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We start with ten questions that we hope won’t prove too tricky, and which should help you get used to the way typical Round Britain Quiz questions work.



Q1

Why might Atticus’s daughter, Jay Silverheels’s horse and Haydn Dimmock be drawn to the highest point in the Peak District?


CLUES

- Atticus’s daughter is a fictional character but Jay Silverheels and Haydn Dimmock were real people.

- The highest point in the Peak District was the scene of a famous trespassing incident.


Q2

If Edinburgh’s a bit hard of hearing and Inverness gives you the needle, why is Coventry proud of its achievements? And what’s saucy about Hemel Hempstead?


CLUES

- You need to address yourself particularly carefully to the wording of this question.

- By the same logic, Maidstone is self-centred and Bristol talks complete rubbish.


A1

The common link is the word Scout.

Atticus’s daughter, the child narrator of the Harper Lee novel To Kill a Mockingbird, is Jean Louise Finch, known throughout as Scout. Mary Badham played her in the 1962 movie (which starred Gregory Peck as Atticus).

Jay Silverheels played Tonto in the long-running US television series The Lone Ranger; Tonto’s horse was called Scout (the Lone Ranger’s was Silver).

Haydn Dimmock, children’s writer and editor, edited the boys’ magazine The Scout between 1915 and 1954. He invented the famous Boy Scout tradition of ‘Bob-a-Job Week’, and promulgated the idea in the magazine.

They may all be drawn to the highest point in the Peak District, which is the summit of Kinder Scout (636 m). Kinder Scout was the scene of a mass trespass in April 1932, by people protesting at being excluded from private land in areas of natural beauty. It’s often seen as having given important momentum to the National Park movement.

A2

This is about UK postcodes.

Edinburgh is EH, which makes it a bit deaf (eh?).

Inverness is IV (intra-venous).

Coventry is proud of its CV.

Hemel Hempstead’s postcode is HP (as in HP sauce).

Q3

Why would Steve Bell and Lindsay Anderson feel at home on an island fortress off Marseille?


CLUES

- The island fortress is the scene of one of the most daring escapes in fiction.

- Rudyard Kipling and Telly Savalas might feel at home there too.


Q4

Which Scottish church has been linked, at various times, with a self-mutilating painter, a young man with a horn and a crucified rebel slave?


CLUES

- The church is generic, rather than specific.

- The painter, the young man and the slave were all real people, immortalized in a particular way.


A3

The answer is: because the island fortress is called If.

The island of If, off the French Mediterranean coast near Marseille, has a castle dating from the 1520s which was featured as the place of imprisonment of the hero Edmond Dantès in the Alexandre Dumas novel The Count of Monte Cristo (1844–5). In one of literature’s all-time classic pieces of derring-do, Dantès makes his escape from the château d’If after 14 years’ incarceration, by taking the place of a dead fellow prisoner, being sewn into a burial shroud and tipped over the wall into the sea.

The British director Lindsay Anderson’s If … (1968) was the first film in an increasingly surreal anti-establishment trilogy, starring Malcolm McDowell as Mick Travis. In it, he and a group of classmates enact their fantasy of causing mayhem at their hidebound public school by taking up positions on the battlements and machine-gunning half of the staff and pupils to death. The other two films in the sequence are O Lucky Man! (1973) and Britannia Hospital (1982).

Since 1981 Steve Bell (b.1951) has drawn and written the savagely satirical Guardian strip cartoon If …

A4

The Scottish church is a kirk – because the question refers to three people portrayed on screen by Kirk Douglas.

Kirk Douglas’s performance as Vincent van Gogh (1853–90) in Lust for Life (dir. Vincente Minelli, 1956) is regarded as one of the finest of his career; he went so far as to take extensive painting lessons to prepare for the role. Van Gogh cut his own ear off on 23 December 1888 in an incident the exact circumstances of which are still disputed.

Bix Beiderbecke (1903–31), the pioneering white cornet player who became one of the jazz lifestyle’s earliest and most notorious casualties, inspired Dorothy Baker’s novel Young Man with a Horn, which was filmed in 1950 by Michael Curtiz. In the film, Kirk Douglas’s supposed horn playing was dubbed by Harry James.

The real historical Spartacus, the slave born in Thrace who was trained at gladiatorial school in order to make him marketable to coliseum owners as an (expendable) attraction in the amphitheatre, led a rebellion of some 70,000 slaves against the Roman Empire in c.73 bc. He was actually hacked to death in battle rather than crucified, as he is in the Stanley Kubrick movie of 1960. Kirk Douglas starred alongside Laurence Olivier, Peter Ustinov, Tony Curtis and Charles Laughton; Jean Simmons played his wife Varinia.

Q5

Can you place in order Dorothy’s aunt, Arthur’s foster brother, Dakota’s sister and Garrulus glandarius?


CLUES

- By Dorothy in this case we mean the character in The Wizard of Oz.

- These are single-syllable answers.


Q6

If 509 is a German painter and 601 is a senior police officer, can you explain why 1009 is a cowboy and 1200 an entire cricket team?


CLUES

- The painter and the cowboy have surnames that rhyme.

- 501 would be a slightly less senior police officer.


A5

The four elements in the question give us Em, Kay, Elle and Jay – so the correct (alphabetical) order is clearly Jay, Kay, Elle and Em.

Dorothy’s aunt in The Wizard of Oz (1939) is Aunt Em. After Dorothy runs away from home, early in the film, she is shown a crystal ball by the fortune teller Professor Marvel, in which Aunt Em is apparently dying of a broken heart, prompting her to rush home. In the movie Aunt Em was played by Clara Blandick.

Dakota’s sister is a reference to Elle Fanning (b.1998), the actor sister of Dakota Fanning, whose most notable roles have included 11-year-old Cleo in Somewhere and Alicia in The Beguiled, both directed by Sofia Coppola.

Sir Kay, in many re-tellings of the legend of King Arthur including T. H. White’s classic The Once and Future King and the animated Disney movie The Sword in the Stone, is the foster brother of Arthur. He becomes a Knight of the Round Table and Arthur’s steward.

Garrulus glandarius is the bird known as the jay, widespread across Europe and Asia. (The bird known as a jaybird or blue jay in North America is an entirely different species.)

A6

This is an old-fashioned RBQ question involving Roman numerals which spell out names or abbreviations in English.

The painter is Otto DIX (Roman numerals for 509), twentieth-century German realist artist bitterly opposed to, and suppressed by, Nazism.

By the same logic, 601 in Roman numerals gives us DCI – a senior police rank.

So 1009 is MIX, giving us the screen cowboy Tom Mix (Thomas Hezekiah Mix, 1880–1940), Hollywood’s first superstar of Westerns.

And 1200 is the MCC (Marylebone Cricket Club).

Q7

Where and why does a Welsh island turn up in Cambridgeshire, a Yorkshire city in Kent and an Essex town (with acute political instincts) near Reading?


CLUES

- These could all confuse an unwary visitor to Britain.

- There’s a stately quality to this question.


Q8

If Abba recorded a minus two, Fleetwood Mac a minus three and Simon & Garfunkel a minus four, what might we be talking about?


CLUES

- This is nothing to do with chart positions, millions of albums sold or awards won.

- If you aren’t confident of the answer you might need to wing it.


A7

In the names of three stately homes or castles, those names being most readily associated with somewhere else entirely.

Anglesey Abbey, a few miles northeast of Cambridge, a mostly sixteenth-century former priory restored by the 1st Baron Fairhaven in the 1930s, was acquired by the National Trust in 1966.

Leeds Castle in Kent is one of the most picturesque of all English castles, famous for its lake setting on two islands, the halves of the castle joined by an arched bridge. The smaller half, known as the Gloriette, was mostly built by Henry VIII.

Basildon Park is an eighteenth-century house and estate in Berkshire, near Pangbourne on the Thames. The town of Basildon is often seen as a key predictor of the outcome of a general election: its result is declared early and its swing often closely mirrors that in the country as a whole.

A8

This is not about album sales or number ones, but about golf.

Two under par in golf is an eagle, and Abba’s song ‘Eagle’ was a highlight of Abba: The Album released in 1978.

Three under is an albatross, a title with which Fleetwood Mac (in their original all-British 1960s incarnation) had an instrumental no. 1 hit.

And four under, very rare indeed, is a condor – as in the song on Simon & Garfunkel’s Bridge Over Troubled Water album, ‘El Condor Pasa’.

Q9

If a gathering includes 12 who are religious, 13 who are guiltless, 13 who are courageous and 8 who are city-dwellers, why would only one make an impression – and who are they all?


CLUES

- In fact all of them might be said to be religious, but 12 proclaim it in a particularly obvious way.

- As so often with the people in Round Britain Quiz questions, they could never meet in real life. Thinking of them as a succession, rather than a gathering, may help.


Q10

Why do the following seem all confused: the one whom Roy’s drowning girl refuses to call for help; an Elizabethan woman of easy virtue; and a suit of armour for a horse?


CLUES

- ‘Roy’s drowning girl’ is a reference to a famous painting.

- A knowledge of historical vocabulary is very useful for this question.


A9

They are Popes, and the references are to the number of times these Papal names have been used throughout history.

There have been 12 Popes called Pius; 13 called Innocent; 13 called Leo (and thus surely courageous); and 8 called Urban.

And the one who would leave an impression is Pope Mark – there has only ever been one of these, in ad 336.

A10

They seem confused because they’re mixed up, in the sense that they’re anagrams of one another.

Roy Lichtenstein’s painting The Drowning Girl (1963) depicts (in his trademark ultra-magnified comic-book style) a girl losing consciousness as she’s pulled under the waves, and a thought-balloon coming from her head which reads, ‘I don’t care! I’d rather sink than call Brad for help.’ In another similar canvas from the same year, a blonde girl sits wringing her hands, looking out of the picture with the caption, ‘I know how you must feel, Brad’. It’s a name that conveys an instant image of a stereotypical all-American male.

A drab is a Shakespearean word for a low-life prostitute. In one of the witches’ scenes in Macbeth, where they list the recipe for their infernal stew, one of the ingredients is ‘Finger of birth-strangl’d babe / Ditch-deliver’d by a drab’. In contemporary parlance to ‘go drabbing’ was to go out visiting brothels.

Medieval armour-plating for a horse was called a bard – usually consisting of large linked metal plates to protect the horse’s flanks and exposed breast during battle or jousting. As you’d imagine, they were often very heavy and likely to impair the horse’s movement.
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Q1

What do you have to move to turn a measurement of the hardness of a substance into the units in which electrical resistance is expressed? And what would you then have to move to make it all stationery?


CLUES

- In Round Britain Quiz, what looks like a spelling mistake often turns out to be deliberate.

- The measurement of hardness and the units of resistance are both named after German scientists.


Q2

What title might Conan Doyle have given to a group portrait featuring a Southern belle, the enemy of the Mysterons and a loyal companion of Robin?


CLUES

- If you’re thinking Batman, you shouldn’t be.

- If, on the other hand, you’re thinking Gerry Anderson’s puppets, that’s helpful.


A1

You have to move the initial letter in each case.

The Mohs scale of mineral hardness was devised in 1812 by the German mineralogist Friedrich Mohs (1773–1839). Based on tests to find ‘what scratches what’, it grades minerals in a randomly ascending scale from talc (1) through gypsum (2), calcite (3), fluorite (4) and so on up to diamond (10). Other substances can be (and have been) assigned Mohs values, so that a fingernail is at 2.5 on the Mohs scale, a copper penny 3 and a pane of reinforced glass about 7.

So, move the M, and you have Ohms, the SI units of measurement of electrical resistance, devised by and named after physicist Georg Ohm (1789–1854). Defined as the proportionality of current and voltage in any resistor (R = V/I), the ohm is represented by the Greek letter omega Ω.

And then by moving the O, you get HMSO, or Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, respected purveyor of pre-gummed Manila envelopes and other such indispensable materials to the civil service and all government institutions. So ‘stationery’ is not a spelling error at all, but very deliberate.

A2

The answer would be A Study in Scarlet – the title Arthur Conan Doyle actually gave to the first full-length Sherlock Holmes novel (published 1888) – because these people are all called Scarlet (or Scarlett).

Scarlett O’Hara, the wilful heroine of Margaret Mitchell’s novel Gone With the Wind and of the 1939 film in which she was played by Vivien Leigh.

Captain Scarlet, leader of the futuristic fighter-pilot team ‘Spectrum’ in the Gerry Anderson puppet TV series that bore his name. First shown in September 1967, it was the follow-up to the massively successful Thunderbirds, and gave the world the catchphrase: ‘This is the voice of the Mysterons!’ (The voice was all there was – the alien Mysterons remained resolutely and dangerously invisible throughout the series save for mysterious green circles of light.)

If you’ve got this far you’ll probably realize by now that the ‘companion of Robin’ is not Batman, but Will Scarlet, one of the floating population of ‘merrie men’ present in even the earliest versions of the Robin Hood legend. Sometimes his name is rendered as ‘Scarlock’, suggesting the colour of his clothing may be a later fabrication based on a misreading of his name.

Q3

What simple subtraction would cause: a catastrophic breakage to become a milliner; a duel to become a verbal game; lethal violence to result in hilarity?


CLUES

- ‘Simple subtraction’ is a neat alliterative phrase, not used accidentally.

- The subtraction is the same each time.


Q4

William Somerset’s search for a serial killer; Guido Anselmi’s search for inspiration; and George Webber’s search for a beautiful woman: why are they numerically equidistant?


CLUES

- All of these names are fictional characters.

- We’ve given them to you in ascending order.


A3

In each case the letter S has to be removed from the beginning of the first word, to give you the second.

shatter minus s = hatter

swordplay minus s = wordplay

slaughter minus s = laughter

A4

These are well-known films whose titles consist solely of numbers: Seven (or Se7en), 8½ and 10. Just to make it slightly more challenging, they’re identified by the names of their leading characters, rather than the actors who played them.

Morgan Freeman plays the detective William Somerset in Se7en, David Fincher’s 1995 film about two detectives’ desperate hunt for a serial killer who justifies his crimes as absolution for the world’s ignorance of the Seven Deadly Sins. Each killing imitates one of those Sins: an obese man is made to force-feed himself to death in a version of Gluttony, while, on the other hand, a drug dealer is strapped to a bed and slowly starved to death to represent Sloth.

The part of Guido Anselmi is played by Marcello Mastroianni in the 1963 film Otto e Mezzo (or 8½, as it’s usually rendered in English). Anselmi, a film director not unlike Federico Fellini, attempts to dream his way out of the director’s block he is experiencing while working on his new film, a curious mix of science fiction and autobiography. The title came from the number of films Fellini reckoned he had made to that date (seven features and three shorts).

Dudley Moore played George Webber in Blake Edwards’s 10, a hit film of 1979. It’s the story of a songwriter’s pursuit of a mysterious woman who scores a perfect 10 in his personal ranking system. The ‘perfect’ woman in question was played by Bo Derek.

Q5

If I swim back to a Nevada city, where I play a board game and I learn where to go dancing, what language do I speak?


CLUES

- This question wouldn’t work if we said ‘you’ rather than ‘I’.

- The Nevada city is not the state capital, and it’s not the state’s largest city, but it is famous.


Q6
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These three all had a no. 1 hit in 1958. What was it called?


CLUES

- The hit you’re looking for is a rock ’n’ roll classic, but it’s not by Elvis.

- The rugby league player is the all-time record English try scorer.


A5

Latin.

The Latin verb for ‘I swim back’ is Reno – giving us the gambling city in Nevada; the Latin for ‘I play’ is Ludo – a board game; and the Latin for ‘I learn’ is Disco.

A6

If you put the three names together you’ll realize their hit was called ‘Great Balls of Fire’, because they are Peter the Great, Ed Balls and Martin Offiah.

The picture is of the Bronze Horseman statue in Senate Square in St Petersburg, depicting Peter the Great, completed in 1782. It’s the work of the French sculptor Étienne Maurice Falconet, and legend has it that, as long as the statue stands, the city of St Petersburg can never fall.

Before becoming arguably even more famous as a contestant on Strictly Come Dancing in 2016, Ed Balls (b.1967) was the MP for the Yorkshire constituency of Morley and Outwood (and before that for Normanton), and served in the cabinets of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown from 2006 to 2010.

Martin Offiah was the extremely quick rugby league wing – inevitably nicknamed ‘Chariots’. Perhaps his most impressive achievement was beating the Widnes club record for most tries in a season in his debut year of 1987–8.

‘Great Balls of Fire’ by the flamboyant Jerry Lee Lewis (b.1935) was recorded and released in 1957 and reached the top of the British charts in January 1958. It was the biggest of a short string of hits on Sun Records which also included ‘Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On’ and ‘Breathless’. His popularity suffered a blow from which it never recovered when he married Myra Brown, his 13-year-old first cousin once removed, in 1958.

Q7

If you subtract an Agatha Christie sleuth and a musical based on H. G. Wells from a Lancashire folk group, how much are you left with?


CLUES

- All three of these things represent pretty good value.

- It may all make more sense if your memory extends back before 15 February 1971.


Q8

Can you explain why a family of medieval correspondents in Norfolk, a professor of Chemistry at the Sorbonne and a writer who declined the Nobel Prize for Literature are all rooted in history?


CLUES

- We might have said they all originate from ‘another country’.

- Millions are alive today thanks to the work of this particular professor of Chemistry, and his name is used for a very common process.


A7

Nothing.

Even those too young to remember pre-decimal currency stand a chance of working this out.

The sleuth is Tuppence, of the husband-and-wife crime-solving partnership Tommy and Tuppence Beresford who appear in numerous adventures by Agatha Christie.

The musical, a vehicle for Tommy Steele and based on H. G. Wells’s novel Kipps, is Half a Sixpence.

And the Lancashire folk group, regularly on British TV after winning the talent show New Faces in 1973, was Fivepenny Piece. (The point of their name is that there was no such coin as a fivepenny piece – suggesting they were out-of-the-ordinary and memorable.)

A (notional) fivepenny piece, minus tuppence, minus half a sixpence (which is threepence), leaves you with nothing at all.

A8

They all begin with PAST.

They are: the PASTon family of Norfolk, whose letters describe domestic life in rural England from 1422 to 1509. The Paston letters were sold to Sir John Fenn, a Norfolk antiquary, and first published in 1787 – with further discoveries being made and published over the next century or so.

Louis PASTeur (1822–95), one of the most important figures in the history of modern science, invented the vaccine against rabies. The heating of foodstuffs to destroy harmful bacteria, known as pasteurization, is based on his discoveries. He became professor at the Sorbonne in 1867 and the Institut Pasteur was founded in 1888.

Boris PASTernak (1890–60), poet and translator of Shakespeare, Verlaine and Goethe. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1958 for his first novel Dr Zhivago, which was banned in the Soviet Union for being anti-Revolutionary. He was expelled from the Soviet Writers’ Union and was forced to refuse his Nobel Prize, though it was finally accepted on his behalf by his surviving family many years after his death.

Q9

A play about the RAF, a film about a public school and a notoriously indiscreet political diarist would all be bad for you in excessive quantities. Can you explain why?


CLUES

- The political diarist was a Conservative MP but is more famous now as a diarist than as a politician.

- Together they would provide you with a fairly monotonous diet.


Q10

An Old Etonian vagrant favoured one in East Anglia; the unfortunate Mr Westover chose an Irish one before his obsession with a fugitive; while Mr Scherer selected one in his native USA. What is this all about?


CLUES

- Westover and Scherer were the real names of people who became famous under different names.

- So did the Old Etonian, but if we gave you his real name you would know him straightaway.


A9

They provide an unremitting diet of chips.

Chips with Everything, by Arnold Wesker (1962), is a study of class divisions in the RAF during National Service. In the play, conscript Pip Thompson is mocked for his accent and attitudes by his working-class companions Chas, Ginger and Smiler, to whom he retorts, ‘You breed babies and you eat chips with everything.’

Goodbye Mr Chips, the 1939 film of a 1934 novel by James Hilton, starred Robert Donat in his defining role as a kindly public schoolmaster. ‘Mr Chips’ is often used as a shorthand phrase for the kind of schoolteacher who no longer exists – and perhaps never did.

‘Chips’ Channon – Sir Henry Channon, the backbench MP whose notoriously indiscreet diaries covering the period 1918–53 were first published in 1967. His acute observations of prominent political and social figures were shockingly candid for the time. At one point he wrote, ‘What is more dull than a discreet diary? One might as well have a discreet soul.’

A10

These are three famous people who took the names of rivers as pseudonyms.

George Orwell (Eric Arthur Blair, 1903–50), the Old Etonian who spent some time as a vagrant (his book Down and Out in Paris and London, 1933, dealt with the years before he had regular writing work) took his name from the Orwell, which flows through Ipswich.

Del Shannon, American pop singer of the 1960s, was born Charles Westover in 1934. His biggest hit was ‘Runaway’. He took his own life in 1990. The Shannon is the longest river in Ireland.

The actor Rock Hudson (1925–85) was born Roy Scherer Jr, later Roy Fitzgerald, later still Rock Hudson. The Hudson flows 300 miles from the Adirondack mountains, down through New York state, to New York City.
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Q1

The painted one, the little girl and the mother of Jesus: where did they go?


CLUES

- They’re associated with a rather significant ‘discovery’.

- Translating the phrases might help you.


Q2

What would Fred Hoyle think of a writer of pulp Westerns, a Restoration Archbishop of Canterbury, a penal reformer and British India?


CLUES

- In real life Fred Hoyle would have had to have lived for a few more years to see this connection.

- The four clues should give you four first names.


A1

To America with Columbus: they are the three ships of his 1492 expedition.

Pinta means ‘the painted one’ or ‘the spotted one’. The so-called ‘first sighting of the New World’ was by Rodrigo de Triana from the Pinta on 12 October 1492.

Niña means ‘little girl’ (the female equivalent of ‘el Niño’ or ‘little boy’, as in the ocean current). The Niña replica, built in 1992, sails the world as a travelling Columbus museum and is the most famous of the three replica ships that currently exist.

The third and largest of the three ships was the Santa María, whose full name was in fact Santa María de la Inmaculada Concepción – unambiguously named for the mother of Christ.

A2

Astronomer Sir Fred Hoyle, FRS (1915–2001) is known for his vehement opposition to the model of the creation of the

universe known as the ‘Big Bang’ theory. You can probably see where this is going.

Hoyle’s contention was that the ‘Big Bang’ theory of the origin of the universe was pseudo-science, and he favoured the model known as the Steady State theory. The very phrase ‘The Big Bang’ was coined by Hoyle in a BBC radio interview in which he intended it as a scornful putdown.

Elmore Leonard (1925–2013) made his name writing pulp Westerns in the 1950s, but later turned to crime novels and screenplays. His best known stories include Mr Majestyk, The Big Bounce, Get Shorty and Rum Punch, which was adapted by Quentin Tarantino as Jackie Brown.

The Archbishop of Canterbury in 1663–77 was Gilbert Sheldon, who would be utterly obscure if he hadn’t also been Chancellor of Oxford University and commissioned the Sheldonian Theatre, designed by Sir Christopher Wren and completed in 1669.

The Howard League for Penal Reform is named after John Howard FRS (1726–90), philanthropist and prison reformer. It was founded long after his death, in the 1860s, but took up the cause of many of the same basic improvements in prison conditions for which he had argued.

The period of British rule in India, from the early seventeenth century until after the Second World War – especially in its Victorian and Edwardian pomp – is popularly known as the Raj.

Leonard (Hofstadter), Sheldon (Cooper), Howard (Wolowitz) and Raj (Koothrappali) are the four nerdy student heroes of the TV sitcom The Big Bang Theory (2007–19).

Q3

Where would you be most likely to find a durable Welsh-language soap opera, a plant with bell-shaped flowers and a highwayman hanged in 1670?


CLUES

- The highwayman is not Dick Turpin: he is not, in fact, English, though he did pursue his activities in England.

- You’re looking for phrases in more than one language.


Q4

By adding nothing, how do you turn a pulse into a comic, some clothing into Anna Christie, and a trademark into Terry Malloy?


CLUES

- By Round Britain Quiz standards this is a very straightforward (and typical) crossword-style question.

- Anna Christie and Terry Malloy are characters in films.


A3

In the valley.

Pobol y Cwm (pronounced roughly ‘pobble-a-coom’), the Welsh language soap opera, is the longest continuously running soap made by the BBC, having begun in 1974 and thus pre-dating EastEnders by 11 years. Since 1982 it has been broadcast on S4C and is regularly that channel’s highest-rated show. Its title means ‘People of the Valley’.

Lily of the Valley, Convolaria majalis, is a poisonous flowering plant found in woodland, also widely cultivated in gardens, with delicate white, sweet-smelling, bell-like flowers.

Claude Du Val (1643–70), a Frenchman born in Normandy to a noble family who had fallen on hard times, was one of the most flamboyant and notorious highwaymen in English history. Robbing coaches travelling in and out of London, especially in the Highgate area, he was noted for his gentlemanly dress and behaviour, and, reputedly, he never used violence against his victims. A famous legend has him agreeing to let a gentleman traveller keep his possessions in return for being granted a dance by the roadside with his wife – a tale portrayed in an 1860 canvas by William Powell Frith. He was eventually arrested in the Hole-in-the-Wall tavern in Covent Garden, and hanged at Tyburn.

A4

Add the letter o (nothing) each time.

A pulse = bean + o = Beano, the British children’s comic first published in July 1938.

Clothing = garb + o = Garbo, Greta, the silent screen star (1905–90), whose first sound picture Anna Christie (1930, based on the play by Eugene O’Neill) was famously billed: Garbo Talks!!

A trademark = brand + o = Brando, Marlon (1924–2004), one of the all-time great screen actors. He won Best Actor Oscars for his role as Terry Malloy in On the Waterfront (1954), and for The Godfather (1972).

Q5

Why could Martha Jane Canary, Lenin’s would-be assassin and a police van all provide alternative titles to a Tchaikovsky opera?


CLUES

- Martha Jane Canary is a figure from American history, better known by another name.

- If you think you have the connection, beware of showing your hand too early.


Q6

What relationship is there between two who mutilated their own feet; three who met after the battle; and Farrow, Hershey and Wiest?


CLUES

- The two who mutilated their own feet will be familiar to you but the mutilation might not.

- The last three names are actresses, as you’ve probably guessed. Think of a film in which they all appeared.


A5

Tchaikovsky’s opera The Queen of Spades (premiered in St Petersburg, 1890) was based on a short story of the same name by Alexander Pushkin. The other clues give us three nicknames used by card players for the Queen of Spades: Calamity Jane, Fanny Kaplan, and Black Maria.

Martha Jane Cannary (sometimes given as Canary) was ‘Calamity Jane’. She claimed to have been Wild Bill Hickock (‘Buffalo Bill’)’s lover, but documentary evidence calls this into question.

Fanny Kaplan (b.1890) was executed in 1918 after she attempted to assassinate Lenin. As a teenage revolutionary she was imprisoned in Siberia for her involvement in a bomb plot. She came to view Lenin as a traitor to the revolution, and she fired three shots at him as he left a factory in Moscow in August 1918.

The police van referred to is a Black Maria. There are many theories as to the origin of the

A6

These are all about groups of sisters.




Q7







Q8







A7

It refers to five titles of films made, consecutively, by Alfred Hitchcock during the Second World War.


A8

Because their surnames are all months of the year.




Q9







Q10







A9

The people in the question have names that are also ordinal numbers: Septimus means seventh, Octavia means eighth and Sesto or Sextus means sixth. Names of this kind were often given to children born into already-large families when the parents had run out of inspiration.




A10

The key lies in the name ‘Mickey Finn’
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