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Introduction

About Paper 2

Paper 2 Option 2E.1: Mao’s China, 1949–76, is a depth study. Therefore it requires a detailed knowledge of the period that you are studying. Paper 2 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO2.

AO1 tests your ability to:


•  organise and communicate your own knowledge

•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past

•  make supported judgements

•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.



On Paper 2, AO1 tasks require you to write an essay from your own knowledge.

AO2 tests your ability to:


•  analyse and evaluate source material from the past

•  explore the value of source material by considering its historical context.



On Paper 2, the AO2 task requires you to write an essay which analyses two sources which come from the period you have studied.

At A-level, Paper 2 is worth 20 per cent of your qualification. At AS-level, Paper 2 is worth 40 per cent of your qualification. Significantly, your AS grade does not count towards your overall A-level grade. Therefore, you will have to take this paper at A-level in order to get the A-level qualification.

Structure

At AS and A-level, Paper 2 is structured around four key topics which cover the period 1949–76. The AS and A-level exams are divided into two sections. Section A tests your source analysis skills, whereas Section B tests your ability to write an essay from own knowledge. Both sections focus on the four key topics. The question may deal with aspects of one of the topics, or may be set on issues that require knowledge of several or all of the topics.



	Aspect of the course
	AO
	Exam



	Key Topic 1: Establishing Communist rule, 1949–57
Key Topic 2: Agricultural and industrial changes, 1949–65

Key Topic 3: The Cultural Revolution and its aftermath, 1966–76

Key Topic 4: Social and cultural changes, 1949–76

	AO1 and AO2
	Section A and Section B




The exam

At AS and A-level, the Paper 2 exam lasts for 1 hour and 30 minutes. It is divided into two sections, both of which test the depth of your historical knowledge. Section A requires you to answer one compulsory question on two sources. Section B requires you to write one essay. As this is a depth paper, questions can be set on single events or programmes but may cover more extended periods.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam. The book is divided into four sections – one for each of the Key Topics. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.

There are three levels of exam-focused activities.


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol: [image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]



Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 84–88. These have the following symbol to indicate this: [image: ]

Each section ends with an exam-style question and sample answers with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades.


1 Establishing Communist rule, 1949–57

China in 1949

Political problems

In October 1949, Mao Zedong led his Communist forces to victory in the Chinese Civil War over Chiang Kai-Shek and his Nationalists, the Kuomintang (GMD). However, China was backward, lacking an organised central government. There was no history or experience of democratic rule or organised, efficient government. Regions far from Beijing, like Muslim Xinjiang, had little in common with the rest of China and places like Tibet did not consider themselves to be Chinese at all.

Chinese society

Social attitudes remained rooted in Confucian tradition: women were not considered equal and they did not have the right to own property. Many peasants lived in poverty, exploited by corrupt landlords and threatened by criminal gangs and bandits. Eighty per cent of the population still lived in poor rural areas and survived by farming the land. There was little health care outside of the cities and education was very poor: the vast majority of peasants remained illiterate.

The aftermath of the 1946–49 Civil War


•  The war between Nationalists and Communists had killed millions, destroyed infrastructure and spread poverty and malnutrition.

•  Refugees clogged what remained of transport networks and filled the streets of the cities.

•  Although the Nationalists had fled to Taiwan, they stripped the country of assets such as gold, silver and dollar reserves, alongside cultural treasures, including those from Beijing’s Forbidden City.

•  China’s economy was completely devastated. There was no stable or even unified currency. However, the biggest problem was hyperinflation. Unable to support itself through taxation, the GMD regime had sought to bankroll its armies through printing money. In places, the money economy had collapsed and people reverted to bartering. Shortages of consumer goods led to people hoarding scarce supplies, making the situation worse.

•  Many of the educated elite, including bureaucrats and businessmen, had left with the Nationalists. There were few experienced officials left to run cities or with enough technological knowledge to rebuild the economy. The Communist Party did have support in rural areas of the country, where their promises of land reform had appeal, but they were far less popular amongst businessmen and middle classes in large Chinese cities like Shanghai.

•  The Nationalists continued to be a threat, bombing ships on the coast to prevent a Communist attack, while killing hundreds in the cities on the mainland. The Nationalists sent spies and saboteurs to attack the new regime.
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Below is a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding explanatory link back to the question. Complete the paragraph adding this link.


To what extent is it correct to argue that The Civil War was the main reason for China’s problems in 1949?
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This statement is correct only to a moderate extent. It is certainly correct to say that the Civil War had a devastating effect on the Chinese people. Industry had been smashed by the Nationalists, who destroyed it rather than let it fall into Communist hands. The Nationalists had funded the war by printing money and this had caused hyperinflation. The Nationalists had been chased off the Chinese mainland but they had fled to Taiwan and taken with them a large amount of China’s gold supplies.
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[image: ] Identify an argument      [image: ]

Below is a series of definitions, a sample exam-style question and two sample conclusions. One of the conclusions achieves a high level because it contains an argument. The other achieves a lower level because it contains only description and assertion. Identify which is which. The mark scheme on page 82 will help you.


•  Description: a detailed account.

•  Assertion: a statement of fact or an opinion that is not supported by a reason.

•  Reason: a statement that explains or justifies something.

•  Argument: an assertion justified with a reason.




How significant was the impact of the Civil War in weakening the Communists’ control of China in 1949?



Sample 1


[image: ]

The Civil War was significant in weakening Communist control of China in 1949 in several ways. Following the war, the Nationalists fled to Taiwan, an island off the coast of the Chinese mainland. Additionally, the economy suffered from hyperinflation. Finally, the Nationalists had destroyed much of China’s industry to avoid it being used by the Communists. Therefore, the Civil War was very significant in weakening Communist control of China in 1949.
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Sample 2
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The impact of the Chinese Civil War was significant in weakening the Communists’ control of China because it made it very hard for them to realise the promises that they had made to the Chinese people. However, the impact of the Civil War was not the most important reason why the Communists did not have complete control in China. It is true that the Chinese economy was backward, but this had long been the case: China had failed to keep up with the Western industrial revolution of the nineteenth century. The Chinese nation was made up of many different ethnic groups, languages and traditions. Regions such as Tibet did not consider themselves Chinese at all, while Islamic Xinjiang had little in common with the rest of China. Most people in China were illiterate peasants: they had little idea of what Communist ideology was. The Communists declared themselves in favour of gender equality, but Chinese traditions argued that women were not equal to men. There was little tradition of central government control: bandits roamed the countryside, which was sometimes controlled not by the government, but by warlords and criminal gangs like the Triads. Therefore, while the Civil War was significant in weakening the Communists’ control of China, there were significant problems that had existed long before the Civil War and had not been addressed.
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The state of China’s economy in 1949

The state of China’s industry

When the Communists came to power, China’s industry had been badly damaged by the years of war and much of China’s industrial equipment had been destroyed. In places, retreating Nationalist forces had attempted to sabotage industrial sites to prevent them falling into the hands of the Communists. Areas where local power stations had been bombed or coal stocks were low lacked electricity.

At the end of the Second World War, the Soviet Union (USSR) controlled Manchuria in the north-east of China. They dismantled industrial equipment in factories and mines, confiscated tools and gold and shipped them back to the USSR.

Factories needed to be reconstructed before industrial production could be improved. Raw materials were scarce and it was difficult to get them to the factories. In 1949, factory output was 44 per cent below its 1937 level. Furthermore, many skilled personnel who had the knowledge required to rebuild industrial production had fled to Taiwan with the Nationalists.

The state of China’s agriculture

The Communists did have support among the Chinese peasants who made up 80 per cent of the population, because they promised to introduce land reform. However, agricultural tools and livestock were in short supply and the most common fertiliser used by the peasants remained human waste. This spread disease. During the Civil War, many peasants had been forcibly conscripted into the Nationalist forces to replace soldiers lost in battle to the Communists. The farmers were dragged from their fields. With the farms left unattended, the crops wilted and died. This reduced food supplies to dangerously low levels.

National infrastructure

When the Communists came to power, China was in chaos. The previous Nationalist government had been very corrupt: bribery of officials was commonplace, while many leaders hoarded supplies or sold food meant for the people for their own profit. Transport networks were badly damaged; an estimated half of the railway network had been destroyed. Blowing up railway tracks and bridges had been a key tactic of the Communists during the Civil War because it disrupted the Nationalists’ ability to move their troops into battle, but now it created a major problem for the new government. They had to rebuild them quickly in order to consolidate control over large expanses of the country, particularly isolated rural areas far from the capital, Beijing. Telephone lines had been damaged while rivers and harbours were clogged up with ships sunk during the years of conflict.
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Below is an activity in answer to a question. The factual evidence in the paragraph is correct, but the paragraph can only achieve a mark in Level 2. Read the paragraph and decide why a higher mark cannot be awarded (see page 82 for the mark scheme).


How successful was land reform in winning the support of the Chinese people in 1949?
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The peasants supported the Communist policy of land reform. Land reform made the lives of the Chinese people better. A lot of people in the cities believed that Mao was dedicated to building a ‘new’ and better China. Land reform increased food production and provided sufficient food for the people in the cities.
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The new power structure

The different roles of the Communist Party

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) coordinated the government. Growing to 5.8 million people by the end of 1950, it set economic targets and controlled education and the prison camp system. Important members of the Communist Party held key roles in the government. For example, Peng Dehuai was the minister of defence and also the commander-in-chief of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

Party cadres helped enforce the Party’s policies: they controlled schools and the legal system and they monitored the PLA and the civil service, ensuring they remained loyal. The cadres monitored work units called Danwei. All employees belonged to one. They controlled permits needed for travel or marriage, access to housing or food. Mass organisations like the All-China Federation of Democratic Youth helped indoctrinate the young, while the All-China Federation of Women mobilised women in support of the regime’s campaigns on issues such as birth control and divorce rights.

The government

In September 1949, the Communist Party organised the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) to meet in Beijing. It appointed the ministers who formed the new government, the Central People’s Government. The CPPCC created the Common Programme. This was to be a temporary constitution until a full constitution could be written. It set out a range of rights including gender equality, educational opportunity and protection of religious belief. However, it also emphasised the leading role of the CCP, gave powers to the PLA and police to crush opponents of Communism and made Mao the Head of State. The CPPCC acted as the legislature while preparing the new constitution.

In reality, the CPPCC did what it was told by the Politburo, which was made up of important Communist leaders. The Politburo had 14 members, but the key decisions were made by the five-man standing committee: what they decided became the law. Mao was the chairman of the standing committee, which also included his close colleagues Zhou Enlai and Liu Shaoqi.

The bureaucracy

The CCP needed a huge number of bureaucrats to help establish the new regime and impose the Party’s control over China. A burgeoning bureaucracy was needed to introduce land reform, run the cities and introduce a centrally planned economy. The number of state officials increased very rapidly from 720,000 in 1949 to 7.9 million ten years later.

The People’s Liberation Army

The PLA played a vital role in helping the CCP establish its control. As Mao famously said, ‘All political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.’ The PLA was used to round up bandits and criminal gangs. These groups had terrorised many Chinese, so attacking them was a good way of increasingly public support. The PLA played a key role in spreading Communist influence. The armed forces attacked Xinjiang and Buddhist Tibet and also chased the remaining GMD out of mainline China: they were forced to flee to Taiwan.

The economic role of the PLA

The PLA played a key part in building popular support for the Communist regime through economic assistance. They rebuilt China’s shattered infrastructure: soldiers built bridges, roads, rail links and canals.

The propaganda role of the PLA

During the Korean War, the PLA fought against the combined might of the United Nations (UN). Their struggle gave rise to heroic tales of model soldiers that publicised the values of sacrifice, discipline and commitment to Mao. As many as 800,000 new recruits every year were indoctrinated with Communist propaganda.

Mao’s dominant position within the government

The leader of the Communist Party, Mao, also became Head of State in 1949. As the leader who had led the Communists to victory in the Civil War, he held massive personal prestige and influence. It was his ideas, so-called Mao Zedong Thought, which became the guiding principles of the new government.

The growth of democratic centralism

The CCP called the new system of government ‘democratic centralism’. It was meant to be democratic because at a local level villages and town councils would elect representatives. These representatives travelled to regional congresses to represent their views. In turn, the regional congresses elected representatives and this process carried on up a hierarchy of organisations until the views of the lowest councils were heard in ‘the centre’, namely, Beijing. However, at no point was there any chance to vote in favour of a different political party taking power.
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Below is a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and decide which option (in bold) is the most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.


How far do you agree that the Communist Party had established complete political control in China between 1949 and 1954?




[image: ]

The Communist Party had established political control in China between 1949 and 1954 to a very great/moderate/limited extent. Although the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) was the main legislative body and initially included non-Communists, in fact the Communist Party and its Politburo held power. The CPPCC acted as a ‘rubber stamp’ to the wishes of the Politburo, allowing the Party to introduce its policies. Control of the government meant that the Communists could organise the country to ensure it could possibly/most likely/definitely establish complete control of China by splitting it into Bureaux and appointing loyal Communists to key roles running each one. The part played by the PLA was very great/certainly important/absolutely vital to the establishment of control because it meant that opposition could be easily crushed. Party cadres enforced Communist policies in schools, factories, the civil service and the legal system. Democratic centralism gave the appearance of democratic representation but there was never any chance for voters to elect a different political party.
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[image: ] Support or challenge?

Below is a sample exam question which asks how far you agree with a specific statement. Below this is a series of general statements which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question and tick the appropriate box.


‘The new government established in the years 1949–54 was essentially a personal dictatorship of Mao Zedong.’ How far do you agree with this statement?





	Statement
	Support 
	Challenge 



	Mao was both Head of State and Chairman of the Communist Party.
	 
	 



	The CPPCC included non-Communists.
	 
	 



	Decisions were made by the five-man standing committee of the Politburo.
	 
	 



	Zhou Enlai was head of the State Council.
	 
	 



	Gao Gang, a close friend of Mao, held all four posts in the Manchurian Bureau.
	 
	 



	Peng Dehuai was defence minister and also head of the PLA.
	 
	 



	Mao Zedong Thought was the guiding principal of government.
	 
	 



	Democratic centralism let peasants vote for councils in their villages.
	 
	 



	The Communist Party had 5.8 million members by 1950.
	 
	 



	Party cadres enforced Communist policies in schools, factories and the PLA.
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Defeating the CCP’s opponents

The CCP launched the ‘Campaign to Suppress Counter-revolutionaries’ in March 1950, while the ‘Three Antis’ campaign (August 1951) and the ‘Five Antis’ campaign (February 1952) targeted opponents with intimidation, imprisonment and even execution. The campaigns greatly enhanced Mao’s control and effectively prevented anyone from challenging him

The ‘Three Antis’ and ‘Five Antis’ movements

The ‘Three Antis’ movement

In 1951, Mao called for a ‘big clean-up throughout the Party’ and the Three Antis movement was launched. This was a campaign directed against corruption, waste and obstructionist bureaucracy in government. It had some public support from those who believed the official claims that it was aimed at ending corruption within the Party. It removed opponents of the Communists. People found that their friends and family members disappeared, never to be seen again. The Party also encouraged ordinary Chinese citizens to become involved in political activities with rallies organised to denounce ‘counter-revolutionaries’. The victims were subjected to public ‘struggle meetings’ where they were forced to admit their guilt in front of large crowds demanding retribution.

The ‘Five Antis’ movement

The CCP also used mass campaigns to remove possible opponents and seize control over economic assets. The 1952 Five Antis were against bribery, tax evasion, theft of state property, cheating on government contracts and stealing state economic information. The bourgeoisie and private business owners were targeted. So-called ‘Tiger beaters’, selected employees of a firm, were organised by the Party cadres into a team of activists and ordered to gather incriminating evidence against their former managers and bosses. The beaters intimidated the ‘capitalist tigers’, torturing them until they were dragged before a ‘struggle meeting’ and forced to confess their crimes. Many committed suicide to avoid being denounced.

Both campaigns were very successful. Businessmen found guilty during the Three and Five Antis campaigns were forced to pay heavy fines and, in order to pay them, had to sell stock to the state, creating joint public-private enterprises. The Party sent cadres into the

The use of terror against opponents of Communist rule


The reunification campaigns in Tibet, Xinjiang and Guangdong


The development of the Laogai system
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•  Red: events and policies that have no relevance to the question.

•  Amber: events and policies that have some significance to the question.

•  Green: events and policies that are directly relevant to the question.








[image: ]


[image: ]




[image: ]








[image: ]


[image: ]



[image: ]



The Hundred Flowers campaign, 1957

Why did Mao launch the Hundred Flowers campaign?


Asking the intellectuals for help


Rectification of the Party


Removal of Mao’s enemies


International concerns


Over-confidence


Criticisms of Mao and the CCP


Mao’s response


Aftermath of the Hundred Flowers campaign
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	Statement
	Support 
	Challenge 



	Mao genuinely wanted to win the support of the intellectuals.
	 
	 



	As soon as the criticism came, Mao quickly launched the Anti-Rightist campaign.
	 
	 



	Mao knew that without the support of experts, economic production could not be increased.
	 
	 



	Mao was very worried by the 1956 Hungarian uprising.
	 
	 



	Mao viewed all intellectuals and experts as ‘class enemies’.
	 
	 



	Mao was worried that the Party was becoming bureaucratic.
	 
	 



	Mao was shocked and depressed by the criticism that he received.
	 
	 



	Khrushchev’s Secret Speech made Mao worried about looking too dictatorial.
	 
	 



	Mao honestly believed that the people were happy with the government.
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China and the Korean War


The war’s role in enhancing CCP control, suppressing opposition and promoting national unity



•  It helped enhance the power of the CCP. The PRC was just a year old when war broke out and the CCP desperately needed the support of Communist leaders in other countries to survive. By fighting a war against the capitalist Americans, Mao was able to prove to Stalin that he was a trustworthy ally.

•  The war provided an excuse for the regime to lock up its enemies. The regime could denounce non-Communists as spies, capitalist sympathisers or traitors.

•  The war gave the regime an excuse to enforce conscription, raise taxes and force farmers to give up their crops to aid the war effort.

•  The Communists launched the ‘Resist America, Aid Korea’ campaign. This mobilised public support for the Chinese army by encouraging workers to donate wages for the war effort. This created a sense of shared national pride and unity.

•  Mao clearly saw an opportunity to build popular support for his regime. If the Communist army, the PLA, could fight successfully against them, Mao would be viewed as a brave and heroic leader.



The human and financial costs of intervention in Korea


The human cost of the war


The financial cost of the war


China’s enhanced international prestige
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1  The Resist America, Aid Korea campaign

2  The impact of the war on the Chinese economy

3  The effect on the personal prestige of Mao

4  The impact on national pride

5  International reactions with other countries

6  The military results of the war
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Exam focus – AS question
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Exam focus – AS question
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Exam focus – A-level question
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