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How to use this book
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This book has been designed to cover the new Religious Education Directory (RED) for Catholic schools. To reflect the six branches of the RED, the book is divided into six chapters: Creation and covenant, Prophecy and promise, Galilee to Jerusalem, Desert to garden, To the ends of the earth and Dialogue and encounter.

Each chapter is divided into topics, with every topic on a new double-page spread. Some topics extend across more than one spread to enable you to explore them in a greater depth. In every topic, you will find features to help you discover, understand and build knowledge about Catholic teaching and practice.

Below is a sample double-page spread to show you some of the features you will find throughout the book and how they work.
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1 Creation and covenant


In this chapter you will explore:


	•  the mystery of God and how God reveals himself to human beings

	•  how Catholics read and understand the Bible

	•  important beliefs about God, the world and human beings through the study of the two creation accounts in the book of Genesis at the beginning of the Bible

	•  that the Catholic Church teaches that scientific beliefs about the beginning of the universe are compatible with beliefs from Genesis

	•  prayer as a human response to God

	•  connections between these beliefs and the lives of Catholics.
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Respond

This is one of the most famous pictures of planet Earth. It was given the name the ‘blue marble’. It was one of the very earliest full-view, colour images of Earth seen from space.


	1  Imagine you were the very first person in human history to view Earth from space. What words would describe what is in your mind and heart?

	2  Yuri Gagarin was the first person to have this privilege, in 1961. Among the things he said were:

	•  ‘I see Earth! It is so beautiful.’

	•  ‘The feelings which filled me I can express with one word – joy.’



Do you think viewing Earth in this way would:


	a  increase your belief that God had created the world?

	b  inspire you to take responsibility for it?



Give reasons for your answers.
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Think

What questions do you have about this topic? Ask your teacher if these might be covered in this chapter.
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St John’s Bible is a handwritten and beautifully decorated Bible. It was begun in 1998 and involved many scribes, artists and Catholic theologians. It was overseen by St John’s University in Minnesota, USA, and mostly created in Wales. This is the frontispiece for the Bible – the illustration of creation. You will be looking at this artwork in detail later in this chapter
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Discern


	3  What beliefs about the creation of the world do you think are shown in this picture?
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Discern


	4  Discuss your thoughts. What questions do you have about the picture? Can you begin to answer each other’s questions?
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Key word

prayer – a way for believers to communicate with God
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1.1 What do Catholics believe about God?



The mystery of God

Much of what Catholics understand about God is a mystery. Hearing this word in everyday life might make people think of detectives who are trying to gather clues to find an answer. This not what the Church means by a mystery. Instead, it is something that lies beyond people’s finite (limited) understanding. Because God is God and people are human beings, people can understand partly, but not fully.

However, just because something is beyond our understanding doesn’t mean it is not true. There are different ways of knowing things to be true. Read through this thought experiment:
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It is Christmas, and you see a present for you under the tree. You know that you have a present. But what is it?

How do you know what it is?

You make some guesses by looking at the shape of it under the wrapping paper. When you unwrap it on Christmas Day, you know what it is.
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That mystery is solved! Not all mysteries are that simple though. God is not a mystery in this way.
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Presents on Christmas Day




Some mysteries cannot be completely solved

Read through this second thought experiment:
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You are in a new school and feel lonely. Another new student sits near you and smiles. This person wants to be your friend. Over time, you become really good friends. You know that you have a friend and what good friendship feels like. But there’s something more: you know who your friend is.
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The mystery of ‘who’ someone is can never be completely solved.

A person, no matter how well you know them, can always be a mystery to you because they can always do something to surprise you. You will say that you know your friend, and you are right, but you never entirely know another person. They will always remain a bit of a mystery (even to themselves!).

Catholics believe the same can be said of the friendship they have with God but on a much bigger scale. God is a mystery and getting to know God is a journey of belief.

In the next topic, you will look at how Catholics believe people can come to know God. However, they believe that their knowledge of God will always be partial because they are humans and God is a mystery.
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Understand


	1  What is the difference between a mystery in the Church and other types of mystery?
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Respond


	2  Is it difficult to learn that God is a mystery? Give reasons for your answer.
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Can we know what God is like?

One of the challenges of knowing what God is like is presented in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC):
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Our human words always fall short of the mystery of God. (CCC 42)
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Some believe that God is like a potter



Some people use an analogy, which is when you compare something with something else. For example, some might say God is like an artist. Catholics believe that God is the creator of all things, so it makes sense to think of him as an artist.

However, the analogy of God as an artist is quite limited. Human artists use materials (paint, canvas, wood, stone, etc.) whereas Catholics believe God creates ex nihilo – from nothing. Another reason God is not like an artist is because when an artist has completed their work, they stop. This is not how Catholics believe God works. St Paul taught that God is the creator and origin of all. He said:
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In him we live and move and have our being. (Acts 17:28)
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In this short verse we learn lots about what Catholics believe about God. This teaches us he is the creator of all, but more than that, God’s power keeps everything in existence. Without it everything would stop existing. This is what it means to call God the sustainer.
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Key words

Catechism – the book that contains a summary of all the beliefs of the Catholic Church

analogy – comparing one thing to another to explain something

ex nihilo – Latin for ‘out of nothing’. Catholics believe God created the world ‘out of nothing’

sustainer – someone who maintains something. God is a sustainer

Jerusalem – an important holy city for Jewish people

[image: ]






[image: ]

Discern


	3  Read the following two analogies and choose the one you like best.





[image: ]

But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. (Isaiah 64:8)
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As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. (Isaiah 66:13)
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	•  What do you think of when you think of a mother or a potter?

	•  What could that tell us about God?

	•  What are the limitations of describing God in that way?
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Understand


	4  Explain what it means to speak of God as the creator and origin of all being? Refer to Acts 17:28 in your answer.
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1.2 What is revelation? How can people know about God?



Revelation

When we reveal something, we make something known to others that they didn’t know before, like when we ‘reveal’ a secret or a plan. Revelation is the word Christians give to how we know about God, what God is and what God means. It is how God reveals or makes himself known to people.

God is the source or origin of all revelation, but Catholics believe there are two types of revelation.
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Link

In Chapter 2 you will study Catholic beliefs about how God is revealed through special revelation – scripture and tradition (the Church). In Chapter 3 you will also learn that the ultimate revelation is Jesus Christ.
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General revelation

This is knowledge God reveals about himself through natural means, for example:


	•  Reason – Humans have the ability to think things through and weigh things up; this is called reason. Catholics believe this ability was given by God. By using our reason to weigh up answers to big questions, humans can come to the conclusions that the answers are in God.

	•  Nature – Human beings use their reason to think deeply about nature. Catholics believe God made the world, so through God’s works we can learn about him. For example, someone might say ‘When I look at the world, I can conclude that something so complex and wonderful must have had a creator – and that creator is good and powerful and imaginative!’

	•  Conscience – This is the ability to make decisions about right and wrong. Catholics believe this ability is also God given. They can meet God in their conscience when they think deeply about making the right choices.
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We can know God through his works
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We can use our God given reason to come to know God
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We can meet God through our conscience





Special revelation

General revelation can only reveal so much about God. Catholics also rely on special revelation for God to make himself known. This is knowledge God reveals about himself that people can’t come to know through natural means. This is revealed by scripture or the Church.
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Key words

revelation – how God makes himself known to human beings

general revelation – knowledge of God revealed through human reason, experience and the created world

conscience – the faculty to know right from wrong. It is a guide to moral decision-making. Catholics believe it is God-given

special revelation – knowledge of God revealed through the Bible and the teachings of the Church

scripture – the sacred writings of Christianity written in the Bible
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For example, the belief in Jesus Christ as God who has become man is revealed through the Bible and not by using our own reason.
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Understand


	1  Copy and complete this diagram to show what Catholics believe about revelation.
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Types of revelation




	2  Copy and complete the table to show the difference between special and general revelation.






	Special revelation
	General revelation
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Revelation through the Bible

An important way that Christians know about God is through revelation in the Bible.

The Bible is a collection of books written at different times and by different authors. The books of the Bible contain writings of different literary forms, such as law, prophecy, poetry, history, Gospels and letters. For Catholics, these all have a different purpose. Think of a newspaper that contains news articles, comics and advice columns. These are all meant to be read differently because they have a different purpose. Catholics believe that the different literary forms in the Bible work in a similar way. For instance, a poem in the Bible has a different purpose from a letter or the law.

Catholics believe that understanding the purpose of the different literary forms in the Bible is very important. If a reader misunderstands, they might read something in the Bible in a way that was not intended, like if you read a comic strip as the news!


Symbolic stories

One of the literary forms in the Bible is symbolic story. Symbolic writing is not to be taken literally, but is used to explain something deeper. Catholics do not read these parts of the Bible as fact. Instead, they learn important truths from them about God, human beings and the world – something deeper than what the stories say.
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Think

What is a symbol? What might symbolic writing be?
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Link

In Chapter 2 you will investigate the different literary forms in the Bible in more detail.
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The creation accounts are found at the beginning of the Bible in the book of Genesis. These are examples of symbolic stories. You are going to look at these stories more closely and explore the purpose of this literary form in the next section.
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Understand


	3  Why would a Catholic say it is important to know whether the passage you are reading in the Bible is a symbolic story? Support your answer with examples.

	4  Define the following in relation to reading the Bible:

	•  literally

	•  using the literal sense.
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Understand


	5  Write a brief blurb to go on the back of the Bible to describe what types of literary forms readers will find inside.
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The literal sense of scripture

Some Christians have a literalist approach to the Bible. They are called Fundamentalists. They read it like a factual book that records events exactly as they happened. They believe that it is all literally true.

This is not how Catholics read the Bible. Catholics do not take the Bible literally. They do, however, read the Bible using the literal sense. This means asking ‘What is the intended meaning of this passage?’ when you read it. When Catholics read scripture, they must think about:


	•  What is the literary form? What is the purpose of that form?

	•  What was happening at the time that the author wrote this?

	•  What was the original inspired human author intending to tell the reader?



Sometimes this means that Catholics do read a part of the Bible literally, but only after careful study and consideration! The Church gives guidance on how different parts of the Bible should be read.
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Key words

literary forms – different types of writing, for example poetry and letters

symbolic stories – stories that are not meant to be taken literally but are important because of what they teach us

Fundamentalists – a group of Christians who take the Bible literally

literal sense – the meaning, taking in to account the author, the time it was written and the literary form
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1.3 The creation accounts in Genesis


At the beginning of the Bible in the book of Genesis there are two creation stories that differ in style and content. Most biblical scholars accept that they were written by two different authors or groups of authors.
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Think

What do you already know about what the Bible says about how the world was created?
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These two accounts are sometimes seen as parts of the same story that work together. The first account gives a bigger picture of creation, while the second account fills in some details. Others see them as separate attempts to address the same big questions about creation.
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The first creation account in the Bible ends: ‘And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good’ (Genesis 1:31)
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Understand


	1  Find Genesis 1–2:4 in your Bible. Read it through twice. The first time, just read the passage. The second time you read it, make a note of the order of events in this account.
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Who wrote this first account of creation?

Remember that one of the important things for Catholics to consider when reading scripture in the literal sense is the human author. Each human author of scripture will bring something of themselves to the writing. They will have been influenced by things such as their situation, experiences and culture.

The different styles of writing in the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) have led scholars to believe there are several sources of writing which have been pulled together. One of the sources is called the Priestly source or ‘P’. This is because it focuses on the role of priests and priestly matters such as religious laws, shrines and rituals. The first creation account in Genesis is thought to come from P.
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Key words

biblical scholars – people who study the Bible and try to understand it in its original context

source – the person, place, thing or book from which something comes or is obtained

priest – a person who ministers sacred rites to a community

shrines – sacred or holy spaces dedicated to God or someone holy such as a saint

rituals – a ceremony (often religious) with a fixed set of actions in a particular order

orally – passed on by word of mouth

transcendent – above and independent from his creation

anthropomorphic – projecting human qualities onto a being which is not human (for example, onto God)

immanent – present and active in the world
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Think

What do you notice about the way that this first account of creation is written?
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What is P’s approach?

This is a very organised piece of writing. This has led many scholars to believe that it was first written as a poem or a hymn and that, before it was a written part of scripture, it had been passed on orally. At the start of this account, nothing exists. Then phrases and a pattern of writing repeats, describing how the entire universe is created in six days until God rests on the sabbath.

The author of this account uses the word ‘Elohim’, meaning ‘God’. The first creation account is written from a cosmic perspective – God is in the heavens looking down on the earth he is creating. God is shown to be transcendent. In this context this means he is above, and independent from, the universe and not under its limitations like the rest of creation. Think of all the laws of the universe that apply to humans – they don’t apply to God! For example, unlike a person, God does not need ingredients or materials to create something.
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Understand


	2  In your Bible, read Genesis 2:5–25 twice through. The first time, make notes on the order of events. The second time, compare it with the first creation account by making notes in a table under these headings:






	 
	Similarities with Genesis 1–2:4
	Differences from Genesis 1–2:4



	Creation
	 
	 



	Humans
	 
	 



	God
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Source of the second creation account

The second creation account is found in Genesis 2:5–25. The source for this account is called ‘J’ because the writer uses the word ‘Yahweh’ for God (‘Jahweh’ in German). This account is in a different style from Genesis 1 – it is a narrative story. In this account, the earth already exists as a barren place. The story is then a vivid and imaginative story of how the rest of creation comes to be. It also contains examples of tensions such as ‘it is not good that the man should be alone’ (Genesis 2:18) and resolutions to these such as the creation of Eve (Genesis 1:20–22).
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Understand


	3  Contrast the two authors of the creation accounts in Genesis. Highlight the statements below in two different colours or create a table to show which apply to P and which apply to J.






	Poem or hymn
	Human perspective
	Uses Elohim for God



	Cosmic/heavenly perspective of creation
	Anthropomorphic image of God
	Emphasis on God as divine



	Uses Yahweh for God
	Written as a story
	God is immanent



	God is transcendent
	Sacred author is known as P or Priestly source
	Sacred author is known as J or Yahwist source
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What is J’s approach?

In this story, God displays different characteristics to those in the first account. Catholics believe that this shows different aspects of what God is like. It shows an anthropomorphic image of God. This means that God is shown with human characteristics: God uses his ‘hands’ and ‘walks’ and ‘talks’ with Adam. This reveals that God has a personal relationship with human beings.

In the first creation account, the quality used to describe God is ‘transcendence’. This second account doesn’t show God’s transcendence; the quality given to God in this account is ‘immanence’. Immanent means he is present in the physical world and close to humans in many ways.
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Respond


	4  Having read both creation stories, which do you prefer? Give reasons for your answer.
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1.4 What do the creation accounts teach Catholics about God?


Remember, when Catholics read the creation accounts, they do not read them literally. Instead, they read them as a symbolic story that tells them important things about God, creation and human beings.


God the creator

The first creation account in Genesis reveals some important beliefs about God. Some of these are found in just the first sentence.


[image: ]



[image: ]

Think

What do you think the author of the first creation account (P) wants to tell readers about God?
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Understand


	1  Define the following terms:

	•  omnipotent

	•  ex nihilo

	•  transcendent

	•  eternal

	•  ‘bara’
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On page 9, you saw how one of the things Catholics believe about God is that nothing existed before he created the universe, only God. He created the universe ex nihilo – ‘out of nothing’. God doesn’t require materials to create like humans do. Nothing exists that was not called into being by God. This is linked to another of God’s qualities, that he has no end and he had no beginning – he is eternal. When people ask the question ‘so, who made God?’ when thinking about creation, they haven’t understood that no one made God as there was never a time when God didn’t exist.

The reader is told that God commanded the universe to come into existence. He repeatedly uses the words ‘let there be’. At his command, things come to exist! This shows that God is omnipotent – ‘all-powerful’. In this account, creation is not hard work for God.


Differences from other creation myths

Unlike other creation myths at the time, the Genesis creation accounts showed that there was only one God (not the Sun god or planetary gods, for example). This is called monotheism.
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Key words

eternal – everlasting

omnipotent – all-powerful

monotheism – the belief that there is only one God
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Genesis also emphasises the goodness of God’s creation. In the other myths there was destruction and chaos that led to creation. The Genesis account is in opposition to this. What God creates is wholly good: ‘And God saw that it was good’ (Genesis 1:10). The universe God created is originally in harmony.
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Understand


	2  Read through the first creation account and find extracts that support the following Catholic beliefs about God:

	•  brings order to creation

	•  is omnipotent

	•  created the world ex nihilo

	•  is transcendent

	•  is eternal

	•  created a good world.



Highlight them in different colours if you can, and create a key.

(Note: They might overlap!)


	3  Explain what Catholics can learn about God from the first creation account. Use the key words you have learnt in your answer and support it with evidence from the CCC and Genesis 1:1–27.
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God the sustainer

Remember, Catholics do not believe that God created the world and then stepped back. They believe that he is a sustainer. If something is sustained or sustainable, it means it can carry on. God continues to keep the universe in existence.
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Everything that exists depends on God and continues in being only because God wills it to be. (Youth Catechism (YouCat) 44)
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Discern


	4  ‘God made the world and then stepped back, leaving us to it.’ Do you agree?
How would a Catholic respond?
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Human beings – created in the image of God

A very important Catholic belief is that human beings are made in God’s image.
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Think

What do you remember about the way that human beings are created in the Genesis accounts compared to the rest of creation in the Genesis accounts?
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How is the creation of human beings described in the Bible?

In the first creation account it says:
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So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)
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This passage tells us clearly that all human beings are made imago Dei – ‘in the image of God’.
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Key word

imago Dei – Latin for ‘in the image of God’
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In the second creation account, it says that God creates all the animals on the earth and gives them life, but human beings are distinct from the rest of creation because they are brought to life when God breathes life into them.
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… then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. (Genesis 2:7)
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Catholics believe from this that God has created and given to each person a unique and immortal soul – the spiritual part of human beings that lives on after we die.


[image: ]

Catholics believe all human beings are made in God’s image. All are equal and precious





What does it mean to be made in God’s image?

Being made in God’s image does not mean that people look like God or that people are mini-gods. It means that humans share some qualities with God that the rest of creation doesn’t have. Human beings are the only part of God’s creation that were ‘willed for its own sake’ and ‘able to know and love his creator’ (CCC 356). Unlike the rest of creation, human beings are a someone rather than a something.

Catholics believe that human beings are very different from other creatures in God’s creation. People:


	•  can be creative

	•  can use their abilities of reason to make choices

	•  can make promises freely and keep them

	•  are self-aware.





What does this mean for Catholics?

This belief in imago Dei is so important to Catholics in several ways:


	•  From the very beginning, human beings were made to be distinct from the rest of creation. Human beings are special.

	•  Because God has given humans some of his characteristics, people can have a close relationship with God.

	•  All human beings are equal and people should treat each other with love and respect because everyone is created imago Dei.

	•  Human beings have a God-given role of looking after creation.



The belief that humans are imago Dei also links to the Catholic belief that humans were created to eventually be with God in heaven.
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Understand


	5  Create an exciting ‘Product description’ of a human being.

	•  Compare and contrast them with other creatures.

	•  Emphasise their unique qualities and capabilities.

	•  Be sure to emphasise they are made in God’s image and what that means.

	•  Describe the equality between all the different ‘models’ of the versions of the human being!

	•  Describe the purpose of human beings.
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Think

Reread the first Creation account. Find the only creature God addresses as ‘you’. What do you think is the significance of this?
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Think

What do you think of when you hear the word ‘prayer’?
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Think

Look at the following findings from a survey of people in the UK about prayer. Is there anything you find surprising?

In a recent survey, British people (of all faiths and none) were asked ‘How often do you pray?’


	•  51% said they pray – this might be often or rarely

	•  More than half said they pray in times of crisis

	•  A fifth said they pray whilst at home, doing ordinary household activities

	•  A fifth said that they were not religious.



When asked ‘What kinds of things do you pray about?’


	•  Most said they pray for family

	•  Two fifths said they praise and worship God in their prayer

	•  About two fifths said they pray for guidance

	•  A fifth said they confess their sins and ask forgiveness in their prayer



Personal crisis or tragedy were the most common reasons for prayer in those people who said they were not religious. Some of these people also said prayer makes them feel less lonely. One man said he prayed regularly and couldn’t really give clear reasons why.
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Key word

sin – an offence against God
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Can people communicate with God?

The findings from the survey on prayer show us that many different people are drawn to praying and for different reasons. Many people from all different faiths, and sometimes no faith at all, pray.

Catholics believe that we are drawn to praying because we are responding to God who speaks to us first, through his creation and through our reason and conscience.

Catholics also believe that one thing unique to human beings is that because they are made in his image they can have a close and personal relationship with God. Just like any of our relationships, to keep it going we need to communicate and keep in touch – praying is the way that we can do that with God.

Prayer is the ‘raising of heart and mind to God’ (CCC 2569). This means we make our selves fully present to God and relate to him fully. By doing this we can grow closer to him and ‘walk with God’ in our lives.
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Respond


	6  Can you think of a time when you found it easy to pray, and a time you found it difficult?
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Understand


	7  What do Catholics believe about:

	•  what prayer is?

	•  why we pray?

	•  what can happen when we pray?
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Link

Learning about prayer is an important part of this course!


	•  In Chapter 2 you will learn about how scripture is used in prayer.

	•  In Chapter 4 you will learn more about how prayer is part of Christian life and about the different forms of prayer.



[image: ]









1.5 Artwork inspired by creation


Many artworks have been inspired by the creation accounts in Genesis. There is a bigger version of the image on this page at the start of this chapter (see page 7).
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Creation frontispiece for St John’s Bible by Donald Jackson
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Think

What do you notice about this piece of art?

What questions do you have about it?

What do you like or dislike about it?
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Understand


	1  Which Catholic beliefs about creation do you see represented in this artwork? Use the specialist language that you have learnt in this chapter in your answer. For example:
In the first column, the artist shows God creating ex nihilo by …
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Respond


	2  Look at the image of creation on page 18. Were all your questions answered about this piece of art from the beginning of the unit? If not, try to answer them yourself.

	3  Think about what this piece of art tells us about God and his creation. How might it inspire you to think or act differently towards creation? Give examples in your answer and explain why.



[image: ]





[image: ]

The Story of Creation, stained glass window by Sieger Köder
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Discern


	4  Explain what you think Sieger Köder wanted to communicate about creation in this window.

	5  Compare and contrast how the two pieces of artwork on these pages convey Catholic beliefs by answering the following questions:

	a  What Catholic beliefs are shown in one that aren’t in the other?

	b  Which piece of art expresses Catholic beliefs about creation the best? Give reasons for your answer.
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Respond


	6  Create your own piece of art that expresses what Catholics believe about creation.
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