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  Foreword



Welcome to the World of GKP’s Mystery Series
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Dear Reader,




Welcome to Grant Kelly Publications’ Mystery Series, where cryptic clues, unsolved cases, and strange history await! We’re thrilled to have you join us as we explore some of the most perplexing enigmas from around the globe. There’s something endlessly compelling about real-life mysteries… those strange stories that refuse to give up all their secrets.




At GKP, we’re passionate about crafting stories that ignite your curiosity and immerse you in the unknown. Each book in this series blends careful historical research with narrative drive to bring these mysteries to life on the page.




Thank you for embarking on this journey with us. If you enjoy this volume, we’d greatly appreciate it if you could leave a review. Your feedback helps us grow, inspires others to discover these stories, and ensures we can continue exploring the world’s most intriguing real-world mysteries together.




Happy reading,




The GKP Team







  Preface



Welcome to the Third Volume of GKP Mystery Series 2 

Illustrated Editions
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This special edition brings together four fascinating stories from the GKP Mystery Series, now enhanced with atmospheric illustrations that enrich the reading experience. Each story remains true to its original form but is now paired with striking visuals designed to pull you deeper into the mystery. Whether you’ve read these tales before or are discovering them for the first time, this illustrated collection offers a fresh and immersive way to experience these real-world enigmas.




At GKP, we aim to captivate mystery lovers of every kind. Some readers enjoy quick, powerful reads; others treasure collectible editions that draw them deeper into the intrigue. This illustrated collection offers both, pairing concise, punchy storytelling with artwork that magnifies the fascination of each case.




In this volume, you’ll explore four legendary mysteries: Madness of the Dance, the strange dancing plague that gripped medieval Europe; The Phaistos Disc, a mysterious artifact covered in undeciphered symbols; Whisper from the Cosmos, a puzzling astronomical signal that sparked theories across the globe; and Zodiac’s Shadow, an infamous killer whose identity remains one of true crime’s greatest puzzles.




Each story blends fact, theory, and curiosity to create an experience that will keep you hooked from start to finish. The accompanying illustrations invite you deeper, capturing the intrigue and atmosphere of each mystery.
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This Illustrated Edition marks an exciting expansion for the Mystery Series as we explore new ways to share these stories. With more illustrated volumes, audiobooks, and other special editions on the horizon, we’re committed to delivering captivating mysteries you’ll want to collect and revisit.




Thank you for joining us on this adventure. Whether you’re a long-time GKP reader or new to our mysteries, we hope this volume leaves you eager for more.






I

Madness of the Dance

Series 2 - Book 9
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  Dancing in the Streets of Strasbourg

  
  




It was the height of summer in 1518, and the medieval city of Strasbourg, nestled on the banks of the Rhine River, was alive with the daily hustle of merchants, farmers, and craftsmen. The warm air was thick with the smell of bread baking in ovens and the sounds of horses clattering on cobblestones. Life in this bustling city, part of the Holy Roman Empire, was difficult but predictable.




That is, until a strange and inexplicable phenomenon took hold of its citizens.




It began with one woman. Frau Troffea, as she is now known in the annals of history, walked out into the streets one day and began to dance. At first, it seemed as though she was merely entertaining herself, swaying to some silent rhythm, her feet tapping lightly on the cobblestones. But as the minutes turned into hours, it became clear that something was wrong. She wasn’t stopping.
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She danced until her feet were blistered and bleeding, her body exhausted from the relentless movement. And still, she didn’t stop.




What started as a bizarre spectacle soon spiraled into something much more unsettling. Within days, others had joined her, as if caught in some terrible spell. Dozens of people began to dance uncontrollably, their bodies moving as though possessed. The city’s streets became a stage for a horrific, frenzied dance that no one could explain or escape.




The authorities were baffled, the clergy alarmed, and the townspeople terrified. As the days wore on, the dancing only grew more frantic, spreading like a contagion. What had started with one woman soon became a mass affliction, with hundreds of citizens falling into the grip of this strange and deadly compulsion.




The Dancing Plague of 1518 had begun.
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  The Madness Spreads

  
  




The scene in Strasbourg quickly turned into something out of a nightmare. As more and more people succumbed to the strange dancing compulsion, the city’s streets were filled with the eerie sight of men, women, and children moving frantically, their bodies twisting and jerking in unnatural ways. Some were laughing hysterically, others cried out in agony, and many simply collapsed from sheer exhaustion, only to rise again and resume their dance.




The madness spread through the city with frightening speed. By the end of the first week, dozens of people had joined in, and by the second week, the number had swelled to several hundred. The dancers were everywhere, on street corners, in market squares, even in the city’s churchyards. Their feet were raw and bloody, their bodies drenched in sweat, and yet they could not stop.




At first, the townspeople were confused and horrified. How could so many people, seemingly healthy and normal, suddenly fall into such a bizarre and uncontrollable state? Was it the work of the devil, as some believed? A divine punishment for their sins? Or was it something else entirely, some strange new disease that had gripped their city?
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Theories began to circulate, but none could fully explain what was happening. All that was clear was that the Dancing Plague was growing more dangerous by the day. As the weeks wore on, the dancers began to die. Some succumbed to heart attacks, others to strokes, and many more simply collapsed from sheer exhaustion, their bodies unable to withstand the relentless movement.




Despite the growing death toll, the dancing continued. It seemed as though nothing could stop the madness.
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