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God’s Chosen Vessels

“In the result of a sacramental life, Christ’s uncreated life and energy become the property of the man who is united with Him, and in whose person Christ himself lives and operates”.
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“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them”.

Ephesians 2:8-10, RSV2CE.

We certainly live in a complex world. A world in which living with righteousness and striving daily to follow the will of God for our lives is becoming a rarity in our societies.

A world that circles around us like a hawk looking for his prey with twisted laws that promote immorality and injustice, and in which God is a non-existent reality in an ever growing secular and atheistic group on nations. Is there an escape from this way of life? Can we attain salvation, redemption, atonement with our saviour Jesus Christ somehow? In this world? With Satan on our tracks 24/7, and with our relentless fallen nature?

Not by our own means, no, it is not possible to escape. 

However, by the grace of God, and His loving compassion, there is a possibility to escape if we become available to His love by searching the spirit of Christ in ourselves. And if we do, and if we find it, we may become vessels chosen by God to serve Him in this earth. This is our way out. There is no other. 

In this short essay we will explore into the obstacles we will certainly find if we aim to achieve liberation from this world and will find some suggestions on how to take advantage of the priceless divine help that we have received through the mercy of our Father in heaven that sent us His son to this earth to redeem us and destroy our slavery to sin.

To release ourselves from our own captivity, is an enormous but not impossible task, that can only be achieved in the company and with the counseling guide of Jesus Christ, that once He reunited back again with His Father in heaven, sent us a new counsellor and guide, the Holy Spirit to walk us in His name towards a new life in the spirit and in His company that will never end. 
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“ I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. So, with us, when we were children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of the universe. But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So, through God you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then an heir. 

Galatians, 4:1-7, RSV2CE.

There are three heavens hovering over our human lives (Deuteronomy 10:14; 2 Corinthians 12:1-4, KJV)

The first heaven is the atmospheric phenomena gravitating over our planet through its four fundamental elements: earth, water, air, and fire, which are different types of energy in constant flux and interacting with each other that certainly are sending us messages from above.

In many pagan traditions around the world, spirits of nature, have been used in invocation rituals for witchcraft and alchemy, and for magical purposes. 

In the Acts of the Apostles we find an episode in which the apostle Paul had to confront a natural spirit, in Acts 16:16-19, Saint Luke wrote: “Paul expelled a spirit of divination from a slave girl that used it to bring her owners much gain by soothsaying, and when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, [because the spirit was no more within the girl] they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers”(RSV2CE).

The second heaven is the stellar phenomena with its planets, suns, solar systems, and galaxies. And our current science has explored it through instruments that are mere extensions of our five inaccurate senses of perception.

On this subject, Jesus while rebuking the Pharisees and the Sadducees that wanted to tempt Him asking for a sign of His divinity, referred His explanation to the second heaven and their blindness regarding everything that is coming from the third heaven such as His own coming into this world: “ And it happened that the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven. He answered them, ‘When it is evening, you say, It will be fair weather; for the sky is red.’ And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of Jonah.’ So, he left them and departed”(Matthew, 16: 1-4, RSV2CE).

Also, in Galatians 4:8-11, Paul reproves the Galatians as well by their inability to look higher from the second heaven towards the third heaven when he wrote: “Formerly, when you did not know God, you were in bondage to beings that by nature are no gods; but now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly elemental spirits, whose slaves you want to be once more? You observe days, and months, and seasons, and years! I am afraid I have labored over you in vain”(RSV2CE).

On studying everything that has to do with this second heaven, our scientists have decided to contemplate it [along with our own world, and its first heaven] through a materialistic worldview reducing it to what is most familiar to them, and [only] through their [endless] reasoning. Certainly, their reductionism cannot be based on science. (Lorda, 2021). To the scientists all there is in the universe is matter, and there is no spirit around at all. No Creator whatsoever. There was nothing there previous to the big bang, and nobody at all. How typic of an atheistic and secular discipline!

The third heaven is where God dwells.

The Christ came down to earth from the third heaven, and from that moment the law, and all the natural spirits attributable to the first two heavens were cancelled. It was the time, and God's plan came in effect so that finally His spirit could redeem matter.

The phenomena attributable to the first two heavens can be seen and understood with our human intellect and our five senses.

But none of the manifestations of the third heaven can be seen with our five senses or understood with our reason. The Christian worldview is not based directly on [human] experience, [it is a religious worldview], and, as it stands, is based on divine revelation, being the gateway to this worldview, our faith in the risen Christ (Juan Luis Lorda, 2021. The four current worldviews, unav.edu). Accordingly, with the Christ living through the holy spirit of God that cannot be seen, thus began the era of Faith.

That is why our dark world was convulsed with the arrival of Christ on earth.

On top of this fact, there has been in some religious traditions’ incredulity about the disobedience of Adam and Eve and their expulsion from the earthly Paradise, and its consequences for the human race.

However, it is disconcerting to find ourselves with a humanity whose fallen nature constantly pushes it to sin, and if its members are not guilty by their ancestry of a sin committed, they are consubstantial with a sin contracted. How else can we explain our inherent disposition to do evil, to fight with each other, and to our current selfishness and lack of love in this world? 

If what caused the fall of Adam and Eve, that fell into Satan’s trap, - in addition to their pride and lack of humility for disobeying God's command - was the attraction of the knowledge of good and evil represented by the eating of the forbidden apple of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, we find that coincidently our human science emphatically denies through human reasoning [knowledge of good and evil] the existence of God.

Thus, in this way, the plan of the Evil One continues to work in the mind of a society that is increasingly atheistic and secular, and more attached to the flesh and its deadly traps. Unfortunately, in this way, the path of the human being towards his definitive restitution and his vital encounter with his still inherent and expectant divinity is constantly being diverted by Satan, the adversary of God who caused the fall of the human race in a world where the flesh and not the spirit dominate almost all the scenes of the human family. 

What exactly, is constantly opposing our deliverance from evil?

Three dark forces: our world, the Prince of this world and his sons, and our Fallen nature.
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“Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made; and it was ordained by angels through an intermediary. Now an intermediary implies more than one; but God is one. Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not, for if a law had been given which could make alive, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. But the Scripture consigned all things to sin, that what was promised to faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. Now before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under restraint until faith should be revealed. So that the law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian;  for in Christ Jesus, you are all sons of God, through faith.”

Galatians, 3:19-24, RSV2CE.

After the fall of Adam and Eve, the earth was cursed, and our world as a fallen realm was filled with humanity’s violence and corruption, and after some time God flooded the earth to punish its sinning population, and made a covenant with Noah, the only just and righteous man that still had a fellowship with God. However, our creator before the progressive and unstoppable moral degradation of the offspring of Adam and Eve, even after the covenant he made with the prophet Noah, made a second covenant with
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