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The grace of God amazes me.  It is so utterly perfect and wise and powerful that it holds my life still in its power no matter how many years pass or how many times I stumble.  That is not to say that I always enjoy the benefit of that grace.  On the contrary, in pride I have at times resisted it.  In small-minded selfishness, I have at times rejected it.  In moments of fear, I have at times missed out on what grace means for me and the hope it gives me for today, tomorrow, and forever. 

I have learned that whenever my eyes are focused on my strengths, my accomplishments, and my agenda, it is not long before I am overwhelmed by my weaknesses, my failures, and my regrets.  

But the work of God in Jesus, His Son, is the trump card for all the predicaments in which I can possibly find myself.  It is the final say when the world screams at me that I am not worthy or when the spiritual enemy of our souls, the devil, whispers in my ear that I am done.

Grace saved me.  Grace keeps me.  Grace upholds me.  Grace transforms me.  Grace leads me.  Thank you, Jesus, for Your amazing grace.

––––––––
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For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV
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Some of these poems are fun.  Some are intended to make one think.  And some are solely meant to inspire you and urge you towards the throne of grace.  Please read and enjoy.  But more than that, look on the face of grace.  Look on the face of Jesus.
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A thousand things may come to mind

When one’s calling he seeks to find.

Riches, pleasure, fame and power

May bloom like a fading flower.

Yet their promise fades in the end

Or turns away like a false friend.

So sense of purpose has been lost

And to dark despair hopes are tossed.

But piercing clouds of doubt and fear,

The light of Jesus’ love shines clear.

We cry aloud to Him Who gave

His life for us so He could save

Us for His purposes and plans.

Our Blessed Savior understands

The strife and pain we suffer through

And helps us know what we must do.

He is the Goal for which we reach;

To our souls He’s the Song we teach;

The Living Water our hearts crave;

The Reason that this life we brave.

The rest of life falls into place,

When we believe we’re led by grace.
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A Lasting Joy That Will Not Dim
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One often likes to think that when

He or she becomes born again,

Life’s road turns smooth and runs straight through

Flow’ring glens alive with dazzling hue,

Glorious vistas, soft sod to trod

That lead us in our walk with God

Ever closer to see His face,

Feel His love and His warm embrace.

Yet, though such glens of joyful peace

Indeed occur, they so quickly cease

In order to work deeper still

The workings of God’s perfect will.

Not all storms come as pounding rain

That beat upon the window pane

Or mighty winds that whirling by

Bring grim destruction from the sky. 

God knows in hearts there lurk such things

That flow from selfish ponderings: 

Poisonings of our fallen state

Like pride and envy, lust and hate.

Such seeds of death must be undone

So deeper bliss for us is won.

For with such things we’ll never be

Made wholly new, set truly free. 

Trials and troubles are therefore sent

So trust in self be entirely spent

And faith and love be taught to grow

And from our hearts be loosed to flow.

Hearts that yield within the storm

Are hearts that God Himself will warm.

So in the dark, though unclear the way,

Allow Christ’s cross o’er you to sway.

Curse not the advent of the pain

That is the path to greater gain.

Trust the Father Who guides you through

And brings new joy and hope to you.

He is faithful, the God Who gives

You His Spirit that in you lives

To grant you greater life in Him,

A lasting joy that will not dim. 
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