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Since the dawn of time, mankind has debated, researched, pondered, disputed, and agonised over the subjects of meaning and purpose.

Mankind has found a number of options to answer these questions. These are:

World Religions; Revelations; Philosophical Doubts; Philosophical Uncertainty, Agnosticism and Atheism.

Judaism, Islam, Mormonism and Christianity stand out in that they claim to have been initiated by divine revelation, not by man.

For a start let’s look at Atheism and the other options. We will explore the philosophy and beliefs of Atheism and the science used to justify those beliefs. We will apply the Scientific Method to Evolution and see how well it comes out.

Atheism

An Atheist is someone who disbelieves or denies the existence of God or gods. It is a philosophical choice. It is a set of beliefs. Many Atheists believe that the Scientific Method and rational thought can provide the answers to the questions of existence and purpose. Many Atheists believe in the Theory of Evolution and the theory of The Big Bang. [Emphasis mine].

So, we see that Atheism is something that is believed, and it is a philosophical choice based on those beliefs.

The alternatives:

A. World Religions 

(I have put a detailed description of most of these in the Appendix)

Religion is a belief in and reverence for a supernatural power or powers regarded as creator and governor of the universe.

Religion, by definition, is man in search of God, god or gods, man's way. Because it is man's way it is doomed to fail, since if there is a God or god that being can only be known their way and only if they choose to reveal themselves.

A form of religious “worship” can be extended to sport, possessions, and people to name but a few.

Religion is evidence that man is naturally inclined to believe and worship. Even Atheism is a belief system, belief that there is no God. 
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B. Revelations (or so claimed)

Mormonism

Mormons believe in the Book of Mormon, which is said to have been given by Jesus Christ to their founder, Joseph Smith. They believe in a lost tribe of Israel, which settled in America.

Mormons believe that Joseph Smith is the prophet through whom the Gospel of Jesus Christ was restored to earth, in these the last days.

Where Mormons have a problem is that their claims and The Book of Mormon are not supported by historical or archaeological evidence.

Islam

Muslims believe in the first five Books of the Bible and that Muhammad was the Prophet of their God, Allah. Many also believe that Jesus was a prophet.

All that is required is to believe and recite the Shahada: "There is no God but God, and Muhammad is his Prophet."

For a Muslim, the object of life is to live in a way that is pleasing to Allah so that one may gain Paradise. It is believed that at puberty, an account of each person's deeds is opened, and this will be used at the Day of Judgment to determine his eternal fate.

Like Christianity, Islam teaches the continued existence of the soul and a transformed physical existence after death. They believe in a day of judgment when humanity will be divided between the eternal destinations of Paradise and Hell.

Islam acknowledges Jesus as a prophet but disregards His teaching. Jesus taught that faith in Him was the only way to know God. Muslims do not believe this.

Judaism

The Jews believe they are the inheritors of the Promise given to their ancestor Abraham by a God called “I AM that I AM”. This is the same God worshipped by Christians.

Unlike Christianity and Islam, Judaism has no official creed or universal doctrinal requirements for membership. Good deeds and the Mitzvot, (613 commandments contained in the Torah or Five Books of Moses) not beliefs, are the most important aspect of Jewish religious life. In addition, the term "Jewish" can also be used to describe a race and a culture rather than a faith. 

Nevertheless, the Torah and Talmud have a great deal to say about God, humanity, and the meaning of life. 

Judaism is still looking for the Messiah.

Christians believe that one day the Jews will come to see that the Messiah is Jesus.

Christianity

This is not a religion. It is a revelation. Though many people calling themselves Christians just go through the motions for social reasons, true Christians have a relationship with God through faith in Jesus. God revealed Himself to Abraham, to Moses, through Prophets and ultimately through His Son, Jesus. Christians believe that Jesus was fully human and fully God, with the Father and Holy Spirit. Jesus claimed that faith in Him is the only way to God. Christians believe that Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life and was crucified for the sins of the world and raised from the dead. Faith in Jesus as Saviour and Lord imparts forgiveness and His perfect life to the believer.

The honesty of the Gospels is seen in the way that they even record the disciples' faults and failures. Without the resurrection Christianity fails. However, the disciples were recorded as fearfully hiding from the authorities. Soon afterward they were out and about in Jerusalem fearlessly preaching about Jesus. The most likely explanation for this total turnaround is the resurrection. Also, the Apostle Paul states that the resurrected Jesus appeared to five hundred people at one time and that most of whom were still alive at the time he wrote that. That meant they could be questioned as to the truth of it. Furthermore no one could produce His body. This would have stopped Christianity dead, but no one could do it.

C. Others

Theism

This is belief in the existence of a god or gods, especially belief in a personal God as creator and ruler of the world. Theism in the broadest sense is the belief in at least one deity. In a more specific sense, theism refers to a particular doctrine concerning the nature of God and his relationship to the universe.

Pantheism

Pantheism means literally "God is all". It is the view that everything is part of an all-encompassing immanent God. In pantheism the Universe and Nature are equivalent to God.

This is the belief that the Universe is divine and should be revered. Pantheism identifies the Universe with God but denies any personality or transcendence of such a God. 

Agnosticism

Belief that it is impossible to know whether there is a God.

Scepticism about the existence of God, but not professing true atheism. An agnostic does not deny the existence of God and heaven but holds that one cannot know for certain whether or not they exist.

So, we see that there are many faiths in opposition to Atheism. Their strength weakens the assertions of Atheism. However, to fully explore the question, “Is Atheism Rational, we will also need to look at the theories for the origins of the universe and the origins of life etc on which the Atheistic claims of being rational are founded.

Some quotes:

According to Seneca the Younger (4 b.c. - 65 a.d). 

“Religion is regarded by the common people as true, by the wise as false, and by the rulers as useful”. 

There is undeniable truth in this statement. People do regard religions, particularly eastern religions as true, though in our sceptical present-day society there are many who regard religion as untrue and irrelevant. The wise are right to see religion as false because it is an attempt to reach God or god(s) using man made ideas and efforts. If there is a God or god, this being could only be known to the extent that They wish to reveal Themself.

Blaise Pascal said, 

“Men never commit evil so fully and joyfully as when they do it for religious convictions”. This has been true in many instances from the Crusades and the Spanish Inquisition to Oliver Cromwell. Jesus gave a very simple test: “by their fruits you will know them” and “a good tree will not bear bad fruits”. The chief fruit for a true believer is love and there is no way that these and similar hateful (i.e. love-less) acts could be called love. People have used religion as leverage for their own evil agendas. This does not imply that religion is bad, rather that it can be misused for bad.

Epicurus (341–270 B.C.) had a classic and very challenging argument for the non-existence of God: “Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent. Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent. Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil? Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?”

This reasoning by Epicurus is very compelling. His logic is impeccable. He clearly believes unequivocally that there is no God and sets to prove his belief. Is this rational though? It is not rational if there is reasonable doubt. We only have to look around at the world with an open mind to have reasonable doubt. Romans 1 verse 20 says, “since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”

Epicurus clearly believes in evil. He is in effect saying God does not exist because evil exists. This is not rational. If evil exists then the probability is that God exists. Evil exists but it is curtailed, therefore there must be an opposite good curtailing the evil.

“Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? 

This is another way of saying because there is evil either God is too feeble to prevent it or is not there. God certainly limits evil, or it would overtake the world.

Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent. 

For His eternal purposes God has postponed judgment on evil and has, in the meantime, allowed it as an alternative.

Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil?

If this is so why is there evil? Again, God has allowed an alternative but has set a time to make evil cease.

Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?”  

He is willing and able but as I have said, He has set a time for this.

Epicurus’ words bring up two very difficult questions:

1) Why didn’t God destroy evil when it happened? 

My answer, as I have said, would be that God has postponed punishment but appointed a
































The origin of everything.



The Steady State theory
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Thirdly, Intelligent Design 












The origin of life


1) Organic life came into being from dead, inorganic components. 


2) God created life with design and purpose.

Let’s examine the evidence for 1)




























The Theory of Evolution
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Let’s examine the evidence for evolution:
























Carbon dating
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Coal, oil, and natural gas







Some thoughts.








2) God created life with design and purpose.



Conclusion
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