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            Addressed to the same persecuted Christians as in the first letter, but this time emphasizing, in addition to personal advice, the problem of false teachers and prophets who, in addition to persecution, were affecting the church itself by saying that the Lord was not coming.
In contrast to 1 Peter, which was written to encourage Christians facing persecution, 2 Peter warns against false teachers. It contains many references to the second coming of Christ.
In his first letter, Peter feeds the Christian sheep by instructing them on how to deal with persecution from outside the church (1 Peter 4:12); in this second letter, he teaches them how to fight against false teachers and evildoers who have entered the church (2:1; 3:3-4). The particular situations require variations in content and emphasis. In both letters, Peter, as shepherd of Christ's sheep (Jn 21:15-17), seeks to recommend to his readers a healthy combination of Christian faith and practice. More specifically, his purpose includes three objectives:
1. To stimulate Christian growth (chap. 1)
2. To combat false teachers (chap. 2)
3. To encourage vigilance in view of the Lord's imminent return (chap. 3)
Peter's first letter was an encouragement to suffering believers, but this letter is a warning to Christians who are bombarded with false knowledge in contrast to the truth (1:3; 2:1). Peter focuses more on the character of the teachers than on the content of their message. They are described as false (2:1; cf. Gal. 2:4) and given to fables (1:16; cf. 1 Tim. 1:4; 4:7). According to Peter, false teachers promise veiled freedom (2:19; cf. 1 Cor. 10:29; Gal. 5:13) and are motivated by a thirst for personal gain (2:3; cf. 1 Tim. 6:5; Titus 1:11). The increasing persecution of believers (see Overview of 1 Peter) provides an opportunity for imposters to promote sensual pleasure and other forms of excessive indulgence among the unstable (2:2, 13–14). Peter writes out of concern for this growing threat to the purity of the faith. His antidote to false teaching is full and true knowledge of the truth. The word "know," in various forms, occurs sixteen times in the letter.

      

    

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction

[image: ]


We begin, dear reader, our study of the second epistle of the Apostle Peter, and we hope that you will join us in this new journey through the Bible. We consider the apostle Peter as the author of this epistle, as we can see in the presentation of the writer, in chapter 1, verse 1. However, Peter's authorship of this book has been questioned more than the authorship of any other book of the New Testament. Dr. Moorehead, a biblical expositor, wrote several years ago, "The second epistle of Peter comes to us with less historical support as to its authenticity than any other New Testament book." Nevertheless, this dispute has prompted conservative scholars to devote adequate attention to this epistle, so that the fact that Peter wrote this letter has been duly established.

In our teaching we have devoted little time to issues related to the introduction to a book, such as questions of authorship or critical issues that have been raised about different books of the Bible. We have generally overlooked these objections because for us, the second epistle of Peter is part of the Word of God and we believe that there is abundant evidence for this, both internal and external. However, since we do not want to be accused of being unfamiliar with the questions that have been raised about its authorship, we will deal with the facts of this controversy.

It was a long time before the second epistle of Peter was accepted by the church as part of the canon of the Holy Scriptures. It was accepted by the council assembled at Laodicea in 372, and then again at Carthage in 397, and this was the first time that the church had adopted such a position. Jerome accepted it for the Vulgate version of the Bible, but this epistle was not included in the Pesitta-Syriac version. However, the latter version is not an acceptable version from any point of view, for including or omitting details that we surely could not accept, so it does not make any sense that 2 Peter was not included in this version. Eusebius, one of the early church fathers, included 2 Peter among the books discussed. Origen accepted it. Clement of Alexandria accepted it and wrote a commentary on it. This second epistle of Peter was quoted in the Apocalypse of Peter, a book which, of course, was not accepted as canonical. The epistle of Jude apparently drew material from the second epistle of the Apostle Peter and this fact showed that Jude was familiar with it. There are quotations and allusions of 2 Peter by early church writers, among them Aristides, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Ignatius and Clement of Rome. It should be noted that Martin Luther accepted it as genuine. Calvin, for his part, had his doubts, but did not reject it. Erasmus, on the other hand, did reject it.

Now, this informs us about the historical background of this epistle. But the reason why this book has been rejected by some has not been confirmed. There is a great deal of internal evidence, especially certain autobiographical sections (e.g., 2 Peter 1:13-14; 1:16-18; and 3:1), which to us are absolutely conclusive of the fact that Simon Peter wrote this epistle.

The second epistle of Peter was written about the year 66, shortly after his first epistle (as we can see in 3:1) and shortly before his martyrdom (and here we can read 1:13-14).

Second Peter was a kind of swan song or farewell to the apostle Peter, just as 2 Timothy was the swan song of the Apostle Paul. There are remarkable similarities between these two books. Both expose a warning sign on the pilgrimage path that the church is traveling, so that it identifies the tremendous apostasy that appeared in those times and that has also arisen in our time. What then seemed to be a small cloud, today envelops the sky and produces a storm of hurricane proportions. Peter warned against heresy among the teachers and the apostle Paul warned against heresy among the laity, that is, those who acted independently of the ecclesiastical organization.

Both Peter and Paul spoke with a tone of joy of their coming deaths (as we can see in 2 Peter 1:13-14; and 2 Timothy 4:6-8). Paul said he knew that the time of his departure had come. He had finished his race. He had been running on the track of life and at that moment he was leaving it. He had fought a good fight and had kept the faith. A crown of righteousness awaited him. And you will find the same triumphant note here in 2 Peter, as the apostle faced the possibility of death.

Both apostles anchored the church on the Holy Scriptures, on the Word of God, as the only defense against the imminent coming of the apostasy. It is not surprising that the enemy has attacked 2nd Peter, because this letter constitutes one of the best shields that have been left to us to provide us with the darts that the evil one is throwing at us today.

The similarities between 2 Peter and 2 Timothy - Paul's last epistle, also explain the marked contrast between the first and second epistles of Peter. The subject matter of the second epistle changed with respect to that of the first; and, consequently, the difference was as great as that between Paul's letters to the Romans and the one to Timothy.

In 2nd Peter we see the apostasy approaching. How are we to prepare ourselves to face it? There is only one way, according to the apostle Peter, and that is through knowledge. It is not only to have faith in Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to know Him. This is in accordance with what the Evangelist John said, in his chapter 17, verse 3: 3And this is life eternal, that they may know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. We have to know Him, and not just know or know something about Him. There is a great difference between the two ways of knowing.

The great subject of this epistle was not only apostasy, but also, what will be our defense, namely, knowledge. Now, where is that knowledge, and how does that knowledge come to us? The apostle said that the only way to receive it was through the Word of God, of which we shall speak, and which was the most sure word of prophecy (as we may read in 1:19).

It is that, dear reader, the Christian life is more than just a birth. It is a growth, and it is a development. The key to this whole epistle is found in the last verse, in chapter 3, verse 18, which says: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory now and to the day of eternity. Amen. As we said some time ago, we do not consider ourselves obstetricians or obstetricians, but pediatricians. The obstetrician deals with gestation, delivery, that is to say, he takes care of the medical supervision of the mother and the arrival of the child into the world. We thank the Lord for the many people who have been converted by hearing the Word of God, but, in reality, we began the ministry of teaching the Word of God with the intention of helping believers to grow in faith. That is why we said that we are not those obstetricians who deal directly with the birth of a child, but we are like the pediatrician, whose job is to supervise the feeding of the child with the milk of the Word of God and then, as it can digest them, to provide more solid meals so that it can be strengthened and developed. Dear reader, you will not be able to live for God in these days of apostasy unless you have the knowledge of the Word of God, and this was the theme of the apostle Peter in this letter.

The theme of this second epistle was explained on the basis of the words Peter used here, compared with those of his first epistle. He used certain words in both epistles. One of them is "precious," used 2 times in the first chapter. Peter, a stout fisherman spoke of things that were precious, a word rather used by artists or sensitive people. The word faith was used again in this epistle and is found twice in the first chapter. But the characteristic word of this letter is knowledge; it appears 16 times, including related words. The ultimate example of this epistle was expressed in the commandment included in the final verse of the letter, And so the apostle Peter took his leave, saying grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory now and to the day of eternity. Amen. This was true Gnosticism. The heresy of Gnosticism was that those who practiced it claimed to have an esoteric knowledge that others did not have; they had a form or ritual, a rite, an order or secret key that had to be learned within that group, to discover a knowledge that could not be learned in any other way. But the apostle Peter said that the true knowledge was to know the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are now going to present a summary or outline of this epistle, and we are going to do it in a brief way, dividing it into 6 main sections.

I. The sum of Christian virtues provides security. Chapter 1:1-14.

The full knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, our Lord, is the foundation upon which Christian character is built.

II. The authority of the Holy Scriptures was attested by fulfilled prophecy. Chapter 1:15-21.

The Scriptures give light for practicing obedience in dark days.

III. Apostasy introduced by false teachers. Chapter 2.

The church should be wary of false teachers and false prophets.

IV. The attitude toward the Lord's return-a test for apostates. Chapter 3:1-4.

V. God's agenda for the world. Chapter 3:5-13.

A. The past world, 3:5-6

B. The present world, 3:7-12

C. The future world, 3:13

VI. An admonition to believers. Chapter 3:14-18.

Knowledge of God's program is an encouragement to grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1

Theme. The sum of Christian virtues provides assurance; the authority of the Holy Scriptures was attested by fulfilled prophecy.

As we mentioned in the introduction, this brief but great epistle was the swan song, or farewell song, of the apostle Peter, i.e., it was his final word to believers before his death by crucifixion. He warned them of the coming apostasy, especially of the heresy brought by false teachers. The writer also sought to entrench the believers' faith in the Holy Scriptures as the only defense against the coming storm.

In the first 14 verses of this chapter, we will see that the "full knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord" is the foundation upon which Christian character is built. Let us then read verse 1 of the first chapter of this second letter of the apostle Peter.

The sum of the Christian virtues provides security.

"Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those of you who have attained, through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ, a faith equally precious with our own."

When one looks at this little word "precious" in this first verse, we recognize it as a typical Peter word - since he used it several times in his first epistle, and he was the only writer in the Bible to use it in this sense. It is like recognizing a person's handwriting in a letter. When we see the word "precious" here, it is like seeing in this signature word of Peter.

Mentioning himself as Simon Peter was his way of beginning this second letter. In his first letter he simply used his name Peter. Simon was the name given to him at his birth, but Peter, meaning "stone," was the name our Lord Jesus Christ gave him. In this epistle the apostle used both names. Simon, the man of weakness and Peter, the man of strength, the man of unstable character and the man firm as a rock - because he had both characteristics. But we can be sure of one thing; in writing this epistle, he was the rock-steady man, the man who would be crucified for the cause of Christ.

Continuing the presentation the writer added servant and apostle. The word servant really meant "slave". He did not assume an elevated position in the church, but referred to himself as a slave - and also as an apostle (referring to his authority), but let us note the detail that he did not present himself as the apostle, but simply as an apostle, that is, as one among the apostles.

Then he said: To those of you who have attained.... a faith equally precious as ours. What he was saying expressed a beautiful reality. When he used the word faith, we believe he was referring to the set of truths we call the gospel. He was saying "you have received it and it is your responsibility what you do with it."

Some say that one has to be elect before he can be saved, and that God also has to give him the faith to believe. In part, we agree with that statement, but we also insist that the reason why certain people do not come to Christ has been clearly stated in the Word of God. Let us observe what the apostle Paul said speaking about the Israelites, in his second letter to the Corinthians chapter 3, verses 15 and 16: 15And even to this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their hearts. 16But when they turn to the Lord, the veil will be taken away. Dear reader, if you are not a believer, do not say that this is because you have mental reservations. Rather, it may be because there is sin in your heart. When the heart turns to the Lord, then He will remove the veil. Any time you are ready, He will be ready and will save you. God's will is that none should perish, as stated by the apostle Peter in his chapter 3, verse 9, which says that the Lord is longsuffering to us, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. The message for our time is summed up in the words in the Lord's invitation if any man will come, and in the words recorded in John 3:16 "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Dear reader, all He asks of you today is that you believe. He does not even ask you to cleanse or purify yourself spiritually before coming to Him. Come as you are, and He will cleanse you, if you are serious about establishing a relationship with Him.

As we have already read, verse 1 says you have attained...a faith equally precious as ours. And how, in what way? By the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ. This is the righteousness that is yielded to us, pierced, when we trust in Christ as Savior. It is that He not only takes away our sin, but also adds His own righteousness. We are not like criminals who have been forgiven and set free; we have been given a standing before God, and that standing is in Christ - accepted in the beloved Lord and Savior.
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