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Preface

One of the most popular religions in the world with a huge number of followers and believers, Islam has been a center of attention in recent decades. The growing number of incidents of terror associated with Islam, particularly the September 11, 2001, attacks in the United States, as well as lifestyles and worldviews held by its followers that are unusual to Western people, may be cited as the primary reasons for this increased attention. However, it is no secret that most of these views on Islam and Muslims in the Western countries stem from assumptions or biases that do not reflect the reality and truth of Islam. Therefore, in addition to giving some basic information on Islam, this work seeks to shed light on some controversial issues—including jihad, violence in Islam, polygamy, and apostasy. In other words, what this set basically accomplishes is to introduce Islam to a mainly Western audience while keeping a keen interest in learning about and addressing some disputed issues that may be encouraging biases and stereotypes in the minds of Western people.

This is why I decided to take the initiative of editing this work: to address particularly the Western audience so they would become more familiar with the main concepts of Islam and the messages it has to offer to humankind. I must say, however, that this is not a defense of Islam against accusations, most of which I think are untrue and baseless. Instead, it is meant to serve as a humble contribution to the efforts of introducing Islam to those who would like to know more about it.

But this does not necessarily mean that this work proposes the true and genuine Islam. There may be different Islams, as understood and practiced by different groups in different times. One goal in this work is to present some basic principles, which will hopefully help the audience comprehend Islam; another goal is to show that there have been a wide range of different interpretations and variations of Islam throughout history. Personally, I believe that this is a sign of the plurality, transparency, openness, and richness of Islam. Therefore, it may not be reasonable to impose one version as the true Islam.

These volumes are not meant to promote or propagate Islam. It’s true that Islam is a religion that has the inherent ambition to reach out to non-Muslims and asks its followers to disseminate its message. But it also respects the individual and collective will and stresses that one should be free in choosing the faith he or she will uphold in exercising the rituals. But it is one of the goals in this work to show that Islam can be a good choice as a faith—not one that is superior to others but one that is as viable as others. Islam has something good to offer, which is why so many people in different parts of the world choose it as a set of principles to govern their daily interactions and engagements and as a source of eternal happiness and peace. In other words, not all Muslims follow the path of Islam because they were born into an environment where Islam as a religion was dictated upon them. A growing number of people choose Islam because they find something in it that speaks to the mind, the reason, the intellect, and the heart.

As the editor and author of quite a number of the entries in this work, I also seek to contribute to the pursuit of a common ground between subscribers of different faiths. A cliché that we are all humans may not work all the time to settle disputes and disagreements; we also need to acknowledge our differences, which, however, should not discourage us from trying to identify the similarities and commonalities. I hope that parts of this work will illustrate how many things we already agree upon, enjoy, and share.

These volumes contain nearly 700 entries that I believe a Western audience will find most interesting. The entries were selected based on whether they would address the intellectual curiosity of non-Muslims. For this reason, the outcome is an eclectic contribution that does not necessarily cover all aspects of Islam. But still, it is both an introductory work and a scholarly contribution to the study of Islam. Most contributors have a firm and confirmed background in Islamic studies, certifying their competence in the field. I respect the diverse scholarly opinions and approaches, even if I sometimes disagree with them. This is why I tried to ensure that the volumes reflect the diverse and plural nature of contemporary Islamic scholarship, which today incorporates progressive and unorthodox tendencies and methodologies as well as traditional contributions. Any inconsistencies between entries therefore should be attributed to the diversified content of the current scholarship and to the strong tradition of academic debate that has been an integral part of Islamic studies in early decades of Islam—a tradition that I believe contemporary Muslims should seek to revive.

The entries in the encyclopedia cover the period between the birth of Islam and the present time. However, given space limits, I adopted an eclectic approach, focusing on the most relevant and significant events and concepts and omitting the others. Relevance will be determined by a Western perspective rather than an Islamic one. This is why a number of issues that are directly relevant to Islamic theology but have little or no significance for a Western audience remain unattended. The volumes feature historical, conceptual, personal, or geographical accounts and entries. The entries have been written by experts in the field who are known for their firm contributions to Islamic scholarship; therefore, it is very likely that the encyclopedia will serve as a source of authoritative information for those looking for it.

Particular attention has been paid in making sure the volumes cover the most basic concepts on Islam; therefore, the encyclopedia will attract the attention of those who have a keen interest in Islam-related subjects. The entries provide the most essential aspects of the issues that have been covered, and the contributors have done their best to make sure that the style and language will be concise and jargon-free so that the audience will enjoy reading the material.

The length of the entries varies between 500 and 2,000 words, depending on the relevance and salience. In some rare cases where further discussion may be needed, the length may exceed the 2,000-word limit. Overall, most entries are around 1,000 to 1,500 words, making sure the subject matter is clearly and sufficiently discussed without delving into details that some may find unnecessary. Some of the subjects that are visibly relevant to each other have been discussed in one single entry to avoid repetition and overlap. All entries also feature additional readings for further information. Each volume includes a generous selection of color photographs showcasing noteworthy examples of Islamic culture from around the world.

These volumes will hopefully help readers become more familiar with the basic and most fundamental concepts of Islam. Since this has been the main goal, the authors have been asked to refrain from using a laudatory tone and style, and they have remained as impartial as possible. A direct criticism against the fundamentals of Islam has not been raised because this would not be compatible with the overall goal of the volumes, which is to offer a basic introduction of Islam and to present different views expressed in the history of Islamic scholarship that confirm its rich academic diversity and pluralism.

Hoping that the book will fulfill this goal, I would like to further note that any blatant errors are mine and that, as editor, I am responsible for any misunderstandings, ambiguities, or confusion that I may have failed to address.

Cenap Çakmak

Eskisehir, Turkey 2016


Acknowledgments

A number of people deserve credit for this book. My mother has been a true inspiration and model to me for which I dedicate this work to her memory. Although we hold different views on some aspects of religion, I would like to acknowledge the accumulated contribution of my father, Mustafa Çakmak, my first teacher of Islam. Scholars from different parts of the world who contributed to this work deserve a special thank you. Without their contributions, my efforts would not have come to fruition. They have shown, once again, the significance of academic solidarity and of the bonds among peers and colleagues that create a unique culture and code of fellowship. Hacer Çakmak, colleague and niece, helped draft a list of entries, read and edited the pieces the contributors returned, and reviewed most revisions. I would also like to thank the editorial staff at ABC-CLIO. I cannot thank development editors Anne Thompson and Lori Hobkirk enough. They have been extremely patient with me, particularly with my delays in addressing the revisions and inquiries. They have performed all the tasks that required closer attention without which this book would have been missing a lot. Finally, I am grateful to my wife, Yasemin, and two boys, Ahmet Malik and Bekir Hilmi, for their support, patience, and encouragement.


Introduction

Islam—not only as a religion but also as something that claims to offer a set of rules that apply to individual, social, economic, and political matters—has attracted a great deal of attention in recent years. Sadly, however, as a Muslim who believes that Islam should be understood by reference to the main ethical propositions in the Quran and the hadiths, I have to admit that this attention has been far beyond desirable. People in most predominantly Muslim countries seem to be overconfident of the supremacy of their faith, which they believe will improve their standards and help them defy what they tend to define as blasphemous. This overconfidence is further supported and confirmed by bigotry, extremism, and radicalism. Illiteracy, poverty, and lack of respect for universally recognized rights, principles, and values seem to become more prevalent among Muslims, while Islam places the greatest emphasis upon them.

A religion can be a source of good or evil deeds, depending on how it is interpreted and practiced by its followers. This generalization applies to Islam as well. Islam literally means “peace,” and it promotes peaceful existence within diversity and plurality. I am aware that this is a bold argument. But regardless of what it is associated with, this is, I believe, the essence of Islam. I do not, on the other hand, suggest that Islam is purely nonviolent and enjoys a moral superiority to any other system of values. My argument just suggests that Islam is inherently good and grounded upon morally uncontestable premises. This is where Islam and other religions visibly converge. The differences, according to Islam, should not be taken as justifications for conflict. From an Islamic perspective, the areas of agreement between different religions should be accentuated, and the differences should be preserved and respected.

Ironically, however, Islam has become a fairly negative reference in political debates, media circles, and even daily engagements in many parts of the world. Obviously this is a huge problem that Muslims should take into account, because it is their identity itself that has been undermined and tarnished. It is sad to observe that they still fail to realize that they have a very serious problem to deal with. Islam defines, at least partly, who we are as Muslims. How Islam is perceived therefore should matter, because otherwise Muslims, as a broad community, cannot be incorporated into the global society of peoples. Muslims cannot and should not be part of any sort of clash between civilizations; instead, they should be promoters of interaction, engagement, and coexistence to address the problems that all of humanity is facing today.

When there is visible contribution by a Muslim or Muslims when addressing or resolving a problem, other Muslims should feel proud. This is at least how I feel when that happens, because then I realize that Islam can and is part of a solution. In the Rwandan genocide, for instance, where nearly 1 million people were killed, the Muslim minority of the country rescued and sheltered a large number of people, helping them survive the madness and catastrophe. These brave people who have for the most part remained unacknowledged and anonymous deserve appreciation for what they have done. Those are the Muslims I am proud of and present as examples of high morality. They not only refrained from becoming involved in the genocide, but they also accomplished something great by saving many innocent people from death. And most important, they did this without discriminating against the victims. Muslims (Tutsis and Hutus) saved Tutsis who were being massacred and moderate Hutus who refused to take part in the genocide. I tend to believe that Islam has been at least one of the motivations for this good deed.

But at the same time, every Muslim, I would like to underline, should feel distant to those who commit evil deeds in the name of Islam no matter how zealously and ambitiously they argue that they are taking action for a noble Islamic cause. A Muslim cannot defend another Muslim who commits, justifies, or supports terror, illegitimate violence, repression, tyranny, and anything that is not consistent with human dignity and honor. This is a type of responsibility by virtue of being born as a human as well as of choosing Islam as a source and basis of morality.

This is not to question whether those Muslims who fail to honor their responsibilities are true Muslims. How Islam should be practiced is of course always open to debate, but whether the precepts of Islam are implemented properly remains an individual choice. However, we all need to remind ourselves of the possibility that Islam may have been hijacked by those who distort its message to justify what they are doing. A religion, as an institution that teaches moral values, cannot possibly be promoting evil. This must be true for Islam as well. Islam, which claims to base its message on a divine revelation, is inherently a set of universally acknowledged and endorsed moral values and principles against which people of conscience will not raise any objection.

It is therefore possible to identify a common ground of universal moral values among the peoples, cultures, civilizations, and religions of the world. This is not to suggest that the differences should be eliminated. Quite the contrary, the differences may even be further encouraged, but similarities and common goals need greater focus and attention. And Islam has a lot in common with other religions, civilizations, and cultures. This is why a basic introduction of Islam may help everyone settle disputes and disagreements without imposing a certain version of faith.

The gloomy situation in the Muslim world produces growing problems that not only Muslims but also others have to cope with. As a result, Islam is often associated with fundamentalism, terrorism, and violence. I cannot possibly argue that there is no ground or basis whatsoever for doing so. Obviously, there are firm reasons for those who make an assessment of Islam by taking a look at how Muslims behave and perform and drawing such conclusions that Islam is a source of backwardness or disruption to universal values.

While agreeing that there are reasons for such a belief or conclusion, I will go against the argument that Islam—a reflection and message of pure, divine revelation—is the source of something that contradicts with what the soul, the heart, and the mind want. The Muslim world, which is struggling with a series of crises, is one problem, but Islam being misunderstood in a non-Muslim world is another. I am not saying that this is a problem that Western audiences need to consider and address. It is a problem that Muslims are obligated to resolve.

Cenap Çakmak

Eskisehir, Turkey 2016


Chronology

The following is a timeline of major events in Islamic history, beginning with the birth of Prophet Muhammad.








	570

	Traditional date given for the birth of the prophet Muhammad, son of Amina bint Wahb and Abd Allah ibn Abd al-Muttalib. Abd Allah dies shortly after the birth of Muhammad.




	575

	Muhammad returns to Mecca after a stay with Halima, his wet nurse, in a remote area; hiring a wet nurse and sending the child to a place with a milder weather was a widely upheld tradition in Mecca.




	577

	Amina, Muhammad’s mother, dies.




	579

	Muhammad’s grandfather, Abd al-Muttalib, dies; Muhammad moves in with his uncle, Abu Talib.




	583

	Muhammad joins his uncle on his business trip to Damascus, where he meets the Christian monk Bahira, who tells Muhammad that he will be chosen as the messenger of Allah.




	590

	Muhammad joins Hilf al-Fudul (League of the Virtuous), an alliance formed to promote ethical values in Mecca before Islam.




	595

	Muhammad marries his distant cousin, Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, a wealthy merchant and Muhammad’s employer.




	610

	Sometimes referred to as the Night of Destiny (Laylat al-Qadr), when Muhammad receives his first revelation from the angel Gabriel. Khadijah is the first one to accept that Muhammad is receiving revelations from God through Gabriel.




	613–616

	Muhammad begins to preach the message of Islam publicly, and new converts to the faith face persecution by the major tribal power in Mecca, the Quraysh. Muhammad’s position in Mecca is increasingly tenuous.




	615

	The first group of Muslim emigrants leave Mecca for Abyssinia to escape persecution.




	616

	The second group of Muslim emigrants leave for Abyssinia.




	617

	Leading figures in Mecca agree on a boycott against Muslims. The boycott includes a ban on any form of economic, social, or cultural interaction, relation, or engagement with Muslims.




	619

	The boycott ends. Muhammad’s wife Khadijah dies, followed shortly after by the death of his uncle Abu Talib, his main protector from his enemies among the Quraysh. This is commonly known as the Year of Sadness (Aam al-Huzn).




	620

	Muhammad’s Night/Heavenly Journey (Isra and Mi’raj) takes place, when he reportedly is carried from Mecca to Jerusalem on the back of a steed and from Jerusalem ascends to Paradise, where he meets the other prophets, including Moses. Muhammad first meets a group of people from Medina at Aqabah where they promise to protect him, known as the First Aqabah Homage.




	622

	Second Aqabah Homage. Year of the hijra, when Muhammad and about 70 families move to Yathrib (later called Medinat al-Nabi). This begins “Year One” of the Hijri Islamic lunar calendar.




	623

	The Charter of Medina is ratified, and Muhammad marries Aisha, daughter of Abu Bakr.




	624

	Despite being greatly outnumbered, Muhammad and his followers achieve a decisive defeat over the Meccan fighters in the Battle of Badr.




	625

	The Muslims are defeated by the Meccan fighters at the Battle of Uhud. This is also the year of the expulsion of two Jewish tribes from Medina who were accused of collaborating with the Meccans.




	627

	Battle of the Trench. The Meccans try but fail to capture Medina. The city is protected by trenches dug around it that prevent the Meccan troops from entering.




	628

	The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, a truce between the cities of Mecca and Medina. Muhammad’s military exploits are widely respected in the Hejaz (coastal area that includes the two holiest cities of Islam, Mecca and Medina).




	629

	Muhammad sends envoys to rulers in different parts of Arabia, Persia, and Byzantine territories who carry his letters inviting the rulers to embrace Islam.




	630

	After the Meccans violate the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, Muhammad and his army march on Mecca. The Muslims destroy the idols of the Kaaba. Later this year the tribal chiefs of Arabia accept Islam.




	632

	In March, Muhammad makes a “Farewell Pilgrimage” to Mecca. On June 8, Muhammad dies. Abu Bakr, his close companion and father-in-law, becomes caliph (successor), marking the beginning of the rashidun (rightly guided) period.




	632–634

	Abu Bakr’s caliphate is marked by his successful consolidation of the Arabian tribes and suppression of various tribal uprisings during the Ridda Wars. Abu Bakr dies in the year 634.




	634–644

	Caliphate of Umar ibn al-Khattab. Muslim armies successfully invade Iraq, Syria, and Egypt. Muslims defeat the Sassanids at Nihavand and capture parts of Persia.




	637

	Caliph Umar conquers Jerusalem.




	641

	The Islamic army conquers Egypt.




	644

	Umar is fatally wounded by a Persian prisoner. Uthman ibn Affan is elected as the third caliph.




	653

	Cyprus is conquered.




	656

	Uthman is assassinated by a group of discontented Muslims. Ali ibn Abu Talib is declared the fourth caliph. Not all Muslims accept Ali’s rule. Muhammad’s wife (and widow), Aisha, urges those opposing Ali’s rule to fight in the Battle of the Camel, but they are defeated by the partisans of Ali.




	657

	Muawiyah, governor of Damascus and cousin of the assassinated Uthman, challenges Ali to meet him in battle at Siffin. Despite the battle going in his favor, Ali agrees to stop fighting and submit to arbitration. A group opposing Ali’s arbitration, the Kharijites, secedes from Ali’s camp.




	661

	Ali is assassinated by a Kharijite, and Muawiyah is proclaimed caliph. The Umayyad Caliphate commences. The capital of the dynasty is moved from Medina to Damascus and lasts until the year 750.




	669

	Istanbul is sieged by an Islamic army.




	670

	Hassan, grandson of Prophet Muhammad, is poisoned to death. Hassan had previously relinquished his right as caliph. There is widespread belief among scholars that Muawiyah conspired against him because he was still a threat.




	678

	Aisha dies.




	680

	Yazid succeeds his father as new caliph in the Umayyad rule. On the 10th day of the month of Muharram, Ali’s son Husayn is martyred, along with most of his family, by troops of the caliph Yazid at a battle on the plains of Karbala.




	683

	Yazid dies.




	691

	The Dome of the Rock is completed in Jerusalem.




	692

	Hajjaj sieges Medina and kills Abdullah b. Zubayr, who stages a rebellion against the Umayyad reign.




	711

	Islamic armies conquer Spain, expanding the territories under control.




	716

	Istanbul is sieged for the third time.




	718

	Umar b. Abd al-Aziz becomes caliph in the Umayyad administration. Unlike other Umayyad caliphs, he has a good reputation and is known as a just ruler.




	732

	Charles Martel defeats Muslims at Poitiers in France.




	750–1517

	The Abbasid Caliphate is established in 750 after the overthrow of the Umayyads.




	756–1031

	Abd al-Rahman establishes Umayyad family rule in Córdoba.




	762

	The Abbasids claim the city of Baghdad as their new capital.




	765

	Death of Jafar al-Sadiq, the sixth Shia imam.




	767

	Death of Abu Hanifa, founder of the Sunni Hanafi school of law.




	786–809

	Caliphate of Harun al-Rashid. The caliph presides over a period of greatness for the Abbasids. The caliphate encourages scientific and scholarly learning and officially patronizes translations of works from other languages into Arabic.




	795

	Death of Malik ibn Anas, founder of the Sunni Maliki school of law.




	820

	Death of Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi’i, founder of the Sunni Shafi’i school of law.




	830

	Death of Ibn Hisham, the prophet Muhammad’s most famous biographer.




	855

	Death of Ahmad ibn Hanbal, founder of the Sunni Hanbali school of law.




	870

	Death of Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari, compiler of one of the most authentic books of hadiths.




	909–1171

	The Fatimid Caliphate, established in 909, rules in North Africa, Egypt, and southern Syria. It finally comes to an end due to the famous Muslim military commander Salah al-Din al-Ayyubid.




	1040–1194

	The Seljuk Empire, established in 1040, rules over Persia, Iraq, and Syria.




	1095

	Pope Urban II urges a crusade, or holy war, of Christian soldiers against Muslims, saying “Deus vult” (God wills it).




	1096

	The First Crusade starts.




	1098

	Crusaders capture Antakya (formerly Antioch).




	1099

	Crusaders capture Jerusalem and massacre Muslims and Jews in the city.




	1111

	The influential Muslim scholar al-Ghazali dies.




	1124

	Hassan Sabbah, leader of the Assassins, dies.




	1145

	Seljuks defeat the army of the Second Crusade in Anatolia.




	1166

	Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani, founder of the Qadiri order, dies.




	1169–1250

	The Ayyubid Caliphate, established in 1169, rules over Egypt, Syria, Diyar Bakr, western Jazira, and Yemen. Its rule in Egypt lasts until 1250 but continues in other areas well into the 15th century.




	1193

	Salahaddin Ayyubi, founder of the Ayyubid state, dies.




	1196

	Al-Muhaddith Emir al-Maqsud defeats the crusaders.




	1198

	Ibn Rushd, influential Muslim philosopher, dies.




	1199

	The Fourth Crusade is declared.




	1218

	The Fifth Crusade is directed against Egypt, where the crusaders are defeated.




	1228

	The Sixth Crusade starts and fails in Egypt.




	1250–1517

	The Mamluk Empire, established in 1250, rules over Syria and Egypt. It is overthrown by the Ottoman Empire.




	1258

	Mongul armies invade Baghdad and sack the city.




	1273

	Rumi, the great Muslim mystic and author of Mathnavi, dies.




	1299–1922

	The Ottoman Empire, the last caliphate, is established in 1299.




	1326

	Ibn Taymiyya, a famous Islamic scholar who founded the Salafi school, dies.




	1369

	Ibn Battuta, a great Muslim traveler and scholar, dies.




	1453

	Ottoman sultan Mehmed II the Conqueror takes Istanbul and ends Byzantine rule.




	1492

	End of Islamic rule in Spain; Muslims are driven back.




	1499

	No Muslims are left in Spain; end of Islamic presence.




	1501

	Shah Ismail establishes the Safavid dynasty in Persia.




	1517

	Ottoman sultan Selim I occupies Egypt and becomes the first Ottoman caliph.




	1561

	Piri Rais draws an accurate map of the Atlantic seaboard.




	1683

	The Ottomans fail in the siege of Vienna; Ottoman expansion westward is stopped.




	1746

	Muhammad ibn Saud establishes the Saudi dynasty in Arabia.




	1798

	Napoleon leads his expedition into Egypt.




	1800

	About one-third of Africans forced into slavery in the United States are Muslim.




	1805

	Muhammad Ali becomes the governor of Egypt, which leads to Egypt’s independence from the Ottoman Empire.




	1918

	The Ottoman Empire falls; it was the last of the Islamic empires.




	1923

	Subsequent to the War of Liberation, Ataturk founds the Republic of Turkey as the successor of the Ottoman Empire.




	1924

	The new Turkish parliament abolishes the caliphate.




	 
	King Abd al-Aziz ibn Saud conquers Mecca and Medina and establishes a unified dynasty in Arabia.




	1925

	Reza Khan seizes control in Persia and establishes the Pahlavi dynasty.




	1926

	Lebanon becomes a parliamentary republic under French protectorate.




	1928

	Secularism is introduced in state administration in Turkey.




	 
	Hassan al-Banna introduces the Muslim Brotherhood, the earliest modern Islamist movement.




	1932

	Iraq gains independence by approval of the League of Nations.




	1935

	The official name of Persia is changed to Iran.




	1938

	Ataturk, founder of the Republic of Turkey, dies.




	1945

	The League of Arab States is formed in Cairo.




	 
	Indonesia declares independence from the Netherlands.




	1946

	Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria gain independence.




	1949

	Hassan al-Banna is assassinated.




	1951

	Libya becomes an independent state.




	1954

	The Muslim Brotherhood is banned in Egypt.




	1956

	Morocco gains independence.




	1957

	The Federation of Malaya, later named Malaysia, gains independence from Britain.




	1960

	Mali and Senegal become independent states.




	1965

	Malcolm X, American Muslim leader and activist, is assassinated.




	1967

	The Six-Day War is fought. Israel defeats a coalition of Arab states and seizes control in Jerusalem, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and the Sinai Peninsula.




	1968

	The Ba’ath Party stages a military coup in Iraq.




	1969

	The Organization of the Islamic Conference (later renamed the Organization of Islamic Cooperation) is established in Rabat, Morocco.




	1973

	The Yom Kippur War is fought; Egypt and Syria fail to recapture the Sinai Peninsula and the Golan Heights.




	1975

	A sectarian civil war begins in Lebanon.




	1978

	Egypt becomes the first Arab nation to recognize Israel.




	1979

	The Islamic Revolution is staged in Iran. Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini establishes a theocratic regime.




	1980

	Iraq invades Iran, starting a bilateral war.




	1987

	The First Intifada begins in Palestinian territories.




	1988

	The Iran-Iraq War comes to an end.




	1989

	Ayatollah Khomeini dies and is replaced by Ali Khamenei as the supreme leader of Iran.




	1990

	Iraq invades Kuwait.




	1991

	Acting pursuant to a United Nations resolution, a U.S.-led coalition strikes Iraq to reestablish territorial integration of Kuwait.




	

	The Algerian Civil War begins after the electoral victory of an Islamist party and lasts through 2002.




	1994

	Jordan becomes the second Arab state to recognize Israel.




	1996

	Taliban forces seize control in most parts of Afghanistan.




	1998

	Al-Qaeda targets American embassies in Nairobi and Dar as Salam in bombing attacks.




	2001

	Al-Qaeda militants hijack aircrafts and hit the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon outside Washington, DC. The United States starts a war on terror. Article V of the NATO Treaty is invoked to invade Afghanistan.




	2002

	Al-Qaeda kills more than 200 people in a bombing attack in Bali.




	2003

	The United States invades Iraq, arguing that Saddam Hussein has stockpiled weapons of mass destruction.




	2006

	After a trial, former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein is hanged because of his international crimes.




	2011

	The self-immolation of a street vendor in Tunisia starts what is popularly known as the Arab Spring, leading to political change in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya.




	 
	People stage a political riot in Syria in pursuit of recognition of fundamental rights and freedoms. Riots turn into a major civil war.




	 
	Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden is killed by U.S. Special Forces in Pakistan.




	2012

	Muhammad Morsi, leading member of the Muslim Brotherhood, becomes the first democratically elected president in Egypt.




	2013

	Morsi is deposed and arrested in a military coup d’état.




	2016

	Nearly 600,000 people were killed, and millions were displaced in Syrian civil war, with no viable solution on the horizon.






Cenap Çakmak, Coeli Fitzpatrick, 
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Aaron (Harun)

Aaron (Harun in Arabic) was the brother of Moses. God chose Aaron to be a messenger and appointed him as associate helper for Moses to help proclaim the message of one god. Aaron is mentioned many times in the Quran, sometimes by name and sometimes not, mainly in association with his brother. The tradition states that Aaron was older than Moses. Because the pharaoh of Egypt believed that killing the male infants of the people of Israel might result in a loss of manpower, he decided that the male newborns of the Israelites should be killed in one year but spared the next. Aaron was born in the year in which infants were spared, while Moses was born in the year in which infants were to be killed. In sura 19, the Quran declares that God granted the prophets, such as Moses and Aaron, a most true and virtuous renown among people. This means that God made them exceptional role models to follow in belief, thought, and good conduct. Their example could continue to benefit future generations by inspiring them to do good.

The Quran portrays Aaron as very mature, very devout, and also extremely eloquent and well spoken. God granted the Torah to Moses, and Moses asked God to increase his own power of speech and allow his brother Aaron to be a fluent speaker. In this way Aaron could support Moses in his mission to the pharaoh and in his struggle with his own people. In sura 38, Moses appeals to God to appoint Aaron, who is more eloquent in speech, as his helper, and God replies, “We will strengthen you through your brother and will invest both of you with power and authority. … You two, and all who follow you will be the victors.”

Before leaving for Mount Sinai, Moses appointed Aaron as his deputy among his people, saying “Take my place among my people [act to reform them and set things right], and do not follow the way of those who provoke disorder and corruption.” As reported in sura 7, Aaron did his best to prevent the people of Israel from falling into the fundamental error of worshipping idols, but they nearly killed him. So Aaron, aware of the delicacy of the situation, did not continue to oppose the people because he sought to avoid causing a division among the people of Israel, which would probably have led to bloodshed. Aaron had warned the people before Moses’s return “O my people! You are only being tested through this idol to prove the quality of your understanding and faith.” He waited for Moses’s return, as he knew he had gone for a short definite period. The Bible records that it was Aaron who made the golden calf for the Children of Israel to worship, whereas the Quran openly states that the one who made the calf is a man referred to as al-Samiri. When Moses returned from Mount Sinai, he rebuked his brother Aaron for allowing the worship of the golden calf. Moses laid hold of his brother’s head, dragging him toward himself. Aaron said, “Indeed the people deemed me weak, and almost killed me. So let not my enemies gloat over me, and do not count me among the wrongdoing people.”

A hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari, one of the soundest hadith collections, narrates that the prophet Muhammad left the city of Medina for the Battle of Tabuk and appointed his nephew and son-in-law Ali to succeed him in Medina. Ali asked the prophet, “Do you leave me with the children and the women?” The prophet replied, “Are you not satisfied to be to me like Aaron to Moses except that there shall be no Prophet after me?”

In the hadith tradition, we find that on his Night Journey (Isra) and Ascension (Mi’raj), the prophet Muhammad saw a man who was neither young nor old of age in the fifth heaven. The man was surrounded by many people of his nation. The prophet asked the archangel Gabriel who was that exalted personality. The angel said that it was one who was the beloved of his community—Aaron, the son of Imran. Hearing Gabriel’s response, the prophet and Aaron gave greetings to each other.

The Quran states that Aaron’s memory was left for people who came after him. In sura 2, the Quran narrates that centuries later when it returned to Israel, the Ark of the Covenant was described as a wooden coffer containing the tablets on which the Torah was inscribed and some “remnant of what the house of Moses and the house of Aaron left behind.” Sura 19 refers to the Virgin Mary as the sister of Aaron. It was a custom among the people of Israel to give their children the names of renowned people or to otherwise link them with one of their renowned ancestors. Mary was of a priestly line that traced itself to Moses and Aaron; therefore, people called her the sister of Aaron.
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Abbasids

The Abbasids were the Muslim dynasty that claimed the office of caliph and therefore the caliphate after defeating the Umayyads in 750. Abbasid leadership over the Muslim world continued until 1258, when the Mongols sacked the Abbasid capital city of Baghdad, bringing an end to a dynasty already weakened by internal struggles and the loss of territory to the ruling families in the further reaches of their empire, which were asserting their own autonomy. The Abbasids presided over the golden age of the caliphate, a time when the arts and culture of the Muslim world flourished and when saw Baghdad transformed into one of the great metropolises.

During the reign of the Abbasids’ predecessors, the Umayyads, there was a constant feeling of unrest among the Shias and their supporters, who objected to the hereditary nature of the succession of the caliphate imposed by the first Umayyad caliph, Muawiyah. These Shia sects ultimately revolted against the ruling Umayyads, and it was the Hashimiyyas—a sect that claimed descent from al-Abbas ibn Abd al-Muttalib, the prophet’s uncle—who succeeded in overthrowing the last Umayyad caliph. This claimed relationship with the family of the prophet Muhammad gave the Abbasids an immediate aura of legitimacy to claim the title of caliph, something that the Umayyads had lacked. In actual fact, however, the genealogy of the Hashimiyyas descended from Ali through a child he had with a Hanafi woman, not through children of his by the prophet’s daughter. The imam of the Hashimiyya Shia sect who began to alter their ideology into the creation of the Abbasid party was Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Abd Allah ibn Al-Abbas, and it was his successors who were responsible for the overthrow of the Umayyads.

The Abbasids had their headquarters in Kufa, from where they branched out and gathered support in various parts of the Muslim world, including Khurasan and Iraq. Once they had enough support they engaged the Umayyads in military battles, which ultimately resulted in a resounding defeat of the last Umayyad caliph, Marwan, by the Abbasid general Abu i-Abbas al-Saffah in the Battle of the Greater Zab in 750. The victorious Abbasids marched on the Umayyad capital of Damascus, killed Marwan, and established themselves as the new ruling power in the Muslim world.

Al-Mansur, the brother of Abu Abbas al-Saffah, was the first important Abbasid caliph, responsible for firmly establishing the dynasty as a ruling entity. He shifted the capital east, first to Kufa and then to a newly constructed capital city, Madinat al-Salam, the “City of Peace,” in 762. The city was more popularly known as Baghdad, the name of the preexisting village in close proximity to the new capital, and became the political heart of the Abbasid Empire. Built close to the Sasanian capital of Ctesiphon, the site not only had political importance but was also in the region of a hereditary power base.

Having aligned themselves with the Shias in their initial revolt against the Umayyads, the Abbasids soon distanced themselves from their roots and instead began to champion orthodox Sunnism. This resulted in unrest and revolts very early on in their reign, especially in Iran, and in the rise of other more militant sects of Shiism. These included the Ismailis, who were championed by the Fatimids, the branch of Shias who claimed descent directly from the prophet’s daughter, Fatimah. However, by supporting orthodox Sunnism, al-Mansur and his successors were able to appease a wider proportion of the Muslim world.

The most famous of the Abbasid caliphs was Harun al-Rashid, who reigned from 786 until 809 CE. He presided over a luxurious court at Baghdad, which was a flowering cultural center. However, it is during this time at the end of the 8th century that the beginnings of the fragmentation of Abbasid rule in the caliphate can also be seen. By this stage the geographic range of the caliphate was vast, and due to the lack of enforced centralized control from Baghdad in the east, the western parts of the Muslim world began to assert their own independence. The first important instance of this was in 756, when the sole surviving Umayyad prince declared himself the ruler of an independent emirate in Iberia; this would ultimately lead to the formation of a new Umayyad Caliphate in the beginning of the 10th century, in direct competition with the Abbasids. Elsewhere, other regional powers in North Africa also broke away from the rule of the Abbasids, one of the most important being the Fatimids, who established themselves first in Tunisia as caliphs before capturing Egypt and Syria in 969; their caliphate lasted until 1171. Slightly earlier in North Africa in the 9th century, both the Aghlabids of North Africa and the Tulunids of Egypt, while maintaining a facade of allegiance to the Abbasids, were essentially self-governing.

It was also during this period that the Abbasid caliph began to employ Turkish military slaves, or Mamluks, from Central Asia, to comprise the Abbasids’ personal army. While initially a good idea (these soldiers were loyal only to the caliph and not to any particular tribe), these Mamluks commanded extensive power. Eventually they became so powerful that they were able to act as kingmakers, killing caliphs and putting new ones on the throne. They were also an expensive entity and so were a drain on the financial resources of the caliphate. From the middle of the 10th century the Abbasid caliph was ruler in name only, his office endowed by the stronger political-military generals from their own military corps.

The year 945 marks an important shift in the history of the Abbasids, for that is when the Buyids, a Persian Shia dynasty, rose to power and took control of the caliph. The Buyids made the caliph legally recognize them, after which they were made the governors of the Abbasid palace and controlled the running of the caliphate. This continued until 1055, when the Seljuks replaced the Buyids as the entity controlling the Abbasid caliph, a condition that lasted until 1194. Therefore, from the 10th century the Abbasid caliph was a titular entity without concrete power, merely a figurehead who validated the rulership of successive powers who “protected” the office. In 1194 the reigning caliph, al-Nasir, made an attempt to reassert his control over the caliphate, a successful endeavor due to the collapse of Seljuk power in Iraq and the distraction of other powers in the Muslim world by either the Crusades or the Mongols. Al-Nasir’s successors, however, were very weak, and with the sack of Baghdad in 1258 by the Mongols, a definitive end was brought to the Abbasid Caliphate.

With the end of the Abbasid Caliphate, the rise of the independent kingdoms and sultanates of the Muslim world already under way now had the opportunity to flourish, thus bringing an end to the idea of a single ruling entity who oversaw the religious and political welfare of the worldwide Muslim community. However, even after the sack of Baghdad the caliph as an official office continued, but now it was a powerless entity whose importance lay in being able to validate rulership. This occurred first under the protection of the Mamluks, the ruling empire of Egypt and Syria from 1250 until 1517, and then under the Ottomans, until the 19th century.

Despite the lackluster turn of events that happened in the political realm, the rule of the Abbasids coincided with a golden age of Islamic civilization. During their reign Arabic language and culture were widely spread, and Baghdad was the center of culture and artistic production. It was to this city and its court that all other parts of the Muslim world looked for inspiration. Highlights of the Abbasid interest in culture, arts, and sciences include the creation of the Bayt al-Hikma (House of Sciences), established by Caliph al-Mamun (r. 813–833), that established Baghdad as a center for scientific learning.

The ulema as an institution developed into its current forms during this period as well. The individuals who comprised this body were religious and legal scholars who held themselves responsible for interpreting Islam, finding their inspirations and laws through the Quran and the hadiths. They took the responsibility for this seriously and believed that no one else was capable of creating the legal and theological laws by which Muslims should live, even the caliph, although he was responsible for enforcing said laws. By the middle of the ninth century these laws had coalesced into the four legal schools of Sunni Islam: the Hanafis, Malikis, Shafi’is, and Hanbalis.

The ninth century also saw the inclusion of Persian models of government, court, and culture into the Abbasid realm, which had great repercussions on the court rituals, the production of arts, and the cultural environment of the Abbasids. Translation and transmission of knowledge was an important theme of the Abbasid court at Baghdad, which resulted in many scientific and literary texts originally written in ancient Latin and Greek being translated into Arabic, resulting in the saving of extensive amounts of knowledge that otherwise would have been lost. Advancements were made in the sciences, mathematics, medicine, astronomy, and alchemy, the benefits of which were then also made available to the European world.

Even though they preserved the hereditary model of the Umayyads, the Abbasids made some radical contributions to the mode of government, including the office of vizier (something equivalent to a present-day prime minister), who was serving as the head of the administrative and executive body of the state and as the chief deputy of the sultan in government affairs. By virtue of this role, the vizier had extensive powers including heading courts, making decisions to go to war, and appointing and removing governors. There were two types of viziers in the Abbasid Caliphate, one having extensive powers and the other serving as more of an adviser. But in both cases the position was considered prestigious and crucial, and for this reason any mistake by anyone in this office or any of the officeholders appointed was the responsibility of the viziers and were severely punishable.

The judicial system was composed of three types of institutions (courts, mezalim courts, and hisbe institutions). The caliph exercised his judicial powers via qadis, who were picked from among Islamic scholars excelling in jurisprudence. The qadis were initially appointed by the governors; however, the caliphs then decided to elect them directly. Harun al-Rashid introduced a chief office of qadis, a position first held by the famous Hanafi scholar Abu Youssef. The chief qadi was mainly responsible for appointing the local qadis. Abbasids were careful about observing a balance among the four main Sunni schools of jurisprudence in consideration of the composition of the population. However, with time the caliphs placed pressures on the chief qadis to honor their wishes. For this reason, famous scholars including Abu Hanifa refused to assume this position. Mezalim courts were established to address unjust acts by top authorities and officers. Hisbe institutions were tasked with giving advice to people in their disputes. In a sense, the hisbe institutions were created to seek a friendly solution without resorting to full legal action.

The late Abbasid period is particularly characterized by strong attention paid to Islamic studies, art, and architecture. This is mostly because there was not much to do in the military domain, and it was time to build a civilized empire. Sufi tradition flourished in this period, while major philosophical debates in the field of kalam also took place. Hadith studies were also systematized, and works on the exegesis of the Quran attracted a great deal of attention in this period.
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Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hashim (ca. 497–578)

Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hisham was the grandfather of Prophet Muhammad and the sheikh (chief) of the Quraysh tribe. Due to his abilities and sympathies, he was regarded as Sayyidul-Bat’ha, the chief of the sheikhs of Mecca.

The real name of Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hisham was Shaiba, which means “ancient one.” His father was
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