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This is a new universe I’m working on, and this is actually an expansion from it, rather than a totally new series.  But depending on what people think I may go from there and see how things work out.  Not sure what an official name would be but it has been bounced around.  I hope you enjoy my work, as it was off the cuff by design.  This is also based off of “Bushwacked” from the Firefly series.  And since I’m not completed with it, this happens during Eagle Hammer during some point.  And this is not Firefly Fan Fiction, just using the basis of that show for this story with some different twists.

Much thanks to ELF (wksworld@msn.com) for much needed grammar revision...

When you’re hauling goods for a government across deep space, there isn’t much to do, so what the crew of the Infinity decided to do was play a little game of hubball.  Which is played when they take an old hub they found, hang it on a chain, and throw a ball into it, allowing a point to be won.  When twenty points are accumulated, that side naturally wins.  Some of the marines were participating while some just watched, glad for the distraction from an otherwise boring journey.  The fact that there were munitions, and some vehicles damaged beyond repair didn’t bother them, though the fact that pirates operated in this sector was a concern.  And while the Infinity was FTL capable, components had been removed for further study given the predicament which brought them here in the first place.   So for now they were stuck traveling in normal space until either their equipment got fixed, or he earned enough money so that he could worry about fixing the FTL itself which would be very nice right now.  But the reality of the situation was that he knew that it would be a long time before he could consider that. 

But Captain Brenner himself didn’t mind as it was good to have a job even though it was transporting equipment that was no longer useful to a Dutch scrapyard.  It was money coming in and right now he couldn’t refuse that idea either, no matter what his feelings were on the matter.  Only when he could break free and do his own thing would he and his crew would be truly happy.  Then again, the Frisians and the ESU marines weren’t too bad either but they all enjoyed the ‘freedom’ of space travel, and also the fact that jobs came and went, not so much being stuck on one contract here and there.  And of course sometimes you had to be the good guy, or the bad guy, depending on the job.  The Question was, what would be next?

“Toss it to me!”  Captain Brenner stood, holding his hands up as one of the marines tried to block him.

All of a sudden the ship alarm went off.

“Proximity alarm.”  Myra said as she caught her breath recognizing the tone.

“Oh my god!  Who’s flying this thing?”  John said sarcastically as he stood there, mock ‘concern’ on his voice.

Captain Brenner looked at him incredulously, motioning for him to go see what the issue was.  But it was a big deal and hopefully nothing that would harm them.

“Oh right, back to work.”  John said as he ran quickly up to the bridge.  Upon reaching the top a minute later nearly breathless he saw a ship in front of him, rotating slowly on its axis.  Quickly he sat down, hitting the reverse thrust, a bit too hard so the ship shuddered as even in space the mass of the ship still had to deal with inertia.

Nearly falling over, everybody wondered what was happening as some stumbled to prevent themselves from falling.

“What the hell?”  Captain Brenner said as he swayed, nearly losing his balance and knowing the only way to find out was to go and see.  Finding his overshirt he walked up to the bridge throwing it on.
“What is that?”  Captain Brenner said as he walked up to the bridge, eyeing the ship that was rotating in a spin in front of the Infinity.  The ship wasn’t very large, maybe less than a hundred meters and only approximately twenty meters in height.  Coloration was a faded white, or a faded grey depending on what point the sun was shining its light on the surface of the ship.  No apparent damage of any kind from what everybody could see.

“Don’t know, Captain, I’ve been trying to hail her for a good minute now, no response.”  John said, looking at the display again to see if it had changed in the past millisecond.

Myra strode up behind Captain Brenner, resting her hands on John’s shoulders in comfort.  “Any distress beacon?”

“Nope, nothing yet.”

Kiera walked up behind Captain Brenner, looking at the ship, her mind already analyzing it.  Pointing a finger at it she immediately saw the problem, a small bit of gas escaping from the bottom, either it must have been set that way or it had malfunctioned.  “The thruster is on the starboard side, which is causing the spin.”

Staff Sergeant Jessa Montigue walked up, pulling on her uniform top.  Even ESU marines could have some fun, and when you’re on a security mission like this one, even a girl needed some playtime.

“What’s going on Captain?”  Looking at the derelict she secured her top‘s snaps by touch.  “Ahh, I see.”

“Yeah, looks to be a derelict to me, anybody hail us?”  Captain Brenner asked as he was nearly mesmerized by the rotation of the ship in front of them.  It wasn’t something that he commonly saw back ‘on the other side’ of the universe.  And rarely were they this intact.

John triple-checked his instruments to be sure, still nothing.  “No sir, and I’ve sent the automated hailer and still no response.”  Looking at the ship his mind tried to fathom a reason for its condition since from what he could tell it was nearly intact.

“Okay.”  Looking towards Staff Sergeant Montigue. “You know anything about this?”

“About the ship? It’s dead in space, that’s all I know.”  It looked pretty obvious to her, as she was expecting it was to everybody else...

“I mean, do you know how this happens?”  He’d seen derelicts before, but this one seemed to be totally different than the ‘normal’ variety he had encountered before.

Shrugging.  “Well, could be any number of reasons, pirates, ship decided to die...”

“That’s for sure.”  Kiera interjected.

Ignoring the remark from Keira on the obviousness of the whole situation in front of them, Staff Sergeant Montigue eyeballed Captain Brenner.  “The question is, what are you going to do about it?”

“Me? Don’t you have the authority over us in this matter?”

“I do for security reasons, but not for your own.  If you want to slide on by and forget about it, then you can, or we can take a look if that’s your call.  Then again, pirates like to hide amongst the derelict ships and wait for us to pass by, attack us from the rear, disable your engines, then begin storming our ship after another ship appears out of nowhere and assaults us from a different direction.  It’s considered a matter of practicality and safety to check it out.  Plus you never know what you’ll find out here...”

Surprised at how even though it seemed the marines were so regimented he found out that she was just like him, willing to take a look at no cost to whatever she had to do.  Or maybe she enjoyed it as a way to just pass the time since it was a boring trip so far, and hubball was the only thing keeping them entertained.  Even the crew of the Infinity was getting along with the marines more socially, but they knew deep down that the marines would
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