
​Spanish Learning for Adults

Spanish grammar and Spanish phrase book for beginners. Learn Spanish with easy stories in one week. Textbook and workbook with step-by step exercises.

by

Erika Delgado Martinez


Table of Contents

Title Page

Spanish Learning for Adults: Spanish Grammar and Spanish Phrase Book for Beginners. Learn Spanish With Easy Stories in One Week. Textbook and Workbook With Step-by Step Exercises.

Receive a free packing list

Why the best time to learn Spanish is now

1. Day: People and Greetings

2. Day: Conjugation of verbes

3. Day: At the airport and on the plane from A to Z

4. Day: From customs (airport) to hotel

5. Day: Repetition

6. Day: In the hotel and general questions

7. Day: At the restaurant

8. Day: Hobbies

9. Day: More practical exercises - you've done it!

How do you like this book?

Your free gift

Copyright

No hay secretos para el éxito. Éste se alcanza preparándose, trabajando arduamente y aprendiendo del fracaso.

- Colin Powell

(There are no secrets to success. You reach it by preparing yourself, working hard, and learning from failures.)
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Let’s head to a new country in order to learn Spanish. Never forget anything important ever again and don’t waste unnecessary time with packing. Rather read more good tips about your destination! Click here and download the free packing list along with a sample of the Thailand travel guide of a partner author.
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Yes, I want my free packing list and the Thailand travel highlights (click here)
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Why the best time to learn Spanish is now
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Spanish is a very popular language at the moment. This is partly because it is a lively language with a beautiful sound. Even the most boring sentence in English comes across much more emotional and fierier in Spanish. On the other hand, globalization has given the Spanish people a new self-confidence in their language, and Spanish is becoming an increasingly important language in the business world. 

It's great that you're one of those people who are jumping on the bandwagon. You leave a good impression if you can have simple conversations in Spanish when you are on holiday in a Spanish speaking country, even if it would still be possible to use English.

If you travel to South America, you should at least be able to use everyday vocabulary in Spanish because in those countries English is still in its infancy. The locals will be grateful to you if you try to speak Spanish with them. They are happy that you are making an effort and have a lot of patience with you if you need a moment to remember a word. In addition, it is a good icebreaker to get in touch with locals when you ask them for small translations (e.g. ¿Qué es esto en español? = What is this in Spanish?). People always enjoy sharing their own culture.

Therefore, don't be shy, the more you give the Spanish language a chance, the faster you will go from beginner to a “fluent Spanish speaker”. This is without spending a single hour at school because Spanish is perfect for self-study, as it has a relatively regular structure.

Well then, let’s dive into the adventure.

About the authors of this book

We are a team of Spanish teachers who love to travel and explore the world. We think it is important that people can discover the joy of Spanish and learn Spanish, even if it didn't work out at school or there was no option to learn it.
We will give you the best study tips from years of experience, simply explained grammar, and practical exercises that are fun. 

You should be ready for your holiday in a Spanish speaking region in just 9 days.

7 Tips for Learning Vocabulary

Unfortunately, when you study a language, you can't bypass learning the vocabulary from that language by heart. 

If you haven't attended school for a while, you might not really know how to study anymore. Just like driving a car or baking a perfect cake, learning vocabulary is a technique you have to get the hang of. After that, it becomes easy. Here are our seven recommendations to make learning vocabulary work faster.

1. Learn casually

Write a few words you want to learn on a post-it. Stick the note somewhere where you are often and have time to look at the words briefly and memorize them (e.g. next to the toilet or at the bedside table).

2. Work with card boxes

Cut cards of approx. 3x4 cm. On one side you write the English word and on the other side the Spanish word. You can take the cards anywhere and repeat the words during a short break, on the bus, or in the park. If you feel safe with a word, you can throw the card away. That feels liberating.

3. Use learning apps

While working with this book, we recommend that you work with Quizlet at the same time. This is a free app. You can look for Quizlet in the Play Store or iStore. It is ideal for storing sentences and words you want to learn and even generates entertaining puzzles and games with your words. Welcome to the digital age, studying is fun!

4. Watch a series or movie in Spanish

In the beginning you can do this with subtitles and even if you still understand very little, this is the best way to get used to a realistic speaking speed. If you watch Spanish movies more often, you will make progress much faster than if you only work with text.

5. Read in Spanish

Reading will help you, especially if you are a visual person. Therefore, read your favorite book in Spanish or buy an Easy Reader to get started.

6. Study in intervals

It is better to practice fifteen minutes every day than three hours once a week. You may even make it to twenty minutes a day and this twice. Then, the motivation will stay high, and you will make progress quickly.

7. Repeat what you have learned to keep the vocabulary active

To do this, we recommend that you download the Duolingo app or Babel app after finishing this book. You can also use it for free on all smartphones. With Duolingo you can repeat the learned vocabulary in a playful way while Babel concentrates on grammar as well. 10 minutes a day is enough to become an advanced learner in a few weeks.
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1. Day: People and Greetings
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Double click on the pictures in this e-book to enlarge them!

*LL is pronounced as y:  she ⇨ eya

In Spanish there are different sentences to greet someone. The most simple is ”¡Hola!”

In Spanish, question and exclamation marks are placed at the beginning and end of the respective sentence. At the beginning, however, they are flipped upside down.

More greetings could be:

Hola, ¿qué tal? =  Hello, how are you?

Hola, ¿Cómo está?  =  Hello, how are you?

¡Buenos días! =  Good day!

¡Buenas tardes! =  Good day! (In the afternoon)

Possible answers are:


-  Bien, ¿y tú? (Good and you?)

-  Bien, ¿y usted? (Good and you? (polite form))

-  No tan bien. (Not so good.)



Then, you would probably ask:


-  Oh, ¿que tienes? (Oh, what is it?)

-  Oh, ¿qué está mal? (Oh, what is bad?)



You could say:

- Me duele el estómago. (My stomach hurts.)

- Me duele la cabeza. (My head hurts.)

- Estoy nostálgico. (I am homesick.)


- El tiempo es tan frio. (The weather is so cold.)

- Estoy cansada. (I am tired.)



To ask for someone’s name you say:

¿Como te llamas?

You answer: Me llamo Sonja. / Mi nombre es Sonja. 

To form simple sentences, you also need the irregular verbs, to have, to be, and to go. Note that in Spanish you don't have to put a person before the verbs. The verb alone already contains the person.

Tener = have = haber (auxiliary verb in perfect)

[image: image]
Or:

he (I have), has (you have), ha (he/she has), hemos (we have), habéis (you have), han (they have)

––––––––
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ser (if something has a long duration or is forever) = to be = estar (if something is of short duration)
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Exercise: Write a short welcoming dialogue
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Cuento: Mariana en el patio de recreo

Una mañana, la pequeña Mariana preguntó a su madre si podía ir a jugar en el patio de recreo. 

(One morning, little Mariana asked her mother if she could go play on the playground).

"Es una buena idea," su madre dijo. Entonces, empacaron una bolsa con algunos bocadillos. La niña se puso su chaqueta azul y dio un beso a su madre. 

(„That’s a good idea“, said her mother. Then, they packed a bag with a few snacks. The little girl put on her blue jacket and gave her mother a kiss.)

“Recuerda, no hables con extraños”, le advirtió su madre. “No te preocupes, mamá”, dijo Mariana, “tendré cuidado”.

(„Remember, don’t talk to strangers“, said her mother. „Don’t worry, mama”, said Mariana, „I will be careful.“)

Pero cuando la pequeña Mariana llegó al patio de recreo, un niño ya estaba jugando en los columpios. Por un tiempo, Mariana lo ignoró y jugó con la arena. 

(But when Mariana reached the playground, a boy was already playing on the swings. For a while, Mariana ignored him and played with the sand instead.)

––––––––
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En algún momento ella tuvo hambre y abrió su bolsa para sacar una galleta. El niño saltó del columpio y corrió hacia ella. 

(At some
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