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THE RESCUERS 
			

			
				
				
THE 
TALE 
OF THE 
DIAMOND KNOT 

			
				
THE WRECK 
			

			
				
It was 1947, and America was at peace after the long 
			

			
				
years of World War II. During the war, the ship 
			

			
				
				
Diamond Knot 
transported supplies for the war effort. 

			
				
Now she had a happier mission. She was carrying 
			

			
				
precious food for a hungry nation. On this voyage, 
			

			
				
she was bound for Seattle, loaded with seven million 
			

			
				
cans of Alaska salmon. 
			

			
				
With less than a day left before she reached Seattle’s 
			

			
				
				
port, a thick fog overtook the ship. The 
Diamond Knot 

			
				
made her way carefully through the night, listening 
			

			
				
for buoy bells and ship horns. It was an hour after 
			

			
				
				
midnight when disaster struck. A larger ship, the 
Fenn 

			
				
				
Victory, 
appeared suddenly out of the fog. There was 

			
				
no time to change course, and the two ships collided. 
			

			
				
The broken ships used their radios to call for help. 
			

			
				
Rescue tugboats stationed nearby hurried to assist. 
			

			
				
They found the ships stuck together and leaking 
			

			
				
badly. The tugs succeeded in pulling the ships apart, 
			

			
				
				
and the 
Fenn Victory 
headed for the port without 

			
				
				
help. But the 
Diamond Knot 
was filling with water. 

			
				
Afraid that the ship might sink, the tugs rescued 
			

			
				
the crew. 
			

			
				
The captains still believed they had a chance to 
			

			
				
				
save the 
Diamond Knot 
by pushing her onto a beach 

			
				
where workers could save some parts—and recover 
			

			
				
the tons of badly needed food inside. 
			

			
				
But just before they could reach the nearby bay, the 
			

			
				
ship rolled on her side and sank to the bottom, tak- 
			

			
				
ing her precious cargo with her into the deep. The 
			

			
				
helpless crews watched as she went down. 
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THE SALVORS 
			

			
				
Deep sea divers went down, breathing air pumped through 
			

			
				
hoses. They used torches to cut the sides open. 
			

			
				
The salvors’ plan was to lower a big hose to blast 
			

			
				
apart cargo boxes with high-pressure air. A second 
			

			
				
hose would suck the loose cans up like a giant 
			

			
				
vacuum cleaner. Time was running out, and they 
			

			
				
weren’t sure it would work. 
			

			
				
They started the hose. In that first minute the 
			

			
				
pumps brought up 1,000 gallons of water—and with 
			

			
				
it 800 dented, clattering cans of salmon. Over the 
			

			
				
next few weeks, over 4 million cans were recovered. 
			

			
				
Together, the tugboats and salvors had saved 38 
			

			
				
lives and millions of dollars’ worth of precious food. 
			

			
				
The wreck began as the greatest cargo loss in the 
			

			
				
history of western North America, but the workers 
			

			
				
turned a catastrophe into a triumph. 
			

			
				
Barges anchored over the wreck lifted the heavy 
			

			
				
sections of the hull using steam-powered cranes. 
			

			
				
				
IN THIS BOOK 
we will look at some of the dangers of the sea and how seafarers respond to them. We will 

			
				
also take a peek inside the boats that are built to save lives and salvage ships. And we will pay tribute to the 
			

			
				
people who use their courage, skill, and ingenuity to turn disaster into victory. 
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With the 
Diamond Knot 
sunk, there seemed to be little chance that the food 

			
				
supply would reach the hungry public. 
			

			
				
But for salvors Art McCray and Fred Devine, no challenge was too tough. 
			

			
				
They were experts at recovering ships that were lost at sea. If they took the 
			

			
				
time to raise the ship, the cans would be ruined by the salty water. Instead, 
			

			
				
they decided to cut the ship apart so they could reach the cargo inside. 
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RISKS AND REWARDS 
			

			
				
Tonight is a big night for these crabbers. They are going 
			

			
				
out to set their crab traps—called pots—for the first time 
			

			
				
this season. But first they have a challenge to face. 
			

			
				
Leaving the safety of the port, they have to travel to the 
			

			
				
open sea to fish for crab. To get to the open sea, they need 
			

			
				
to cross a place known as “the bar.” Crossing the bar is one 
			

			
				
of the most dangerous things boats do. 
			

			
				
Below decks are the engine room and fish holds. One of the holds is full of stored pots, and the other hold 
			

			
				
is full of frozen bait boxes. Once all the pots are set, these holds can be filled with salt water. The crab they 
			

			
				
catch will be put into the holds and kept alive until they can be sold in the port. 
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The bar is where the currents from the river mix with 
			

			
				
ocean waves. The mixing forces of current and waves 
			

			
				
make the seas very rough and difficult for boats to cross. 
			

			
				
But the crabbers have to cross the bar to get to crabbing 
			

			
				
grounds and then cross it again to get back home. 
			

			
				
Crossing the bar with a heavy load of pots can be very 
			

			
				
risky, so the captain has to steer carefully to pass through 
			

			
				
safely. 
			

			
				
The crew has already decided that the risks are worth- 
			

			
				
while. If they catch enough crab, they will all earn enough 
			

			
				
money this season. But success starts with survival. 
			

			
				
The boat will cross the bar many times this season, and 
			

			
				
each time they do, the danger will be on their minds. 
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