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INTRODUCTION



At first glance, Jane Austen may appear as simply a writer of romantic fiction, but the truth is she was so much more. As a feminist who shunned societal expectations, she captured the Regency Era through her unique lens using quick wit and her sharp eye for observation. Her writing was also influenced by the Napoleonic wars, aided by the fact that both her brothers served in the military as admirals.
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With her interests, it’s not hard to imagine Austen fitting in with her modern-day peers on TikTok. Indeed, if she had been alive today, chances are she’ d have been a top influencer with her forward-thinking ideas around feminism, gender roles and education.

In these pages we celebrate her humour and thoughts on love, marriage, money and society that she expressed either through her private correspondence or via characters in her novels with fun facts, trivia and quotes.







LOVE AND COURTSHIP





“My heart is, and always
 will be, yours.”

Edward Ferrars to Elinor Dashwood, 
 Sense and Sensibility



FACT

[image: ]
During the Regency Era, through which Jane Austen lived, there were many rules surrounding courtship and the path to finding true love. Couples were very strictly policed by polite society and to fall foul of these rules would threaten their reputations and jeopardize their chances of an advantageous marriage. For example, a couple could not use each other’s first names or get to know each other without their families’ approval; if they danced more than two sets together society would expect them to be betrothed and they had to be chaperoned at all times to protect their virtue.
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“In vain I have struggled. It will not do. My feelings will not be repressed. You must allow me to tell you how ardently I admire and love you.”

Mr Darcy to Elizabeth Bennet, Pride and Prejudice

[image: ]
“… the more I know of the world, the more am I convinced that I shall never see a man whom I can really love. I require so much!”

Marianne Dashwood to her mother, Sense and Sensibility



To you I shall say, as I have often said before, do not be in a hurry, the right man will come at last...

Letter to Fanny Knight, her niece



“A lady’s imagination is very rapid; it jumps from admiration to love, from love to matrimony in a moment.” 

Mr Darcy to Caroline Bingley, Pride and Prejudice

[image: ]
“If I loved you less, I might be able to talk about it more .”

Mr Knightley to Emma Woodhouse, Emma

[image: ]
“Poor fellow! He is much distracted by jealousy, which I am not sorry for, as I know no better support of love.” 

Lady Susan to Mrs Johnson, Lady Susan



[image: ]
… no young lady can be justified in falling in love before the gentleman’s love is declared, it must be very improper that a young lady should dream of a gentleman before the gentleman is first known to have dreamt of her.

Northanger Abbey
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“I pay very little regard,” said Mrs Grant, “to what any young person says on the subject of marriage. If they profess a disinclination for it, I only set it down that they have not yet seen the right person.”

Mrs Grant, Mansfield Park
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TRIVIA

[image: ]
While couples might court each other for up to four years before getting married, often taking chaperoned walks together or having tea with each other’s families, what was the average age to get married during the Regency Era?

a) Twenties

b) Thirties

c) Teens

[image: ]
Most of what we know about Jane Austen comes from letters to her sister, Cassandra. It is believed she wrote about 3,000 but Cassandra burned many of them because Jane was too forthright about neighbours, family members and illness. How many letters survived?

a) 16

b) 160

c) 1,600



… there could have been no two hearts so open, no tastes so similar, no feelings so in unison, no countenances so beloved. 

Persuasion
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“Where the heart is really attached, I know very well how little one can be pleased with the attention of anybody else.”

Isabella Thorpe to Catherine Morland,  Northanger Abbey



“As for Willoughby – to say that I shall soon or that I shall ever forget him, would be idle. His remembrance can be overcome by no change of circumstances or opinions. But it shall be regulated, it shall be checked by religion, by reason, by constant employment.”

Marianne Dashwood to Elinor Dashwood, Sense and Sensibility



FACT 

[image: ]
Despite remaining steadfastly single all her life, Jane Austen actually fell deeply in love when she was just 20 years old. The man in question was an Irishman called Tom Lefroy. However, regardless of the depth of their feelings for each other, his family wanted him to marry a wealthier woman and so their relationship never progressed. It’s no wonder that dowries and marrying for material wealth were key themes in many of her novels .
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“In nine cases out of ten a woman had better show more affection than she feels.” 

Charlotte Lucas to Elizabeth Bennet, Pride and Prejudice

[image: ]
Mr Knightley could not impute to Emma a more relenting heart than she possessed, or a heart more disposed to accept of his.

Emma
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When he was present she had no eyes for anyone else. Everything he did, was right. Everything he said, was clever. If their evenings at the park were concluded with cards, he cheated himself and all the rest of the party to get her a good hand . If dancing formed the amusement of the night, they were partners for half the time; and when obliged to separate for a couple of dances, were careful to stand together, and scarcely spoke a word to anybody else. Such conduct made them of course most exceedingly laughed at; but ridicule could not shame, and seemed hardly to provoke them.

Sense and Sensibility







MEN AND WOMEN





“Heaven forbid! That would be the greatest misfortune of all! To find a man agreeable whom one is determined to hate! Do not wish me such an evil.”

Elizabeth Bennet to Charlotte Lucas, Pride and Prejudice



FACT 

[image: ]
Jane was one of the first writers to capture “the female gaze” in her writing, a theme explored by journalist Megan Garber. For example, in Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth Bennet is the “subject” and Mr Darcy is the “object” of Elizabeth’s gaze. For a long time the inner thoughts and observations of women had never been considered, but Jane changed all this with her wit and charm.
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“But I hate to hear you talking so like a fine gentleman, and as if women were all fine ladies, instead of rational creatures. We none of us expect to be in smooth waters all our days.” 

Mrs Croft to Captain Wentworth, Persuasion

[image: ]
“A man would always wish to give a woman a better home than the one he takes her from; and he who can do it, where there is no doubt of her regard, must, I think, be the happiest of mortals.” 

Mr Knightley to Emma Woodhouse, Emma



“There is no charm equal to tenderness of heart,” said she afterwards to herself. “There is nothing to be compared to it. Warmth and tenderness of heart, with an affectionate, open manner, will beat all the clearness of head in the world, for attraction, I am sure it will. It is tenderness of heart which makes my dear father so generally beloved – which gives Isabella all her popularity. I have it not – but I know how to prize and respect it.”

Emma Woodhouse, Emma



“If there is anything disagreeable going on men are always sure to get out of it…”

Mary Musgrove, Persuasion

[image: ]
“… I think very highly of the understanding of all the women in the world – especially of those – whoever they may be – with whom I happen to be in company.”

Henry Tilney to Catherine Morland, Northanger Abbey

[image: ]
Dare not say that man forgets sooner than woman, that his love has an earlier death. 

Captain Wentworth’s letter to Anne Elliot, Persuasion
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“No man is offended by another man’s admiration of the woman he loves; it is the woman only who can make it a torment.”

Henry Tilney to Catherine Morland, Northanger Abbey

[image: ]
“What are young men to rocks and mountains?” 

Elizabeth Bennet, Pride and Prejudice
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TRIVIA

[image: ]
Women had very few rights to begin with in the Regency Era but once they married, they lost even more of their rights because they were viewed as the legal property of their husbands. What would a woman lose control of once married?

a) Custody of her children if divorced

b) Her property and finances

c) All of the above

[image: ]
Jane was born in December 1775, but not baptized until several months later. Why?

a) Her parents forgot

b) Her father had to pay off his debts to be allowed to have his daughter baptized

c) It was a very harsh winter so they were unable to get to the church



“He is also handsome,” replied Elizabeth, “which a young man ought likewise to be, if he possibly can. His character is thereby complete.” 

Elizabeth Bennet to Jane Bennet, Pride and Prejudice

[image: ]
“… when a young man, be who he will, comes and makes love to a pretty girl, and promises marriage, he has no business to fly off from his word only because he grows poor, and a richer girl is ready to have him.”

Mrs Jennings, Sense and Sensibility



The Miss Dashwoods were young, pretty, and unaffected. It was enough to secure his good opinion; for to be unaffected was all that a pretty girl could want to make her mind as captivating as her person. 

Sense and Sensibility



FACT 

[image: ]
Men and women could never meet without a chaperone in Jane Austen’s time. Chaperones were usually family members and their role was to keep an eye on the behaviour of the couple and also listen to conversation to determine if they were compatible. Often the chaperone was the one who determined if the couple were to be married.
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“One half of the world cannot understand the pleasures of the other.”

Emma Woodhouse to her father, Emma

[image: ]
“One cannot know what a man really is by the end of a fortnight.”

Mr Bennet, Pride and Prejudice

[image: ]


“One may be continually abusive without saying any thing just; but one cannot be always laughing at a man without



OEBPS/00_Nav.xhtml




CONTENTS





		Cover



		Half-Title Page



		Copyright



		Title Page



		Contents



		Introduction



		Love and Courtship



		Men and Women



		The Trials and Delights of Marriage



		Friendship and Family Matters



		Most Pleasing Manners



		The Gentle Art of Conversation



		Class and Fortune



		Quick Wit, Gossip and Wicked Insults



		High Society



		One Must Be Highly Accomplished



		Answers



		Image Credits



		Backmatter













Pages





		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128













Landmarks





		Cover



		Copyright



		Half-Title Page



		Title Page



		Contents



		Introduction



		Love and Courtship



		Backmatter











OEBPS/images/line.jpg





OEBPS/images/halftitle.jpg
JANE AUSTEN
ﬂ Z‘easure move





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
JANE AUSTEN

k./q Zc’dSlll‘c’ J"Ol’é’

CONSTANCE MOORE





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
JANE AUSTEN

ﬂ Zeasure j'ove

CONSTANCE MOORE





OEBPS/images/p11-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/p14-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/p16-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/p7-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/p14-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/p19-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/p19-1.jpg





