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Second Edition Preface
		
“I am a sojourner and foreigner among you…”
Genesis 23:4
On January 12, 2010, the concrete roof of our home in Port-au-Prince collapsed. I spent the next eighteen hours pinned beneath the rubble in total darkness, while my wife, Barbara, lay outside with a severely crushed leg, listening to the agonizing cries of a shattered city.
When you survive an event of that magnitude, it becomes the dividing line of your life. The world often focuses entirely on the catastrophe—the falling buildings, the amputations, the miraculous rescues. But as you will discover in these pages, the true weight of this book is not merely how we survived that single, devastating Tuesday. It is how Barb lived the twenty-nine years leading up to it, and the faithful years that followed.
By nature and profession, I approach texts analytically. My background as a literature instructor trained me to look for structural integrity, and in my own theological writing, I map out the master principles of Scripture. Barb’s theology, however, is not drafted at a desk. It was forged on steep, muddy mountain trails, tested in village huts, and lived out alongside the people of Haiti. Her storytelling is unvarnished, direct, and deeply personal. She captures the visceral reality of a cross-cultural missionary life with a simplicity that often masks profound spiritual truths.
When we established Iron Rod Press, our mission was to equip readers through rigorous, accessible biblical theology. Republishing Under the Rubble aligns perfectly with that vision, because true theology must eventually walk through the dust, endure the storms, and survive the darkest nights.
This second edition preserves the original heartbeat of Barb’s testimony while bringing her vital story to a new generation of readers. It is my greatest privilege to introduce the words of my wife and co-laborer—a woman whose name means “foreigner,” but whose life became a beautiful, enduring home to so many.
 
— Jean Patrick Lataillade
You know you’ve been in Haiti when￼[image: cartoon6.tif]

Part I: The Call & Early Years
Our story began worlds apart—one of us raised in the quiet simplicity of an American Amish home, the other navigating the vibrant, chaotic streets of Haiti. Yet, God’s calling is a great unifier. This first part chronicles our early steps of obedience, the unexpected blending of our diverse cultures, and the foundational years of a shared life and ministry built on faith.
￼[image: Part 1.png]

From My Heart to Yours
		
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.
Matthew 25:35
“Barbara” is a common name among Americans, but perhaps few know its true meaning: “wanderer and foreigner”. When they named me, my parents had no idea how literally that definition would be lived out. As Christians, we are all pilgrims and foreigners on this earth, but God grants some of us the profound privilege of being a pilgrim in a foreign land as well.
I was born in Illinois to an Amish family, the second of six children. My parents were steadfast believers who made the Bible the absolute foundation of our home. When I was nine years old, they made the difficult decision to leave the Amish Church. Four years later, at age thirteen, I gave my life to the Lord and was baptized.
The call to missions ran thick in my blood; it simply would not let me go. When I was twenty-one, I traveled to northern Ontario, Canada, to work among the Indians for a summer. It was a deeply enriching experience and my very first taste of mission work.
At twenty-eight, I moved to Florida, where God began directing my steps toward a lifetime of ministry. I had always assumed I would return to the native communities in Canada. I never dreamed God intended to send me even further south. The church I attended in Florida had established a congregation and a school in Haiti, and my heart was quickly drawn to the work there.
After living and serving in Haiti for several years, I met Patrick—a native Haitian who is now my husband. Together, we raised two children in Haiti, and we are now blessed with three grandchildren who live in the States.
At the writing of this book, I have served in Haiti for twenty-nine years. The stories in these pages are not merely my own; they encompass my husband’s experiences and the testimonies of the beautiful Haitian people we have walked alongside over the decades. These accounts offer a bird’s-eye view of a cross-cultural life fully surrendered to Christ.
Every story you are about to read is true, though a few names have been changed to protect privacy. My prayer is that through these pages, you will be deeply blessed and clearly see God’s faithful hand at work among His people in Haiti.

Call to Missions
fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Isaiah 41:10
As a young girl growing up in a Christian home, I found myself captivated by stories of overseas ministry. Reading Through Gates of Splendor by Elisabeth Elliot ignited a spark; the narrative of those missionaries gripped me so completely that I read it multiple times.
By my teenage years, that spark had grown into a deep desire to serve Native American communities in Northern Ontario. God eventually opened the door for a three-month short-term mission with the Cree people, a summer that firmly planted the seed of a missionary life in my heart. I left Canada certain I would one day return to the Cree, but God’s timeline and destination were entirely different.
A decade of detours passed before the true call arrived. I was reading the book of Isaiah, and verses six through nine of chapter fifty-eight seemed to leap directly off the page:
Is this not the fast that I have chosen:
To loose the bonds of wickedness,
To undo the heavy burdens,
To let the oppressed go free,
And that you break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out;
When you see the naked, that you cover him,
And not hide yourself from your own
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When you thought you earned a suntan, but
vou wWere only dust-covered.
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You clean bugs from the rice.
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