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INTRODUCTION

By the time the auctioneer opened the chair for its first bid, anticipation and excitement already had brought tears to the eyes of the sellers. It was suitable the room at the Waldorf Astoria New York, in which the auction took place, was lined with gilded covered walls and bejeweled sconces like a counting room at Gringotts Vault.

For weeks before the auction, I watched as journalist after reporter after television news crew visited the chair and broadcast its simple text: “I Wrote Harry Potter While Sitting on this Chair.” It was impossible to miss that J.K. Rowling herself placed two gold and green lightning bolts to bookend the name of one of the literary and cinema world’s greatest characters: Harry Potter.

Twenty years on, the world of Harry Potter is expanding quickly, and with it comes the usual flurry of new films, books, plays, amusement parks, and more on the horizon. Each one will come with a blur of collectibles, posters, figurines, and limited-edition collectibles (not to mention movie props!) available for collectors. In fact, the season for Harry Pottery never has been hotter. It’s easy to see why.

Don’t worry if that phrase is new to you: Harry Pottery is the collecting genre that includes all things related to this wizarding world. Whereas rare items sell between $10,000 (a complete set of all seven UK Harry Potter titles) and $43,000 (a first edition, first printing of the first book, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone), values for mass-produced Harry Potter collectibles are also on the rise. Assorted collectibles produced in 2001 in conjunction with the first eight Harry Potter movies are deep and diverse. The most valuable and rare items include: limited-edition original movie posters, baseball caps, movie props, LEGO sets, lamps, holiday ornaments, first-edition book sets, and even period bronze sculptures are increasing in value on the secondary market.


Did you know?

In the U.S. alone, there are more than 160 million Harry Potter books.



Demand is so strong that items with even peripheral ties to the films and books are seeing an up-tick in interest and value. The market for “mystical-looking” flags made 70 years ago and other antique, vintage, and retro round eyeglasses similar to those worn by Harry, yet produced decades before the original book series, now are sought by adult cosplayers. These fans are seeking more collectibles and new ideas for ever more elaborate costumes and collections. Successful replica companies have opened to meet demand for movie prop weapons and wands, and even these items have begun increasing between collectors ... but there is no replacement for the real thing.
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Harry, Hermione and Ron show their Hogwarts House pride in this snap from the film,Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. Costumes and props from the film are hugely valuable following worldwide tours and exhibitions.



Back at the auction, as the hammer fell, I watched the sellers burst into tears. The auctioneer’s cry of “sold for $394,000!” for Rowling’s chair set a world record and raised the ceiling on the value of Harry Pottery. (For more about the chair and photos, see Chapter 4.)

Inside This Book

From movie props to rare exclusives, Harry Potter collectibles speak volumes about Rowling’s characters and how her marvelous creations have touched an entire generation. This book will show you where to find specialty movie props and delve into the diversity of the mass-marketed items created to satisfy fans’ never-ending appetite for all things Potter.

As is the case with all collectibles, condition and rarity are the two main factors that influence price. This book aims to depict top examples from several different collecting categories. It also will touch on the history of Harry Pottery categories.

As you read the book, pay special attention to the “Did you know?” tip boxes distributed across its chapters. These little factoids will open the window further into the wizarding world. There are no rules on what toys to collect but there criteria all valuable collections have in common: condition, authenticity, provenance, exposure and quality. Combined, we’ll learn how to focus on the most popular collecting genres and target the most valuable examples in each.

You’ll also hear from Harry Pottery collectors themselves as well as some of the most important websites and collectors who specialize in the culture relating to the books, films, play and more. With that, I hope you point your wand and, with a whisper of “accio,” pull this book into your own treasured collection of Harry Potter collectibles.
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Destined only for theatrical release, original movie posters are now hot commodities to fans and collectors. This poster for Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets can be had for between $40 and $100.

Courtesy Heritage Auctions, ha.com
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Excited New York City children celebrate “Harry Potter: The Exhibition” making its final North American tour stop at Discovery Times Square on April 5, 2011 in New York City.
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“No story lives unless someone wants to listen. The stories we love best do live in us forever. So whether you come back by page or by the big screen, Hogwarts will always be there to welcome you home.”

– J.K. Rowling




CHAPTER 1
BOOKS

J.K. Rowling is a serious student of witchcraft, magic, divination, and alchemy.

Finding the real philosopher’s stone has been a mission for alchemists for centuries. Grindylows are not friendly mermaids. Heroes are not heroes until they learn of their mysterious past, for heroes must suffer a traumatic event and rely upon supernatural help to succeed on great and dangerous journeys.

It is no wonder that Harry Potter and Voldemort carry a bit of each other inside them. The struggle is real, my friends, and their explosive relationship in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s (or Philosopher’s) Stone launched millions of fans into a wonderful world full of mystery, spells, and tortured characters.

Hard to believe it all started with just 500 copies.

The first printing of the first edition of the British version of the initial Harry Potter novel was the result of an extremely small press run on June 26, 1997 by Bloomsbury in England. Rowling’s hugely successful novels about a boy wizard scooped up most children’s literature awards in the UK and in the U.S. after its publication under the title Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone in 1998. It stayed near the top of the New York Times Best Sellers list for most of 1999 and 2000. Like the succeeding novels in the seven-book series, it was turned into a feature film, making stars of its three young main actors and engaging a host of major British actors.
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A first edition, first printing of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, 1997, in like-new condition, has surpassed the ranks of first-edition James Bond titles and first-edition copies of Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien in terms of collector worth. The first edition shows a picture of a wizard against a white background on the spine and the same unnamed wizard on the back cover, smoking a long pipe and holding what appears to be a leather-covered book with a pentagram on the cover. The art is by Thomas Taylor. These crucial details would be changed in future editions. The cover price is $10.99. Copies now sell in excess of $40,000, and the copy shown here, offered in incredible condition in 2013, sold for a commanding $43,750.

Courtesy of Bonhams, bonhams.com



Not surprisingly, it’s easy to distinguish first editions (published as Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone) from later printings. First issue details are always present on the copyright page:


	Look for the numeral sequence “10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1”

	The copyright page on a first printing of the first edition shows “Copyright © Text Joanne Rowling 1997.”



Bloomsbury took a chance on the book only after Rowling had sent it to eight publishers. The publishing house paid her an advance valued at £1,500 (over $1,800) and planned a hardcover edition aimed mainly at libraries, the No. 1 buyer of children’s books. Roughly 300 of the initial 500 copies were purchased by libraries or found their way into the hands of children — not adult hands as future press runs eventually would.

“What’s astonishing is that copies originally sold for $10.99 and collectors will pay more than $40,000 for a copy,” said James Gannon, director of rare books at Heritage Auctions. “You can never underestimate the demand and passion of a Harry Potter fan.”

Harry Potter by the Numbers
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Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone

***

PUB DATE: September 1998

INITIAL PRINT RUN: 50,000

CHAPTERS: 17

PAPERBACK: September 8, 1999

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY ED: September 23, 2008

All photos are courtesy of Heritage Auctions, ha.com
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Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets

***

PUB DATE: June 2, 1999

INITIAL PRINT RUN: 250,000

CHAPTERS: 18

PAPERBACK: July 8, 2000
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Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban

***

PUB DATE: September 8, 1999

INITIAL PRINT RUN: 500,000

CHAPTERS: 22

PAPERBACK: September 11, 2001
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Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire

***

PUB DATE: July 8, 2000

INITIAL PRINT RUN: 3.8 million

-Sold 3 million copes in the first weekend on sale; went back to press for additional 3 million

CHAPTERS: 37

PAPERBACK: July 31, 2002
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Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix

***

PUB DATE: June 21, 2003

INITIAL PRINT RUN: 6.8 million

-Went back pre-publication for second printing of 1.7 million

-Ordered third printing of 800k on June 24, bringing in print to 9.3 million

-Sold 5 million copies in first 24 hours

-Sold 11 million copies in first 12 weeks

CHAPTERS: 38

PAPERBACK: August 8, 2004
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Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince

***

PUB DATE: July 16, 2005

INITIAL PRINT RUN: 10.8 million

-Second printing of 2.7 million

-Sold 6.9 million in the first 24 hours

-Sold 11 million in first 9 weeks

CHAPTERS: 30

PAPERBACK: July 25, 2006
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Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows

***

PUB DATE: July 21, 2007

INITIAL PRINT RUN: 12 million

-Sold 8.3 million in the first 24 hours

-Sold 11.5 million it first 10 days

CHAPTERS: 36, plus epilogue

PAPERBACK: July 7, 2009



First-Edition Printing Errors

As is usual with first-edition books, several errors had slipped through the publisher’s initial press run of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. Finding these mistakes is fun, but they also serve as a crucial means for determining a first-edition, first-printing copy from later reprints. Interestingly, these errors and details were not caught even after the publisher created proofs for Rowling and reviewers.


	“Copyright © Text Joanne Rowling 1997” (rather than “J.K. Rowling”).

	The seventh line of the imprint page does not include a space between Taylor Thomas and 1997.

	“1 wand” appearing twice (first and last) in the list of “Other Equipment” on page 53.



“As the first book in the series, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone has a special place in the affections of the millions of readers across the world and the proofreading error about the wand in the first edition has, of course, become a treasured piece of Harry Potter arcane,” said Matthew Haley, head of Books and Manuscripts at Bonham’s Auctions, which sold a first-edition, first-printing copy for a world record $43,750 in November 2016.


Publication Dates & First Printings

1. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone: September 1998 (50,000)

2. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets: June 2, 1999 (250,000)

3. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban: September 8, 1999 (500,000)

4. Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire: July 8, 2000 (3.8 million)

5. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix: June 21, 2003 (6.8 million)

6. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince: July 16, 2005 (10.8 million)

7. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: July 21, 2007 (12 million)

*Source: Scholastic.com
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First edition, first printing, one of 500 copies of the first and rarest of the Harry Potter books, and one of approximately 300 copies sent to British libraries. Featuring “Copyright © Text Joanne Rowling 1997” (rather than “J.K. Rowling”), and “Taylor1997” (rather than “Taylor 1997”) on the copyright page. This particular copy was once the property of the West Sussex Libraries, evidenced by the circular library stamp on the front pastedown. It sold for a whopping $15,535 at auction.

Courtesy of Heritage Auctions, ha.com
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For the astute fans of the Harry Potter series, a complete set of seven large octavo volumes of the first American editions of the series can be worth thousands. This set, including The Sorcerer’s Stone, Chamber of Secrets, Prisoner of Azkaban, Goblet of Fire, Order of the Phoenix, Half Blood Prince, and Deathly Hallows, was published in New York by Arthur A. Levine/Scholastic Press, 1998-2007. The set sold for $2,987.

All photos courtesy of Heritage Auctions, ha.com
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Reprints

Popularity took off faster than publisher Bloomsbury anticipated, prompting a second press run of 1,000 copies and three more reprints of 500 copies each. Copy editors and Rowling were given a chance to correct errors and replace text of her choosing. A total of 15 changes were made to new editions. Again, collectors immediately zero in on these changes (along with copyright page edition figures) to determine where their copy falls in the early press runs of the first book. The following 15 changes were made to later reprints, according to Philip W. Errington (J.K. Rowling: A Bibliography, 1997-2003):


	Page 15, line 3: "he tried to kill the Potter’s son" to "he tried to kill the Potters’ son"

	Page 17, lines 31-32: "I’ll be takin’ Sirius his bike back" to "I’d best get this bike away"

	Page 31, line 34: deletion of a single inverted comma at the beginning of the line

	Page 52, line 35: "Beginners’ Guide" to "A Beginner’s Guide"

	Page 53, line 9: deletion of second "1 wand" from list

	Page 56, lines 17-18: "seventeen Sickles an ounce" to "sixteen Sickles and ounce"

	Page 72, line 25: "a shiney silver badge" to "a shiney red and gold badge"

	Page 87, line 31: "Hogwarts, a History" to "Hogwarts: A History"

	Page 92, line 22: "four hundred years" to "five hundred years"

	Page 101, line 4: "head of Gryffindor House" to "Head of Gryffindor House"

	Page 147, line 7-8: "looking forward to next day" to "looking forward to the next day"

	Page 168, lines 9-10: "One Hundred Magical Herbs" to "One Thousand Magical Herbs"

	Page 193, line 27: "that’s the pub" to "that’s one of the pubs"

	Page 205, line 3: "you go next to him" to "you go there"

	Page 205, line 32: "I take one step forward and she’ll take me" to “I’ll make my move and she’ll take me"



The first book is not the only one to feature errors. The first United Kingdom printing of Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets from 1998 features several. On the front flap of the dust jacket, paragraph 5, lines 1 and 2, does not have Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone in italics; paragraph 5, line 7, “Tom El-Shawk Age 11” has no comma after the name and age has a capital “A”; paragraph 6, line 1, Harry Potter is not italicized; paragraph
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A Special and Rare Book Handwritten and Illustrated by J.K. Rowling
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