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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you to develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in La haine, as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the film for the first time and also during your revision.

A mix of French and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures that you’ll need for your essay, while also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.

The following features have been used throughout this guide to help build your language skills and focus your understanding of the film.
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Activity

Various types of activities are found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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Build critical skills

These offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the film to explore why the director has used particular techniques and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.
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Answers

Answers to every activity, task and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers
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les émeutes (f) riots

For every paragraph in French, key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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TASK

Short tasks are included throughout the book to test your knowledge of the film. These require short written answers.
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GRADE BOOSTER

These top tips will advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Key quotation

Key quotations are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay. Further quotations can be found in the ‘Top ten quotations’ chapter on page 93 of the guide.

Un arabe dans un commissariat il ne tient pas plus d’une heure.

(Saïd)
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1 Synopsis

Set on the outskirts of Paris and shot in black and white, La haine focuses on one day in the life of three young men, Vinz, Saïd and Hubert, who live in la cité des Muguets, a rundown and problematic estate.


•  Vinz is Jewish and lives with his mother, sister and grandmother in a very small flat. He is a rather aggressive young man who wants to rebel against society.

•  Hubert is of black African origin. He lives with his sister and mother. His brother, as we learn later, is in prison. Hubert is a boxer and appears to be the calmest, most down-to-earth of the three. He realises that life on the estate is no good and wants to escape for a better life.

•  Saïd is of North African origin and is the joker of the three. He appears to be the peacemaker between the other two impetuous characters. In contrast to Hubert and Vinz, who feel they are misfits, Saïd is more resigned to his life on the estate and tries to get on with it.



We meet the three characters in the aftermath of riots that took place on the estate the night before, following the assault by the police of one of their friends, Abdel. The death of the young Abdel later in the film refers to real events that happened in France. Mathieu Kassovitz, the film director, was inspired by the tragic death of a young man from Zaire who was killed by a police officer while in custody.

Rumour has it that a gun has been lost during the riots and we soon learn that Vinz has found it. He keeps this a secret for a while but finally tells his friends that he intends to use the weapon to kill a police officer to avenge the death of his friend Abdel. The gun is very important to Vinz as he begins to assert his power. From this point in the film, now that we know his intentions, the tension escalates. On several occasions, Vinz gets the gun out but he is stopped by Hubert, who disapproves of his behaviour. The two are in constant opposition. The tension mounts…
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Hubert, Saïd and Vinz are archetypes of the youths living on a typical estate on the edge of Paris, exposed to crime, violence and drugs. The estate doesn’t provide anything for these young people and they have no hope for the future. They don’t have a job, they don’t go to school and they see the police as their enemy. They are the victims of a broken and failing society and are affected by unemployment, racism, exclusion and despair. Life is tough for them on the estate; it is often the rule of the survival of the fittest that prevails. They live their lives stuck between the tower blocks, hanging out aimlessly with their friends, with no hope of anything better.

We also meet other characters on this estate: Darty, who earns money by black market dealing; Nordine, Saïd’s older brother, who appears to be the ‘boss’ on the estate — he is the only one who seems able to establish his authority over the younger ones; and Samir, the police officer who plays on both sides. Being from the estate, Samir understands the angry youths and, working for the police, he tries to reason with Vinz — the police are not against them but want to protect them.

The police are, however, seen as the enemy by the youths and we witness many violent altercations between the two groups. The youths show no respect for the police, who struggle to maintain order on the estate. A controversial scene shows two police officers physically and verbally assaulting Saïd and Hubert in a police station.

Whether on the estate or in Paris, the youths don’t seem to be able to find a purpose in their lives and often end up in tricky situations. Life is a constant battle and they are conditioned by their environment. There is no escape for these young people. This negative image of the youths from the estate is reinforced by the media.
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Build critical skills

Selon vous, pourquoi est-ce que le film s’appelle La haine?
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The film ends tragically with the death of Vinz, killed by a police officer. Hubert, to whom Vinz has finally handed over the gun, now gets it out and points it at the other police officer, Notre-Dame. A shot is heard but we don’t know who has died, Hubert or Notre-Dame. Ironically, it is Hubert who actually uses the gun despite having been against it throughout the film. The final camera shot on Saïd’s face is powerful and the film ends as it started:


C’est l’histoire d’une société qui tombe et qui pour se rassurer se dit, jusqu’ici tout va bien, jusqu’ici tout va bien. Ce n’est pas la chute qui compte, c’est l’atterrissage.
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TASK

Recherchez des informations sur Mathieu Kassovitz.
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2 Social and historical context

Les émeutes
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Mathieu Kassovitz s’est décidé à écrire ce film à la suite de la mort de Makomé M’Bowole, un jeune homme originaire du Zaïre, victime d’une bavure policière alors qu’il était en garde à vue. Malheureusement cette mort accidentelle n’était pas la seule — un bon nombre de ces bavures ont eu lieu en France dans les années 70 et 80. Les premières scènes du film retracent un autre épisode tragique de 1986, celui de la mort de Malik Oussekine, un jeune beur tué pendant une confrontation entre la police et des habitants d’une cité. De nombreuses scènes dans le film montrent cette tension entre la population des cités et la police.
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les émeutes (f) riots

une bavure a police slip-up

un(e) beur(ette) a person born in France whose parents or grandparents are immigrants from North Africa

les cités (f) housing estates
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Unrest in the working-class banlieue was a familiar phenomenon before La haine and Kassovitz shows this tension throughout his film. On many occasions we see clashes between the police and the youths from the estate, and in one famous scene two policemen sadistically molest Hubert and Saïd while a trainee officer watches on. La haine has often been depicted, despite Kassovitz’s denials, as being anti-police.
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une banlieue area around a large city, suburb
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From the early 1980s, violent confrontations between youths and the police took place in a number of suburbs surrounding France’s major cities and les cités became the main theme of newspaper and magazine articles. With headlines such as ‘Banlieue-ghetto’ or ‘Le Bronx à Paris’, these articles often compared the cités to American inner-city ghettos. One of the first urban riots, with youths fighting against the police and cars burning, took place in 1979 on a housing estate in Vaulx-en-Velin near Lyon. In 1981 there were further riots on other housing estates near Lyon and for the first time they attracted national media coverage. From that point on, riots and social unrest became a national challenge and priority in France.
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Build critical skills

Regardez les premières scènes du film. En quoi fournissent-elles un début efficace?
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L’immigration et le racisme
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Décolonisation et immigration de masse

Pendant les années 60 de nombreuses colonies françaises deviennent indépendantes et la France connait alors de grandes vagues d’immigration en provenance de ces pays. La Tunisie et le Maroc gagnent leur indépendance en 1956, et l’Algérie en 1962. Les migrants du Maghreb et surtout de l’Algérie sont les populations les plus nombreuses à venir s’installer en France, et principalement dans les banlieues. À ces populations s’ajoutent les pieds-noirs qui sont forcés après l’indépendance de l’Algérie d’émigrer en France. D’autres populations d’anciennes colonies et des territoires français d’outre-mer, en provenance des Caraïbes et d’Afrique entre autres, émigrent aussi vers le continent.

Croissance et saturation

À la fin des années 1970 on observe une nouvelle
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Les problèmes des banlieues
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Le verlan
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	Verlan
	Mot d’origine
	Signification en anglais



	un rebeu (re-beu)
	un beur
	a French person of arab origin



	un keum (k-eum)
	un mec
	slang word for ‘a guy’



	ouf (ou-f)
	fou
	crazy



	téma (té-ma)
	mater
	slang word for ‘to watch’



	un oinj (oin-j)
	un joint
	a joint



	chelou (che-lou)
	louche
	weird



	relou (re-lou)
	lourd
	not cool



	reuch (reu-ch)
	cher
	expensive



	vénère (ve-nere)
	énervé
	annoyed



	la zicmu (zic-mu)
	la musique
	music



	la teuf (teu-f)
	la fête
	party
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Activités


[image: ]


1  Associez les définitions aux mots suivants.





	

    1  Les Grands Ensembles


	

    a  période de prospérité après la Deuxième Guerre mondiale





	

    2  Les Trente Glorieuses


	

    b  logements à prix bas





	

    3  Les banlieues


	

    c  une façon de parler





	

    4  Les HLM


	

    d  un pays devient indépendant





	

    5  La génération beur


	

    e  endroit qui se trouve à la périphérie des grandes villes





	

    6  La décolonisation


	

    f  personnes qui sont originaires des pays d’Afrique du nord





	

    7  Les Maghrébins


	

    g  personnes qui sont les descendants d’immigrés du Maghreb et qui habitent en France





	

    8  Le verlan


	

    h  complexes d’habitation très vastes aux alentours des grandes villes







2  Remplissez le texte avec les mots de l’encadré et traduisez le texte en anglais.




    La haine raconte l’histoire de trois 1 ………. parisiens. Le film se passe dans une de ces 2 ………. construites dans les années 60. À l’époque la France avait besoin de 3 ………. pour accueillir les 4 ………. mais aussi pour répondre aux besoins d’une population 5 ………. d’après-guerre. 6 ………. ont en effet mené à une explosion 7 ………. et économique et la France a dû construire de 8 ………. ensembles 9 ………. . Très vite les 10 ………. et les cités voient le jour. Les logements sont alors très 11 ………. mais beaucoup critiquent ces cités d’être trop monotones et 12 ………..
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3  Choisissez les quatre phrases qui sont correctes en fonction du sens du texte.




    1  Les banlieues ne se sont développées qu’autour de Paris.

    2  La France a connu un flux migratoire important pendant les années 60.

    3  Les banlieues ont été construites pour accueillir les gens pauvres.

    4  Il était encore courant de voir des bidonvilles dans les années 60 en France.

    5  La France a souffert d’une crise économique dans les années 70.

    6  Le verlan a été inventé dans les cités.

    7  Avec le verlan les jeunes ont pu se créer une identité.

    8  La France a toujours bien accueilli ses immigrés.




4  Donnez trois facteurs importants qui ont mené à la construction des Grands Ensembles.

    Les Grands Ensembles ont été créés pour ……….

5  Donnez deux raisons pour lesquelles un bon nombre d’Algériens ont immigré en France.

    Les Algériens sont venus en France parce que ……….

6  Dans le film Vinz dit à Saïd :

    Tu veux être le prochain rebeu [arab] à te faire fumer [to be hit/killed] dans un commissariat?

    À quoi est-ce que Mathieu Kassovitz fait-il référence ici? Donnez au moins deux aspects.

    Il fait référence ……….




7  Résumez les raisons pour lesquelles les banlieues étaient attractives lors de leur construction. Servez-vous des points suivants.




    •  les bidonvilles

    •  les équipements modernes

    •  la proximité des grandes villes

    •  une communauté
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Contexte

1945–1973
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À partir de 1973
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Vocabulaire
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