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GENERAL CONCLUSION: PRAYER FOR REPENTANCE 

PREFACE

A Christian must understand what Christianity is. As our elders will say, understanding the question is part of the answer. Many people are in the church today without the true meaning of Christianity and this is affecting their lives. 

WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?

Christianity is the faith, teachings and worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Act 11:26 says, and when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught many people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

I believe there was a particular lifestyle the disciples led which is similar to that of their master Christ; this made the people to refer to them as Christians. 

Many people are of the view that Christianity is a religion. I don't dispute this fact; but in addition, Christianity is a way of life. Religion consists of fulfilling of rites, norms, ceremonies, precepts, commandments and many more. It is self-acclaimed righteousness. If religion makes a demand on people, they don’t care about the means by which they meet it.

If Christianity is seen as just a religion, one can go to church, or meet with the brethren as said in Hebrews 10:25 (Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching); give alms, tithe, offering and still be living an ungodly life, without turning into the new way or pattern as a Christian. 

We can remember the story of Cornelius in Acts 10:1-6; the biblical text asserts that:

There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always.

3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.

4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, what is it, Lord? And he said unto him, thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.

5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter:

6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.

With regards to the clarity of the verse 6, Adams Clark has thrown light on the phrase, “Thou oughtest to do.” He said: from this it appears that matters of great moment had occupied the mind of Cornelius. He was not satisfied with the state of his own soul, nor with the degree he possessed of religious knowledge; and he set apart a particular time for extraordinary fasting and prayer, that God might farther reveal to him the knowledge of his will. Perhaps he had heard of Jesus, and had been perplexed with the different opinions that prevailed concerning him, and now prayed to God that he might know what part he should take; and the answer to this prayer is, "Send to Joppa for Simon Peter, he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.”

Adams Clarke asserts that Cornelius who prayed to God always felt himself a dependent creature; knew he had no good but what he had received; and considered God to be the fountain whence he was to derive all his blessings. He prayed to God always; was ever in the spirit of prayer, and frequently in the act. What an excellent character is this! And yet the man was a Gentile! He was what a Jew would repute common and unclean: see Acts 10:28. He was, therefore, not circumcised; but, as he worshipped the true God, without any idolatrous mixtures, and was in good report among all the nation of the Jews. 

He was undoubtedly what was called a proselyte of the gate, though not a proselyte of justice, because he had not entered into the bond of the covenant by circumcision.

This was a proper person, being so much of a Jew and so much of a Gentile, to form the connecting link between both people; and God chose him that the salvation of the Jews might with as little observation as possible be transmitted to the Gentiles.

The choice of such a person, through whom the door of faith was opened to the heathen world, was a proof of the wisdom and goodness of God.

The man who was chosen to this honor was not a profligate Gentile; nor yet a circumcised proselyte. He was a Gentile, amiable and pure in his manners; and, for his piety and charitableness, held in high estimation among all the nation of the Jews. Against such a person they could not, with any grace, be envious, though God should pour out upon him the gift of the Holy Spirit.

From the above he was very religious and needed to be a Christian. 

While he was fasting and praying in the ninth hour. He saw in a vision an angel of God telling him to send to Joppa for Apostle Peter.

Apostle Peter also was at Joppa praying and God told him about Cornelius in Caesarea which he was to go and preach the gospel to him to become a Christian despite of all his religiosity.  

Christianity developed as a separate entity from Judaism, which is the worship of the Jews.  

The early Apostles or believers of our Lord Jesus Christ saw Christianity as a way of life. According to John 14:6. Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life. No one cometh unto the Father, but by me.

In the speech of Jesus recorded by Apostle John, He used the word ''WAY''.  Luke in Acts 9: 2 used the word '' way''. The Greek word translated is ‘hod-os’ and means:

1. To do with a place, traveling road, path or direction.

2. A method or manner of doing something; a mannerism, which is distinctive or habitual way of behaving or performing an action.

3. A state or condition or determined course; resolved mode of action or conduct.

The point ‘2’ and ‘3’ above, shows clearly that Christianity is not just a religion but it is a way of life in a particular kingdom both here and there. That is to say a particular direction in which followers of Jesus called CHRISTIANS must work out to live.

CHAPTER 1

[image: ]WHAT LED TO THE NAME CHRISTIANS

The Book of Acts of the Apostles was written by Luke the Physician. Many people think that the Book of Acts of the Apostles was written by Apostle Paul, it was not. In the studies of Paul and Acts, one will get to know that Luke was a companion of Paul (Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 4:11). So he learnt a lot from him and speaks or writes like Paul.

ACTS 11:26 says ‘and when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught many people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.’

While the Apostles and others were spreading the gospel in various places, an interesting work grew up in Antioch in Syria. Some disciples who had been scattered from Jerusalem at the time of Stephen’s death preached among the Greek population of Antioch and many believed (19-21). When the leaders of the Jerusalem church heard this, they sent Barnabas to Antioch. This was a wise choice, for Barnabas was from nearby Cyprus and had a much broader outlook than those Jews who had never been outside Judea. He had the ability to understand and help the new converts, and under his wise guidance the church grew rapidly (22-24). Within a short time, there was more work than Barnabas himself could manage. He wanted a helper, but the person had to be of the right sort.

Therefore, he did not go back to Jerusalem to look for help, but went to Tarsus to get Saul.

And now Saul returned with Barnabas to help the Antioch church. For the next year they preached and taught, among believers and non-believers, with the result that the church grew even more (25-26).

The language spoken in Antioch was Greek. Consequently, when





















	Do you respect your earthly parents?

	Have you asked to receive the necessary historical information?

	Has the historical information received from your parents help you in your Christian journey?
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	Hears the gospel message (the message of truth)

	Believes in the message of salvation. 
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	forgive countless times.

	forgive always.

	forgive without limit.
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