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Man in the Middle: A Collection of Essays by a Red, White and Blue American

1.  Introduction: Why I Have Written These Essays
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There is no lack of authors who write social and political commentary which is basically what I’m doing here. The obvious question then is why have I written this collection of essays? Do I possess some unique ideas or approaches that others have not discussed or expressed in an either more fluid manner, a more engaging style or from a more educated standpoint?  I am sure that there are other writers who have more real-world experience when it comes to hard-core policymaking or societal improvement crusading.  I do think it is important to provide a brief explanation as to why I have undertaken this effort of composing fifty essays.  

The use of social media is now a primary way for public discourse to occur.  It is an outlet for communication which millions of Americans regularly access.  The ability for so many people to communicate with each other instantaneously is a recent technology that has become available to humanity.  It is truly amazing.  Billions of people around the globe now have access to express their opinions, whether these are well thought-out commentaries or impulsive responses.  My concern is that those who are controversial and loud, as well as those on the edge of the political spectrums, receive significant attention on social media.  Outrageous statements and proclamations, as is human nature, attract more viewers and readers (or followers) which lead to more advertising revenue for social media and online companies.  So, I do give social media organizations, such as Facebook and Google, some credit for attempting to police false statements and hate speech, but the truth is that there is a financial disincentive to significantly rein in the social media environment as it currently exists.  We find that in this environmental framework, those who are polite and address issues or political disagreements with a commonsense approach, do not get the level of attention as those who are loud and angry.  No, the voices of reason and calm are all too often drowned out in the hyped-up world of social media.  

Even the traditional media outlets from which Americans get their daily intake of news seem to be presenting news stories in a more biased format than in the past.  I would say Fox News sets the bar extremely low as far as the network’s performance in presenting news in an unbiased manner, per its constant right-wing rants.  However, MSNBC is not far behind with its leftist slant, and even CNN often shows its more Democrat leanings.  As I am writing this, I stop to pause to view a discussion on CNN about Governor Ron DeSantis of Florida flying Venezuelan migrants to Martha’s Vineyard in Massachusetts.  It becomes clear that the host and the Democrat strategist are on the same team against the sole Republican participant.  American news media outlets, pandering too often to one side of the political spectrum, do not sufficiently support the dissemination of objective facts and civil debate.  

I believe that the loud voices which seed distrust and turmoil on our political landscape do not represent most Americans who demonstrate in their daily lives that we are a fair-minded people.  Yes, the truth is that Americans cannot agree on much these days - whether it is to wear masks during the pandemic, to believe in climate change, and on even what our children should or should not learn in school.  I admit that we face intensive divisiveness in our nation on political issues, but there remains a basic ideal of fairness that most Americans share together.  Our democratic society has instilled in us a sense of fairness that, in my opinion, will be what guides us to reaffirming a culture of interactions that is based on reason, compassion, and compromise.  

I now return to the question as to why I set out to undertake this writing endeavor.  I will describe below a bit about myself to answer this question more completely, but primarily I am of the opinion that to successfully oppose the multiple angry voices that are being expressed right now, that it will take many of us choosing to communicate, through various methods, the need to adopt civility as we engage in social and political discourse.  A significantly larger number of citizens, than is currently the case, need to communicate a message of collaboration and cooperation to begin the process of addressing the bitter divisiveness in America.  We can back off the ledge of more divisiveness, and even violence, in our American society if we have a groundswell of insistence on mutual respect in our open political debates.  I am but one citizen, but my goal is to encourage many others to join in this civil discourse with an emphasis on “civil.”  We must collectively set an intention to treat others with dignity and respect in all communicative interactions.  

As far as what I think I can bring to the table in this pursuit of achieving more civility and peaceful coexistence for all in our free society, I do have, I think, a unique perspective that adds value to the discussion.  I am a North Carolinian with a New York, Jewish background.  I live in a southern town of mostly devout Christians, and I have learned to respect my differences from others when it comes to religion.  I am a Democrat who lives in a suburban (what used to be rural) mostly Republican, conservative town.  However, I work in the nearby city/metropolitan area that seems so increasingly liberal in its policies, that the culture appears to me to be intolerant of anyone but those on the extreme left.  I live where European whites are the majority, but in the city where I work (like other cities across the nation), there is a majority minority population, with African Americans and Hispanics in combination now outnumbering the number of white residents.  As with other metropolitan areas in our nation, the city in which I am employed is composed of racial, religious, and political characteristics that are strikingly different from the nearby suburbs.  It is not lost on me that I can drive a mere thirty to forty minutes and the population makeup can differ significantly from where I began my trip.  Indeed, I admit that where I reside, and the location where I work are geographic factors that have shaped my outlook and politics.  I work and live my life as both a member of majority and minority groups, depending on the situation and location.  

Based on my identity and experiences, I have developed a great desire to communicate the message to others that protecting minority rights is just not our moral imperative as Americans, but protecting minority rights is the act of protecting the rights of all citizens.  Let me explain.  We live in an ever-increasingly diverse society.  Each of us may experience even in the briefest of moments being the minority in the group.  This recognition at the individual level can lead to a more compassionate world in which we all play a role in protecting individual liberties.  What makes the United States such a unique and ethical society is that we have democratic rule by the majority, yet from our nation’s inception, there has been a moral emphasis on respecting the rights of minorities.  

My background and daily experiences have led me to have four core political approaches or beliefs that I endorse:

	Often both sides of the political spectrum have valid points in their arguments that all sides must concede.  

	Compromising on issues and coming to the political middle ground is the best way to create a free society in which everyone feels that they have been heard.  We take the reasonable arguments of both sides of an issue and come to a decision in which no one gets everything that they want, but a decision in which most get something, and hopefully everyone comes to understand (if not fully accept) the valid viewpoints of others.  

	As alluded to above, our Founding Fathers set up a unique governmental system in which we have the rule of the majority through free elections, but we also place a deep emphasis on individual freedoms.  Our Constitution is the closest written document, in my opinion, to a perfect guide for creating a free and just society.  However, without our nation’s citizens throughout our history standing up to protect this free way of life, this most revered document would simply exist as a two-hundred-year-old printed intention of liberty – a theoretical dream of freedom that never actually blooms to fruition.  All Americans have a sacred responsibility to ensure the continued adherence to our Constitution and governmental systems created by our Founding Fathers.  

	The safety of all citizens (and families) is essential for the functioning of a free society.  This includes physical safety from outside threats (national security), as well as safety from local crime.  I would say it also includes access to housing, health care, and safe transportation.  Citizens and governmental representatives must work together to create a safe environment for everyone.  Safety is essential for our society to exist, and it is the foundational brick holding up our inalienable rights, as stated in our Declaration of Independence, to “...life, liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” (Kamps 36).  


My middle-of-the-road, compromising approach to societal problem-solving is why I refer to myself so often as a “man in the middle. “  We can move past blue and red state divisions to re-establish our Founding Fathers’ ideal of a “United States of America.”  We have a history of uniting under our flag with its red, white, and blue colors.  The pride that countless Americans have experienced when putting their hands over their hearts, pledging their allegiance to our red, white, and blue flag, comes from that almost sacred understanding that our nation at its core is just, good, and bound in liberty.  Thus, my contention is that we should not think of America as separate red or blue states, but view them collectively as “red, white and blue” states.  We can do this and silence any troublesome talk of civil war and prevent any future acts of insurrection.  This is my explanation as to why I consider myself to be a “red, white and blue” American.  The American ideal is one of looking toward the future with the most positive intentions.  This can be seen in President Biden’s continued message and recent statement (“Remarks by President Biden on Bidenomics”) that, “America’s best days are ahead of us, not behind us.”  This positive American vision has always crossed party lines as with President Reagan’s common reference to “the shining city on a hill.”  We must all do our part to ensure this future of peace and prosperity for all Americans.  It is this American idealism and pride when we look at our red, white, and blue flag with its promise of freedom for all, that we can collectively embrace.  

One of my historical heroes is President Abraham Lincoln who led our nation through the bloody and costly U.S. Civil War.  There are those who say that the United States has not been so divided as it is today since those dark days in the early 1860s.  President Lincoln, from my perspective, not only worked closely with the United States military to ensure victory in the war but provided the guidance necessary to ensure that the national identity of our relatively young nation remained intact.  Maintaining our collective, national vision was no small feat, I argue, during and soon after a time when our nation was being ravaged with internal war.  President Lincoln’s sincere communicative approach with the American people, in my opinion, solidified an American theme that our national love of freedom and democracy must always trump any intense political disagreement of the day.  

Now, I do view my opinions as politically moderate – more liberal on social issues with a more conservative approach on economic and safety issues.  However, some may consider a given opinion of mine as too far left or too far right to be on the middle of the political spectrum.  I would encourage others to grade me as they wish.  My primary goal is not to defend that all of my arguments or rationales always fall on the exact middle of the political spectrum, but to be part of a greater civil discourse that will lead to outcomes reached through compromise.  Typically, decisions that come about through the democratic process of compromise are somewhere close to the middle ground based on the very nature of negotiation, but not always.  When we live in a world of such polar opposite viewpoints, this process of give and take is the key to creating a more unified, peaceful society.  Normalizing this process is the goal.  We want to establish (or re-establish) a culture of compromise that leads to agreements that are not exactly down the political middle, but that all sides can live with so that we can all co-exist in relative peace.  

In closing my introduction, I want to encourage others who have been afraid to speak out for fear of aggressive reaction from those who thrive in divisiveness, to step forward.  I certainly must be honest in admitting that I have been in this group, often hesitating to speak out for fear of disapproval or rejection.  It seems at first that it is easier to stay quiet rather than make waves, but then we experience that continual inner calling to stand up for what is right.  At some point, we come to the realization that to achieve inner peace, we must speak up and take non-violent, but resolute action.  As more of us voice the need for middle-of-the-road approaches, those on either side of the political spectrum will get aggressive.  However, our collective of moderate voices can offset these uncivil communications and, sadly at times, calls for violence which are threats to our American way of life.  

The very idea of our Freedom of Speech in our Constitution’s Bill of Rights establishes the basic right to free political expression (Kamps 61, 66).  Now, this does not mean that others do not have the right to strongly argue and debate in opposition to our opinions, but that the exchange of ideas should occur with some level of civility and certainly without any fear of violent reactions.  We seem to have forgotten a key component of our democratic system, which is that after intense debate, we all come together as Americans committed to protecting every citizen’s right to disagree with one another.  This final step after the highly emotional verbal confrontations is what has been missing recently in our civil interactions.  

One of my favorite movies is The King’s Speech.  It was such an inspirational, biographical account of someone who had to overcome an embarrassing speech impediment (stuttering) in order to have his voice heard by the world.  The movie provides a general historical account of King George of Great Britain overcoming his challenge through perseverance and the right support, so he could communicate effectively to his people.  King George’s leadership, though ceremonial, was desperately needed at a time when the British people were facing the fascist threat of Hitler during World War II.  One of my favorite lines from the movie was during a back-and-forth argument the king was having with his speech therapist and friend, Lionel Logue (The King’s Speech).  Mr. Logue virtually shouts to King George the question (paraphrasing), “Why should anyone listen to you?” The king responded emphatically (paraphrasing), “Because I have a voice,” (The King’s Speech).   

Regardless of our “standing” in society based on economics, education, or social status, all of us should feel empowered to share our voices with the world.  Through these essays, this is my way to express and share my voice.  
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2.  We Must Stop Hate Against Asian Americans
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The COVID-19 Pandemic and the Rise of Hate Against Asian Americans

As a proud American of Jewish descent, I definitely feel a kinship with Asian Americans who have experienced verbal and disgusting, physical attacks against their community.  These attacks increased significantly after the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic with many blaming Asian Americans for the virus that began in a marketplace in Wuhan, China.  First, there is plain ignorance by people, who can’t quite grasp that it was solely the government of China that certainly was negligent in not doing more to warn the world about COVID.  Individual citizens should not be blamed for this lack of governmental action.  These Chinese governmental leaders should have worked directly with the WHO (World Health Organization) and should have taken immediate steps, such as closing down the borders of their nation, as soon as possible, once they realized the death and illness that COVID-19 caused.  China is still a very repressive governmental regime that puts order, control and narrative over open communication or honesty.  

It shouldn’t be that much of a mental stretch for everyone to understand that the citizens of China and especially Chinese Americans, who are not Chinese citizens, are not to blame for the suffering caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Particularly, blaming Chinese Americans many of whom are members of families who have been citizens of the United States for multiple generations is ridiculous.  I do compare this behavior to Jews being attacked in America for disagreement over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  The only difference for me is that I in no way compare the Israeli government, which is overall a democracy, to the totalitarian regime with state supported capitalism that is modern-day China.  I do concede that Jews in America can be very pro-Israel, but to say that we are part of the Israeli government is not accurate.  Certainly, treating Chinese Americans, whose families escaped from a repressive Chinese government, as representatives of that Chinese government is not logical.  It is simply not the case.  Many of us Jews living in America, as with Asian Americans, are from families who are multi-generational proud Americans.  Jews who live in the United States are first and foremost Americans just as those of Asian descent are also citizens of the United States.  The bias against certain groups who are just as American as any other group who has lived in the United States for generations is evident.  How often are Americans of Russia or Western European ancestry verbally or physically attacked because of disagreements with the actions of these governments?  It does not happen because white Americans are simply viewed as “true Americans,” while too often bias comes into play with assigning racial minorities to their ancestral home.  

A good example of this ingrained prejudice can be seen when President Trump during his administration commented that four minority Congresswomen should basically return to their home nations and fix those places.  The former president described these nations as “corrupt,” “broken” and “crime infested” (Cummings).  Of course, except for one Congresswoman, these legislators were born in the United States.  Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Ayanna Pressley, and Rashida Tlaib are all American-born citizens.  Only Ilhan Omar was born in Somalia but has been a United States citizen since 2000.  This sort of basic stereotyping is wrong and dangerous and in the case of Asian Americans, it has led to horrific acts of not only harassment, but violence.  A note here that while I commend President Trump for some accomplishments (such as his focus on job creation and passing criminal justice reform), one key responsibility of the president that Mr. Trump miserably failed at, is to communicate to the citizenry that we are a nation of immigrants.  It is so important for us as Americans to truly celebrate our great diversity and not use it as a tool for division and hate.  

I must make an appropriate disclaimer in my statements of being sensitive as a Jew to mistreatment of Asian Americans.  I am not an Orthodox or Conservative Jew, so I do not go through my daily life wearing a yarmulke.  Unless someone asks, for the most part, I am viewed by the world as a Caucasian American of European descent.  I may never fully comprehend what it feels like to be Asian or African American, but I do my best to realize that Americans from these groups have and do face mistreatment because there is no hiding one’s race.  

Now, regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, I gather in addition to simple-mindedness and ignorance of some, what we see here is more of an excuse to hate.  People who are racists and bigots see any opportunity, such as the COVID-19 crisis and pounce on the excuse to hate others who are different.  In this case Chinese Americans are the victims.  Our leaders have been far too careless when it comes to publicly blaming China for this virus.  Again, the Chinese government shoulders a great deal of blame, but comments by our former president, referring to the COVID-19 virus in slang derogatory terms (I will not repeat them here) is not acceptable.  During the Pennsylvania Senate race, I even saw a statement from Dr. Oz blaming China for the COVID-19 pandemic (Chan).  It is fair to call out the Chinese government, but our leaders must go further to explain that Chinese Americans are just that – Americans and are not in any way to blame for this horrible disease.  

It should be noted that those blaming Asian Americans for COVID-19 with their warped logic don’t recognize that Asian Americans have ancestry from a variety of Asian nations, not just China.  Many Americans are of Japanese, Korean, Filipino and Vietnamese descent.  Furthermore, a fact that I had to be corrected on (my apologies) is that Indian Americans are considered in the Asian category of nations as well, known as “South Asian Americans.”  I’m sure those wanting to blame the Chinese for COVID, would assume anyone with Asian ancestry to be open for verbal or even physical assault.  These hatemongers aren’t checking to see if the victim of their hate is Japanese or Filipino, they just want to hate. Our population needs more education on Asian American cultures and histories.  I am not arguing for some type of extreme leftist diversity training that requires all white people to accept that they are “oppressors,” but that some recognition that bias and hatred against Asian Americans does exist and needs to be effectively addressed and eradicated.  We should emphasize messaging that incorporates the American “melting pot” ideal that citizens of the U.S. are of many races, ethnicities, and cultures.  We need to accept all as true Americans.  I want to stipulate that most Americans are accepting of others who are different from themselves.  However, we need more of a public education emphasis on morality to quiet those voices calling for repulsive acts of violence to be committed against our fellow American citizens.  I am in favor of getting tougher on criminals who engage in hate crimes, particularly those involving acts of physical violence.  

We must all do our fair share to stop the violence against Asian Americans.  It is simply and purely racism.  It is appalling and disgusting that even in metropolitan areas that so often are havens of diversity, such as San Francisco and New York City, that Asian Americans have been gruesomely attacked.  This violence is particularly disheartening when we are seeing senior citizens who are physically fragile being brutally beaten.  It must stop.  Along with educational campaigns in our schools and in our workplaces, community events that focus on Asian cultures could promote more tolerance.  Any organized or even informal, social interactions between Asian Americans and other Americans could be helpful in replacing hate with compassion.  I am not naïve enough to think that a few community events can turn every person who holds hate in her or his heart to become best friends with an Asian American, but some people will change, I contend.  Also, the coming together of everyone who supports the Asian American community may dissuade those who seek to commit acts of hatred.  As the saying goes, “there is strength in numbers.”  

The United States Imprisoning Japanese Americans during World War II

I think a brief discussion of hatred against Asian Americans is not complete without providing some information on how Americans of Japanese descent were treated after the nation of Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on December 7th, 1941.  Performing some generic research led me to discover that approximately 120,000 American men, women and children of Japanese ancestry were forced into concentration camps, known as “internment camps,” during World War II by the United States government (Niiya).  These Americans were forced from their homes and lives in the spring of 1942 due to an unjustified panic that they would spy for the Japanese government or assist Japan in coordinating an invasion of the West Coast of the United States.  I must provide an overall apology to the Japanese American community, both for this past atrocity carried out by our government and to a somewhat lesser degree, the fact that I really was somewhat ignorant about the internment camps that Japanese Americans were placed in during World War II.  

Reading about fellow Americans who were forced to leave their property and lives sometimes within just a few days is mortifying.  The descriptions that Americans of Japanese descent have shared on their experiences on having to leave their homes with no more than what they could carry with them, communicate great feelings of anguish and desperation.  As a huge Star Trek fan, I have been following George Takei’s (who played Mr. Sulu on the original Star Trek television show) career for many years.  His talent, humor and humanity have kept him in the spotlight throughout the decades.  As a gay, Asian American, Mr. Takei is a role model for anyone navigating the difficult road that minorities often face when showing their true selves to the world.  I recommend to anyone who wishes to get a first-hand account of what it was like for these families to be forced to leave their homes due to overwhelming racism to watch Mr. Takei’s Ted Talk that is available on YouTube (Takei).  Mr. Takei’s great communication skills adeptly describes how as a small child, he, his parents, and siblings were forced to leave his California home and travel on a train of all things (reminiscent in my mind to how Jews were taken in mass to concentration camps in Eastern Europe) to their internment camps run by the United States government.  A new federal agency, the War Relocation Authority, was tasked with relocating Japanese Americans to the interior of the nation, away from the West Coast to these camps.  These internment camps provided very meager living conditions in barrack-style housing units that our fellow American citizens were forced to endure from 1942 until the end of the war in early 1946 (“Japanese American Incarceration”).  

George Takei’s description of United States military personnel coming to his home and instructing the family that they had to leave their home is heartbreaking.  His mother was in tears as she exited their home with his baby sister.  They were taken by train to live in essentially a prisoner camp with barbed wire surrounding them with soldiers guarding the camp carrying guns.  When the Japanese Americans were released after the war, they had nothing.  Their property had been taken from them and they had to begin their lives again.  Mr. Takei described how his family had to start over and they were penniless.  His family lived on Skid Row in Los Angeles experiencing horrid living conditions because as with other Japanese Americans in this situation, they were not able to hold onto their homes and businesses while in federal custody.  There are some stories of white Americans (I would say real Americans) who helped their Japanese neighbors by renting out their homes or helping with their businesses while the Japanese Americans were held in these camps, but most Japanese Americans lost everything and had to start over after the war.  

The fact that so many Americans of Japanese descent succeeded after the war when discrimination against them was so prevalent, is a testament to their commitment to hard work and the American way of life.  I come back now to the third decade in the twenty-first centuries when we are witnessing such violent acts against Asian Americans during the COVID-19 pandemic.  I can’t get out of my mind how Asian American senior citizens in places which traditionally have promoted acceptance and diversity, like the states of California and New York, have been attacked without warning.  It is just barbaric.  I call upon my fellow Americans and our leaders to come together in one voice of unity to proclaim that hatred and violence against Asian Americans will not be tolerated.  

Asian American Contributions to the World

I want to conclude this essay by discussing just a few of the many Asian Americans who have made tremendous contributions to our society and the world.  First it is important to mention (as Mr. Takei did in his Ted Talk) the 442nd Regiment of Japanese Americans in the U.S. Army who signed up to fight in World War II.  As their fellow countrymen were being unjustly held in internment camps, these brave Americans were quickly becoming known for their heroic feats, including helping to liberate French cities from the Nazis (Takei).  

The contributions of Asian Americans to science and technology are numerous and varied.  I will mention three giants in science here, but I encourage readers to explore on their own the many Asian Americans who have made our world brighter due to their work.  

First, Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar was an Indian American astrophysicist who won the Noble Prize for Physics with William A. Fowler for his research on the composition and life cycle of stars.  He joined the faculty at the University of Chicago in 1937 after attending university in India and at the University of Cambridge in England.  Born in India, he became an American citizen in 1953.  He trained as a physicist at Presidency College in Madras, India which is notable as his work involved a collaboration of both astronomy and physics.  His work proved that white dwarf stars which are stars at the final stage of their active lives have an upper limit to how large they can get before exploding or turning into black holes.  This finding is now known as the Chandrasekhar Limit.  The Chandra X-Ray Observatory, named for this great scientist, was launched in orbit around the Earth in 1999.  It can track x-ray emissions from very hot areas of the universe so that exploded stars, black holes, dark matter, and other astronomical environments can be imaged and studied.  The satellite is operated by the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory in Cambridge, Massachusetts which collects data from Chandra and provides it to scientists for study.  Please visit the website https://chandra.harvard.edu for more information on the Chandra X-Ray Observatory and the exciting, breakthrough information it is collecting on our universe.  Additional information on Dr. Chandrasekhar can be found at multiple websites, including The Nobel Prize website  www.nobelprize.org/prizes/physics/1983/chandrasekhar/facts/.  These websites for the Chanra X-Ray Observatory and The Nobel Prize provided me with extensive biographical facts that I detailed above about this Asian American scientist who gave so much to his field and the world.  

A second great scientist that I wanted to highlight is Chien-Shiung Wu who was known as the “First Lady of Physics” (“Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu”).  Dr. Wu was a physicist who was born in China in 1912 but came to the U.S. in 1936 where she obtained her PhD in Physics from the University of California at Berkley.  She was a professor for many years at Columbia University in New York City.  Dr. Wu worked on the Manhattan project that developed the atomic bomb.  Also, her work led to improved Geiger counters to detect radioactivity levels.  Dr. Wu was part of a team that won a Nobel Prize in 1957 for work on beta decay in which her experiment proved that identical nuclear particles do not always behave the same.  The other two scientists on the team, who were men, were named as recipients of the award, but she was not publicly recognized (“Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu”).  This lack of proper recognition displayed the widespread discrimination that women faced in the workplace during this time.  Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu must be properly praised not only for her tremendous contributions to humanity’s scientific knowledge, but for overcoming limitations that Asian Americans and women faced for most of the twentieth century.  Indeed, Dr. Wu was truly an American pioneer in science and, I would say, a hero in civil rights.  Please visit the website https://ahf.nuclearmuseum.org/ahf/profile/chien-shiung-wu/ for more information about Dr. Wu and her tremendous contributions to science.  This website for the Atomic Heritage Foundation provided a significant portion of the biographical information on Dr. Wu’s heroic rise in the science world that I discuss above.  

Yes, there are many other Asian American and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander (AANHPI) individuals who have contributed so much to science.  It is challenging to pick only three out of so many great Asian American scientific professionals to highlight but given our world’s crisis in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, I did want to include Dr. Peter Tsai.  Dr. Tsai is a Taiwanese American inventor who has a doctorate in material science (U.S. Embassy Tbilisi).  He invented and patented the synthetic fabric used to make N95 mask filters (U.S. Embassy Tbilisi).  Of course, the N95 mask became critical to protecting millions of people from contracting the COVID-19 virus.  I just think it is fitting to mention Peter Tsai’s contribution given the anti-Asian hate that surfaced with the COVID-19 pandemic.  It should be noted that Dr. Tsai came out of retirement in 2020 to help with the pandemic by researching ways to sterilize the masks (U.S. Embassy Tbilisi).  He undertook this effort to help protect medical professionals who were reusing masks due to limited supplies.  I would encourage anyone interested in getting a better insight into this great American to visit the web site https://www.taiwaneseamerica.org (search “N95” or “Kathy and Connie Tsai”) and read the article, “Our Dad Invented the N95 Mask:  Our Taiwanese American Story,” written by his daughters Kathy and Connie Tsai.  

Closing

The list of Asian Americans contributing to our society is extensive and includes work in the realm of politics, sports, journalism, etc.  One can look to Tiger Woods the golf legend as one of the world’s greatest athletes whose diverse background includes Chinese, as well as Thai ancestry.  Lisa Ling is a famous journalist and hosts This is Life with Lisa Ling on CNN.  I am in awe of her unmatched ability to connect with those she is interviewing, as well as her tremendous talent in communicating the human story in each of her pieces to her audience.  Finally, I do want to mention that our current United States Vice President, Kamala Harris is both the first woman and person of Asian descent (her parents were Indian and Jamaican) to hold this esteemed, high public office.  

The list goes on and on of Asian Americans who have contributed so much to our nation and our world.  I am personally thankful to Asian Americans who have shared so much of their traditional cultures with the rest of us.  These cultural gifts include their diverse and sophisticated cuisines (more sushi please), their teachings on achieving inner peace (mindfulness meditation, Yoga and Tai chi come to mind) and their emphasis on achievement through simple hard work.  What the COVID-19 pandemic showed us is that while we have made strides in creating a society that ensures Americans of all backgrounds and races are treated with equality and respect, we still have a long way to go.  Asian Americans have demonstrated, time and time again, their dedication to the American way of life that consists of working hard, supporting our democratic values, and treating others with fairness.  They are true Americans who set the example for others to emulate, whether they are newcomers to our nation or are citizens whose families have lived in the United States for multiple generations.  All Americans need to stand in unity during this critical time when Asian Americans need us most to reject and defeat Asian hate.  
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3.  Self-Driving Vehicle Systems:  The Answer to Dangerous Roadways?
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The other day I was driving to work, and I was stopped in traffic on a road that intersects with a major four-lane highway that proceeds into the city.  At the time of morning that I typically travel on this road, there is traffic, but being stopped for so long on this road, I had assumed there must have been an accident.  When I finally got closer to the traffic light at the intersection, I discovered there was an issue with the traffic lights.  I quickly realized that for the traffic on my road, the light was flashing red for us to stop before entering the primary highway (typically drivers turn right to head into the City on the highway).  The traffic flowing through on the highway had a flashing yellow light.  

Obviously, this flashing light system is the default when there is a malfunction with the traffic light system, but on an intersection like this, it was just a horrendous series of accidents waiting to happen.  Simply because of the volume of traffic traveling into the city with people going to work, it was extremely dangerous to pull into the intersection.  None of the traffic on the main highway was slowing down at all through the yellow light.  When it was my turn, I thought I had plenty of time with the tractor trailer approaching from a reasonable distance away, but when I pulled out, I realized I had to accelerate very quickly.  The truck driver of course ignored the yellow light and did not slow down at all, and he continued to come toward me traveling in my lane at a speed well above the posted speed limit.  This was extremely frustrating given he could have avoided rapidly approaching me by easily moving into the left-hand lane that was empty.  I was able to speed up quickly enough, but not without quite a fright at 6:45 on a Tuesday morning.  

It comes to mind whether this would be a situation in which an advanced, integrated system of vehicles communicating with each other per a type of internet (or intranet) system would work better.  The vehicles and lights could all be connected into one integrated system.  If the lights malfunctioned, the system would take over and process the vehicles in an orderly way through the intersection.  Better yet, as some futurists envision, a transportation system could be developed in the far-off future in which all vehicles would be fully autonomous and linked through an advanced communications network.  One of the many benefits of such a system is that the need for stop lights and traffic signals would be eliminated.  

Everyone has their own personal opinions and experiences while driving, but I think it is quite evident that as society has opened back up after the peak of the pandemic, our roadways are more dangerous than they ever have been.  People are impatient and short-tempered.  Serious accidents have increased throughout the past few years.  The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration provides an estimated figure of 42,915 fatalities in the United States for 2021 (“Early Estimates”).  That is quite a large number of needless deaths.  Unfortunately, we have traded safety for speed and convenience.  As a society that cares about the health of our citizens, this trade-off must be reversed.  Safety needs to come first and foremost, not convenience.  Many argue that self-driving cars will save lives.  Let us take a brief look at what options are being proposed.

––––––––
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Technology Is the Key to Improving Vehicle Safety

I am a layperson when it comes to this technology, but my understanding is that the ability of a vehicle to drive independently of a human driver is measured in the industry on a scale from zero to five, with five being a level at which a vehicle can drive itself with no human interaction (Dow).  Tesla is a leader in this pursuit.  The company’s technology as far as its self-driving ability truly is amazing, but even these cars are not level five self-driving.  A quick review in early 2023 on YouTube can provide one with a real-world, point-of-view experience of driving a Tesla with the latest driver-assist technology.  It really is a system where on an open road that is clearly marked, the computer system is able to maintain the vehicle with little assistance, however, the driver does in various circumstances have to take over and assist.  It appeared that in a local road situation with many obstacles like buildings, other vehicles moving in a variety of directions and pedestrians, that the driver really needs to be more manually driving the vehicle rather than using the auto-driving function.

We are not there yet with self-driving cars being fully autonomous and some say this type of world is years away (Winton).  Tesla seems to be the most optimistic in always proclaiming that in the near future we will truly achieve full vehicle autonomy, but others say the level of ability for an automated driving system to replace a human is in reality decades away.  

There are a variety of ideas out there and the beginnings of some testing that show improvements can be made in the next decade or so.  Tesla’s tunnel plan involving self-driving cars take passengers in underground tunnels quickly from one area of a city to another is happening now in Las Vegas.  They are planning a tunnel system that will take passengers to stops throughout the city.  Currently, riders are able to avoid a forty-five-minute walk across the Convention Center area by instead taking a two-minute ride in the tunnel in a Tesla (Mihalascu).  The vehicles do have drivers, so this is not a driverless system, but there are plans for such an autonomous system in the future.  Perhaps this is the future of self-driving transportation in which passengers travel along a segregated self-driving environment without other vehicles driven by people.  The goal is to have this system in Las Vegas throughout the city to provide stops at several locations.  

One current transition challenge as we hopefully move away from mostly human driving to a large-scale self-driving system is the confusion that having both types of modes on the same roadways at the same time can cause.  We are already seeing differences in how semi-autonomous vehicles perform compared to vehicles that are controlled solely by human drivers.  Traveling distances between vehicles, braking behavior and even the speed of vehicles can be very different between the different driving modes.  So, as with the Tesla tunnel format, an initial transition to all self-driving vehicles may involve setting up segregated areas of cities that would only allow self-driving cars.  I realize a lot of people are opposed to having a transportation system in which humans are totally taken out of the loop.  I do agree with this concern, somewhat, of giving up control, but if we can reduce traffic fatalities, accidents and reduce congestion, fully autonomous vehicle systems should be the future of vehicular transportation.  The question is when will this technology be perfected?  Yes, a truly autonomous, self-driving system may be years away, but I like the idea of setting up smaller geographic oases in which only self-driving cars are allowed.  This approach would allow a gradual transition as more and more self-driving vehicle areas are set up throughout the nation.  

When we think about the split-second decisions we make when driving, it is understandable that it would take an advanced artificial intelligent system for vehicles to safely travel on their own given the current traffic and roadway systems.  The car pulling out right in front of us and the child chasing a ball into the street require immediate decision-making that computer systems are not capable of at this point.  Per a YouTube video, a Tesla driver shows the viewers how he had to take over while traveling on a highway so his vehicle could accelerate fast enough given the tractor trailer coming up quickly behind him (of course he was honked at by the truck driver who insisted the Tesla driver speed up) (Brownlee 05:40-05:47).  When one thinks about all the variety of issues that can arise while driving, such as navigating entering a busy intersection or how to travel safely on a rainy or snow-covered roadway, we realize how much mental energy is involved.  The human mind is still the best judge on the road.  

At this point, I do favor a system of integration and cooperation in which smart technology on every vehicle works with an active driver to greatly reduce vehicular accidents.  We want both the vehicle driver-assist program to reduce human error, but we also need the human driver to take over in situations in which a driver-assist program is unable to safely navigate a given driving environment.  One concern that may always be evident when we are talking about technology is the tremendous dangers involved if a vehicle’s technology malfunctions.  Particularly when we are talking about computer technology that increasingly is used in all facets of our life including vehicles, drivers must have the ability to take over when the vehicle computer or computer system has a glitch.  If a self-driving vehicle begins traveling in an erratic manner, then the human driver must have the ability to immediately intercede and take over the driving function.  In addition, with more technology and interconnectedness between computers, as we experience on the Internet, we know we will always have to be ready to defend against hackers’ ill intentions to disrupt the system.  The chance is always there that computer viruses can cause real world issues in such proposed vehicle driving systems.  When our home desktop or laptop gets a virus, it can be a real headache, but nothing life threatening occurs.  If a vehicle or interconnected vehicle system gets a virus through the computer system(s), then lives can be put in danger.  Yes, in the foreseeable future, there are some technological and engineering issues, both on the vehicles and on the design of our roadways, that will have to be addressed to achieve a purely self-driving vehicle environment that is completely safe.  Until that day, I favor a collaborative co-existence in which the vehicle driving system and the driver keep a check on each other to ensure safety for everyone on our roadways.

Self-Driving Vehicle Wish List for the Near Future

What is my wish list for the near future?  It is evident there are many challenges that I have no doubt will be mostly solved by minds, such as Elon Musk and other great scientists, engineers and car experts that will lead to a much safer driving experience with artificial intelligence technology.  I would like to submit my wish list for what I want to see in the next five to ten years as being standard features on all new vehicles.  

Yes, one of my hopes is that any current technological glitches are worked out so that they work well in a hybrid system (driver-assist technology with a human driver working together).  We do see some warning systems included as features on some new vehicle models, such as the driver hearing a warning sound or feeling a vibration from the steering wheel if the vehicle is close to crashing into the vehicle in front of it, or if the vehicle is straying from its lane.  I would like to see all cars with automated braking systems that will stop the car for the driver to avoid a crash.  Drivers really do need this additional assistance and all travelers on the roads need this additional protection.  

It would be a tremendous help in improving roadway safety if lane assist technology, that some vehicles already have, becomes standard on all new vehicles.  Vehicles colliding with each other due to head-on collisions on two-lane roads make such technology indispensable.  I’d like to see all vehicles come with lane assist technology to both prevent vehicles from straying into other lanes and to prevent crashes during lane changes due to blind spot situations.  This help with blind spots really is needed.  I have made it such a habit in my driving practice to check and then double check before changing lanes to ensure I’m not driving into another vehicle.  As our roadways have become more congested, the issue of one vehicle changing lanes and the driver mistakenly not seeing a vehicle already in the lane is a real safety concern.  Also, I’ve noticed while driving on multi-lane highways, that not only do I have to ensure that there is not a vehicle already in the lane that I am planning to move into, but I also realize that I have to scan very actively to ensure another vehicle from another lane is not attempting to move into the lane that I am about to merge into at the same time.  This lane departure, prevention technology is also necessary for two-lane roads to prevent the tremendous danger of vehicles colliding head-on into one another.  I have had multiple close calls, especially lately, in which the oncoming vehicles are simply traveling much too fast given the curve the driver is attempting to navigate.  In these situations, drivers are too often demanding their vehicles perform in a manner that from a basic physics standpoint allows very little room for error.  Their cars are traveling too fast given sharp road curves and the legitimate concern is the drivers will be unable to keep their vehicles in their lane, and thus will collide head-on with the vehicles coming towards them.  Of course, in most cases the driver slows down at the last second or barely manages to maintain the vehicle in their lane, but increasingly this issue is a real concern with the current day environment of excessive speeding.  We really do need more technological assistance to prevent accidents in these situations.  

I also envision standard anti-tailgating technology in which a vehicle’s driver assist system will simply ensure that the vehicle will not follow the vehicle in front of it at an unsafe distance (too closely).  It seems that the safe following distance that can be set on some vehicles’ cruise control systems can become an open area for other vehicles to merge into which, in effect, triggers the car’s assist system to slow down and adjust the distance behind the new vehicle in front of it.  Of course, a driver in a vehicle following the vehicle with the safe-following distance program, which probably is actively following too closely anyway, must continually react more.  This is where it is clear to me that there must be some standardization of driver-assist programs among all vehicles on the road so that traveling can be more synchronized.  The current environment in which we have vehicles with driver-assist programs sharing the road with exclusively manually driven cars does not work well together.  If all cars are equipped with safe-following distance assistance, then proper spacing can be more easily achieved between vehicles.  All cars having standard technology that results in all vehicles on the roadway reacting in the same way is needed.  

Finally, I’d like to see a very effective and responsive, automatic speed adjustment system standard on all vehicles that adjusts vehicles’ speeds due to environmental conditions.  Such a driver assistance system would prevent vehicles from traveling too fast for current road conditions, whether vehicles are traveling on wet, icy, or snow-covered roads.  I witness on a regular basis that a large number, if not the majority, of drivers attempt to drive at the same speed when it rains as they do on dry, sunny days when driving conditions are optimal.  The hope is that technology can be developed to prevent accidents caused by vehicles traveling too fast for poor road conditions due to weather activity.  The goal is safer traveling during inclement weather.  Another aspect of this comprehensive safety system could possibly include technologically enhanced “smart” tires that could monitor the wetness (and slickness) of the road surface.  This information could be shared and sensed by the vehicle’s computer so that the vehicle speed would automatically be adjusted to improve safety.  This type of system is desperately needed.  It seems almost every time we have rainy or inclement weather, the accidents in my area just pile up.  The reason is that drivers refuse to slow down.  We need technology to help with this dangerous situation to correct for the fact that people too often refuse to slow down and drive safely.  I contend that when drivers do not take responsibility, then we need to limit some of their independence on the roadways for the common good and safety of the populace.  

Closing

As our roads get more congested with more vehicles and people, it will be increasingly necessary to seek technological solutions to create a safer environment for all citizens traveling on our roadways.  In the immediate future, planners, road engineers and car companies all need to work together to create a transportation system that significantly reduces car fatalities and accidents.  In my opinion, with the current state of inattentive and aggressive driving that is increasingly the norm, we need to develop and implement new technologies as soon as possible to compensate for human failures.  We need technologies that will result in lower vehicle speeds (I will talk more about speeding prevention later in this work), the elimination of dangerous tailgating, and safer vehicular travel during inclement weather situations.  Our families and especially our children depend on us to ensure they always arrive safely at their destinations.  
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4.  Crimes of Colonialism:  Should Western Culture Be “Cancelled?”
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A Queen’s Passing Triggers Criticism of Colonial Powers

As the world mourned the passing of Queen Elizabeth II on September 8, 2022, some politically active groups and individuals took the opportunity during this solemn event to protest crimes committed by colonial powers.  These crimes included the murder and mistreatment of millions of native peoples around the globe.  I have no personal allegiance to the British royal family and while those bringing up these past crimes were correct in their opinions, their timing was very inappropriate.  I admit as an unsophisticated American, I don’t quite understand the fascination and fandom that the British and many followers around the world express when it comes to “the Royals.” However, having stated this, I do disagree with the growing trend of openly criticizing those who have recently passed, regardless of who they were, out of respect for family and friends of the deceased.  The family and followers of Queen Elizabeth should have been allowed to mourn their queen in peace without judgment.  Our open, Western culture certainly allows for open protest and the expression of opinions opposing the British royal family and the colonial culture the institution represents, but as a matter of appropriateness and civility, I would say this type of political speech should have been withheld until a more appropriate time.  Would it have been too much to ask that the critics wait at least a month or so after the Queen had been laid to rest before coming out of the woodwork to rail against the monarchy?  I do support the civil, societal norms of our Western culture which include the values of basic courtesy, compassion and respect for every family who is experiencing a loss.  The British royal family, while a very public enterprise, still deserved to mourn peacefully.  Now, having fully expressed my opinion on the timing of these critiques, I will now acknowledge their validity.  

Atrocities Committed Against Native Peoples by Colonial Powers

I definitely concur that atrocities, such as the slave trade and the virtual annihilation of native peoples in the Americas, do not paint traditional Western colonial powers in a favorable light when it comes to human rights in the past.  The occupation of India by the British is another example of these relationships that were too much one-sided with cheap, indigenous labor being used to plunder the riches of the poorer nation.  Currently, there is a call for the royal family to return a priceless jewel that Indians claim belongs to them (Guzman).  The British through economic exploitation did, per many accounts, succeed in the transfer of trillions of dollars’ worth of resources between the 1700s and the 1900s from India to Great Britain (Hickel).  

It is no secret that Great Britain and colonial culture treated indigenous populations around the world savagely.  Of course, Europeans referred to indigenous people around the world as “uncivilized,” but time and time again we saw the “sophisticated” colonial aggressors as the ones who mistreated the people of India and First Nation peoples in the Americas, acting truly uncivilized and inhumane.  India experienced severe famines under British rule with little assistance from the British government, while large exports of rice left India for Britain (Patel).  The infamous Bengal famine between 1943 and 1944, saw three million Indians starve to death as Winston Churchill’s wartime policy actions included transferring food from India to support the British and American war effort during World War II (Wilkinson, Bard).  

Millions of indigenous people perished in the Americas as a result of European expansion.  I was astounded and shocked to find out that out of sixty million people who lived in the Americas before the arrival of Columbus in 1492, only around six million were left around the year 1600 (Woodward).  Violence against these groups and European diseases caused so many lives to be lost.  In fact, researchers from the University College London found that this rapid decline of so many people led to a decrease in the Earth’s temperature (Woodward).  This tremendous decrease in population resulted in farmlands being re-forested, actually leading to a cooling of the planet’s atmosphere by 0.15 degrees Celsius (Woodward).  Of course, what is fairly being referred to as the American Genocide of Native Americans continued and culminated at the Wounded Knee Massacre in South Dakota (full disclosure:  I am not an expert on the full history of the First Nation people in the U.S.).  The U.S. Army in 1890 killed up to three hundred Lakota Indian men, women, and children (Blakemore).  Native Americans were pretty much left to live on reservations set up by the U.S. government after that event.  No, it was not until 1924 when Calvin Coolidge signed the Indian Citizenship Act (Shogan) that First Nation peoples were finally granted citizenship in a land that they had lived on for hundreds of years before Europeans arrived.  When the Europeans came to the New World, they simply through use of force seized the land away from the original inhabitants.  The impressive dedication of many Native Americans who signed up to fight for the United States during World War I helped in the effort to enact the Indian Citizenship Act (“Why We Serve”).  

Western Culture Evolves into the Protector of Freedom

So how as a proud American and supporter of Western culture can I seemingly discount all these atrocities against indigenous peoples around the world that led to so much suffering, including the mistreatment of First Nation people and African Americans in the United States?  It is the realization that while Western culture too often did not live up to its evolving ideals of basic human rights during colonial times, that in fact it was the West who eventually did implement these ethical ideals as real-world laws and practices.  The atrocities of so-called “civilized” European society committed over centuries can never be forgiven, but what we can now say is that Western culture in the twenty-first century while, yes, imperfect, and sometimes hypocritical, is clearly the protector of liberties that continue to be extended to its diverse citizenry.  

There is no doubt that we must be sensitive to those who were victims of the dark side of colonialism’s past and seek as best as we can to find ways to make amends to the descendants of these populations.  I do acknowledge this dark history of colonialism that we need to address and, yet I strongly disagree with the call by some that Western culture with its regrettable history should be completely rejected and shunned.  The West from its grounding in Greek and Roman democratic government with an emphasis on individual liberty was adopted by the British.  Great Britain did not live up to this democratic ideal in how the empire interacted with other nations and cultures, but it was this cornerstone ideal of liberty rising out of Western culture that can be seen in the American Declaration of Independence and Constitution of the United States.  The U.S. and Western European nations fought despotism and fascism in World War I and World War II, thus establishing this alliance of nations as the primary protector of individual liberties in the world.  Then, in the latter part of the twentieth century, we see this collective of nations overcome the tyranny of Soviet rule and welcome a plethora of Eastern European nations to join us as partners in freedom.  This role of extending freedom to nations around the world, which in essence is extending individual liberty to increasing numbers of world citizens, should not be ignored by anyone who wishes to fairly evaluate Western culture.  

The West, including the United States, continues to wrestle with prejudice and discrimination.  Yet, when it comes to rights afforded to women and minorities, the West continues to make these strides.  Yes, sometimes the extension of rights has been too slow of a process, but racial and religious minorities continue to seek refuge in the West, not Iran, Russia, or China.  Now we are witnessing those in the LGTBQ (Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, Bisexual and Queer or Questioning) community standing up for their rights.  The West is the leader again in establishing and protecting the rights of the members in this group who traditionally have faced severe discrimination and cruel treatment by society.  There are still many nations where being gay or transgender is against the law and those that show their true selves are met with harsh punishments.  

As of this writing in 2023, the West with its allies is the protector of freedom and democracy.  We have a rogue Russian nation that has, without ethical justification, attacked the free nation of Ukraine, causing the senseless death of thousands and displacement of millions.  China seems to be intent on replacing the United States as the top “Superpower” with little regard for democratic rule and individual liberties, such as freedom of speech.  Fundamentalist Muslim nations and societies continue to deny women their basic individual liberties.  We see this in today’s Iran and now Taliban-ruled Afghanistan.  Women in such closed societies can face severe and even cruel punishments if they disobey the rules.  Even straying from the Muslim dress code, requiring women to cover their bodies from head to toe can result in women experiencing severe physical punishment in some of these nations. 

The West is not perfect, and the culture will continue to have to address its past, but I do ask those that reject all things Western in the campaign against former colonialism to review this altruistic function in preserving and protecting individual liberty that the West provides to our modern civilization.  There is no nation or governmental system that has established and ensured the rights and liberties of the individual as fervently as the nations of Western democracy.  The West has embraced and expanded the prevalence of national governments around the world based in democratic rule, while opposing governments based in tyranny or autocracy.  

Closing

I want to conclude by pointing out that one important attribute of Western culture is that it allows for dissent and protest.  It even allows those who disagree with its existence to protest against it.  Protesting against the government in other nations means long prison sentences and/or state-sponsored torture.  Particularly in comparison to other repressive forms of government around the globe, those who completely wish to reject Western culture because of its origins in colonialism need to take a more balanced stance.  We cannot ignore the historical oppression of colonialism, but we also must acknowledge the emphasis on individual liberties that these same nations did adopt as they evolved from their colonial pasts.  The West is called upon now to continue its evolution as protector of individual liberties, while also doing much more to support indigenous peoples and their cultures that were so horrifically abused throughout history.  We must also continue to make amends to the descendants of African victims of the transatlantic slave trade.  Of course, we can never completely make amends for such catastrophic past crimes, but a truly just and free culture acknowledges its sins, attempts significant acts of atonement, and initiates legitimate efforts to ensure that the crimes and egregious behaviors are never repeated.  In closing, it is not because of Western culture’s past that I disagree with those calling for it to be “cancelled” or rejected, but because of what Western culture has evolved into as a true defender of democratic government and individual liberties, as we all can plainly witness in our twenty-first century world.  
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5.  Fair is Fair:  An Honest Evaluation of Presidents Trump and Biden’s Biggest Failures
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President Trump and COVID-19

I felt, as many others have expressed, that President Trump missed a tremendous opportunity during the pandemic.  Had he put the same level of effort into fighting COVID-19 as he did in attempting to downplay the virus for his political interests, he very possibly could have won another four years in office.  President Trump could have been a champion of fighting back the pandemic and provided sound, resolute leadership.  If Mr. Trump had rallied the nation as former president George W. Bush did, after the attack on our soil on September 11, 2001, he would have both better served the public in keeping deaths to a minimum during the COVID-19 pandemic, and he could have succeeded in the 2020 election.  I think at the end of the day, the American people just felt they could not rehire President Trump after he didn’t properly follow the guidance of the scientific experts nor really provide a consistent message on the pandemic.  Trump also showed very little compassion to those suffering from COVID-19, as well as those who simply wanted to know how best to protect their loved ones.  Joe Biden to his credit astutely seized upon the public’s desire during a crisis for sound, rational leadership.  This led to Mr. Biden’s victory for the White House, in my opinion.  

The Trump Administration led a very slow response to the pandemic as it was quickly spreading during the first three months of 2020.  When deaths were quickly growing as a
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