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Welcome to my book. It’s warm and safe

in here, which you will have guessed already because it’s about a human and three animals. You might not be able to remember the animals or the order they fall within the title, but that doesn’t matter. The pictures will remind you that my story is about a woman, a mink, a salmon cod and a donkey. Let me tell you a bit more about them.

The woman is embarking on an important ourney. She does not know her destination, but she knows what she’ll find when she gets there: an open pub. It has been a long time since she has been in one due

to a strange, sad region of yesteryear called ‘Lockdown’.

On her travels she finds a mink. The mink is wise because he’s known the cruelties of life, having been maligned because Danish minks were found to be spreading Coronavirus.

The woman helps the mink forget the cruelties of life through something as old as
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time itself: love. The mink helps the woman withstand the ourney to the pub through something else as old as time itself: wine.

As they wander on

their quest, they meet a

cod. It will never be easy

for a mink to meet a

cod because cod is tasty to

mink. Cod is also tasty to

non-vegetarian/vegan women, but not on this occasion because it’s still swimming around, and it’s not covered in batter. (You might be wondering how the cod travels with the woman and the mink. Don’t worry, it’ll make sense when you get to that part in the book.) At the beginning of the story, the cod is afraid, because its species has been

over-fished.

Finally, they meet a donkey. (No, it’s not Eeyore – this isn’t ‘Winnie the Pooh’.) The
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donkey is the noisiest thing they’ve ever met, yet never has anything useful or interesting to say. The irony. We all know a donkey.

I’m writing this book in a time when things aren’t very funny and no pubs are open, in the hope that by the time you read this, pubs will be open again and therefore you’ll

be more likely to find any-and everything funny, including this book. I hope you’re reading it in a time when three animals for company seems sweet, and not a necessity

***





[image: image]


because of social distancing. But whenever you’re reading it, I hope it makes you smile. If all else fails, go buy yourself a balloon. As the woman says, after the mink has given her a balloon:

‘Nobody can be uncheered with a balloon.’*

*Quote by A. A. ilne, ‘Winnie the Pooh’
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