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There was once a little girl called Elizabeth. But she wasn

'

t  

just any little girl. She was a princess, and her grandparents  

were the king and queen of the United Kingdom!

Prince Albert and Princess Elizabeth 

celebrated the arrival of baby Elizabeth  

on 21 April 1926 in London. She was soon  

called “the world’s best-known baby”.

When her father and mother went to Australia 

and New Zealand on a royal visit, they were 

showered with 

PRESENTS

 for their daughter, 

and many children wrote her letters. 

Four years later, Elizabeth became a 

big 

SISTER

 to Princess Margaret.

Young Elizabeth








“Lilibet”, as Elizabeth’s family called her, was 

never meant to become queen. But over the 

years, lots of unexpected things happened. 

When Elizabeth was nine, her 

GRANDFATHER

, 

King George V, died and her Uncle Edward 

became king. But that winter, Elizabeth was 

writing up notes from her swimming lesson 

when she heard shouts outside. Her uncle 

Edward had given up the throne because he  

no longer wanted to be king! 

This meant that Elizabeth’s father was now king 

instead. Elizabeth rushed to tell Margaret, “When 

I’m older, I will be queen!”

Elizabeth’s Uncle Edward stopped being 

king because he wished to marry a lady 

called Wallis Simpson. But Wallis had 

already been 

MARRIED 

before, and it was 

against the rules for a king to marry 

someone who had been divorced. 

He chose 

LOVE    

over the crown! 








War, weddings and new arri

v

als

To cheer everyone up, Elizabeth and Margaret 

would put on 

PANTOMIMES

 at Windsor Castle at 

Christmas. Prince Philip of Greece, who Elizabeth 

later married, would watch them.

Back in London, the bombs had destroyed parts 

of Buckingham Palace. The princesses’ mother 

practised shooting a gun among the ruins in 

case of an 

INVASION

!

When the 

SECOND WORLD WAR

 began in 1939, 

Elizabeth and Margaret were sent to Windsor 

Castle to keep them safe. When air-raid sirens 

rang, warning that bombs might be dropped,  

they hid in cold, beetle-infested dungeons!

In 1936, Elizabeth’s father took the name 

King George VI. Then the 

FAMILY

 moved into 

Buckingham Palace.

Elizabeth may have been a princess, but like many other children her life  

changed when the Second World War began. It would be five long years. 








Their first child, Prince Charles, was born a 

year later. They had four children in all: Prince 

Charles, Princess Anne, Prince Andrew and 

Prince Edward.

After the war, Elizabeth and Prince Philip 

fell in love. They had a large wedding and 

were married in Westminster Abbey in 1947.

On 8 May 1945, the war ended! Elizabeth and 

Margaret joined everyone 

CELEBRATING

 in the streets. 

They even joined in with a dance called the conga!

Elizabeth wanted to help with the war effort. 

When she turned 18, she began training as 

a mechanic and ambulance driver to help 

injured soldiers. 








Becoming queen

On the day of the coronation, it 

was announced that climbers Sir 

Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay 

had reached the top of the tallest 

mountain in the world, Mount Everest. 

People were delighted, dressing up as 

MOUNTAINS

 and

TV 

sets!  

In 1952 King George VI was meant to go on tour to Africa,  

but he fell ill so Elizabeth and Philip went instead. While 

they were away, the King died on 6 February. Elizabeth 

was one of the last people in the world to know.

Lilibet was now Queen Elizabeth II.

Elizabeth’s

 CORONATION 

was in Westminster 

Abbey on 2 June 1953. Over 8,000 people 

attended, and because TV cameras were 

allowed in for the first time, many families 

bought TV sets especially for the occasion.

   

Elizabeth knew that one day she would 

 be queen, but she had no idea she  

would be only 

25

 when it happened!  








The coronation was shown around 

the 

WORLD

. A special plane even flew 

the film recording to Canada. People 

there were able to watch the event 

the day it actually happened!
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