/month) for access to advanced models (V7.6, V8, O2), commercial rights, and enough credits to iterate properly.
For Serious Production: Premier Plan ($27/month) unlocks WAV downloads, stem separation, voice cloning, and the Melody Idea feature. If you're planning to integrate Mureka into a DAW workflow, this is the tier you need.
⚠️ A note on billing: Multiple users have reported difficulty canceling Mureka subscriptions. Start with monthly billing until you're certain Mureka fits your workflow. Verify your account settings, and consider using a virtual card service for additional control. See Chapter 1 for the full Billing Survival Guide.

Time Investment
Expect a learning curve.
If you're coming from Suno, some habits will transfer. But Mureka's vocabulary is different, its structure obedience is different, and its model psychology is different. Budget 2 to 3 hours to work through Chapters 1 through 3 and internalize the core concepts.
If you're new to AI music entirely, budget a weekend. Run the exercises. Generate bad output. Iterate. The first 20 generations are calibration: you're learning the platform's personality as much as it's learning your intent.
By generation 50, you'll be dangerous.
Quick-Start Checklist
If you want to dive in immediately:
	Create an account at mureka.ai

	Choose a subscription tier (Pro minimum recommended)

	Navigate to the creation interface (mureka.ai/create)

	Toggle to Custom Mode (top-left of interface)

	Select model V7.6 for your first experiments

	Use a starter prompt from Appendix D

	Generate. Listen. Note what worked and what didn't.

	Come back to Chapter 2 when you're ready to understand why.



A Note on This Guide's Research
The techniques in this book aren't speculation. They're the result of systematic testing: what we call the Red Lab Protocol.
We ran forensic stress tests across all models, documented what vocabulary Mureka actually responds to versus ignores, and validated the syntax rules that produce consistent results. When you see a prompt template in this guide, it's been tested. When you see a "this doesn't work" warning, it's because we tried it and documented the failure.
For full methodology details — including sample sizes, testing conditions, and limitations — see Appendix L: Testing Notes & Methodology.
This isn't a promotional guide. It's a technical manual built from lab hours.
Let's get to work.






  
  CHAPTER 1: Before You Create — Building Your Artist Identity


Before you generate a single note, you need to understand the platform you're working with. This chapter covers the practical foundations: account setup, subscription tiers, the critical difference between Easy Mode and Custom Mode, and — most importantly — a framework for understanding Mureka's models that will change how you approach every generation. 
1.1 Account Setup & Platform Access
Mureka lives at mureka.ai. Create an account, and you'll have access to the core interface immediately.
Bookmark these URLs:
	mureka.ai/create — The main generation interface

	mureka.ai/editor — Post-generation editing tools (Region Editing, Extend, Splitter, Trim)

	mureka.ai/library — Your saved generations

	platform.mureka.ai — API access for developers



Mobile apps exist for iOS and Android, but for serious production work, use the web interface. The mobile apps are fine for quick captures and library browsing, but the full editing suite requires a browser.
Platform Note: Web, iOS, and Android may have different pricing, features, and cancellation paths. This guide focuses on the web interface. If you subscribe through the App Store or Google Play, subscription management happens through those platforms, not mureka.ai.

1.2 Subscription Tiers & Pricing
Mureka operates on a credit system. Understanding how it works will save you confusion and money.
Billing & Quotas: Key Definitions
Before diving into plans, let's clarify the terminology:
Gold — Mureka's internal credit currency. Each generation costs gold.
Songs/Month — Marketing shorthand. In practice, this is your gold quota divided by model costs.
Generation — One song creation attempt. Returns one track (not multiple variants).
Model Cost — Gold per generation varies by model: O2 = 20, V8 = 12, V7.6/V7.5 = 10
Example: "500 songs/month" on Pro really means 500 gold. Using V7.6 (10 gold each), you get 50 generations. Using O2 (20 gold each), you get 25 generations. Budget accordingly.
As of February 2026: Pricing and quotas change. Verify current terms at mureka.ai before subscribing. iOS/Android pricing may differ from web.

Pro Plan — $9/month
Monthly: $9.00/mo (billed monthly) Yearly: $7.17/mo (billed $86/year) — save ~20% Quota: 500 gold per month
What You Get:
	Access to advanced models: V7.5, V7.6, V8, and O2

	MP3 downloads

	Commercial use rights for songs you create

	Reference track feature (create songs inspired by uploaded audio)

	Priority queue (up to 10 songs generating at once)

	Video downloads

	Extend feature

	Region Editing



What You DON'T Get:
	WAV downloads (MP3 only)

	Stem/instrumental separation

	Voice cloning ("Any voice as singer")

	Melody Idea (humming input)



Premier Plan — $27/month ⭐
Monthly: $27.00/mo (billed monthly) Yearly: $21.59/mo (billed $259/year) — save $65 vs. monthly Quota: 2,000 gold per month
Everything in Pro, PLUS:
	WAV downloads (lossless audio for DAW work)

	Stem separation (vocals, drums, bass, other instruments)

	Voice cloning (use any voice as your singer)

	Melody Idea (hum or sing a melody, Mureka builds the song around it)

	Professional voice cloning for speech features



Which Plan Should You Choose?
Choose Pro for: Basic AI music generation with MP3 output
Choose Premier for: WAV downloads, stem separation for mixing, voice cloning, Melody Idea (humming input), or high-volume production (2,000 gold/mo)
The Real Question: Are you going to post-process in a DAW?
If yes, you need stems and WAV files. That means Premier.
If you're creating finished tracks entirely within Mureka and distributing MP3s directly, Pro is sufficient.
Commercial Rights Note: Per Mureka's Terms of Service, free tier output has non-commercial license restrictions and attribution requirements. If you need commercial rights, verify you're on a paid tier.
Credit Economics: What Can You Actually Make?
Here's realistic budgeting based on our testing:
[image: ]
Reality check: Expect ~10 generations per keeper track. That means:
	Pro + V7.6: ~5 release-quality tracks/month

	Pro + O2: ~2-3 release-quality tracks/month

	Premier + V7.6: ~20 release-quality tracks/month



⚠️ BILLING SURVIVAL GUIDE
Trustpilot reviews (1.3/5 average as of early 2026) cite billing issues as the #1 complaint. User reports include: difficulty canceling, unexpected annual billing, charges after cancellation, unresponsive support.
Protect yourself:
*Annual vs. Monthly: Default checkout sometimes selects annual billing. Triple-check before confirming.

*Use a Virtual Card: Services like Privacy.com let you set spending limits and cancel instantly if needed.

*Screenshot Everything: Capture your plan selection, confirmation emails, and any cancellation requests.

*Cancel Early: If you want to cancel, do it 7+ days before renewal. Document with screenshots.

*Know Your Channel:
    – Web subscription: Cancel at mureka.ai account settings
    – iOS subscription: Cancel through Apple Settings → Subscriptions
    – Android subscription: Cancel through Google Play → Subscriptions
    – Test Cancellation First: Before committing to yearly billing, verify you can access and understand the cancellation flow.

Start with monthly billing until you're certain Mureka fits your workflow.

1.3 Easy Mode vs. Custom Mode
When you land on the creation interface, you'll see a toggle in the top-left corner: Easy Mode and Custom Mode.
This toggle changes everything about how you interact with Mureka.
Easy Mode
Easy Mode is designed for speed and simplicity. The interface gives you:
	A single "Describe your Song" text field

	Inspiration tags for quick genre selection (Nu Metal, Scene, J-Pop, Vallenato, etc.)

	Optional Reference button (upload audio inspiration)

	Optional Vocal button (select a voice)

	Instrumental toggle



When to use Easy Mode:
	Quick idea capture

	Testing a concept before committing to full production

	When you want Mureka to make most of the decisions

	Learning the platform's general behavior



Easy Mode is training wheels. It's useful, but it's not where professional work happens.
Custom Mode
Custom Mode unlocks the full interface:
	Lyrics input field with structure tag support

	Complete Style Prompt control

	Model selection

	All reference and vocal options



When to use Custom Mode:
	Specific creative vision

	Professional output destined for release

	DAW integration workflows

	Anything where you need control



This guide assumes you're working in Custom Mode. If a technique doesn't seem to work, check your mode toggle first.
UI Mode Limitation: Some users report that certain UI modes limit which controls can be combined. If you can't access expected features, try switching modes or refreshing the interface.

1.4 Model Selection & Credit Costs
Here's where most Mureka users go wrong: they pick a model based on "quality" and stick with it.
That's a mistake.
Each model has a different personality — a distinct way of interpreting your prompts. Understanding these personalities is the single most important insight from our testing.
The Models
O2 [Pro] — 20 gold per song Mureka's official description: "All-in-one smart music studio, best model, professional results"
V8 [Pro] — 12 gold per song Mureka's official description: "Emotional" model
V7.6 [Pro
The Model Psychology Framework
[image: ]
Let me break this down.
V7.6: The Auteur
	
	
	
	


V8: The Pop Star
	
	
	
	


O2: The Blockbuster
	
	
	
	


The Director Metaphor
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1.5 Library Organization
	
	
	
	


1.6 Establishing Your Artist Identity
Sonic DNA Worksheet
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