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1 Living together

On June 5, 2022, Queen 
Elizabeth II appeared on the 
balcony of Buckingham Palace as a 
way to close the celebrations at the 
occasion of her Platinum Jubilee. 
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En bref

1 Showing unity or plurality 
celebrating the British royal family

In September 2022, Queen Elizabeth  II died after more than 
70 years of reign. Her eldest son was crowned as Charles III in May 2023. 
Do the British royal family celebrations unite the realm or embrace the 
plurality within it?

Showing unity
1  Addressing the nation on the radio

 The royal Christmas message is part of a tradition when the King or the Queen 
delivers a message to the United Kingdom and the other countries associated with 
it each year on December 25th. It was fi rst broadcast on the BBC in 1932 when 
King George V addressed his subjects.

 It aims at being an account of the past year and the sovereign’s feelings on 
Christmas. For instance, in 2021, Queen Elizabeth II talked about the death of 
her husband and commented on the second year of the pandemic.

2  Broadcasting on television royal events?
 In 1957, the royal Christmas message was fi rst broadcast on television. It was 

broadcast from the Queen’s residence in Sandringham, Norfolk, to show that her 
residence was decorated for Christmas as many homes across the world.

Elizabeth II’s coronation took place on June 2, 1953 at Westminster Abbey as 
usual and was conducted by the Archbishop of Canterbury. It was broadcast live 
and was followed by more than 20 million people.

 It marked the coming-of-age of 
television and modernisation of the 
monarchy. The British subjects felt 
close to the royal family as they took 
part in it. Broadcasting royal events is 
a way of staging the royal power.

Facing plurality
1  Maintaining a close relation to the former Empire  

 The British sovereign aims to promote what makes the Commonwealth a 
united and diverse organisation as it encompasses 56 countries in Africa, Asia, 
the Americas, Europe, and the Pacifi c. There are 2.5  billion citizens living in 
Commonwealth countries.
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INFO
On July 29, 1981, Prince Charles and Lady 
Diana Spencer got married at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, London. It was broadcast on 
television and was watched by 750 million 
people in the world. It was called the Wedding 
of the Century even if they divorced in 1992.
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