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  Born: January 26, 1920, Vienna, Austria


  Died: April 26, 2009, New York City, NY


  1920: An Austrian-Born Ghost Hunter was in the making. Professor Dr. Hans Holzer, best known for his plethora of hundreds of cases worldwide dealing with the paranormal and the occult, deeming him The Father of the Paranormal. In 1935, at the age of fifteen, Hans became an avid collector of antiques and coins and was an ardent bibliophile.


  The 1928 book, Occultism in This Modern Age by Dr. T.K. Oesterreich, a professor at the University of Tubingen in Germany, began Hans’ interest in ghosts. His was an idle curiosity, mixed with a show-me kind of skepticism. He took a course in journalism and began selling articles to local papers. In 1949, he returned to Europe as an accredited foreign correspondent, with the intent to write articles on cultural activities, the theater, and human interest stories. He also began to compose music and write scores in New York, which later led the way to Off Broadway success in Manhattan.


  One year later, Hans returned to Europe visiting many cities including London, and was invited backstage at The Hippodrome Theater where comedian Michael Bentine, was appearing. After Mr. Bentine offered Hans a home-grown tomato instead of a drink, the two hit off, as Hans was a vegan.


  Through mutual friends back in Manhattan, he began work on a television series based on actual hauntings. He met regularly with others at the Edgar Cayce Foundation in New York. The purpose was to enter into a quest for truth in the vast realm of extrasensory perception.


  From then on, he devoted more and more time to the field. One of the great mediums, Eileen Garret, president of the Parapsychology Foundation in New York, in 1946, worked with Hans and encouraged him to write about his work.


  1963, his first book was born, titled, ‘Ghost Hunter’ and went into an unheard of eleven printings. 145 more books would follow. Hans stated that sometimes an “ordinary” person does manage to see or hear a ghost in an allegedly haunted location, be it a building or even an open space. Such a person could be sensitive or mediumistic, without knowing it and is less unusual then one might think. The Holzer Method was born before the 1950s, where combining the work of those with sight and that of the academic and science stance to the field, would yield far better results in obtaining data to help us further understand what happens when we die.


  Even though Hans was artistic and therefore sensitive person, he did not profess to mediumship and certainly would not be satisfied with the meager impressions he may have garnered himself, physically. He knew that a more advanced psychic talent would be needed for better results. So he took his “sensitive” with him, or what became affectionately known as his medium-in-tow, on cases to try and solve them for all those involved.


  His career was a unique whirl wind of books, research, lectures, teaching, hundreds of national and regional talk show appearances, co-hosting/hosting programs such as Ghost Hunter on Boston’s Channel 2, NBC’s In Search Of with Leonard Nemoy (an Alan Landsburg production), Beyond The Five Senses in Louisville, KY, Explorations with Brownville Productions in Ohio. In radio, he had a continuous segment with New York City’s WOR station with famed radio personality Joe Franklin who still remains a family friend. Some books and case work yielded films such as Amityville II: The Possession, the adaptation from his best-selling novel Murder in Amityville, based on his work on the case in Amityville, Long Island and The Amityville Curse, which also became a film in 1989 that went to Sweden, the US in 1990 and then in 1991, was released in Japan.


  Holzer became and still is considered a leading authority in the field of the paranormal, having earned his PhD from the London College of Applied Science. He spent over six decades traveling the world to obtain first-hand accounts of paranormal experiences, interviewing expert researchers, and developing para-psychological protocols and terminology such as ‘sensitive’ and ‘beings of light.’ He taught a class in parapsychology at the New York Institute of Technology for nearly a decade.


  One of his favorite quotes comes from T.S. Elliot’s Confidential Clerk saying blandly, “I don’t believe in facts.” Hans did. “Facts,”, he said, “come to think of it—are the only things—I really do believe in.”
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  Introduction


  In the last ten years astrology has moved from a casual topic of conversation among the sophisticated—or the very primitive, depending on your point of view—to a major subject for serious discussion and academic inquiry. Once regarded as of only marginal interest to minority groups, astrology has become so popular that, at its best, it is an important facet of human expression in the everyday life of millions and, at its very worst, a matter of cold-blooded commercial exploitation.


  Nearly everyone has some kind of leisure activity these days. Chief among them seems to be the writing of songs by amateurs; it has been estimated that one in three is a would-be composer or lyricist. While only a fraction of those who feel the urge to write songs ever make it as professionals, this does not stop the vast majority from trying, failing, and blaming their lack of success on “the system.”


  One would think that sex, or love, would represent the next greatest interest of amateurs across the world. But it does not: money-making schemes are even more popular. Perhaps this is so because many people in the United States (and, I am sure, other countries as well) still consider it taboo to treat matters of sex and love so openly as to form fan clubs or engage in other overt activities. But there is no prohibition against making more money or improving one’s position in life, save perhaps in obscure Pennsylvania villages where religious scruples may forbid such crass activities.


  Third in popularity among amateurs, especially in this country, is astrology. This has been known for many years, and countless magazines and newspaper columns cater to this interest in varying degrees of accuracy and honesty, supplying what they think their readers want. If this widespread curiosity about the stars were merely a desire for fortunetelling, then the considerable interest in psychics and other forms of the occult should be at least as great. But it is not. Perhaps the easy accessibility of astrological data, together with the fascination of worlds beyond our own are jointly responsible for astrology’s popularity. But the growing number of people interested in horoscopes, and of those willing to admit it, indicates more and more public acceptance of the subject matter itself.


  But the purpose of this book is not to acquaint or reacquaint my readers with the vast store of information about astrology and horoscopes, since there are already numerous books on the subject. Nor is this a book designed to convince nonbelievers, to reinforce the beliefs of those who already practice the craft or have an interest in it.


  Most books on the subject are the work of astrologers, whether professionally active or inert, and abound with technical data. It is precisely this overabundance of data that confuses many well- meaning people who might otherwise lend a somewhat friendlier ear to astrologers. True, astrology is essentially a mathematically based craft that must employ some technological or quasi-scientific terms. But I have found, as I am sure others have, that astrologers as well as astrology buffs tend to speak in a language quite their own, one that at times becomes so obscure that only insiders can understand it. Even the greatest of truths can be told in simple terms, even complicated technical problems can be reduced to language the layman can grasp. For some strange reason, however, this has not been the case with astrology. Language filled with such terms as ascendant, trine, oppositions, mid-heaven, progression and precession, and hundreds of others naturally tends to confuse those not in the know. I mean to bring these termini technici into focus, to examine their relative importance to the understanding of a chart, and then explain them in plain English.


  There are other reasons I saw the need for a book of this kind: With so much interest recently focused on the subject of astrology, the camps of the doubters and enthusiasts have become polarized to the point where neither side is left with much power for objective evaluation. Obviously, if a subject has been of tremendous interest to mankind practically from the beginning, there must be something to it. Not even superstitions, no matter how abject, lack a basis in fact somewhere along the line, and astrology is far from being a superstition. But whether it is a science, an art, a craft, or a little bit of each, you need to know exactly what it is, how it works, and what it can do for you. Even if it were a pure science, as some of its proponents claim, the way its Endings are interpreted would depend on the abilities of the scientist doing the interpreting. And if astrology is an art, even more of the human element enters the picture. A common misconception entertained by some purists is that science is devoid of human interpretation, that it must work equally well for one and all. But surely it makes a difference whether an Albert Einstein or a third-grade student tries to work with the relativity theory. Scientific data are merely tools by which gifted humans can gain access to knowledge. They do not by themselves represent that knowledge.


  If astrology is but a conceit and not worthy of scientific belief, it is still an important subject for us to investigate and evaluate, seeing that so many millions follow it. If nothing else, we should look into its psychological influences on human behavior. But if astrology has a basis in fact, no matter what that basis might be, it has to be studied and understood if we are to make proper use of its tenets. Either way, astrology cannot be ignored or laughed away.


  Since I am not an astrologer and am quite incapable of casting a horoscope myself, I am not prejudiced either for or against any particular portion of astrological theory. I hold no grudges against any school of astrology, nor do I feel enchanted by one version as against another. I do, however, feel obliged to my readership to present a fair picture of the situation, such as it might be, even though it might be unpleasant to a few or disappointing to others. On the other hand, the fact that I am not a professional astrologer should not lead my readers to think of me as an amateur.


  For many years I have collected data on astrology and astrologers, have subjected myself to analysis by dozens upon dozens of professionals and amateurs alike, and have among my acquaintances many professional astrologers as well as laymen who live by the rules and beliefs of this field. In a way, then, I am both inside and outside astrology. I consider myself objective to the point of demanding fair proof for any claim, but not so destructive as to deny the possibility of some beliefs that cannot now be fully proven. It is always more difficult to prove something’s nonexistence than its existence, and jumping to conclusions in the light of incomplete knowledge serves only the ego, not the quest for truth.


  1


  The Origins of Astrology


  The word astrology is composed of the Greek terms for “star” and for “word,” but logos also means “a multitude of words,” that is, a teaching, a doctrine, a science. Astrology, then, means “the teachings of the stars.” That the stars have influenced mankind from the beginning is clear: After all, the sun, the moon, and five of the planets were visible at a very early stage of the earth’s history and primitive man must have wondered about their nature. It is inescapable that man should have occupied himself with the meaning of the heavenly bodies he could see, if only because his life depended upon at least two of them, the sun and the moon. Simple curiosity would have attracted his attention to the other five; it may also have occurred to him that possibly he could guide his earthly destiny by them. His interest in the universe outside of earth was also perfectly natural; the absence of such an interest would be unthinkable.


  From the very beginning until comparatively recent times—that is, the early seventeenth century—astronomy and astrology were one and the same. Only after Johannes Kepler had made the Copernican system generally acceptable to the civilized world (making the earth rather than the sun the center of the known universe), did there occur a split into a purely observatory and speculatory science—astronomy—and an interpretative craft—astrology. The split widened until eventually astronomers looked with disdain upon their erstwhile cousin. The number of astronomers who accept the findings of astrology today is minute. Since astronomers know relatively little about the universe, and since they are aware that a vast amount of knowledge must be acquired before they can get any concept of its nature and workings, they are naturally apprehensive of anything smacking of emotionalism in science, anything that would detract from their own meager findings. But astronomy and astrology have common roots, and, as I hope to point out in this book, must eventually become one again if we are truly to understand the nature of the universe—both external and internal.


  In his History of Astrology, Serge Hutin speaks in rational, moderate tones of astrology and the determinism it reflects:


  There seems to be a good argument in favor of planetary determinism. The phenomenon of the solar influences on the magnetism of the earth is well known. These can also throw out the workings of compasses and seem to have an influence, which is still not perfectly clear, on human behavior, both individual and collective. Why then is it not possible to conceive that the forces of the sky are not able to play their role in the dispositions of individuals who are born under their conjugal influences?


  Hutin, being French, then goes on to define astrology in terms laid down in 1950 by Marianne Verneuil in Dictionnaire Pratique des Sciences Occultes:


  Astrology is in general terms the discipline of the discovery, study, and utilization of the constant relations which exist between the state and movements of the sky and terrestrial events or processes.


  It is generally agreed among astrologers, and even among those who do not believe in astrology, that Mesopotamia, that fertile land between the two rivers Tigris and Euphrates (nowadays called the Iraq), was the birthplace of astrology. Since the Romans and Greeks spoke of the art of astrology as the Chaldean art, it was assumed that the Chaldean people of Mesopotamia were responsible for its inception. But well-defined systems of any kind do not simply spring into existence overnight, not even over centuries. Possibly the Chaldeans were not the originators but merely the codifiers of the ancient art. Hutin reports:


  Divination by the stars in its codified form first appeared in Babylonia and the neighboring provinces. Archeology seems to confirm this current historical view: Not only do established documents attest to the long standing existence of a well developed astrology among the Chaldeans two or three millennia before the Christian era, but also the most recent discoveries even date its practice to a still much earlier period, that of the Sumerians. They are supposed to have brought it with them from Central Asia around the fifth millennium B.C.


  It is not my intention here to delineate the development of astrology among the people who followed the Sumerians in Mesopotamia—namely, the Akkadians, Babylonians, Assyrians, and then the Greeks and Romans. About the same time the Egyptians seemed to have developed a parallel though somewhat different system of astrology, and in far-off China astrology of a totally different kind was already in existence. Since the Far Eastern form of astrology is so markedly different in concept and execution from the Mediterranean form, it is not likely to have derived from the same source. However, the astrology that the Sumerians are said to have brought with them to Mesopotamia, may very well share with Egyptian astrology a common ancestor. The highly developed civilization that preceded the known ones of the eastern Mediterranean world—variously referred to as the worlds of Atlantis and Lemuria, or the world of sunken continents—may have been the true originator of the system, having derived it from extraterrestrial sources, if researchers like Erich von Daniken and Charles Berlitz are to be believed.


  Much astrological knowledge seems obtainable only from a point of view outside the earth: for instance, why certain fixed stars were used as reference points for astrological computations and no others, and why certain qualities of heavenly bodies were astrology: what it can do for you related to certain human qualities and to no others. If astrology could be conducted from a vantage point outside earth, it would be far more exact and predictable in its results. The very fact that it is earthbound and thus lacks the most important perspective is to be deplored; perhaps we shall take at least a short step toward altering this situation if and when astrologers can make their computations from our moon.


  From archeological evidence it appears that most predictions made by professional astrologers in ancient times were for important personages, from the king on down, and only a few hundred years before Christ did the common practice of individual horoscopes come into being. Nevertheless, individuals could use the services of priests (the early astrologers) and mundane astrologers at all times, provided they had sufficient contacts to do so and the money to pay for it.


  But the problem with ancient astrology was that it did not differentiate between objective observation of celestial movements and the drawing of conclusions therefrom based on magical—that is to say, emotional—religious beliefs. This is understandable, since the purpose of astrological forecasts in antiquity was to give as accurate a picture of the future as possible to the querant, usually a person of importance if not great power. But it obscures what might have otherwise been an early science, making it difficult to separate astrological findings from magical interpretations. Serge Hutin writes:


  Just as in Babylonia, the Egyptian astrologers closely intermingled their already precise knowledge of the laws governing the apparent celestial movements with a whole series of religious and magical beliefs about the attributes of the respective divine powers deemed to control the various zones of the sky, and about the manner in which favorable or unfavorable occult influences come down upon the earth. An inseparable alliance of the scientific and the fantastic, to our modern eyes.


  Even among the Hebrews, astrology was not unknown: The temple of Jerusalem had been constructed in such a way that the rays of the rising sun would strike the very heart of the temple at the moment of the two equinoxes, and the twelve tribes of Israel certainly correspond to the twelve houses of the horoscope. As its popularity increased, astrology came from Greece to Rome, which had conquered the eastern Mediterranean world. During the Roman Empire, it reached great heights of renown, to the point where every emperor had his personal astrologer, a position that was enviable if not always safe. Whether Greek or Roman names are used for the planets, they refer to the same ancient deities, and the astrological system of antiquity is very much the basis of the modern one. Probably the one man most responsible for clarifying astrology was the Egyptian Greek Claudius Ptolemy, who lived at Alexandria around the middle of the second century A.D. He was a mathematician and his system is still in use today. More about the nature of the system later.


  With the coming of Christianity, astrology remained at first untouched, perhaps because of references in the Bible to stars, such as the Star of Bethlehem, or because the rising religion had other things to worry about than persecuting astrologers. But it was only a matter of time until Christian leaders realized that astrology was basically incompatible with their faith. To begin with, astrology rested upon pagan foundations, was intimately associated with religious beliefs of “heathen” peoples in the past, and was therefore unsuitable for Christian morality. Secondarily, if the stars and planets determined man’s fate, and if there was little or no escape from such determinism, then there would be no place for the Christian God of Mercy nor His intermediary, Jesus Christ. The idea that a proper conduct on earth, coupled with supplication to the deity or Jesus, can alter man’s fate is one of the cornerstones of Christian belief. Without it, the early church fathers knew well that Christianity would have little meaning. Not for scientific reasons, not for reasons of philosophical difference of opinion, but for purely practical, dogmatic reasons did the Christian Church eventually oppose the practice of astrology.


  For the same reasons does modern Communism persecute astrology as a “superstition,” proving that Communism is not so different from a fanatical religion after all.


  Whether the methods employed were European (that is, based upon ancient models) or Indian (somewhat different but still derived from Egyptian and other Mediterranean concepts of astrology) or Far Eastern (totally different in both concept and execution), the purpose of obtaining astrological forecasts and horoscopes was not so much to acquire an understanding of the character of the individual—as it is today—as to obtain advance information concerning future events, especially those of a dangerous nature.


  With the Renaissance came a greater tolerance of the divinatory arts, including astrology, and more and more individuals dared to occupy themselves with it. Although the Church still looked with jaundiced eyes upon the practice (as it did upon any kind of psychical activity), it did not actively persecute the majority of astrologers. That was simply because they were also church-going Christians who were careful not to contradict established dogma. This worked well as long as astrologers were content to accept the geocentric view of the universe; that is, the earth being at the center and sun, moon, and planets revolving around it.


  Copernicus upset the apple cart. Basing his findings on solid scientific observation, he concluded that the earth moved around the sun and not vice versa, thereby upsetting centuries of belief. The matter had great political and religious implications. The pope exclaimed, “I will not rotate around the Sun under any circumstances” and forbade the teaching of such “heresies.” Galileo Galilei was threatened with execution if he did not recant his teachings of the Copernican order. Such was the mood, even at the beginning of the seventeenth century, that astrologers who knew the truth about the relative positions of earth and sun did not openly dare proclaim it.


  Under the patronage of Emperor Rudolf II, however, Johannes Kepler was free to teach the Copernican System, and Rudolf himself eventually adhered to it. The emperor, an amateur astrologer, had for some time clung to a compromise system—worked out by his friend, the astrologer Tycho Brahe—which left the earth at the center of the universe but made the other planets revolve around the sun. By the time of the Thirty Years’ War, nobody took the geocentric system seriously any longer and astrologers were free to pursue their craft along Copernican lines.


  Eventually it became not only possible but fashionable for clergymen to study astrology, on the basis that the stars were God’s creation and therefore worthy of exploration. In France, for instance, where Queen Catherine de Medici, the wife and later widow of Henry II, had spent much of her time with astrologers and magicians, and where astrology was a particularly favored art, it sometimes became interwoven with other forms of divinatory arts, especially those of a psychic nature. The process reached its height in the person of Nostradamus, whose prophecies are still a puzzle to scientists of today—though not to esoterically trained parapsychologists who see in Nostradamus a superb medium capable of great feats of clairvoyance. The personal chaplain of King Henry III was Junctin of Florence, a famous astrologer of his day. The Italian astrologer Jerome Cardan, who died in 1576, spent much of his time trying to determine the most favorable hours to pray to the Madonna and the saints. He believed that each religion has its own horoscope and that, by casting it, one could learn much about the practice of that religion.


  But with the development of modern science, belief in astrology languished, and its critics multiplied. Of course, at the popular level, recourse to astrology has never wavered in the least, and esoteric seekers, secret societies, and philosophers in general were just as distrustful of the alleged revelations of science as the new scientists were of the old truths of astrology. During that transition period, specialization of astrology into various areas of interest began to develop. Medical astrology and astrology pertaining to the qualities of herbs and plants took their place alongside horoscopes pertaining to entire nations as well as to individuals.


  The eighteenth century, with its emphasis on reason to the detriment of the humanities, also came to hostile grips with the essence of astrology. The French Revolution had no more use for astrology than it had for religion or any other kind of emotionally tinged human experience. But the revolution passed, and the nineteenth century saw a return to a more measured view of human existence. Despite the continuing progress of modern science and the accelerated industrialization of the world, interest in astrology and the divinatory arts was revived in the second half of the last century. More and more it became apparent that rationalism did not hold all (if any) of the answers, and men turned once more to the occult sciences. In 1824 the British Parliament declared astrology “illegal,” but it continued to flourish. (Even though nearly all occult groups and teachers today show an interest in astrology, it doesn’t follow that astrologers are also occultists. As a matter of fact, many go to great pains to distinguish their craft from any kind of occult belief or practice.)


  Despite the preoccupation with modern science
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