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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

http://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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Your curse is your biggest strength

... I just didn’t know it yet.

How do you hold back the tide?

When Jamie and Gabrielle fled halfway across the world just to escape his father, the last thing they wanted was a castle full of unexpected guests. But magic doesn't discriminate, and they aren’t the only teenage fugitives living on the run.

Now, with a whole group of people depending on him, the stakes are higher than ever, and Jamie struggles to control his powers. Tensions mount and relationships are tested as unexpected secrets are brought to light. No corner of the world is remote enough to hide, and with Obtero circling ever closer it’s only a matter of time before they’re discovered.

Can a group of teenagers fend off the trained killers on their trail? Can they master their abilities in time? Most importantly, is it possible to keep such a terrible secret?

One wrong breath...and the game is up.
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When I was somewhere around six years old, my father took me camping. It had been Jake’s idea. One of those ‘you need to come out of your office and remember you have a child’ conversations I wasn’t supposed to hear. With the windows down and a giant map across my lap the two of us drove up the California coast, pitching a tent in the first national park that had evergreen trees.

It was heaven.

I didn’t mind the hours spent on the phone, or the fact that he’d packed cartons of ‘light government reading’ in the trunk. My father and I were camping.

I was too young to see he didn’t want it. Too young to see he didn’t care.

On the second day, we hiked to the top of a tall bluff. It was a few miles away from our tent and I was having trouble. My legs were only half the length of his. By the time we started heading back down, he was carrying me. I remember holding on to his jacket. Smiling over his shoulder as an endless parade of trees bobbed past. Then, all at once, he stopped.

A herd of bison had wandered into our path. Massive freakin’ huge bison.

I didn’t know at the time how rare that was. I didn’t know most people to have such an up-close encounter wouldn’t have escaped unharmed. All I knew was there were a lot of them.

And they were very, very big.

I clung to my father, letting out a quiet gasp as his arms tightened to an almost painful degree. At any moment, I expected him to start moving. To start inching back the way we’d come. But my father was a different sort of breed, unfamiliar with the concept of retreat.

Instead of falling back he started racing forward, picking up rocks and shouting at the top of his lungs. The bison lifted their heads in amazement, noticing us for the first time. A few tossed their heads defiantly. One even started pawing the ground. But just as I was considering jumping ship and racing off into the forest without him, the strangest thing happened.

The herd was so confounded by the blitz attack that they shuffled off into the trees.

My heart was pounding when he set me down on my feet, dusting off my jacket and straightening my cap. I stared up at him in amazement, but he had just a few words to say.

“Sometimes the only thing you have is the element of surprise.”

Looking around at the group of teenagers, I found myself fighting the strong impulse to start picking up rocks...

“Uh...hello,” Gabrielle called tentatively, clinging tightly to my hand as we squinted across the sunlit grass. “Can we help you?”

Much as we’d like to pretend otherwise, this place was so remote there was no way these people had stumbled into it by accident. There was nothing uniform about them to indicate some kind of tour group, and the lack of bus implied they’d come for some other reason.

A lot depended on what that reason was.

We shouldn’t be out here alone. We should have taken Griffin.

The group froze where they stood, clustered closely together and staring with just as much uncertainty as we were staring ourselves. Finally, when it became clear no one else was going to move, a tall man ventured forth from the back.

“I certainly hope so,” he called just as tentatively, his eyes flickering twice between us and the castle. “...do you live here?”

Gabrielle and I shared a quick glance before I took a step forward.

Having wandered about Obtero Headquarters since I was a child, I had more of an idea what to look for than most. The fact that they’d discovered our secret little corner of the globe was nothing short of alarming, but there were some encouraging signs as well. Signs that didn’t point to them being an immediate precursor to the men in bullet-proof vests.

To start, some of them were young. Very young.

My eyes travelled over the group, coming to rest on a boy who couldn’t have been more than twelve or thirteen. He saw me looking and leaned discreetly into a tall girl standing by his side—a girl who bore no physical resemblance but seemed protective of him, nonetheless.

They also weren’t armed. Don’t ask me how I knew, it’s just something you pick up on over the years. People hold themselves differently when they carry a gun.

These people didn’t look to be carrying much of anything at all.

“Did you walk here?”

Avoiding the man’s question I asked one of my own, walking cautiously towards them across the grass. Gabrielle was following just a few paces behind, her hands tensed and ready.

Up close, it was easy to see they were a bit of a rag-tag bunch. Mismatched layers of clothing, worn sneakers unsuitable for the weather. Despite the intensity with which they clung to each other, there didn’t seem to be a single common thread. The faces staring back at me were a wide assortment of age, race, size, wealth. The only thing that united them was fear.

Because it was fear in their eyes. They were strong, but riddled with it. Those eyes had spent too long staring over their shoulders to risk finally looking ahead.

“Yeah, we walked,” the man admitted, flashing the others an apologetic look that was strangely disarming. “There’s a village nearby, and...”

He caught himself, holding back certain pieces of information with the unpracticed look of someone who hadn’t been doing it very long. Our eyes met for a moment before he doubled down on his original question—speaking with an insistence that hadn’t been there before.

“Are you...is this castle yours?”

Unpracticed as he might be, the guy clearly wasn’t stupid. He’d refrained from asking my name, the same way I had no intention of asking his. It was a dangerous little dance, but there was only so long we could keep it going. Already, the edges were starting to fray.

“Nope,” I lied easily. “Just passing through.”

Now wasn’t the time to take chances on unknown groups of people. Especially ones who had trekked through the Welsh countryside just to wind up at your door. There were only three of us against what looked like about fifteen of them, and our odds weren’t good.

Gabrielle couldn’t attack without inflicting lethal damage, Griffin’s ability was limited to retreat, and I wasn’t able to control my powers one way or another. If things escalated, we’d be forced to simply abandon the castle and let them take it. There were other places to hide.

The guy absorbed this, then nodded determinedly. For a second, he looked almost prepared to go. Then that same apology flitted across his face, and he forced himself to look me in the eyes.

“...really?”

Just like that, we reached a breaking point.

A nervous tremor rippled through the group as Gabrielle stiffened by my side. One foot angled discreetly behind me as I braced myself to run—already appraising the people in front of me in terms of who might give chase. There were a few children, a few people who looked more likely to run the other way, but most looked ready to stand their ground. I couldn’t discount the athletic-looking man speaking to me, and another man had already pushed to his side. This one was glaring with open defiance, like he was seconds away from calling out my bold-faced lie.

Just get to the ocean, I told myself. If you can just get Gabby to the ocean, then maybe—

The thought vanished from my head as a girl emerged from the center of the pack and stepped boldly into the great divide. Bouncing curls of red framed a face over-dusted with freckles. The bangs and the braces were that of a child. All things considered she couldn’t have been more than thirteen, but she approached without a hint of fear.

Quite the contrary, she was smiling.

“Ruby Walker.” Her hand shot into the space between us as she tilted back her head with a beaming grin. “It’s nice to finally meet you.”

...holy shit.

I blinked in astonishment, unable to believe my eyes. Her smile widened and those fingers stretched towards me as Gabrielle gave me a discreet nudge in the side.

“Do you know her?”

Ruby beamed up at me, sunlight dancing in those green eyes. “Better than that...he saved my life.”

*  *  *
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I STOOD WITH GRIFFIN and Gabrielle in the foyer of the castle, staring with wide eyes at the group of people milling around outside. When it had become clear I wasn’t going to be able to speak any time soon, Gabrielle had politely excused us before dragging me inside. Griffin had popped into sight the moment she called. Now here we stood, stalling for time.

“You called them?” Gabrielle asked incredulously.

“...yeah.”

“I don’t understand. You just called them?”

“...yeah.”

“You called a list of Obtero suspects,” she repeated in disbelief. “This coming from a guy who had a mental breakdown just setting foot in his dad’s office.”

Griffin perked up, eyes twinkling with interest. “I’d like to hear more about that—”

“What was I supposed to do, Gabby?” I cried, throwing my hands into the air. “Their names were on a list. My dad was about to send recovery units to their homes, to their schools.”

An image of Nate flashed through my head, choking back the words.

For several seconds, I tried to think what to say. Tried to explain why I would possibly do something so stupid. Tried to explain why I had to be the one to do it.

In the end, I could manage only a few quiet words.

“I had to warn them.”

She stared at me for a long moment. “So you called them.”

I sighed helplessly. “Yeah, I called them.”

She stared a moment longer before turning to Griffin. Her eyes were sparkling, and what could have been a smile was playing around the edges of her lips. “What did I tell you?”

“It’s weird,” he murmured, tilting his head at a better angle to examine me. “Are you sure you’re not adopted?”

“What’s that even supposed to—” I cut off suddenly, glaring between them with growing frustration. “How are you guys finding time to talk so much when I’m not there?”

Griffin chuckled.

“There was the time you blacked out after trying to hurl your body into the sea...”

There was a sharp knock, and we glanced out the window to see all fifteen people staring back inside. While our conversation might have felt private, it had become a spectator sport.

“I hate to interrupt, but are you about done?” It was the guy from before, looking like he was trying very hard not to smile. “It’s starting to rain.”

Gabrielle flashed a grin and held up a finger for one more moment. As they politely dispersed she turned back to me and Griffin, lowering her voice so we wouldn’t be heard.

“So what do you say, Jamie? Can they stay?”

I’d expected a group discussion, and was highly disconcerted to see they had both turned to me with silent expectation, waiting for me alone to decide.

“I don’t know,” I deflected. “Why are you looking at me?”

“It’s your castle,” Gabrielle answered simply.

While it might have been technically true, this struck me as an incredibly stupid answer. I glanced around at the gothic arches and draping canopies, feeling more ridiculous by the second.

“Yeah, but not really—”

“Jamie.” Griffin was suddenly serious, as serious as I’d ever seen. Both he and Gabrielle shared a look before he turned back to me, a peculiar expression in his eyes. “It really is.”

All the color drained from my face as a silent weight descended onto my shoulders, one I was afraid might have been there all along. I took another moment, feeling like I was standing on the edge of a cliff. Then I pulled in a deep breath and leapt into the void.

“Let’s get them inside.”
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Forty minutes later I was leaning against a wall in the ballroom, watching as our fifteen new friends slowly acclimated to their accommodations in a castle by the sea.

The younger ones were loving it—playing with the suits of armor, chasing after each other with swords. The older ones were approaching the situation with a bit more caution, but their outlook significantly brightened when Gabrielle started passing out freshly brewed coffee.

Griffin had been popping in and out, teleporting in anything they might need. Back and forth he went, listening carefully and honoring even the smallest request with a level of patience he’d never had with Gabrielle or me. I was right in thinking they’d travelled lightly. Truth be told, most of them hadn’t arrived with anything more than the clothes on their backs. Money was scarce and I had no idea how they’d managed to reach our little corner of the world, let alone feed themselves along the way. But all that paled in light of a far greater question.

How did they know we were here?

After stumbling through basic introductions, it was clear that everyone already knew my name. They’d seen the news broadcast and had recognized me and Gabrielle the second they saw us on the lawn. Griffin had been a surprise and, given his skill set, not an unwelcome one.

But the news hadn’t said anything about Wales. We hadn’t even left Brooklyn yet by the time it aired the first time. We’d teleported straight from the motel room into the rolling countryside, and for the life of me I couldn’t understand how any of them knew to come here.

A seaside castle in Wales? They just magically knew where to find us?

I’d wanted to ask straight away. If a bunch of fugitive teenagers could find us, carting around a couple of grade-school kids at the same time, than the federally-funded governmental hit squad couldn’t be far behind. For all I knew they were just biding their time until my father could fly here himself, just for the honor of hauling me out in chains.

I wanted to ask, but I didn’t. It was near to bursting out of me, but I left it alone. Not of my own choosing. But because Griffin had stopped me.

“Give them some time to settle in,” he’d said quietly, catching my arm just as I cleared my throat. “I promise, Jamie, this isn’t what you think. Remember? I found you the same way.”

Another hole in the story. Another question burning in the back of my mind.

But for now I took his advice and let it go. There would be plenty of time to get into all that later. In the meantime, it was enough to sit back and watch them settle in.

My eyes wandered from group to group, trying to assign names to faces.

There were Asha and Aleco
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