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Science Art, or Sci Art for short, is a relatively modern form of art that focuses on presenting scientific methods and theories through visual or other artistic styles. Although this genre feels contemporary, its roots stretch back centuries—when scientists, often unable to visually express their ideas, enlisted artists and designers to create sketches of experiments or projects. These illustrations helped clarify complex concepts for readers of scientific books and publications.

Today, artists do more than just assist scientists in visualizing their work. They transform well-known scientific ideas into original, science-inspired artworks. This evolving practice is what we now call Science Art, or Sci Art.

Inspired by these fascinating creations—and fueled by my passion for writing both fiction and nonfiction—I decided to blend scientific and artistic fields to craft a story. This short story, Dreams of Africa, is the second installment in my series titled Sci Art Show. It is the product of that creative fusion, and I hope you enjoy it.
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Good evening to everyone still with us—and welcome back to the most prestigious dance competition in Africa.

Tonight, the final showdown of the African Dance Show: the Spiritual Dance Cup Super Final. The event is held in Gaborone, at the Cultural & Trade Center, a sleek, modern venue built just three years ago after the local group Skies of Kalahari won the competition with their jaw-dropping traditional performance.

Each year, Africa hosts three major dance cups—Traditional, Modern, and Spiritual—with qualifiers across the continent. The top 216 groups advance through quarterfinals, semifinals, and finally, the Super Final, where six teams compete for the championship.

Judges—twelve per group, never from the same province as the competitors—score performances on:

	Technique (40 pts)

	Showmanship (30 pts)

	Costume & Appearance (10 pts)

	Choreography (10 pts)

	Overall Impression (10 pts)


Tonight’s finalists each get twelve minutes to perform, blending traditional spiritual dance with modern twists. After all six teams compete, the judges deliberate while a guest performer takes the stage.

Then—the moment of truth. The judges announce their scores live, displayed on a holographic screen as the audience watches in tense anticipation. The team with the highest score wins the Spiritual Dance Cup.

The winning team will receive the prestigious Dreams of Africa trophy, medals, and cash prizes for each dancer. This year’s competition series carries the motto Dreams of Africa, reflecting its deeper purpose.

What sets this competition apart is that the winning team’s captain gets to choose a local community project to receive the substantial prize money—donated by generous sponsors.

The competition was created not only to celebrate African dance and music but also to invest in vital community resources such as educational, cultural, sports, or science centers.

For example, when Skies of Kalahari won five years ago, they chose to fund the construction of this very venue—the Cultural & Trade Center in Gaborone—which now hosts this event.

To ensure transparency, strict rules govern how prize money is spent, monitored by an international team of experts to prevent corruption.

Alongside the Spiritual Dance Cup, Gaborone is also hosting a multidisciplinary fair featuring science, arts, spirituality, sports, and economy. Exhibitors from across Africa showcase their work, and a share of the fair’s proceeds supports local artisans and ongoing community projects throughout the Kalahari Province.

With that, let’s turn to the super final. The first group to perform is the Zakazaka Butterflies from Zomba, Malawi Province. Tonight, they’ll present a vibrant fusion of traditional Zulu shaman dances, R&B, and modern breakdance.

Let’s see how they perform.

And here they are—the Zakazaka Butterflies dance team steps onto the stunning, colorfully illuminated holographic stage.

The dancers are dressed in traditional wraps adorned with beaded belts, carrying small Zulu drums. The female dancers wear vibrant chitenje wraps decorated with bright beads. All are barefoot, symbolizing their deep connection to the earth through dance.

Their performance begins slowly, forming a circle as the rhythmic beating of drums fills the air—soft at first, then growing louder—setting the mood for a special kind of shamanic, hypnotic dance.

After four minutes, the gentle drumbeats fade away. The dancers lower their drums, and the speakers come alive with "Aries," a hit by the renowned African R&B singer Chakatra from Mbabana.

The breakdance segment bursts forth with energy. The dancers seem to defy gravity, flying across the stage with fluid, dynamic moves. The vibrant holographic visuals amplify the rhythm and intensity of their performance, creating a dazzling spectacle.

As the music winds down, the dance slows, mirroring its quiet beginning. A fantastic performance from the team representing Malawi. Let’s hope the judges agree.

With 11 minutes and 12 seconds of this opening act behind us, another team will soon take the stage.

The next team to grace the super final stage hails from the beautiful city of Marrakesh, in the Atlas Province. Appropriately named, they are the Atlas Spirit.

Led by their captain Karim, this young team presents a captivating fusion of traditional and spiritual trance dance, featuring rhythmic movements and call-and-response chanting. Their performance prominently includes the guembri—a bass lute—and metal castanets known as krakebs. Adding a modern twist, instead of the usual chanting, the team incorporates local Moroccan hip hop vocals.

The dance begins, captivating the audience. Their costumes are predominantly red with distinct Berber influences. As the krakebs echo softly through the hall, a young man named Ahmed, alongside Karim, delivers a hip hop cover of a popular song by a local group from Rabat.

After nine electrifying minutes, the performance concludes.

Spectators are treated to a vibrant explosion of traditional and modern musical styles, enhanced by the dazzling colors and special effects of the large holographic stage in Gaborone.

And the competition is just getting started. Two teams have performed, and four more await.

Next up was Spirit of Adowa from the Gold Coast Province. They presented a traditional Akan dance, typically performed at ceremonies, characterized by graceful hand and foot movements that express respect and storytelling. Their routine was uniquely blended with reggae—a genre deeply loved in this region of West Africa.

Following them came the young yet remarkably creative Chari Mystics, named after the Chari River, a vital life source and spiritual symbol in Chad. They performed the Toubou Dance, known for its desert rituals that connect local people with ancestral spirits and nature. Their performance featured rhythmic stamping, chanting, and symbolic movements.

And now, the moment we’ve all been waiting for—the two best teams of the evening, at least according to the predictions of experts and guests here in the hall and watching the show tonight.

The first of the two comes from Nairobi, the capital of Victoria Province.

Amina, leader of the group Bahari Beats (Bahari means “sea” in Swahili), hails from the coastal region of Kenya. Tonight, they present a captivating blend of Kambaata (also known as Chakacha), a traditional Swahili dance distinguished by sensuous hip movements and graceful hand gestures. Their performance is accompanied by traditional taarab music, which beautifully fuses African, Arab, and Indian influences.

By the way, in Swahili, the name Amina means “trustworthy” or “faithful.”

The dance begins with a graceful elegance reminiscent of the slow, refined movements of Japanese Geishas, as seen during the rehearsals over the past two days.

Amina has chosen to keep this performance purely traditional, with no modern elements added.

From the judges’ and audience’s reactions, it’s clear that after eight minutes, the team has delivered a flawless performance—exactly as planned and true to Amina’s vision.

Now, the final team of today’s grand show, widely regarded as the strongest contender for this year’s Spiritual Dance Cup and the coveted Dreams of Africa trophy, comes from Harare, the capital of Zambezi Province.

The group Echoes of Zimbabwe will perform an intriguing fusion of two traditional, yet contrasting, local dances.

Their first piece is the Mbira, a spiritual dance characterized by subtle, rhythmic movements that mirror the melodic patterns of the mbira—the sacred thumb piano that lends the dance its name.

Following this, the performance shifts dramatically to its complete opposite: the Mbende, an energetic, fast-paced dance featuring intricate footwork and hip movements. This dance is recognized by UNESCO as one of Zimbabwe’s most iconic traditional dances.

Let’s see how the team presents this complex and captivating performance. The captain, Simba, comes from a small village on the Zambezi River, which borders the Upper Zambia District.

A fun fact: Simba, which is a common male, and not female name in Zimbabwe, means “strength” or raw power.

We hope the team is nearly ready, as seven minutes have already passed since the break and preparations for their performance. The judges may not look kindly on this unexplained delay.

Meanwhile, the show’s hosts, Palesa and Neo, are trying to keep the audience entertained with stories about the competition, as they too are puzzled by the unexpected hold-up. The crowd—many of whom are enthusiastic fans of the team—is visibly restless, as are the judges. And here in the TV studio, the two of us reporters are growing increasingly concerned.

Thirteen minutes have now passed, and it seems the judges may be preparing to announce the disqualification of the Harare team, as no valid reason has yet been given for their failure to appear on stage.

Just as the judges were deliberating on how to proceed with this unusual situation, a young woman from the Echoes of Zimbabwe team stepped onto the stage. Taking the microphone, she addressed the audience and judges:

"Dear viewers, dear judges, unfortunately, our team is unable to perform today due to an injury sustained by our captain, Simba, who is unable to dance.

This morning, Simba felt some pain in her right leg. After consulting with our sports doctor and coach, we discovered she has a serious ankle sprain that happened during our final rehearsal yesterday afternoon. I sincerely apologize to everyone here in the hall and watching at home. We hope
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