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TO TUE ARYANS, COWS EQUALLED IN SANSKRIT, To “MAKE WAR™ LITERALLY
WEALTH — ap NO WONDER! COW5 MEANT TO 'SEEK COWS," TO “PROTECT"
GAVE MILK AND BUTTER TO EAT, PUNG TO WA TO "GUARD COWST EVEN THE ENGLISH
BURN, URINE FOR MEDICING (sTiLL usep!), | [WORD “DAUGHTER" COMES FROM A ROOT
AND LEATHER TO WEAR.

AND BESIDES, TUEY'RE
QST PLAIN PURTY
TO LOOK AT

IF YOUR LIFE REVOLVES AROUNP COWb,
AND YOU'RE A VEDIC ARYAN, TUERE'S
ONLY ONE THING TO DO: WORSHIP .
THE COW — AN %0 IT' BEEN mé» 3 uAt?M % SaLe
10 5
INDIA FOR THE LAST 3500 YEAR e o
MY COW,, AND
\ ILLKILL You?
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[NOBODY KNOWS EXACTLY WHAT "SOMA™
WA9 — ONLY THAT 4IPPING T4 SACRED
JUICES PUT ARVAN WARRIORS [N THE
MOOD TO BESTRIDE THE UNIVERSE?

BY INDRA, | COULD
SACRIFICE A HORSE ¥

THEN, AFTER COMMTTING SOME HEINOUS HE WASN'T COUNTING SLAVES OR GOLP,
ACT OF PLUNDER, A WARRIOR MEASURED | | BUT COWS.
HI5 TREASURE.

¢ SEVENTY-TwWo ...
ONE, TWO... H HOLD STieL...
000, MY HEAD. . 2
A /4

EVERY 50 OFTEN, AN ARYAN PRINCE WOULD FOR A YEAR, THE PRINCE AND (4 ARMY FOLLOWED,
TURN His FAVORITE HORSE LOOSE TO PILLAGING AND DEMANDING SUBMISSION FROM
ROAM THE COUNTRYSIDE - WHOEVER CROS4ED THEIR PATH.

~fou OBVIOUSLY ONLY PERFORMED THE GREAT HORSE
SACRIFICE 1F YOu THOUGHT YOU COULD WHIP ANY PRINCE.
WITHIN A RADIUS OF ONE HORSE -YEAR-

00 (ot R
GALLop - \COME3 AnoTer

Gatop -

s
Gattop ~ )‘m

~
\\\

ONE!






OEBPS/images/goni_9781101902561_epub3_023_r1.jpg
THE VEDIC ARYANS WORSHIPPED MANY GOD4,THEIR | | 5TILL, THESE PEOPLE ALSO
FAVORITE BEING /NORA, A WAR GOD, NATURALLY. | | HAD A SENSE OF WONDER AND
pr~e— - | [$PECULATION. ONE FAMOUS
2 £ B |VEDIC RYmN Asks, “WHO
2 (16 THE GOD WE ACRIFICE TO?"

7 =
Ve

¥ " WHo OwnS
THESE SNoWY
MOUNTAING AND
THE OCEANL.7 WHO
HAS THE QUARTERS
OF THE sy A |
HIS TWO ARMS T

THIS SHOWS How THE VEDIC ARYANS
TEND To SEE EVERYTHING s 5ACRED —
EVERY SNLLABLE OF TUE VEDAS, FOR
EXAMPLE, ESPECIALLY THE cosmic "OM.

THER SPIRITUAL QLEST
EVENTUALLY LED THE INDIANS
TOWARD MANY REFINED SY5TEMS
OF MEPITATION ... BUT IN
VEDIC PAYS, ARYAN WARRIORS
ALTERED TUEIR PERCEPTIONS
THC OLD-FASHIONED WAY..
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THE COLLECTIONS OF THIS ANCIENT SANSKRIT*
LORE ARE CALLED THE |/EPDAS, AND TUis ERA OF
ARYAN CONQUEST [5 KNOWN A TUE VED/C AGE

(500 -1000 B.C.).
OR POSSIBLY THE
IN-VEDIC psel

THEY CALLED THEMSELVES
“ARYAN "— HOW PO WE
KNOW THAT? BECAUSE
THE ARYANS' SACRED SONGS
AND PRAYERS HAVE
SURVIVED, MEMORIZED AND
TRANSMITTED ORALLY
FROM PRIEST TO PRIEST,
RIGHT DOWN TO THe
PRESENT DAY!
WRY NOT THAT WOULD BE

WRTE ‘EM ) AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION?

pown THEN ANYONE COULY
LEARN THEM,,.

9,

THE VEDAS GIVE A VIVID IMPRE45ION OF THE
ARYAN%, A% FUN-LOVING, MEAT-EATING, ACTIVE,
OPTIMISTIC FOLKS WITH HIGH “ELF-ESTEEM >

A% MUCH A5 TUEY LOVED THEMSELVES, THEY
WATED OTHERY, ESPECIALLY DARK- SAIAMIED)
OTHERS, ARYAN AL50 MEANT WA/PE...

AND DARK W <o 175 Ok, To HAVE
MEANS SLAVES ¢ IT'5 FUN!
VIRTY.' 3 WE DON'T Give v

BAD! Low! X

N e ls: AND 9™ SANSKRIT __ LAnGorcl op otier | SANSKRIT $E.L.0.0.
T
frittlifay ool PITR FATHER | DO, TIN  TWO,THREE
SNSRI ot T AL (ke IGNITE CHAR QUATRE
EUROPEAN LANGUAGES. & ASURA SPIRIT MIDHA MEAD
ALk come Faau VARUNA  URANWS | DYAUS ZEUY
ZF $AME RRROOT, BAS (eioun)  BASTA DYAUS-PITR  JUPITER

HISTORIAUS IMAGINED A CONQUERNG ARYAN RACE, THE RACIAL INTERPRETATION
WHICH HAD SPREAD 175 LANGUAGE FROM IRELAND T | | OF LINGUISTIC EVIDENCE
INDIA — AN [DEA SE12ED UPON BY H/TLER, Who ¥5 EVEN SUAKIER Thh
INGTED THE ARYANS WERE MORDIC, HITLER'S GEOGRAPHY.

1% ONE OF w4
AN ARYAN?
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"ou MAY RECOGNIZE
‘ THESE PARTICULAR
BARBARIANS BY TUEIR
1 HORSES, CHARIOTS, AND
f | GENERAL ATTITUDE. THeyVe
A GALLOPED TUROUGH THIS
UISTORY BEFORE, 8 THE
'\ ITTITES, GREEKS, AND
PERSIANS (AND TUERE
ARE OTHERS YET TO COME),
THE /NDJAN BRANCH OF
THE JNDO-EUROPEAN |
FAMILY CALLED THEMSELVES

>

AT LEAST THER AGGRESSION WS PURE! WWHO FLED S0UTHWARD, LINTIL THE ONLY!
THEY PICKED THEMSELVES UP AND SURVIVING DRAVIDIAN LANGUAGES TODAY
CONQUERED THE DARKER - $KKINNED ARE DEEP IN SOUTHERN INDIA CEXCEPT
DRAVIDIAN - SPEAKERS OF TUE INDUS VALLEY, | | FOR ONE SMALL POCKET IN AFGHANISTAN).

THI5 15 Worse
TUAN A Mup
VOLCANO ¥/

KANNADA
MALAVYALAM
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AND RIVERS SHIFTING N
TUER BEPS...

FOR ABOUT A THOUSAND YCARS,
THESE "HARAPPANS™ BATTLED
GCOGRAPHY. THERE WERE
FLOODS...

AND THEN, AROUND 1500 B.C., WHEN EVERYONG HAD
BEEN SOFTENED UP BY ENVIRONMENTAL $TRESS, CAME
THE FINAL BLOW — MORTHERN BARBARIAN'S.
IN INDIAN HISTORY, INVASIONS USUALLY ROLL IN
FROM THE NORTHWEST — ANOTHER HIMALAYAN
EFFECT WE FORGOT TO MENTION/

L

™
q

N

... BND TUE CONSTANT JPLIFT; WHicy
MOVED THE ENTIRE SE4COAST AWAY!

- - NY X

TCRAMAMC I

. BUT THESE ARE
STANVARD PROBLEMS
OF LIFE ON THE RIVER...
THERE WERE ALYO
SoME UNIQUE
SURPRISED, CAUSED BY
THE SAME TECTOMIC
FORCES THAT MOVED
INPIA AND LIFTED THE
HIMALAYAS - -

s S

‘KW/W}Q i \;/‘
Nibl W%{;‘}fﬁ‘“‘,’

Kl y ” FH g

i (Y

.
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DRAUPADL AND UER FIVE HUBANDS
WENT TO LIVE IN THE WOOD4. AFTER
1% YEARS, They RETURNED FOR THE
KINGDOM (THAT BLING THE DEALD.
DURYOPHANA SAID> NO DICE, 40 THE
(oUgING PREPARED FOR WAR.

AT TUE LAST MINUTE,
ARJUNA Wh9 FROZEN
WITH DOUBT: CAN ITBE
RIGHT o KiLL COUSINS,
UNCLES, TEACHERS ?
TUE GOD KRISHNA, HI4
PRIVER, ANSWERED,
DEFINITELY.

THE BATTLE RAGED FOR IR DAYS...
THE PANDAVAS PREVAILED, AND THERR
STRANGE LITTLE FAMILY LIVED
HAPP|LY EVER AFTER —
AND THEN CLIMBED
THE HIMALAYAS TO
JOIN THE GODs.

KR SHAA 15 THE CuTEST,
SEXIEST, AND
TOUGHEST HERD

IN HINDU MY THOLOGY.
MOTHERS PICTURE HIM AS
AN ADORABLE [NFANT
STEALING BUTTER.

BUT Wiy MOST
FAMOUS TRICK WAS
MAKING 99 EXTRA
KRISHNAG, 50 HE
LoULD SHARE
WIMSELF WITH
100 COWGIRLS?
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MAHABHA%T THE VERY SUORT VERSION

UE 5TORY CONCERNG TWO 4ET5 OF BROTUERS CONTENDING FOR THE THRONE,
ONE 4ET, THE HUNDRED KAURAI/AS, WERE THE S0Ns OF DIRITARASHTRA,
WHO WOULP HAVE BEEN KING, EXCEPT THAT o
HE WAS BL/ND, AND BLIND 6UY5 COULDN'T BB
N

BE KING.
VIR A P\%f;

The OTUER BROTHERS WERE Tue PANPAVAS, or Five 50N OF PANDU,

DHRITARASHTRAY YOUNGER BROTHER, PANDU, \h{llo ACTUALLY WA% KING, GAVE UP
THE THRONE BECAUSE HE WAS LIVING UNDER A

CURYE. THE OLDEST PANDAVA BOY, NAMED

N, YUPHISTHIRA, wps SUPPOSED To BE KING

( | WHEN HE CAME”OF ASE .

...BUT THE KAURAVAS CONSTANT ATTEMPTS
To KL NUDWSTHIRA PERSUADED THE
PANPAVAS TO RUN AWAY, TAKING UP A
CAREER A% WANDERING SOLDIERS OF
FORTUNE. THUENTCRED A CONTEST,
ANP MIDDLE BROTHER JRJUNA WON
THE PRIZE, PRINCESS DRAUPAD!.

JUST CALLING
T e FREMEAST: . FOLLOWING THER MOM’s ORDERS, ALL F/VE
= (& BROTHERS MARRIED PRALPAD! AT ONCE.
) BUT BEFORE THE WEDDING, THEY MADE
FRIENDS WITH ARISHNA, WHO HIRED

ON A5 ARIUAS
CHARIOTEER AND

SPIRITUAL APVISER. 4B /%

UNCLE DHRITARASUTRA INVITED THE PANDUS
UOME AND 4PLIT THE KINGDOM BETWEEN THEM
AND Hi9 OWN S0M%, BUT YUPHISTHIRA LOST
IT ALL AT D/CETO Hi5 UNPLEASART Cousiy
DURYODHANA -
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THE ARYANS FINALLY SETTLED DOWN AND EMBRACED INDIA IN ALL IT5 GLORIOUS YARIETY —
BUT THEY 4TILL WORRIED ABOUT RAC/AL PURITY — 5D THEY PVIDED 4OCETY INTO
FOUR SEPARATE “COLORS™ (SANSKRIT VARNA) OR (LASSED: SUDRA WORKERS,
VAISYA MERCUANTS, KSHATRIYA WARRIOR- ARISTOCRATS, AND BRAHMIN PRIESTS.

AN, INDIA INALL (T5 GLORIOUS T kGHATRIYAS, You mehi. NN
VARETY — AND ON Top, THE . .

BRAHMINS sramins ) (kowTRiyas... 8 eq{
BEARM\me.” KSHATRIYAS... o -!,/'
’t|

N
> By

=7 ‘“‘!‘,,—rl
S

AND 50 THE STAGE 4 SET FOR THE COMMITTED AS WE ARE TO BRINGING
CLIMAX OF THE VEDIK AGE: A GREAT | |ENLIGHTENMENT IN THE SMALLEST POYSIBLE
WAR, RECORDED AND MYTHOLOGIZED IN | | $PACE, HERE — WITH A FANFARE OF RAMPAGING
THE IMMENSE SANSKRIT EPIC, THE ELEPHANTS — | THE MAHABHARATA
MAHA-BHARATA  CGReAT BUARAT™Y. | |IN TWO PAGES :

LONGER THAN TUE BIBLE, NOW A PBS R <

MINI-SERIES ; THIS POEM 14 THE

NATIONAL EPIC OF INDIA!
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50 ONWARD THE ARYANS PUSHED, BEYOND THE
INDUS VALLEY AND INTO THE VAST, MAGICAL
MOTHERLAND, THE INDIA OF JUNGLE,
MOUNTAINS, SACRED RIVERS, VILLAGES, AND
WHO KNOWS WHAT VANISUED <\TIES?

f WeRE NoT
A N kAnshs
ATPL | any more,

~ MEN! MeEn?

(/
f
o] ""“l"l)I lmllﬂ‘ )

[ g
(BZZoNNG P00 7-“,55
DW [ ) r
iz .

THE ARYANS BEGAN TO HEAR ABOUT
THE LOW-BORN, BLACK-SKINNED
KRISHNA, A POPULAR HERO
SAIp TO BE A 4ORT OF GOD ON

UM PLEASED OU SHOULD BE.
To MEET YOu?

TNV
(MORE OW KRIGNA LATER, \ PROMISE! )
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THE CARTOON HISTORY

UNi’?I;IIE{ERSE
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THE CARTOON HISTORY

UNIVERSE
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THE CARTOON HISTORY OF

NIERE

Volumes 8-13

THE

From the Springtime of China to the Fall of Rome

Larry Gonick

Broadway Books
NEW YORK
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| [NDIA WASN'T ALWAY% WHERE IT 1% BUT 50ME {00 MILLION YEPRS AGO, A
NOW: DURING THE AGE OF DINOZAURS, GIDNT TRIANGULAR SLAB PECIDED TO
‘JF FIRMLY ATTACHED TO THE SPLIT.

/CAN CONTINENT.

CONTINENTS MOVE SLOWLY — BUT THEY
CAN 5TiLL DO A LOT OF DAMAGE !

DRIFTING VAGUELY NORTHEAST, THE
SLAB CLOSED IN ON THE ASIAN BEACH
SOME 60 MILLION YEARS AGO.

%0 THERE Wpé MELTING, SHAKING,
CRACKING, BUCKLING, rvm‘»;ws
SIKING, 'AND ESPECIALLY RISING 2*
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MORE ARV AN
K/NGDOMS A PATALIPUTRA -
S P 4 ASHOKA'S' CAPITAL

 varang
—~ THE uouslsr
SARNATH  <iTY
BUDDHA's
FIRST $ERMON
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A THE MP/AN REACTIONT 1N ALL THE VAST

LITERATURE OF TH(S VAST SUBCONTINENT, Tow MARY
ALEXANDER THE GREAT 19 NEVER MENTIONED, GREEK SOLDIERS
ZERO TIMES HE APPEARS? IN FACT, INDIAN Ay
MATHEMATICIANS MAY HAVE INVENTED THE NUMBER :
ZERD JUST TO DEBCRIBE 51 TUATIONS LIKE THESE...
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QN TUE LAST VOLUME,
ALEXANDER

THE GREAT MARCHED
INTO /NDIA, WITA \T%
SWELTERING HEAT,
POI%ONOU4 %Kss,
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INTRODUCTION

HELLO AGAIN! TOPAY WE'RE GOING TO TRY
SOMETHING STRANGE * Vi4IT A COUNTRY
WITHOUT A HISTORY ~ ANCENT INDIA. TO HELP
ue, WE HAVE MY GURU, SWAMIE GOANAHVAMANDANDA'

TUE GREAT THINKERS OF ANCIENT INDIA
CONCENTRATED ON SPIRITUAL THINGS
AND CONCLUDED THAT THe PIVINE
15 EVERYWHERE,

WCLqu6 W/WN
LVES”r

STEADY!

15N'T 1Ty
SWAMI-17

OF COURE, INDIA REALLY DOES UAVE A HISTORY,
BUT THE ANCIENT HINDUS LEFT us VERY

LITTLE OF IT. INSTEAD OF DES(RIBING HISTORKAL
PROGRESS, TUEY AW THE WORLD A5 GOING
IN CY/CLES, ROUND AND ROUND--

IN_HINDI,
Tue_WORD FoR TOMORROW
15 TUE SAME A% FoR
YESTERDAY »

>/ THERE ARE MANY PATHS To Tis

SPIRITUAL AWARENESS. ONE WAY 15

To TWIST QURSELVES IKTO PEALLY

UNCOMFORTABLE PosiTrons, 15wt
IT, SWAML-JU?

"PESIRE 15
SUFFERING 5
mmwznr
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Ol RIGHT, THE HOUSES! BUILT ALL ALIKE ON
FEATURELESS $TREETS, OPENING ONTO
COURTYARD%, THE DOOR 1O THE REAR...

( \T's CLEAN, BUT WHERE AM {7

WHEN (T WA% ALL DONE, THEY PRONOUNCED
T GOOD.

\T'9 GIMPLE — JUST TAKE A LEFT AND A
RIGHT AND A LEFT AND A RIGUT AND A
LEFT AND A RIGHT AND A RIGHT
AND A LEFTw. g

THE HARAPPAN
RUINS CONTAWN &7
HARDLY ANYTAING ¥
WRITTEN. THE
FEW SHORT INSCRIPTIONS
ARE BARELY ENOUGH TO
\VENTIFY THE LANGUAGE
S DRAVIDIAN, RELATED O
PRESENT - DAY 40UTH
INDIAN LANGUAGES.

OR VI THEY

WRITE ON
PERWHABLE MATERIALS
TURT RAVE
PISINTEGRATED
INTHE

WpipN <LIMATE?

 AND THE GREAT GRANARY, WieRE
JARS OF GRAIN WERE BANKED ABOVE A
PNSTEM - OF BRICK PUCTS WHICH
ALLOWED AIR TO CIRCULATE.

EXCUSE ME—

WHERE'S MY
HousE Y

%0 THEY BUILT $EVERAL MORE <ITIEZ ON THE
SAME PLAN! THE TWO BIGGEST ONES ARE
NOW CALLED HARAPPA ANv MOKENJO-
DARO, BUT THESE ARE MODERN NAMES, The
ORIGINAL NAMES ARE LOST FOREVER ¥

L AND A RIGHWT AND A LEFT.

CAN 5B A COMPLEX CULTURE HAVE EXISTED WiTHOUT
TEMPLE RECORDS, BOOKKEEPING, INVOICES-, PLANS ,
9TORIE%S, LETTERS, SPREADSUEETS

HOW ¢AN WE

PAGT, PRESENT,
FUTURE — ALL
ILLUSIONS!

OR WERE THEY THE
FIRST QVILIZATION
TO |NVENT THE
SHUREDDER 1

MAN! CLAY TABLETS
ARE TOUGH ON
SUREDPERS!
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THEY LAID OUT A G6RID OF $TRAIGHT THEY BUILT SUBSTANTIAL PRIVATE PATHS
BTREETS, EACH WITH A BRICK-LINED | | WITH SUNKEN DRAINY FLOWING INTO THE
A £ 3 =
PRAINAGE DITcH FWER REMEMBER , 50N, A BRICKLAYER
WILL NEVER LACK WORK!

fl
7 ol e
U 1A= |Wiz==SS b

AND THEN — THE WORLD'S BIGGEST
BATHTUB — A 3-METER LONG PuBLic
POOL IN A LUXURIOUS BATHHOUSE (Like
TUE TEMPLE TANKS OF MODERN INDIAY.

AH ... 8ATHS,
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE...
GOOP WATER SUPPLY...
NICE, STRMOUT SEWERS...

ANYTHING We'veE

SVPPOYED To
Bs A

CLepn
SIVILIZATION !
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PEOPLE, WHO BUILT
THE FIRST INPIAN
CIVILIZATION, SEEM
TO HAVE VISITED THE
CITIES OF SUMER
FIRST, TO SE€ HOW IT
WAS PONE.

THERE THEY FOUND CROOKED 4TREETY,
EMPTY LOTS USED AS GARBAGE DUMPS, AND
SEWERS SERVING A9 A WATER SUPPLY..

| :
...BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY PID WHEN THEY
GOT HOME!

T HAVE ONLY TUREE_THINGS To %AY: 3

WORLD'S BIGGEST BATHTUB? 4

IT'S PRETTY OBVIOUS WHAT THE VISITORS
THOUGHT OF SUMERIAN CIVILIZATION...

T T uev.GIVE Us soME B
CREDIT FOR TRYING-.. [
0

WE KNOW LITTLE OF ANCIENT DRAVIDIAN
GOVERNMENT, BUT THEY MUST HAVE HAD
ONE POTENT PLAMMNG DEPARTMENT...

O.c.. FIRST, WE NEED SEVEN
ILLION IDENTICAL
RICKS ..
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TUE HIMALAYAN MASS A HOT sEasoN A WET 5EA50N, OR
BLOCKS NORTHERN ASIA's | | (MAY-3ULY) ... MONSOON  (AUGUST -
WEATHER FROM GOING 2 - SEPTEMBER)...

S0UTH. INSTEAD, INDIA g N X

HAS THE THREE $SEASONS

OF THE TIROPICS *

AND AN /N -BETWEEN 5EASON
(TUE REST OF THE YEAR).

A FINE CLIMATE FOR NOURISHING ... AND, AROUND THE YEAR 25008.C.,

CROWING THINGS, WHETUER THEY BE | | A LIVILIZATION SPROUTED ALONG

LARGE MAMMALS, MOSQUITOS, THE JNPUS, ONE OF THE MIGHTY

MICROBES, or AMOLD... RIVERS FLOWING DOWN FROM THE
BT 477 You'vt NEVER HIMALAYAN BROW-

SEEN A RHINOCEROS
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TUE RESULT WAS THE M/MALAYAS,
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