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Introduction

Leopold Froehlich

Once Again, the Noble American System has failed. Institutions didn’t protect us from tyranny and our heroes were ineffective. The sacred Constitution didn’t magically intervene, and our better natures did not prevail. The guardrails that we were told would confine lawlessness were broken-down; we were assured that norms would save us, that basic human decencies would overrule brigandry.

Instead, we have virtual lawlessness, a poke in the eye, grift, corruption, stupidity, emolument, someone shot in broad daylight on Fifth Avenue while the triumphant shooter strolls away, waving and grinning. It would be farcical if so many hadn’t suffered.

We’ve seen much hatred and violence since the start of 2025. “There is a lot of sadism and malice in all of us,” the philosopher Richard Rorty noted, “waiting to be released when the social bond is loosened.” Rorty defined sadism as “the use of persons weaker than ourselves as outlets for our resentments and frustrations, and especially for the infliction of pain.”

Concern for a looming climate crisis has fallen into disfavor. Laws no longer matter, except in rare street-level incidents. The Fourth Estate has been muzzled. Righteous indignation at the ravages of technology and inhuman systems is no longer deemed worthy of public attention. Madness and idiocy and ugliness have brought us to the (constant) brink of extinction, and reward us with the appalling cage-fighting spectacle of bread and circus that is our government.

How are we to respond to what Gerald Ford, in quainter times, referred to as “our long national nightmare”? We need solidarity, most of all. We must respect our communities and stand together. And we need solutions, reparations. So, what is to be done?

This book contains eighteen essays, from abstract to praxis. They offer the reader both practical advice and theoretical structure. From Bernie Sanders’s call for a nationwide grassroots movement to Sarah Jaffe’s essay on the appropriate nature of grieving, What We Do Now provides hope, if not solace. We can take back our country.

We have not yet begun to fight. In the words of Tom Paine: “Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive, that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet and to repulse it.”

This is our country. Let our voices be heard. Let’s go to the streets and stand up.





Reverse America’s Decline

It Is Not Good Enough Just to Criticize Trump

Bernie Sanders

At This Difficult Moment in American history, it’s imperative that we have the courage to be honest with ourselves.

The United States, once the envy of the world, is now a nation in profound decline. For the sake of our children and future generations, we must reverse that decline and change, in very fundamental ways, the direction of our country.

Not so long ago, the US was admired for its democracy, constitution, rule of law, strong middle class and an American dream which promised that our kids and grandchildren would have a better life than their parents.

Tragically, that is no longer the case.

We used to have the strongest and most vibrant middle class on Earth. Not any more. Today 60% of our people are living paycheck to paycheck and we have more income and wealth inequality than any other major country. Despite huge advances in technology and worker productivity, real weekly wages for the average American worker are lower today than they were 53 years ago.

We used to be the best-educated country on Earth, with an excellent public school system and the highest percentage of young people graduating from college than any other country. Not any more. Today, the US ranks well behind its peers in overall educational attainment, our childcare system is broken and millions of our young people are unable to afford a college education.

We used to have the best healthcare system in the world. Not any more. Despite spending far more per capita on healthcare than any other nation, 85 million Americans are uninsured or underinsured, our life expectancy is lower than most wealthy nations and we have a massive shortage in doctors, nurses, dentists, mental health counselors and other healthcare professionals.

We used to be a country with decent, affordable housing. Not any more. Since the pandemic, the median home price has risen by 55% to more than $410,000. Today, more than 20 million households are spending more than half of their limited incomes on housing and nearly 800,000 people are homeless. Today, young couples are buying their first home, on average, 10 years later in life than their parents.

We used to have a reasonably nutritious food system. Not any more. Today, as a result of corporate agriculture and the greed of the food and beverage industry, many of our kids are addicted to ultra-processed foods and we have the highest rate of obesity and diabetes of any major country on Earth.

We used to have the most advanced transportation system in the world. Not any more. Our public transportation and rail systems lag far behind most other developed countries and millions of people spend hours a day in traffic jams.

But the decline we are seeing in our country is not just in economics. Our political system is corrupt, dominated by an extremely greedy billionaire class that is able to buy and sell politicians.

Even more troubling, our country is rapidly descending into authoritarianism under an unstable, narcissistic leader who wants more and more power for himself.

Donald Trump is usurping the powers of Congress, attacking the courts, intimidating the media, threatening universities, and prosecuting and arresting his political opponents.

We are living through one of the most difficult moments in the history of our country And then, on top of all that, there is Trump’s domestic army, ICE, an agency which, every day, is acting in outrageous and unconstitutional ways.

ICE is occupying and terrorizing communities, kicking down doors without due process, sending five-year-old children to detention centers, illegally deporting people and shooting down American citizens in cold blood.

Further, Trump’s authoritarianism extends far beyond our own borders.

Today, we have a president who feels far more comfortable with the dictatorships of Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the UAE than with the democratic nations in Europe, a president who, along with Elon Musk and others, is supporting rightwing extremist parties throughout the world.

We have a president who has given unconditional support to the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, a war criminal who is under indictment by the international criminal court for his genocidal policies.

We have a president who violates international law with impunity by illegally attacking Venezuela, absurdly suggesting that Canada become our 51st state and, insanely, threatening to seize Greenland from Denmark.

So where do we go from here? How do we reverse America’s decline? How do we create an economy that works for working people and not just billionaires, a vibrant democracy and a foreign policy based on international law?

The answer is not complicated. We do it by building a national grassroots movement that fights for the needs of the American working class. We do it by bringing people together – Black, white, Latino, Asian, gay and straight – around an agenda that takes on the greed of the oligarchs and is based on the foundation of economic, social, racial and environmental justice.

Is this an impossible dream? Can it be done? You bet it can.

Zohran Mamdani’s successful grassroots campaign in New York City has given us the roadmap.

Starting at just 1% in the polls, Mamdani had the guts to take on the Democratic establishment, the Republican establishment and the oligarchs. And he won by organizing a grassroots campaign of more than 90,000 volunteers knocking on doors behind a strong progressive agenda.

Yes. What Mamdani accomplished in New York City can and should be replicated in all 50 states.

The lesson of Mamdani’s campaign is clear: it is not good enough just to be critical of Trump and his destructive policies. We must bring forth a positive vision that will improve the lives of ordinary Americans.

Here are just a few of the issues that must be addressed:

We must create a vibrant democracy by ending Citizens United and preventing billionaires from buying elections.

Whether the Democratic establishment likes it or not, we must guarantee healthcare as a human right through Medicare for All.

We must build millions of affordable homes and apartments and give our younger generation the opportunity to own a home of their own.

We must make public colleges, universities, trade schools and medical schools tuition-free and have the best childcare and public school system in the entire world.

We must expand social security and bring back traditional pension plans so that every senior in this country can retire with dignity.

We must raise the minimum wage to a living wage and guarantee every worker the right to join a union.

We must demand that the wealthiest people and most profitable corporations in America pay their fair share in taxes.

We are living through one of the most difficult moments in the history of our country. But the truth is that, throughout our nation’s history, we have faced great challenges before. From the Revolutionary War to the abomination of slavery, from the Great Depression to the Second World War, and from the century-long struggle for civil rights to the struggles for women’s rights, workers’ rights and LGBTQ+ rights, the people of our nation fought for justice – and prevailed. And we can do it again.

In times of great crisis, the American people came together and chose democracy over authoritarianism, justice over greed, solidarity over division. They understood in the past – and we understand today – that when we stand together, no matter how much money and power the oligarchs have, there is nothing that we cannot accomplish.

That is how we reverse America’s decline, renew our democracy, and build a future worthy of our children and generations yet to come.





Continue to Resist

Remember We Have the Power to Make Our Future

Rebecca Solnit

When We Talk About Opposition in Politics, sometimes it’s just a policy disagreement—but in the current political crisis in the US, the opposition has become the opposite of the Trump administration in meaningful ways. It had to because this is not only a policy conflict.

Between the administration and the opposition are actual opposites of principle: among those committed to inclusion and those to exclusion; truth and lies; kindness and cruelty; the protection and destruction of systems that in turn protect the climate or public health.

It seems possible that what will ultimately emerge is a clarified sense of principles and a deeper commitment to them (which is why part of the conflict is over American history itself).

On one hand, there are the heads of the federal government and their spokespeople, whose lies are part of their disdain for the electorate and the rule of law. Those lies also get served up as the justification for their cruelty—the cruelty directed toward federal workers, immigrants, children in this country in need of food and healthcare, including vaccines, and the millions of people currently starving or devastated by preventable disease around the world since Elon Musk’s “department of government efficiency” gang destroyed USAID.

Politicians’ lies were once decried and punished when detected, in a process that often led to contriteness and apologies from the liar. Even the act of lying was a furtive one when people feared detection and its consequences. Now lies are the backbone of the Trump administration’s utterances—from likely lying about the inhabitants of the small boats they are blowing up in the Caribbean, to lying about vaccines, the economy, climate, polls, laws, history, race, immigration and pretty much everything else.

White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt specializes in grotesque falsehoods in praise of Donald Trump’s health, intelligence, success, and popularity. Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the health and human services secretary, peddles lies about health and healthcare and the science behind them. Vice President JD Vance has likewise lied about a broad range of subjects, but his venom has been particularly directed at immigrants, who he falsely accuses of dire economic impacts and outlandish crimes. White House adviser Stephen Miller has told the same lies with even more venom. But Trump is first and last the liar-in-chief.

It’s clear that many on the far right are now part of a subculture that celebrates and revels in cruelty and viciousness and doesn’t mind dishonesty. Trump officials sometimes seem baffled by the response from the rest of us who aren’t part of it, but apparently they don’t think we matter. We’re not their target audience, and this indifference to the opinion and values of the majority is itself a testament to their commitment to minority rule. It’s our job as the opposition to matter. And we have.

The immigrant-rights opposition is motivated by solidarity with those under attack, underwritten by compassion. From Los Angeles to Chicago to Charlotte, North Carolina, people have risked their own physical and legal safety to stand with those under attack by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and organized, trained and otherwise done the work to protect their neighbors. It has had a major impact on the ability of ICE to persecute immigrants and the Brown and Black people whose immigration status doesn’t seem to matter to these goon squads—sometimes as specific as preventing a person from being hauled away, sometimes as broad as the unprecedented protests this year.

For example, the Chicago Tribune reports that on October 25, “agents deployed even more tear gas, this time right before a children’s Halloween parade in Irving Park, where a resident raced out of his house, still in his Chicago Blackhawks pajamas, to confront feds who’d tackled a man in his front yard.”

Others, as lawyers, judges, protesters, journalists, scientists and educators, have defended truth, facts, science and law to protect human beings and the social and natural systems we depend on. They have stood up for the authority of truth that authoritarians seek to squelch or corrupt. The withholding and corrupting of information by the administration is corrosive to democracy, and it comes from a kind of elitism that regards the rest of us as not deserving the truth—and maybe suckers who will buy the lies (which plenty on the right actually are, and most of the rest of us aren’t).

Facts, truth, science, history are themselves democratic. The causes of the civil war, Covid-19 and the climate crisis are the same whether you’re a billionaire or a busker, and money can’t buy you out of that—though it can buy you a social media platform or a network news corporation to corrupt.

The opposition has been marked most of all by solidarity (which is by definition alliance and commitment to those who are not the same as you), an embrace of difference. I do not believe there has been anything like this level of solidarity with immigrants and refugees before, from the crowds showing up in the streets to the US senator who flew to El Salvador to try to rescue the kidnapped and persecuted Kilmar Ábrego García. I hope that it gives rise to a shift in the Democratic party’s discourse about immigrants and refugees, from a watered-down acceptance of their characterization as a burden and a problem, to recognition of their irreplaceable contributions to this country, economically and otherwise.

The attempts to secure truth and maybe justice for Jeffrey Epstein’s victims has also been driven by solidarity with the victims and a sense of principle that the Trump administration and Trump himself don’t share. Their victimization was the result of the radical inequality between poor girls and young women and wealthy men, so one of the underlying questions is about equality, about whether we will have a nation in which everyone’s rights matter, in which everyone deserves protection by the law.

It has been remarkable how this scandal that refuses to die down was what caused widespread Republican defection, when members of the House and Senate voted so broadly to release the files and some Republicans spoke openly against Trump himself. Polls show Trump’s own popularity and that of his handling of the economy and immigration has declined radically over the course of the year.

It was not clear when 2025 began what kind of opposition to the Trump administration there would be and how effective it would be. Many at the beginning of the year feared a powerful administration whose destruction went unchallenged, but it has been challenged and it has stumbled, faltered and backed down in many situations.

The administration now seems to be getting more extreme and reckless as it grows more desperate, chaotic and unpopular. We entered 2026 with radical uncertainty about the fate of this country—but also with the clarity that people have the power to determine what it will be, if they continue to show up and stand on principle.
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