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​Restoring the American Dream:

​The Freedom & Fairness Plan for a Stronger Nation

By John Weyermuller

From the Civic Sense series, straightforward insights and practical answers for those who want to understand the world and improve it.

About the Civic Sense Series

The Civic Sense series was created with a simple goal: to make sense of a complicated world. In a time of political dysfunction, social upheaval, environmental crisis, and economic anxiety, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed, or to tune out altogether. These books are an invitation to do the opposite.

Written in clear, accessible language, each volume tackles a major issue shaping our future, from the collapse of civilizations and climate change, to democratic reform, education, economic justice, and beyond. These are not textbooks, academic treatises, or political manifestos. They are short, thoughtful guides for everyday people who want to understand what’s happening, why it matters, and what can be done about it.

Each book begins with the big picture, explores how we got here, and offers real-world solutions rooted in history, evidence, and common sense. Whether you’re a concerned citizen, an educator, a student, or just someone looking for clarity, the Civic Sense series is for you.

This is a time for rebuilding, not only our systems, but our civic imagination. That starts with good information, told plainly and honestly. The Civic Sense series is part of that effort: a toolbox for thinking critically, acting wisely, and working together to create a future that is more resilient, more just, and more humane than what we inherited.

​No jargon. No spin. Just ideas that matter. For people who care.

​Introduction: A Nation at a Crossroads

America is the greatest nation the world has ever known. Built on the ideals of liberty, opportunity, and hard work, our country has long stood as a beacon of hope for those who dared to dream. But today, that dream is slipping out of reach for far too many.

The middle class—the beating heart of our economy—is shrinking. Young people are drowning in debt. Families are choosing between groceries and medical bills. Veterans return home to broken promises. Workers are giving everything they have and still can’t afford a decent life. Meanwhile, billionaires and corporate elites rake in record profits, buy off politicians, and hoard the wealth that working Americans create.

This is not the America we were promised.

And it’s not the America we have to accept.

Both major political parties have promised change for too long but delivered more of the same. They talk about working families while they shake hands with corporate lobbyists behind closed doors. They wave the flag on stage, then pass laws that benefit the few at the expense of the many. They distract us with division while quietly selling out our future.

It’s time for something different.

It’s time for a new movement—one that puts people over profits, workers over Wall Street, and community over corruption. That movement is the Freedom & Fairness Party.

We’re not here to play the old political games. We’re here to rewrite the rules—so they work for the American people, not just the powerful few. We stand for honest work, fair pay, strong families, safe communities, and a government that answers to the people—not donors, not corporations, not special interests.

This book is a call to action. It’s a roadmap for restoring the American Dream—not with vague slogans or empty promises, but with real solutions rooted in the values that built this country: hard work, fairness, patriotism, and freedom.

Whether you’re a farmer or a factory worker, a nurse or a teacher, a soldier or a small business owner—this book is for you. If you believe America should reward work, not just wealth—this book is for you. If you’re tired of being ignored, cheated, and left behind—this book is your voice.

You’re not alone. And you’re not powerless.

Together, we can build a nation that works for everyone again.
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​Chapter 1: The Rigged System
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You can feel it, even if no one says it out loud. Something in this country just isn’t working the way it used to.

You get up early, put in your hours, pay your bills, and do your part. You were raised to believe that if you worked hard, you’d get ahead. That there’d be enough to take care of your family, save for the future, and maybe even take a vacation once in a while. That was the deal. That was the American promise.

But somehow, that promise has been broken.

Prices keep rising, but your paycheck barely moves. Groceries cost more. Rent or a mortgage eats up most of your income. A trip to the doctor could mean a pile of bills you’ll spend years paying off. And no matter how hard you try to get ahead, you always seem to fall further behind.

Meanwhile, you watch the news and see billionaires adding zeroes to their wealth, giant corporations announcing record profits, and politicians smiling on TV. At the same time, nothing actually gets better for you or your community.[image: ]

You’re not imagining things. The system really is rigged, and the two political parties are complicit.

For decades, working Americans have been told that the economy is “booming,” the markets are “strong,” and everything is going great. But the only ones who seem to be enjoying that so-called prosperity are the people at the very top, the CEOs, the hedge fund managers, the corporate executives, and the politicians they keep in their back pockets.

These are the folks who benefit from a system designed to protect wealth, not reward work. They’ve written the rules to make sure they win, no matter what happens to everyone else. And they’ve done it while telling the rest of us that this is just how the world works now.

But it wasn’t always this way.

There was a time in America when a single income could support a family. When one job was enough to pay the bills, send the kids to school, and put away a little for retirement. When companies treated workers like people, not expenses to be cut. When community, not corporate greed, shaped our national values.

What changed?

Over time, the powerful learned how to bend the system in their favor. They bought influence in Washington, hired armies of lobbyists, and poured money into the political process until the people we elected stopped listening to us and started answering to them.

Every election cycle, we’re offered a choice: red or blue, Republican or Democrat. But once the speeches are over and the votes are counted, the same people still hold the reins. The policies don’t change, and neither does the outcome for most Americans. It’s a two-party shell game; no matter which way you pick, the house still wins.

Even worse, those in power have learned to keep us distracted. They stir up outrage, amplify division, and
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