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Introduction

About Component 2: Depth Study

Component 2 involves the study of a significant period of historical change and development (around 20–25 years at AS and 40–50 years at A-level) and an evaluation of primary sources.

The English Revolution, 1625–60

The specification lists the content of this component in two parts, each part being divided into three sections.

Part 1 – The origins of the English Civil War, 1625–42


•  The emergence of conflict and the end of consensus, 1625–29

•  An experiment in Absolutism, 1629–40

•  The crisis of parliament and the outbreak of the First Civil War, 1640–42



Part 2 – Radicalism, Republic and Restoration, 1642–60 (A-level only)


•  War and radicalism, 1642–46

•  The disintegration of the Political Nation, 1646–49

•  Experiments in government and society, 1649–60



Although each period of study is set out in chronological sections in the specification, an exam question may arise from one or more of these sections.

The AS examination

The AS examination, which you may be taking, includes all the content in Part 1.

You are required to answer the following:


•  Section A: one question on two primary sources – which is the more valuable? You need to identify the arguments in each source as well as evaluating the provenance and tone. Using your knowledge in relation to these strands, you need to assess how valuable each source is, and then reach a judgement on which is the more valuable. The question is worth 25 marks.

•  Section B: one essay question out of two. The questions will be set on a topic reflecting that this is a depth paper, and will require you to analyse whether you agree or disagree with a statement. Almost certainly, you will be doing both and reaching a balanced conclusion. The question is worth 25 marks.



The exam lasts one and a half hours, and you should spend about equal time on each section.

At AS, Component 2 will be worth a total of 50 marks and 50 per cent of the AS examination.

The A-level examination

The A-level examination at the end of the course includes all the content of Part 1 and Part 2.

You are required to answer the following:


•  Section A: one question on three primary sources – how valuable is each source? You are not required to reach a conclusion about which might be the most valuable. You need to identify the arguments in each source as well as evaluating the provenance and tone. Using your knowledge in relation to these strands, you need to assess how valuable each source is. This question is worth 30 marks.

•  Section B: two essay questions out of three. The questions will be set on a topic reflecting the fact that this is a depth paper. The question styles will vary but they will all require you to analyse factors and reach a conclusion. The focus may be on causation, or consequence, or continuity and change.



The exam lasts for two and a half hours. You should spend about one hour on Section A and about 45 minutes on each of the two essays.

At A-level, Component 2 will be worth a total of 80 marks and 40 per cent of the A-level examination.

In both the AS and A-level examinations you are being tested on:


•  your ability to use relevant historical information (Sections A and B)

•  your ability to evaluate different historical sources (Section A)

•  the skill of analysing factors and reaching a judgement (Section B).



How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the examination. The book is divided into six sections – one for each section of the A-level specification. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads:


•  On the left-hand page you will find a summary of the key content you will need to learn.

•  On the right-hand page you will find exam-focused activities.



Together these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.
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Examination activities

There are three levels of exam-focused activities:


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundation skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol: [image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you to achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]



Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers on pages 107–112. These have the following symbol to indicate this. [image: ]

Each section ends with an exam-style question and sample answers with commentary. This will give you guidance on what is expected to achieve the top grade.

You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book, or by ticking the checklist on the contents page. Tick each box when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  completed the activities.




Mark schemes

For some of the activities in the book it will be useful to refer to the mark schemes for this paper. Below are abbreviated forms.

Section A – primary sources



	Level  
	AS-level exam  
	A-level exam  



	1  
	Describing source content or stock phrases about value of source; limited understanding of context.
(1–5)

  
	Some comment on value of at least one source but limited response; limited understanding of context.
(1–6)
  



	2  
	Some relevant comments on value of one source, or some general comments on both. Some understanding of context.
(6–10)
  
	Some relevant comments on value of one or two sources, or focus only on content or provenance, or consider all three sources in a more general way. Some understanding of context.
(7–12)
  



	3  
	Some relevant comments on value of sources, and some explicit reference to focus of question, with some understanding of context. Judgements thinly supported.
(11–15)
  
	Some understanding of all three sources in relation to content and provenance with some awareness of historical context. An attempt to consider value, but probably some imbalance across the three sources.
(13–18)
  



	4  
	Range of relevant well-supported comments on value of sources for issue identified in question. Not all comments will be well-substantiated, and with limited judgements.
(16–20)
  
	Good understanding of three sources in relation to content and provenance with awareness of historical context to provide a balanced argument on their value in relation to focus of question. One or more judgements may be limited in substantiation.
(19–24)
  



	5  
	Very good understanding of value of sources in relation to focus of question and contextual knowledge. Thorough evaluation, well-supported conclusion.
(21–25)
  
	Very good understanding of all three sources in relation to content and provenance and combines this with strong awareness of historical context to present balanced argument on their value in relation to focus of question.
(25–30)
  




Section B – essays



	Level  
	AS-level exam  
	A-level exam  



	1  
	Extremely limited or irrelevant information. Unsupported vague or generalist comments.
(1–5)
  
	Extremely limited or irrelevant information. Unsupported vague or generalist comments.
(1–5)
  



	2  
	Descriptive or partial, failing to grasp full demands of question. Limited in scope.
(6–10)
  
	Descriptive or partial, failing to grasp full demands of question. Limited in scope.
(6–10)
  



	3  
	Some understanding and answer is adequately organised. Information showing understanding of some key features.
(11–15)
  
	Understanding of question and a range of largely accurate information showing awareness of key issues and features, but lacking in precise detail. Some balance established.
(11–15)
  



	4  
	Understanding shown with range of largely accurate information showing awareness of some of key issues and features, leading to a limited judgement.
(16–20)
  
	Good understanding of question. Well-organised and effectively communicated with range of clear and specific supporting information showing good understanding of key features and issues, with some conceptual awareness.
(16–20)
  



	5  
	Good understanding. Well-organised and effectively communicated. Range of clear information showing good understanding and some conceptual awareness. Analytical in style, leading to a substantiated judgement.
(21–25)
  
	Very good understanding of full demands of question. Well-organised and effectively delivered, with well-selected precise supporting information. Fully analytical with balanced argument and well-substantiated judgement.
(21–25)
  





1 The emergence of conflict and the end of consensus, 1625–29

The legacy of James I

James I’s reign

Charles I’s father, James, came to the throne in England in 1603 after becoming James VI of Scotland in 1567.

Religious issues and divisions

James had to manage the conflicting views and actions of both Catholics and Puritans, and showed a clear preference for high church policies.


•  In 1604, a conference was held at Hampton Court to address the grievances of the Puritans. Here, James rejected calls for the abolition of the episcopacy.

•  The anti-Puritan Richard Bancroft was appointed as Archbishop of Canterbury in the same year.

•  James issued the Book of Sports in 1618. This angered Puritans as it allowed a number of recreational activities to be carried out on Sundays, a day that Puritans felt should be reserved for religious worship and instruction only.

•  In 1605, a group of Catholic terrorists attempted to blow up parliament and kill James in the Gunpowder Plot, resulting in increased recusancy fines and general anti-Catholic hysteria.



Relations between Crown and parliament

James found it difficult to understand the differences between the English and Scottish parliaments. Whereas his Scottish parliament was generally loyal, he found the English one confrontational and independent. The English parliament had two chambers, the House of Commons and the House of Lords, rather than the single chamber he had known in Scotland. He also found himself unable to intervene in elections, which he had been able to do in Scotland.

Relations with foreign powers

James hoped to use diplomacy to maintain effective relationships with both Catholic and Protestant powers:


•  In 1604 he signed the Treaty of London, which ended war with Catholic Spain. He later attempted to arrange for his son Charles to marry a Spanish Princess.

•  In 1609 he entered into an alliance with France, which was Catholic but also anti-Spanish.

•  In 1613, he arranged for his daughter Elizabeth to marry Frederick V of the Palatine, demonstrating a pro-Protestant stance in the Holy Roman Empire.

•  Parliament was keen for James to intervene on the Protestant side in the Thirty Years’ War but James was reluctant and was concerned about the destabilising effect this would have on foreign relations.



Financial weaknesses

When James inherited the throne in 1603, the Crown was in debt as a result of decades of war. Peace with Spain in 1604 reduced expenditure but James’s personal spending was extravagant.


•  He gained a reputation as a lavish entertainer.

•  He gave vast sums of money to his close advisers.

•  In 1606, parliament granted him three subsidies to help him pay off his debts.

•  He resorted to selling titles and honours cheaply.

•  There was an economic depression accompanied by poor harvests in the early 1620s. The royal debt stood at £900,000 in 1620 and when parliament met in 1621 and 1624 they were reluctant to grant James subsidies.
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Below are a sample AS-level exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and a concluding explanatory link back to the question, but lacks detail. Complete the paragraph, adding detail in the space provided.


‘The religious problems left by James I meant that Charles was destined to come into conflict with parliament.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.
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There is no doubt that James left a number of religious problems that affected Charles’s relationship with both his people and parliament.

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

James attempted to keep all sides happy and took actions to appease Catholics and Protestants. He was less keen on the Puritans and appointed bishops who he knew would clamp down on them.
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Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below. This will help you build your understanding of James I’s legacy.
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Monarchy and Divine Right

The new King

The character of Charles

James died in March 1625 and was succeeded by his son Charles. Charles was born in 1600 and in 1612 his older brother, Henry, died unexpectedly. This left Charles as the heir to the throne. Charles was underprepared for this role and had spent much of his childhood away from the Royal Court. He was a poor public speaker and suffered with a stammer. He disapproved of his father’s extravagance at court and favoured an orderly, hierarchical approach to government. One important trait that he did inherit from his father was a firm belief in the Divine Right of Kings. As he believed his power was God-given, Charles had an enormous sense of his own importance and became an uncompromising ruler.

Aims

Charles’s aims as King can be summarised as follows:


•  Restoring a sense of order and decorum to the Royal Court.

•  Maintaining order in the Church (in his three kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland).

•  Establishing a sound financial base, in response to debts created by his father’s rule.



The Queen and the court

Charles married the French Catholic Princess Henrietta Maria by proxy in May 1625, after his attempt at securing a Spanish match failed. Their relationship was poor before the death of Buckingham in 1628 but afterwards became warm. Her Catholicism was viewed with suspicion in England for a number of reasons:


•  After the marriage Charles moved to grant concessions to English Catholics, including the non-enforcement of penal laws against them.

•  The new Queen brought with her a large number of Catholic courtiers and this isolated her from both Charles and the wider English nobility.

•  It was feared that the marriage would be followed by closer alliances with Catholic powers.



Buckingham

The key adviser in this period was George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. Buckingham had been James I’s favourite from 1614 and on James’s death assumed his place as Charles’s chief minister. Buckingham masterminded both the quest for a Spanish wife and Charles’s marriage to Henrietta Maria. Like Charles, Buckingham was eager to promote the Arminians in the Church and this led to suspicions that both men were closet Catholics. Charles’s tendency to place absolute trust in his closest advisers meant that Buckingham was given unrivalled power at court, which led to resentment and suspicion from the political nation.

Ideas of royal authority

Charles’s firm belief in the Divine Right was reinforced when he commissioned the Dutch artist Peter Paul Rubens to paint the ceiling of his Banqueting House at the Palace of Whitehall. The painting depicts James I ascending to heaven while commanding the infant Charles to the throne. This represented the Stuart kings’ firm belief in the authority of the monarchy.

Charles believed that political power should lie firmly in his hands, and only be shared with a select number of advisers who he trusted wholeheartedly. This belief was evident in the reforms he made to the Royal Court:


•  Ceremonies surrounding visits to the King modelled on those exercised in France were introduced.

•  Unlike his father, Charles made himself difficult to access and viewed outsiders with suspicion.

•  A sense of ritual was brought into the court and Charles was served food on bended knee.

•  He appointed Arminian chaplains who believed strongly in Divine Right.
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[image: ] Spot the mistake      [image: ]

Below are a sample AS-level exam-style question and an introductory paragraph written in answer to this question. Why does this paragraph not get into Level 4? Once you have identified the mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it displays the qualities of Level 4. The mark scheme on page 7 will help you.


‘Charles I faced difficulties in the years 1625–40 because of the actions of his advisers.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.




[image: ]

Charles’s advisers were very poor. Henrietta Maria was a French Catholic Princess and the French were viewed with suspicion. After their marriage she became very influential and brought with her a large number of courtiers. This meant that Charles’s reign as King was doomed from the beginning.
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[image: ] Simple essay style

Below is a sample A-level exam-style question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page and previous pages to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned the essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.


‘Religious issues and the King’s idea of royal authority are key to understanding the difficulties faced by Charles in the first four years of his reign.’ Assess the validity of this view.
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Challenges to the arbitrary government of Charles I

Reactions against financial policies

The 1625 parliament

When Charles succeeded to the throne in 1625 he found the Treasury virtually empty as a result of his father’s frivolous spending. James had inherited a Crown debt of £400,000, and thought nothing of spending tens of thousands of pounds on his wardrobe or pensions for his Scottish followers at the Royal Court. These inherited financial problems led to confrontation between Charles and parliament when they first met:


•  When James died in 1625, he left a crown debt of over £1 million.

•  Charles asked for a loan of £60,000 from the City of London merchants.

•  When the House of Commons met, its members refused to grant Charles an excise tax, Tonnage and Poundage, for life. It was usually customary for a new monarch to be granted this tax.

•  Parliament offered to grant Charles Tonnage and Poundage for only one year, which contributed to his decision to dissolve parliament.



The 1626 parliament and prerogative rule

Desperate for money to continue his foreign policy ventures (see page 14), Charles called another parliament and faced similar problems:


•  Parliament refused to engage in debates over finance and instead attacked Buckingham, who was viewed with suspicion and had recently been involved in a number of foreign policy failures (see page 14).

•  Charles dissolved parliament and levied a forced loan on the gentry.

•  A number of gentry who refused to pay the loan were imprisoned, and five of them issued writs of habeas corpus.

•  The gentry involved in the so-called ‘Five Knights Case’ were told by the court that they had been detained by special command of the King, a decision that effectively approved royal tyranny.



Conflict over the Church

Charles demonstrated his close association with both Arminianism and Catholicism in a number of ways in the years 1625–29:


•  In 1625, the Arminian cleric Richard Montagu was defended by Charles when he argued that Calvinist beliefs were incompatible with the Church.

•  Montagu was appointed Charles’s personal chaplain.

•  A religious conference was held at the Duke of Buckingham’s home at York House in 1626. Arminians were pitted against the Puritan opposition and the conference only served to harden Charles’s religious views.

•  In 1626, Charles issued a proclamation that forbade the public discussion of sensitive religious topics.

•  The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Abbot, was suspended in 1627 for refusing to approve an Arminian sermon.

•  William Laud, the most influential of the Arminians, was appointed to the Privy Council in 1627 and a year later became Bishop of London.
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Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a limited amount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to add additional detail to the answer.


‘The main threats to the stability of Charles’s government in the years 1625 to 1629 were economic rather than religious.’ How far do you agree with this opinion?




[image: ]

Charles’s difficult relations with parliament demonstrate the fact that economic problems were at the heart of most major issues. From the beginning, Charles had disagreements with parliament over financial issues. Parliament refused to grant him the right to collect Tonnage and Poundage. Charles resorted to a forced loan in order to collect adequate revenue and this caused resentment from the political nation.
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[image: ]Introducing an argument

Below are a sample exam-style question, a list of key points to be made in the essay, and a simple introduction and conclusion. Read the question, the plan, the introduction and the conclusion. Rewrite the introduction and conclusion in order to develop an argument.


‘The main threats to the stability of Charles I’s government arose from financial problems.’ How far do you agree with this opinion?



Key points:


•  Economic inheritance

•  Charles’s relations with parliament

•  Charles’s personality and behaviour

•  Religious divisions

•  Charles’s advisers



Introduction:


[image: ]

In the years 1625 to 1629 Charles I’s government faced a number of problems. The financial problems faced ultimately led to Charles dissolving parliament in 1629.

[image: ]



Conclusion:


[image: ]

In conclusion, the main threats to Charles’s government resulted from the economic situation. There would have been no major threat to Charles’s government had it not been for the economic and financial situation in England.

[image: ]
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Buckingham and foreign policy

Charles involved England in the Thirty Years’ War on the Protestant side. His commander-in-chief was the Duke of Buckingham, who embarked on a number of foreign policy ventures, all of which ended in failure. The excessive influence of Buckingham over the King was one of the main grievances that ultimately led to the opposition attacking the King in the 1628 parliament.

The Mansfeld expedition

Shortly before his death in 1625, James sent troops to assist the Protestant commander Ernst von Mansfeld in the Holy Roman Empire. There was little military tradition in England as the country’s strength had always lain with her navy. Half of the troops, under the command of Buckingham, died of starvation and disease before they reached the battlefield. By the time the true extent of the disaster was clear, James was dead and Charles had to face the consequences.

The attack on Cadiz

Despite the failure of the Mansfeld expedition, Charles planned to continue the war. This led to the conscription of troops and the forced billeting of soldiers in people’s houses. The resulting attack on Cadiz, in Spain, failed for a number of reasons:


•  The chain of command was unclear and Spanish vessels were able to escape because the English were not given orders to stop them.

•  The English hesitated to attack Cadiz itself and mounted an assault on Fort Puntal.

•  When the English soldiers reached land they found themselves without water or food. Their commander allowed them to break into farmhouses to drink wine.

•  The Spanish treasure fleet, which Charles had hoped to capture at Cadiz, had been forewarned of the attack and was not in the area.



La Rochelle

When Charles summoned parliament in 1628, he was in desperate need of funds in order to continue with his foreign policy ventures. The attacks on Cadiz had been followed by a further deterioration in relations with the other major Catholic power, France.

Buckingham’s inept diplomacy led to war and a failed attempt to support a Protestant rebellion in La Rochelle in 1627. The recruits sent to France were of poor quality and lacked basic supplies. Around half of the 6,000 English soldiers sent to La Rochelle died when Buckingham besieged the town, and most of England blamed Buckingham directly for the disaster.
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Below is a sample A-level exam-style question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned the essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.


To what extent did Buckingham’s role in foreign policy result in the deterioration of relations between Charles and parliament in the years 1625–29?
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Below are a sample A-level essay exam-style question and a list of general points which could be used to answer the question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to reach a judgement about the importance of these general points to the question posed. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indicate their relative importance. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement, explaining why some of these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram could form the basis of an essay plan.


‘By attempting to become involved in the Thirty Years’ War, Charles’s credibility was fundamentally weakened.’ How far do you agree with this opinion?




1  Existing government debt

2  The economic cost of the war

3  The social cost of involvement in the war

4  Role of Buckingham

5  Conflicts with parliament
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___________________________

___________________________

___________________________
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Parliamentary radicalism, opposition to the King and the dissolution of parliament

The 1628 parliament

Parliament had tried to impeach Buckingham in the past, and Charles knew this was a possibility when he assembled parliament again in 1628. He demanded that he would work with parliament only if the members of the House of Commons did not attack Buckingham. Charles wanted to send another force to La Rochelle, despite the previous failures, and MPs, led by Sir John Eliot, insisted that their grievances be heard before taxes were granted.

The Petition of Right

Eliot and his allies, including Sir Edward Coke, John Selden and Sir Thomas Wentworth, prepared a carefully worded document, the Petition of Right, and presented it to Charles. Its clauses included the following:


•  There should be no imprisonment without trial and the decision made in the Five Knights Case should be reversed.

•  There should be no taxation without parliamentary consent.

•  Citizens should not be asked to pay forced loans.

•  The forced billeting of soldiers should not be allowed.

•  There should be no martial law.



The authors claimed that these rights had been enshrined in law centuries earlier, but Charles disagreed and initially refused to agree to the demands. Eventually, in June 1628, he agreed to the Petition, believing that he would be able to continue ruling as he had previously without repercussions. Parliament consented to the taxes asked for by Charles but also began to attack Buckingham once again. Charles promptly closed the parliamentary session.

The Three Resolutions

In August 1628, Buckingham was assassinated in Portsmouth by a disgruntled



•  A denouncement of Charles’s Arminian advisers.

•  A statement announcing that the levying of Tonnage and Poundage was unacceptable.

•  Those who paid Tonnage and Poundage were labelled as enemies of the kingdom.
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Exam focus (AS-level)
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Exam focus (A-level)
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