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“The face she made at me was probably meant for a smile. Whatever it was, it beat me. I was afraid she'd do it again, so I surrendered.”

― Dashiell Hammett, The Continental Op

1

It isn’t that my husband was beating me. It isn’t that he was mean to me in the least. It isn’t that he’s a cheating scoundrel or that he gambled away whatever is left of the family fortune. He’s kind and loving to our teenage daughter, Julie, even though he hasn’t lived with her for many years prior to my taking him back. You see, I divorced him more than a dozen years ago. 

As for our second go-round? 

I guess you could say, we became a nice little family unit again. A forty-something mother who still has her looks (that is, until my accident), a smart and equally lovely daughter who excels at junior high, and a dad who, at times, makes decent if not great money with the mystery novels he writes. I suppose I should also include our pet rescue chihuahua, Nemo (who has really bad breath because of bad teeth, but that’s another story).

For a year or so, I was over the moon when I decided to take Stan back. He still has rugged good looks even if he was slightly shorter than me. But he keeps himself fit with daily jogs and weightroom routines, plus he looks good in his daily uniform of Levis jeans, combat boots, and black T-shirt (he’s always using his brain, so he doesn’t need the burden of figuring out what to wear every day, or so he states). 

Oh, and if I don’t mind saying so, the sex has been, well, outstanding. Or should I say, it was great at first anyway. We went at one another like pent-up teenagers whose hormones were raging. We live in a nice, ranch home my daddy bought for me soon after our divorce. It’s located in a nice neighborhood with nice, keep-to-themselves neighbors. We enjoy nice vehicles—a Range Rover for me and a Jeep Wrangler for the writer.  

To be honest, up until the accident, when I looked in the mirror every morning, I smiled at myself. I looked into my big brown eyes, and bid myself a genuine, “Good morning, Loraine. Today is your lucky day.” For a long time, I felt as though my heart and soul became healed now that Stanly was back home again after twelve years of loneliness. 

So then, why have things changed so suddenly? 

Why have I become so unhappy again? 

It’s a mystery now, isn’t it? 

But back to my face. 

They tell me I’ll be able to see it for the first time in six months in just a matter of hours or even minutes. Since that time, I’ve been spending my days and nights mostly lying in a hospital bed, blind as a bat due to the bandages that cover my eyes. My family has been coming to visit me almost every day. Even Nemo has come by. But he acts strangely toward me since he can’t see my face. He knows it’s me, but he doesn’t cuddle up to me anymore like the accident caused me to become something he doesn’t know quite how to comprehend.  

Now is probably a good time to tell you how the accident happened. Like I told you, after feeling so good for so long after Stanly’s return, I started to feel a deep emptiness inside. I’m not entirely sure how to explain it, but my girlfriends at the Metabolic Meltdown gym kept pointing their fingers at Stanly. 

“He’s too into his work,” one of them would say. A short blonde who was married to a doctor who gladly paid for a boob job. 

“You can do better than, Stanly,” another friend would add. She was a Korean American whose marriage was already breaking up even though they still lived together and slept with other people. 

“You should at least see a marriage counselor,” one of my fellow trainees said. A cop by the name of Joe who works for the APD. That is the Albany Police Department.  

I recall him placing his hand on my back and rubbing it up and down. I was well aware that Joe had the hots for me. He was a good-looking, very in-shape cop with a very good job, a good future (if he could keep from getting killed), and an awesome pension that kicked in when he turned fifty-four, which was just around the corner. 

He used to tell me how much fun it would be if we could tour Europe together for half a year. Then, we could maybe buy a ski house up north. 

“Your daughter would love it, Lorraine,” he said. “She does ski, I hope.” 

“She participates in the ski club at school,” I said. “You’re right. She would love it.” 

“I would give you both my undivided attention,” he said, as I followed him out to his car on a warm fall night just as the sun was falling in the west. “Not like the writer man you took back. Now, I realize it’s none of my business, but if you ask me, all Stanly cares about is his writing and his career. He doesn’t give a shit about his girls.”

“Stanly’s a good man,” I said, half-heartedly. “It’s just that...”

For some reason, my sentence cut off on its own, like my brain wouldn’t allow me to say what I was about to say to Joe the cop. He did something then that took me by complete surprise. He stood before me and took hold of both my arms. 

“You just think what, Lorraine?” he begged. “Come on now, use your words.” 

“It’s just that it’s over between
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