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“And a great storm of wind arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him and said to him, "Teacher, do you not care if we perish?" And he awoke and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm."

Mark 4: 37-39
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“He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?’ And they were filled with awe, and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even wind and sea obey him?”

Mark, 4:40, RSV2CE.

We, the authentic followers of Jesus are traversing the sea of Galilee with Jesus sleeping in the back of our boat -who is our heart- that is subjected to fierce and stormy winds constantly sent by Satan in this dark world towards our boat to sink it through the waves of sin, and fear, and in this end of times the water entering from all sides is rapidly flooding our boat that could drown at any moment.

As seen in biblical contexts “Heavenly fierce winds” can be interpreted as a symbolic representation of powerful, divine forces or winds from the sky, often associated with judgment, change, or spiritual events.

We need to wake up Jesus who is sleeping in our hearts so He can help us by rebuking the winds (Mark 4:39), so they will cease, the sea will be peaceful, and our lives will be composed.

The winds of grace are blowing constantly, but we must raise the sail of our boat to release the winds of the Spirit.
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“And he said, “Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord.’ And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake”.

1 Kings 19:11, RSVCE.

In the Bible, strong winds are often used to symbolize God's power and presence. 

For example, in Acts 2:2, “a sound like a mighty rushing wind” is described as coming from heaven, signifying the arrival of the Holy Spirit.

In his article, Strong Winds Signify that Something is Happening: A Sermon, Fr. Stuart Higginbotham asserted that ‘we live in a time of strong winds, with storms raging around us. It seems that, politically, any goal of truly supporting the common good has been replaced by a cynical climate that seeks only the destruction of ‘the other’ in the cold pursuit of power. In social terms, we feel more divided than ever, and our obsession with social media, instant news and other distractions only exacerbates our feelings of loneliness and separation’. 

When Jesus first sent the disciples out in pairs, the author maintained- ‘He did it because He knew the challenges they would face, and He knew that they would need to hold one another accountable. He knew they would need to support each other in times of confusion and in times of raging storms. We are indeed living in strong winds today that seek to knock us off course and convince us that we should place our hope in the vainglory of a few human beings who crave power’. 
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But I know Higginbotham claimed- that ‘we worship the one who calms storms, and who are wary of those who blithely stir them up only to benefit themselves’. (2024. Mindful Church. contemplativereformation.blog).

The winds of the earth are stormy and destructive. 

The winds of heaven are lifting and transformative. A divine wind can take you higher to know the mysteries of God.

In addition to the blowing of natural winds, which certainly have a spiritual connotation - to teach us some important principle or show us some invisible reality, which can only be seen with the eyes of faith and the substance of the Word of God – ‘there is a Superior wind which is the wind of the Holy Spirit, which is supernatural. Meteorologically speaking, all four winds can't blow at the same time in the same place, but from what we have read in Ezequiel 37, we see that the Holy Spirit can do it, to impart life to something dead, dry, desert-like. Imagine how intense the wind of God can be! We also read in Numbers 11 that the wind of God brought something from heaven to earth, to meet a need. If we dare to seek God and like the prophet Ezequiel to release the wind of the Spirit, God can today release life into our dead circumstances and bring those things that we need! (Ritchie Pugliese, 2024. The Winds of God. What kind of wind is blowing through your life? academia.edu).
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“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting”.

Acts, 2:2, RSV2CE.

‘Divine interactions with the natural world convey deeper spiritual truths and lessons for daily life. Winds are indicators of Divine power and presence. Strong winds have been a symbol of both natural phenomena and spiritual insights within the Bible. Strong winds in the Bible also serve as rich metaphors for spiritual truths. Through various passages in the New Testament, winds are often associated with moments of divine intervention, trials, and teachings that carry significant spiritual importance. In the apocalyptic vision, winds are restrained, symbolizing divine intervention and protection from impending judgment or calamity. It reflects God's control over history and the assurance of protection for His people (Digital Bible, 2024, The Biblical Perspective on Strong Winds: A Thematic Exploration. Modern Topics. digitalbible.ca).

Angels are identified as “winds” according to the book of Hebrews as it is written: “Of the angels, He says, Who makes his angels winds, and his servant's flames of fire’. Are they, not all ministering spirits, sent forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?” (Hebrews 1:7 & 14). The angel stated that these were the miraculous winds that would begin to reverse the curse of the enemy and release many from the trap of the Fowler. These winds are introduced in the same way that the original bronze door was opened; by reaching forth with our arm of faith to access “Divine Grace” to function on our behalf in the provision set apart for this great day (Sandy Warner, 2015. The Winds of God. Excerpt from Bob Jones Winds.thequickenedword.com).
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“We live in a dark world, oppressed by the wealthy and powerful sons of Satan, that try to kill the baby Jesus that is being born within our hearts. However, if we look for our angelic company with all our heart and soul by being pure in body and mind, our guardian angels will be helping us with all their blessings in our lives. Prayer, goodness, and devotion to God will get us closer to our guardian angel and its guiding and constant protection. If we reject it through our sins, we will lose this invaluable and heavenly aid because our Father in Heaven respects our freedom of will” (Davalos, 2023, The Heavenly Guardian Angels. pp.14,16).
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“The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes; so, it is with every one who is born of the Spirit.”

John 3:8, RSV2CE.

Wind, metaphorically and word for word, is all over the Bible, it may represent several things, with positive connotations including the breath of God, divine interventions, inspirations, judgments, and even a change in seasons. However, it also takes on a more sinister nature when associated with Satan, painting a picture of chaos, confusion and destruction, associating Satan with destructive wind elements. The damaging wind reminds us of the chaos, pain, and adversity that Satan can bring into our lives. Satan's negative winds symbolize the trials, tribulations, and spiritual warfare that believers face. As Christians, we're expected to encounter gusts of Satan’s wind in our life journey, manifesting in the form of deception, discouragement, doubt, and numerous other negative impacts that jeopardize our spiritual well-being. However, within the destructive gusts of Satan's wind, we discover the promise of enduring hope and faith, reassured of God’s control over all earthly and spiritual realms (Digital Bible, 2023, Understanding The Biblical Symbolism Of Wind of Satan. Biblical Symbols. digitalbible.ca).
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The concept of ‘four winds’ also appears in Revelation, representing God's judgment and control over the world.

Adding more insights to this subject, God’s definitive control over these destructive earthly winds from Satan is mentioned in Revelation 7:1-3: “After this, I
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