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Introduction

 

 

After seeing the importance of 2 Peter 1:3-11, I felt prompted to read 1 and 2 Peter more thoroughly. I asked the Father to send the Holy Spirit to guide me into the truth of the text. As I read, I examined the meaning of the text using the UBS Translator's Handbook on the First Letter from Peter, the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, a Greek-English Interlinear, the insight God has given me, and other resources. I didn't intend to write another book, but what I found is worth sharing.

 

The result is a version of 1 Peter that shares a better understanding of the words used. Some of the improved understanding comes from a better fit with the culture of the time, some from a better fit with the context of 1 Peter, and some from a better fit with other scripture.

 

For example, when Peter "exhorts" the elders in 1 Peter 5:1, he is summoning (calling upon) them to help those around them. The "elders" are not just older people, but they are those who are spiritually mature. When the "younger" are to be subject to the "elders," they are to submit by following the example of the "elders" in the same way disciples follow the example of their master.

 

Peter taught how people born of God are supposed to live among those not born of God. His teaching applies to us today.


Chapter 1

     

 

 

From: Peter, sent by Jesus Christ to proclaim a message on his behalf - in his name.1

 

 

To: God’s people, living as aliens in the Diaspora — in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, the province of Asia, and Bythinia — chosen according to the purpose of God the Father and set apart by the Spirit so that you may do all that Jesus Christ tells you to do and be purified by his blood. May all of the blessings and shalom, that Jesus obtained on our behalf2

 through his obedience be yours in full measure. 

 

Blessed be God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, in keeping with his great mercy, has caused us, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to be born again to a constantly replenished and freely flowing hope3

, to an undefiled, incorruptible, and imperishable inheritance, kept safe for you in heaven. Through your trust, God is guarding you by his power for deliverance from destruction to his safety4

 which God will reveal at the appointed time. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad that God is guarding you and your inheritance, even though you may have to experience temporary grief in various trials.5

 Even perishable gold is tested and refined by fire. The purpose of trials  is so that your trust, which is far more valuable than perishable gold, will be judged genuine and will result in praise, glory and honor at the revealing of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. You do not see him now, yet you trust him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory as you receive the result of your faith, the deliverance of your souls from destruction to his safety. 

 

The prophets, who prophesied about this deliverance that Jesus would obtain for you, diligently sought and carefully examined evidence about it. They were trying to determine the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was referring in predicting the Messiah’s sufferings and the glorious things to follow. God revealed to them that their service when they spoke about these things was not for their own benefit but for yours. And these same things have now been reported to you by those who proclaimed the Good News through the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things!

 

Because God is guarding you by his power, prepare to make every effort to discern what God says you should do. Be alert and pay attention to hear and follow his guidance. Set your hope fully on the deliverance that will be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed. As obedient children, do not let the desires you had before you knew the truth guide your lives and shape your nature. On the contrary, as he who called you is holy, be holy in everything. Since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy," let all of your being and everything you desire, believe, think, say, and do be guided and shaped by God.

 

Also, if you are addressing as Father, the one who judges impartially according to what each person does to satisfy their desires6

, you should live out your temporary stay on earth in fear. You know your forefathers passed a corrupt and unproductive manner of life7

 on to you, and God delivered you from the corrupt desires and beliefs that produced that life, not with something corruptible8

 like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. God chose him before the foundation of the world but revealed him in the last times for the sake of you, who faithfully trust God. God raised him from the dead and gave him glory (power and authority) so that you put your trust and hope in God. 

 

Now that God has delivered you from the power of sin and cleansed your soul from defilement through your submission to the truth, constantly love one another with all your heart. You have been born again, not from some corruptible seed, but from one that is incorruptible, through the living Word of God that lasts forever. For all humanity is like grass, and all its glory is like a wildflower — the grass withers, and the flower falls off; but the Word of the Lord lasts forever. Moreover, this Word is the Good News which has been proclaimed to you.

 

 

 




Chapter 2

     

 

 

Since you have freed yourself from all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander, like newborn infants, intensely desire the pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up into deliverance from destruction to God's safety9

 - if you indeed have experienced how good the Lord is to you.

 

Jesus is the living - life-giving, and dynamic - foundation stone. Men reject him, but God has chosen him as the most valuable. As you come to him, you are like living stones, being built up as a spiritual house for God to live in, to be priests set apart from a life of corruption and guided by the Holy Spirit to make spiritual contributions acceptable to him through your union with Jesus Christ.

 

God explained this in scripture: Look, I have chosen and am laying in Zion a stone, the most valuable cornerstone. Everyone who faithfully trusts him will find that he is reliable. Because you faithfully trust him, you experience how good he is. For those who choose not to trust and be faithful to him, he is the cornerstone the builders rejected - a stone over which people stumble and a rock of offense. They stumble because they disobey the word, and God has appointed shame to everyone who does not faithfully trust him.

 

But you are a new humanity chosen by God to be a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the goodness and virtue of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once, you were not a people, but now you are God's people (people born of God). Once, you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy (the mercy of being made new creatures and partakers of his nature). 

 

Beloved, you live as temporary residents among people enslaved by the corrupt desires of the old humanity, just as you used to be. Corrupt desires war against your soul, so keep yourselves free from them. Make sure everything you do flows from the abundance of the godly desires and beliefs you hold in your heart. If you do this, even though the Gentiles (the old humanity) speak against you as people who do evil, they will see how you live is good and be inspired to live the way you do and acknowledge God's goodness when he comes to deliver his people from destruction.  

 

Fulfill the Lord's purpose by submitting to every human authority — to the emperor as supreme or to governors appointed by him to punish wrongdoers and commend those who do what is good. For it is God's will that by doing what he says you should do, you will silence those who do not perceive the truth. Submit as people who are free. Do not let your freedom serve as a justification for evil. Submit as God’s slaves. Honor everyone as worth deliverance from destruction. Love all the other people of the new humanity. Fear God. Acknowledge the king and his authority. 

 

Servants, submit to your masters with all respect, not only to the just and gentle but also to the unjust. For God will commend those who keep a clean conscience towards him by doing what he says they should do and endure grief from unjust suffering. What kind of commendation does God give when a person endures grief because they sinned? But God commends you if you suffer and endure grief when you do what you should. God called you to suffer to deliver others from destruction because Christ suffered to deliver you, leaving you an example to follow. Jesus committed no sin and did not deceive. When the people spoke evil of him, he did not speak evil of them in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. You were straying like sheep but have now returned to the shepherd and overseer of your souls. 

 

(Do not rebel against authority. follow the rules. Effect change through honorable conduct and good deeds, prayer and petitions. Wrestle against principalities and powers. Pray for those in authority.) 
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