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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT

IN JUST THREE YEARS

I have known David for over 30 years, and throughout his love and passion for liturgy has been evident. He understands liturgy as a missional tool which speaks to people in various ways and at significant spiritual levels, not least in the Eucharist as it focuses on the presence of Christ. Being sensitive to contemporary liturgy and worship, David understands how this has been influenced by the Prayer Book and why it is important to understand its lasting impact and relevance in the Church’s prevailing culture and direction. As a theological student, I learnt much about liturgy from David and I am confident this book will make a valuable contribution to the reader’s understanding and experience of the Prayer Book, which is a rich inheritance.

The Rt Rev Peter Burrows, Bishop of Doncaster

As the Church in Europe celebrates 500 years of Reformation, the Church of England is still working out what it means to be ‘semper reformanda’, embracing both continuity and change. This is a fascinating take on a key bit of Anglican history by an experienced parish liturgical practitioner – a sort of liturgical ‘whodunit’, whose consequences are still being worked out in the Church today.

The Ven Robert Jones, Archdeacon of Worcester

In Just Three Years is a delightful and comprehensive account of the formative years of the Book of Common Prayer and how those three years have continued to influence Anglican liturgy to the present day. I highly commend this vivid and fascinating book. The reader is in for a treat!

The Ven Helene T. Steed, Archdeacon of Clogher
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IN MEMORIAM

This book is dedicated to the memory of

The Rev Geoffrey Cuming,

who taught me liturgy at Kings’ College, London,

and Father Kenneth Leech,

who was an inspiration for my ministry.
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Foreword

The journey from the Prayer Book 1549 to that of 1552 highlights theological issues played out in liturgical texts and actions which still occupy discussion and controversy several hundred years later.

The historic attempt to keep contradictory views and understandings united in one ecclesial national community has made the Church of England unique in being a community bridging catholic and reformed identities. The times of violent clashes about these issues are over in these islands, but to live in a mixed economy of strongly differing views continues to be difficult for the present Church of England – its more current controversies about human sexuality and gender are in their theological width not very different from the controversies in Eucharistic theology of the 16th century.

Although the Church of England of today seems to be changing rapidly, it is interesting to see that this has been the case in different periods of its history, both before and after the Reformation. It still tries to hold together in painful comprehensiveness different and contradictory convictions, and the history of the two Prayer Books, David Jennings tells us in this book, serves as a comforting reminder that extreme and exclusive developments become modified and put into perspective over time – even if it may take quite a long time to do so.

David Jennings’ book is a fascinating and encouraging story of ecumenism, making one aware that the Anglican experiment of building a fallible and inclusive church for as many different people as possible has worked for centuries, and continues to be a faithful way of following the command of Our Lord that ‘all shall be one’.

The Rev Canon Dr Johannes Arens

Canon Precentor, Leicester Cathedral

December, 2015


Preface

It was 19th May, 1962. I was only 14, but I remember it well. The vicar of my parish church, St Mary’s, Hinckley (although one of eight pre-reformation churches dedicated to the Assumption of Our Lady), the Rev E W Platt, hosted a service to celebrate the tercentenary of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. Invited to the service were the Rev Gordon Baker and his congregation from the Congregational Church in the centre of Hinckley. It was only later that I came to appreciate that it was such ecclesiastical groups and ministers that were unable to subscribe to the 1662 Act of Uniformity, signed on 19th May in that year, which authorised and required the usage of a slightly revised Prayer Book, based upon the 1604 version, which itself was in effect that of 1559, and which resulted in what became known as the Great Ejection. The Act prescribed that any minister who refused to conform to the Prayer Book by St Bartholomew’s Day should be ejected. It is estimated that between 2,000 and 2,500 ministers were ejected from their livings. One of these was the vicar of Hinckley, the Rev Thomas Leadbeater. Protestant divines had been invited to the Savoy Conference of 1661, comprising of Episcopalians, representing the suspended Church of England, during the Commonwealth period under the protectorate of the puritan Oliver Cromwell, and the Presbyterians, led by the vicar of Kidderminster, the Rev Richard Baxter, and which was supposed to secure some accommodation between significantly differing ecclesiologies, within a re-established Church of England, with bishops and ceremonies that had proved somewhat contentious since the Reformation of the early sixteenth century.

The conference had broken up with little agreement and continued significant disagreement about what a future Church of England might look like and what its practices might be. It was clear that the Prayer Book of 1662 was not a satisfactory liturgy for a protestant and reformed church as perceived and advocated by Puritans and Presbyterians. This book refers to an earlier period of Prayer Book history, and suggests that the liturgical provision for the Church of England has always been a matter of contention and dispute. The introduction of a vernacular liturgy in 1549, with slightly reformed leanings was resented, even if some of the nuances of reformed doctrine were not immediately observed, especially in the south-western corner of England where English was as little understood as Latin. Further and more draconian changes as represented by the 1552 Book perhaps contributed to the positive acceptance of a return to the Latin Mass when Mary I came to the throne in 1553, following the death of her young half-brother, Edward VI. Persecution and public burnings created an attitude of relief at the accession of Elizabeth I in 1558, and a reception of a revised Prayer Book in 1559. The 1604 Book, enacted with the accession of James I, was without controversy. However, the attempt by William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury in the reign of Charles I, to impose a form of the more Catholic Prayer Book of 1549 on the Scottish
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